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MmiNISTMllQBillOPfKAL, 1914-1S, 


GNAPTEII I. 

POLITICAL AND PHYSICAL QEOQRAPHY. 


HBAD-QUARTEttS OF GOVBRUMBNT AND TOURS OF H[S EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 

OF BENGAL DURING THE YEAR 1914.15. 

During the year 1914-16, Darjeeling was the head-quarters of 
the Government of Bengal, from 27th April to 29th Juno, and again 
from I9th September to 2nd ..November ; Dacca was the head-quarters 
from 6th July to 3rd August. The Dacca period was cut short owing 
to the outbreak of war when the Government returned to Calcutta* 
Calcutta was tlie head-quarters of Government for the rest of the 
year, 

2. On his way to the hills in April 1914, His Excellency visited 
Sarail, 14 miles south-east of Darjeeling, and a short distance from 
Mungpu, the head-quarters of the Government Cinchona Plantation. His' 
Excellency remained at Sarail from 14th April to 24th April. He 
reached Darjeeling on 27th April, visiting Namring en route. 

His Excellency left Darjeeling on 29th June, halted at Barrack- 
pore for five days and reache 1 Dacca on 5th July. Ho returned to 
Calcutta on 4th August and remained there till 6th September. He 
visited Da^ca and Mymeusingh from the 6th to 12th and left Calcutta 
for Darjeeling on 18th September, where he remained till 2nd Nov- 
ember. 

In November His Excellency visited the districts of Midnapore and 
Hooghly. He left Calcutta on the 8th, visited Contai on the 9th and 
reached Midnapore the same evening. His Excellency visited Kharag- 
pur on the 11th and arrived in Chinsurah the next day, where he halted 
for two days. At Chinsurah His Excellency attended the opening cere- 
mony of the King Edward Memorial Tower and opened the Hooghly- 
Chinsurah Water-works. He returned to Calcutta on 14th November. 

On 14th January 1915, His Excellency left Calcutta for Jessore, 
visiting Barasat and Bongaon subdivisions on the way. His Excel- 
lency returned on 16th January. From 21st to 25th January His 
Excellency paid a visit to Sir Charles Bayley, Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bihar and Orissa, at Bankipore. 

In February His Excellency spent from the 5th to the 19th at 
Dacca. On the 20ih he left for Delhi to pay a visit to the Viceroy. 
He returned to Calcutta on the 28th. 


HaadKluai'lara 
of Oovornmont. 


Toura. 
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On ihu 17th March lli« Excellency visitdl Bankura, whore he 
opened tho new Oivil Oourt Imildini', ht“ vinited Suri the following 
day. On tho 2dth en route for Calcutta lu; visited Bolpiir School and 
Burdwan. 


OIIANOKS IN TUB ADMINISTRATION. 


RMOUtIV* 

Council. 


Bengal 

Bcofctarlat. 


Partition of 
datrlot of 
MIdnaporo. 


;i. The llon’hle Mr. N. D. Beatson Boll, c.s.i., c.i.e., aetbd as 
a Temporary Momhor of the, Bengal Executive ('ouncil. during the 

ahsenee, on leave, of tho Ilon’blo Mr. P. C. Lyon, C.S.I., from the 11th 
April to the IMth Septe.niher 15)14. 'I’ho Hon’hle Mr. Beatson Bell 
siiceeeded to the permanent vacancy in the Council caused hy the 

resignation of Sir Frisleriek William Duke, K.c.s.i.. k.c.t.e.. on tin* Isl 
.No\'fmli(ir IDII. 

#• r 

1. 'I'lie pay of (ho (diief Secretary to th<^ Government of Bengal 
wa.s raised to lls. 8,750 a month, the rate sanctioned for the Chief 
Secretaritis to the Governments of Madras and Bombay. 

In rei'ognition of the growing importance of tho Legislative Depart- 
ment of this Govm-nment, the status of the oftieor-iu-charge of that 

Department was raised from an “Assistant Secretary” to that of a 
*• Secretary,” and he is now designated “ Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal in the Legislative Department and Secretary to the Bengal 
Eogislative Couiunl.” 

5. Proposals for the ])artition of the district of Midnapore for 
the better administration of tho district have long been under the 
consideration of Government. In 15)13, a definite scheme of partition 
was drawn up and published for general information and criticism. 
After a careful consideration of the various suggestions put forward 
l>y rcpri'Seiitative bcKlies and )»rivate individuals interested in the 
matter, as well as of the recommendations of the Bengal District 
Administration Committee on tho subject, a revised scheme has boon 
propannl for dividing the existing district into two, as indicated 
below ; — 


(1} the district of ^lidnaporo, with its heail-quarterS' at Midna- 
pori' and outlying subdivisions at Ghatal and Jhargram, 
comiirisiiig a total area of 2,688 square miles, with a popu- 
lation of 1,088,447 ; and 

(2) th(' district of Mijli. with its head-quarters at Kharagpur 
ami outlying subdivisions at Contai and Tamluk, comprising 
a total area of 2,457 square miles, with a population of 
1,732,754. No change, however, is at present contemplated 
with regard to the jurisdiction of tho District and Sessions 
Jmlge of Midnapore, who will continue to deal with cases 
from both ilistricts. The final scheme was published for 
g«‘neral information in January 15)15, and a complete 
estimate of its cost is under preparation. 


Partition of 
Mynnevialngh 


6. The tpiestion of the partition of the unwieldy district of 
Mymonsingh has been liefore Government since the year 1876, and the 
late Govi’rnnu'ut of Eastern Bengal and Assam was in favour of the 
constitution of three districts out of tho present district. The whole 





BOlIliARY. 


Ill 


qa«8ti(m wm oarefoUy re-examined by the Government of Bengal after 
the recraBtitntion the Provinces, and in July 1912 a resolution was 
INiblished in which it was proposed to create a new district consisting 
of - the subdivisions of Jamalpur •. and Tangail, and to leave the 
remainder as the ■ Mymensingh district, leaving the question of a still 
further' division to future decision. The' matter was further considered 
by the Bengal District Administration Committee who recommended the 
formation of the following throe districts : — 

(1) . A south-eastern or Kishorganj district with head-quarters 

at Kishorganj, comprising an area of 1,630 square miles, 

and a population of 1,366,407 ; 

(2) A western or Gopalpur district, with an area of 2,009 square 

miles, and a population of 1,738,523 ; and 

(3) a central and north-eastorn district with head-quarters at 

“ ’ Mymensdhgh, comprising an area of 2.610 square miles, and 

a population of 1,421,490. 

Tliese proposals commended themselves generally to tlie CJovorn- 
ment of Bengal, and a resolution inviting public criticisms thereon was 
published in the Calcutta Gazette of tlie 2nd Juno 191.5. The in.atter 
is still under consideration. 

CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 

7. Before the outbreak of the European war there were expects- 
tions of a prosperous year. The sudden fall in the price of jute in 
consequence of the war told heavily on the raiyats who had employed 
labour at high rates in expectation . of high i)rices. Insufficient rainfall 
in September and October caused injury to the winter rice in parts of 
Eastern Bengal. 

8. The professional classes, traders, artisans and labourers suffered w«gM«ne 
from the dislocation of trade caused by the war and the depressed 
condition . of the cultivators. 


CHAPTER II. 

ADMINISTRATION OP THE LAND. 


bealization of the revenue. 

9. There, was an increase of Rs. 1,90,604 m the land revenue 
demand and of Rs. 1,89,607 in that for road and public works cesses. ' 

But the collections under both heads suffered considerably owing to the 
depression in the jute market caused the European war, the percent- 
ages coining down to. 97*76 and 96*9 from 98*62 and 100*2, respectively, 
in the previous year. 


h 
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SURVEYS. 


for kho control 
of survey 
OfMirotlofio. 


10. Major F. C. llirBt, i. a., continued to hold the crffice of the 
Director of Surveys, Bengal and Assam. It was arrange between this 
Government and the Assam Administration that while the work in each 
province should be carried on by separate parties, the staff for supervision 
and control should remain joint for a further period of two years, I'.e., 
up to March 11>16, after which it would be decided whether the existing 
arrangements should continue, or whether.it would bo more convenient 
for the two provinces to have entirely separate departments, each under 
a whole-time otticer. The staff consists of the Director of Surveys with 
his oflict‘. and two Assistant Directors, one in charge of the work in 
Bengal and the other of tho work in Assam. The services of these two 
oflicers are. however, interchangt'ablo during the field season at the 
discretion of the Director of Surveys. ' 


LANIJ IlKCOUDS AND SKTl'LKMENT. 


Oi^anlsatlon of 
m graded oorvloo 
of Oottlomont 
Monungoo. 


Now Ruloo under 
tho Bongol 
Tononoy Act. 


II. With the expansion of settlement operations in the Presidency 
and the intro luction of improved methods of work the number of Sottle- 
nnnit Kaniingos and the importance of their duties has steadily increased. 
For the proper performance of those duties a high standard of character 
and e<h«cation is essential, but the conditions of tho service have re- 
tnaiiKKl stationary and wore far from being attractive. Government 
recognised that some improvennmt in the pay and prospects of these 
officers was necessary. It was, however, thought tindesirabh^ to re- 
organist' th<* service finally until the reports of the Public Service 
Gommission and the Distritit Administration Committee had been fully 
considered. As a temporary measure, therefore, tho Kanungos were 
dividt'd into five gratles with pay ranging from Bs. 100 to Bs. 200. 
Buies for recruitment of canditlates were framed and published. 

12. The rules made by the late Governments of Bengal and Eastern 
Bt'iigal and Assam under sub-section (7) of section .’11) sub-section (2) 
of section til. section 134, and section 189 of the Bengal Tenancy 

Act wore scrutinised, co-ordinated, and revised, so that they might 

he applicahh* to all parts of the Presidency of Bengal as now 

constituted where the Act is in force. The new Buies were published 


RaosianluMon 
of Nanungo 
M.wle« In 

■•ngal. 


in December 1914. 

1.3. Detailed improvements in the position of Kanungos in Bengal 
in r(>spect of their pay, prospects and travelling allowance, were finally 
settled during the year and orders on the subject were issued. It has. 
been (.lecideil that in older to attract a better and more efficient class 
of candidates, 1 1 widen the field of selection and to secure a more 
even flow of promotion, tho Kaiuingo service should, instead of being 
on gi-aded pay, as hitherto, be on a time scale of pay of Bs. 60 per 
mensem rising by quadrennial increments of Bs. 10 to Bs. 120. Incre- 
ments when they fail due will he granted only with the sanction of 
the Commissiont'rs of Divisions, Mlho have been authorized to withhold 
the whole or a portion of the increment in any case they think fit. 
The appointment, distribution and posting of tho stafi of Kanungos in 
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•Boh division have been left as hitherto to the discretion of the 
Commissioner. The orders were given eiToot to from 1st September 
1914. V, 

14. In order td increase the utility of Collect orate Kanungos in 
Bengal, it was decided by Goveniment. to give the younger members KanHeSMin 
qf the staff a proper training in survey for six monthe at the school 
opened at Comilla by the Director of Surveys, Bengal and Assam. 

Three Kanungos from the Presidency, Dacca and Kajshahi Divisions, 
were accordingly deputed to the school last cold weather, and nndorwont 
a course of training. 


\VAKl»S, AX!) ATTAt;HKI) KSTATKS. 

15. There were .57 estates under the management of tUt‘ Court Number of 

' oototoo one 

during the year, of which 4 w'erc released. The percentage of eolloc- gonoroi 
tions on current demand fell from 99*9 to 84*7. The fall is chiefly 
attributed to the tlislocation of the jute trad«< causcid by the European 
war, and the damage to crops by want of i-aiu in certain anjas. I’lie 
cost of management for the whole Province was 12*4 per cent, of the 
current rent and cess demand against 12*6 per cent, in the previous 
year, the standard of 10 per cent, being exceeded in all ihe Divisions. 

16. In accordance with the arrangement to give minors under 

iwilnop Wai*cI8 

the Court of Wards some training in Survey and Settlement work, two in sui>vay and 
wards attended the camp hold during the field aeaso i of 1914-15» SlSra?"**"* 
with satisfactory results. 


KBVBNUK AN!) RBNT-PAYIXO CLASSBS. 

17. Though there are indications that in the Dacca Division, whore **»• 

the preparation of the record-of-rights has progressed further than aot. 
elsewhere, the knowledge of the law is increasing, the levy of abwabs 
and other illegal exactions in addition to the rent is still widely 
prevalent, and yet no suit under section 75 of the Act was instituted 
during the year. 

There was a decrease in the number of rent money-orders issued 
which is attributed to the fact that fewer |>eoplo paid rent than in 
normal years : the percentage of rent money-orders refused has 

continued to decrease, being 18*5 as compared with 20*3 in the previous 
year and 25*1 in the year before. 

The depression in the jute trade and the partial failure of crop 

led to a general increase in the number of voluntary transfers of 

tenancies. During the year two important questions regarding the 
transfers of tenancies have been under the consideration of Govern- 
ment, viz., a proposal to legalise, subject to certain restrictions, the 
transfer of occupancy holdings without the landlord’s consent, and a 
proposal to restrict the right of transfer in the case of aboriginal 
tribes in order to save them from parting with their lands in favour 
of money-lenders. 

18 It was brought to the notice of Government that in many i*®"* 

eases landlords did noi accept rent remitted by money-order from an 
alleged apprehension that its acceptance would operate as an admission 
. 5 2 
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A8 to the correctness of the entries regarding the rent, tke irfoa itnd 
other conditions and incidents of the tenancy. With a view to remove 
this objection the form of rent money-order has been revised, the number 
of entries being cut down so as to comply with the bare requirements 
of section 55 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. ’’ 

19. Tlio Embankment Acts in force in the Sundarbans did not con- 

t 

tain any provision for controlling the erection of privdte embankments. 
Having regard to physical conditions which exist in the Sundarbans 
and tho necessity for preserving - fjrom deterioration the tidal channels 
which are relied on for drainage and' navigation it was considered 
necessary that Government should possess the same powers in regard 
to embankments in this area as in tho adjoining permanently-settled 
estates. Legislation was accordingly undertaken to extend to the, 
Sondarbans, the Bengal Embankment Act, 1882, and the extant portions 
of the Meiigal Embankment Act. 1873, and to^ repeal tho Bengal 
Embankment Acts, 1855 and 18G6, in force in the Sundarbans so as to 
bring tlio Embankment law of tho Sundarbans into line with that of 
I be rest of Bengal, Tho Bill was passed as Bengal Act IV of 1915. 


CHAPTER III. 

PROTECTION. 


LEOISLATION. 

20. During the year 1914-15 seven Acts (Nos. V, VI and VII of 
1914 and Nos. I, II, III and IV of 1915) were passed by the Bengal 
Legislativo (Joiincil and bocame law during or shortly after the close 
of that year. Of these, tho more important Acts are Bengal Act V 
of 1914 [The Chittagong Port Act, 1914], Bengal Act VI of 1914 
[The Bengal Medical Act, 1914] and Bengal Act III of 1915 [The 
Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Act, 1915]. Each Act is further 
discussed under tho head “ Course of Legislation,” in Part II of this 
U(‘port. 


I’OLICR. 


Mllltaiy PellM. 
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21. A complete reorganization of the Military Police was sano 
tioned daring the year. 

22. The rates of pay fixed in 1905 on the recommendation of 
tho Police Commission were found inadequate, and orders were pass-' 
ed during tho year sanctioning an increase in the pay of the rank 
and file. The net increase in expenditure amounts aj^roxiioately to 
Bs. 5,38,686 a year. 



8DMHAKT. Vll 

23. A Training School for the Calcutta Police force was started Tii»iiiiiig 8eiio4»i. 
in the Dutlnnda buildings from ^he 1st October 1914. 

24 . *A Juvenile Court and House of Detention for Juvenile 
Offenders, arrested or convicted within the town of Calcutta, was 
established at Ka 85, Lower Circular Road. 

25. On the 29th September 1914 a riot took placo at Budge- 
Budge, near Calcutta, for which some of the passengers by the S. S. 

Romania JHaru, who were returning from an abortive attempt to 
enter Canada vtd Vancouver, were responsible. The riot was suppressed 
with the help of the military but not before some lives had been lost 
among the rioters, the police and the bystanders. 

26. The activities of the revolutionary party wore stimulated by Ortm*. 

the outbreak of the war and seditious loaflots were circulated in 
unusually large numbers during the year. The cases connected with 
r^vojutionary crime included 6 dacoitios, 1 attempt at dacoity, 4 assassina- 
tion and 1 attempt at assassination. Two of the men assassinated 

wore police officers, an Inspector of the Calcutta Police and a Head 
Constable of the Bengal Police. Arrests wore made in connection 
with three of the murders but the accused persons were eventually 
acquitted. 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 

27. During the year 1914, there was an ^increase, as compare<i woi»kofth« 

with the previous year, in the number of criminal cases disposed of by 
Magistrates in the Mufassal. There was a very large decrease in the 
amount of work disposed of by the stipendiary Presidency Magistrates ; 

on the other hand, a substantial increase occurred in the outturn 

of the Honorary Magistrates. Magistrates disposed of more appellate, 
but less revisional work. In the Courts of Session there was an in- 
crease of original, but a' decrease of both appellate and revisional 

work. In the High Court there was a slight decrease in appellate 

and revisional work. 

28. Two cases were tried by a Special Bench of the High Court •p«oiai ■•noh, 

during the ^ear under review. In one case, an appeal was filed against **'*** 

the order of the Government of India forfeiting all copies of the issue of 
the Comrade newspaper published at Delhi, on the 26th September 1914, 
and tho security which had been deposited in respect of the press at 
which tho newspaper was printed. In tho other case, proceedings were 
instituted by tho Crown against one Nagendra Nath Sen Gupta in 

connection with the explosion of two bombs thrown into the house of 
^ Deputy Superintendent of Police in Mussulmanpara Lane, Calcutta, 
which resulted in the death of a Hoad Constable. In the former case the 
appeal was dismissed. In the latter case, the accused was acquitted. 


JAILS. 

29. Orders were passed during tho year directing that the Hoad pansien or M««d 
Warders of Jails should be allowed to count the whole of their 
esrvice, including their service as Warders, for pension on the superior 
scale. 
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CIVIL JUilTlCS. 

30. In the year 1914 there wae a large decrease ia the original 
work coming bofore the courts subordinate to the High Court, but as a 
n'sult of diminished outturn, chiefly in the courts of Munsifs, the pond- 
ing tile increased. There was an appreciable increase in the appellajte 
disposals, but the pending flic became heavier owing to a rise in insti- 
tutions. The numhor of year old suits and appeals was greater than in 
the previous year. On the Appellate Side of the High Court, the insti- 
tutions wore less than in 1913; and 'increased disposals led to a 
substantial reduction in the pending flic. 
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UEUISTKATlOX. 

31. The incre.ise in tin; niitnher of lt('gistration offices rendered dt 
neeessary to increase the inspecting staff and tho post of a 4th Inspector 
was accordingly cn!ate<l during tin* year for tho l)ottcr supervision of 
ofli<;es. 

32. The sy.stoni of recruiting a probationer in the liegistration 
Ih'partinont for each individual vacancy as it ocoured was discontinued 
and rul<3s weri! published for recruiting probationary Sub-Ke ^i strars once 
a year as is done in the case of probationary Deputy Collectors and 
Sub-Deputy ( Jollcctor^. 

33. In ortler to test the fitness of Sub-Registrars ’ for performing 
the duties of a District Sub-Registrar, rules were published for holding 
a special examination of these oflici^rs annually or at such intervals as 
the lnspo(dor-Goneral of Rogistrjiticn may determine, 

34. With a view t(» dispense with tho employment of outsiders ■ in 
leave vacancies, the strength of the leave reserve was increased from 
8 to 12 per cent, of the sanctioned posts, and ' 15 posts were accordingly 
added to tho fifth grade of Sub- Registrars. 

35. Ill supi'rsession of tlie rules preseriheil by the late Govern- 
ment of Kastern Bengal and Assam for the examination and confirma- 
tion of Probationary Muhammadan Marriage Registrars, revised rules 
were puhlisluul Cor use throughout the Presidency. 

36. In I'xerciso of the pow«*r conferred on Local Government by sec- 
tion 111 (2) of tho Indian Companies Act, 1913 (VII of 1913), rules were 
published providing for the grant of certificates entitling the holders 
to act as auditors of Companies, and the conditions and restrictions 
governing the grant of such certificates. The issues of certificates is 
confineti to — 

(1) memlxtrs of four specified bodies of British Accountants who 

bave had at least five years’ practical experience in auditing 
accounts ; and 

(2) any other persons with similar practical experience who can 

satisfy the Local Government as to their competency. 

'rUe period for which a certificate ’ remains in force is fixed at two 
years, provided that subject to cancellation under the rules, the Local 
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Government may in exceptional caaee issue a certifioato without any 
limitation^ of period. 

Twenty-eight oertifioates were issued during the year, all heing for 
a period of two years. Twenty-four of these were restricted (jertificates 
which entitled the holders ^ audit the account of companies within 
thp limits of the Presidency only ; the remaining four were unrestricted 
certificates enabling the holders to conduct audits throughout Jlritrsh 
India. 

MUNICIPAL ADMINISTUATION AND LOCAL SKLF-OOVKUNMKNT. 


87. A number of important sections of the t’alcntta Municipal Act, «*t«n«ion or 
III of 1899, were extended, with suitable mcKlifications and restrictions or th« caMutta 

to the Howrah Municipality during the year. il*'t»io*Mow"ah 

Munlblpalliy. 

, ;^8. The Government of India sanctioned the remission, with effect Remiaoion or 

from 1914-15, of contributions formerly leviecl from District Hoanls 'and oontrioutiono 

Municipalities on account of services performed on their behalf by tin* tooTt^^dioo roi> 

officers of Government in connection with land ac<piisition, and Iron) 

District Boards on account of stationery supplied to the Kojnl (^‘Hk a«hoir by 

t ^ o«ooi*oor 

Department of Collectors offices. aovaramont. 

39. Dr. S. C. Banerji was appointed for two years with (‘ffect from appoiokmoot or 

^ o 1 r • f * I • 1 a whol^.tlm# 

2l8ti Sopt.oinher 1914 to portoriii tho luuctionH of the rrosidiMit of tla^ Praaidant of tha 

Calcutta Improvement Trust Tribunal. nIIp*oVrmoiit 

Traat Tribunal.. 

40. Section 63 of the ('alcutta Improvement Act, V of 1911, was Amono moot or 
amended by Beifgal Act Ilf, 1915, so as to confer upon the Board of ••®*‘®"*** “• 
Trustees, in regard to any area within the Calcutta Municipality as well ••"•»**®**"*®"* 
as in its neighbourhood, the jiower to make plans of proposed public 
streets showing their direction, the sti’eet alignment on each side and 
their intended width, tc^ether with such other details ns may appear 
desirable. 

41. Section 100 of the Bengal Local Solf-Governmcmt Act IIJ of aatonoion or 
1885 as amended by Act V of 1908 was extended to the District Boards 
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of all the districts in tho Presidency to enable them to establish and Jot*o"oiotHot 
maintain veterinary dispensaries, to appoint • and pay (iualifie,d persons, ■•ai'dp. 
to prevent and treat diseases of horses, cattle and other animals, to 
provide for the improvement of the food of horses and cattle and to 
maktj grants-in-aid for these purposes and for agricultural improvements. 

42. Under sections 52 (3) and 56 of the Bengal Local Self-Govern- 


•ui»plus«s 


tilt 


ment Act, 1885, tho surpluses accruing under section 18 of the Cattle aoeraing rpom 
Trespass Act, 1871, formed part of the District and Union ftinds, but ®®“"f® ^ ^ 

ninco their amendment l»y Bengal Act V .of 1908 theae Hoctions require 
that the surpluses should be specifically assigned to the respective funds ■aaiapn Bangai. 
under section 31 of the (Jattle Trespass Act. Bengal Act V of 1908 
was extended to the eastern districts by Bengal Act I of 1914 an<l orders 
were accordingly issued directing the credit of pound surpluses to the 
District and Union funds in those districts. 

43. New Union ('ommittees were established cluring the year at bopmatioa or 
Goalpara and Phultola in the Khulna district, at Dantan in the Midnapore 
district and at Dhobapara, Dhaniakhali and Guptipara in the Hooghly 
district. 
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VOLUNTEERS. 

44. In December 1913, a scheme for the formation df a new 
Volunteer Corps under the name of the Calcutta Scottish Vcdunteers 
was submitted to tho Government of Bengal. The proposal, was strong<- 
iy supported by the local military authorities, and, on the recommend- 
ation of tho Government of Bengal, it was sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment of India during the year under review. 


MARINE. 


rnrturgaiffiitta. ‘1^- scheme for the lighting of the river HoQghly between 

Mud Point and Saugor for the purpose of navigation by night, which 
was sanctioned by Government last year, was completed during the year 
under report, and the restriction against night navigation in •that 
stretch of tho river was witlulrawn. For the present' only outward- 
bound vessels are i)orniitted to use tho lighted channels. When the 
war is ever the permission will be extended to inward-bound vessels. 

Hevised and consolidatod rules wore issued under the Indian Ports 
Act, 19i'8, for tho guidance of Masters of Vessels an<l Port Health 
Ofticers for preventing the spread of infectious diseases by means of 
ships entering or leaving the ports of Bengal. 

In order to improve the mechanical training of Engine-drivers of 
Government vessels, and to ensure the supply of competent men a 
special training class was started at the Royal Indian Marine Dockyard, 
Kidderpore. 

Tho number of vessels entering and leaving the port of Calcutta 
during the year was 1,431 and 1,461 representing gross tonnage of 
6,006,581 and 6,099,433, against 1,649 and 1,669 vessels representing 
gross tonnage of 6,926,817 and 6,961,807, respectively, in the previous year, 
oaioutta Port -46. The income of the Calcutta Port Trust amounted to 

Ks. 1,44,60,349 and the expenditure to Rs. 1,66,38,839, against 
’ Rs. 1,61,28,436 and Rs. 1,66,61,451, respectively, in the previous year. 
There was thus a deficit of Rs. 10,88,490. The revenues of the port 
were adversely affected owing to dislocation of traffic caused by the 
war. Tho Commissioners were accordingly authorised to levy, as a 
temporary measure, additional charges on goods (excluding coal and 
pig iron) and on tho shipping of the port, with effect from let Febru- 
ary 1916. 

The total expenditure on capital works was Rs. .85,93,660. The 
following were the more important works sanctioned by Government 


Traat. 


during the year : — 

(f) Purchase of a third suction dredger for the improvement of 
the navigable channels leading to tho port of Calcutta. 

(tV) Carrying the Port Trust Railway lines by means of a subway 
under the Calcutta approach road to the Howrah Bridge 
in replacement of the level crossing. 

(m) Construction of 6 new riverside berths at Garden Reach as 
part of the Calcutta Port Improvement Scheme. This was 
recommended by the Port Facilities Enquiry Committee. 
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The Glommissimieni were also authonzod to raise a debenture loan 
of cme crore of rupees bearing interoat at a rate not exceeding 4 per 
cent, per annum repayable in HO years for expenditure on capital 
works. Thn capital debt of the Trust at tlie end of the year stocxl 

at Bs. 11,44,39,854 against which the Commissioners hold properties 
valued at Rs*. 13,05,11,586. 

The Calcutta Pori Act, 1890, was amended to provide for the 

grant of pension on retirement to Vice-Chairmen who are not Govern- 
ment servants previous to their appointment to the Port Trust. 

47. The Chittagong Port Commiasioners Act. 1887, was repealed ohutM®"a Port 
by a new Chittagong Port Act, 1914, which was brought into force 
on the let July 1914. Some of the regular periodic services of 

coasting and inland steamers calling at Chittagong wm*e. however, 
exempted, for the present^ from the operation of section 43 of the now 
Aq^, -which provides fior the compulsory use of the jetties, wharves, 

etc., provided by the Port Commissioners, Chittagong, or the Assam- 
Bengal Railway. 

Sanction was also given lo the purchase by the Commissioners of 
Grab dredgers for removing silt opposite the railway jetties. 

The proposal of the Commissioners to raise the rate of river duos 
from two to four annas per ton and to levy a surcharge of 25 jwr 
cent, on account of hire of moorings and hauling in and out of moor- 
ings, was sanctioned from 1st April 1915, as a temporary measure to 
meet the loss of revenue duo to decrease of traffic caused by the 
war. 


The number of vessels (including native sailing craft) that entered 
the port was 714 with a net registered tonnage of 363,760, against 
753 with a net registered tonnage of 457,102 in the previous year. 

48. The Bengal Steam-l)oilors and Prime-movers Act, 1879, was BanKai steam- 
amended in order to remove certain detects in the Act. 


49. Several matters in connection with the war were dealt 
confidentially in the war section of the Marine Department. 


witil WapSaotion. 


CHAPTER IV. 

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 


AOKICULTUUE. 

50. Hitherto the subordinate establishments of the Agricultural sormation or 
Department have been heterogeneous, but co-ordination was required in mo pro^^iiu 
order to secure energy in the officers and progress in the work of the 
department. During the year regular cadres for the Provincial and ••pvieoo. 
Subordinate Agricultural Services were formed. The Provincial Service 
consists of one class only on pay of Bs. 200 — 10 — 400, while, as a 
tentative measure, the Subordinate Service was divided into two 
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olasBeR, viz., class I on Rs. 100—6^200, and olasa II on Bs. 50nr'2*^~100» 
The- recruitment of the members of tbese two servicea will ordinarily 
be made by direct appointment, but promotions will ooSasionidly 
he made from among (^cers in the class below to the Provincial 
or the higher Subordinate Service. The chief qualifications required 
for the Provincial Service are training in agriculture abroad and 
those for class I of the Subordinate Service a degree or certificate 
given by an Agricultural College in India. 

c 

The grading of the Subordinate Agricultural Service is still under 
consideration. 
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51. Rules were framed and issued during the year defining the dutiea 
of Superintendents of Agriculture and District Agricultural Officers and 
their relations with District Officers and Divisional Commissioners ae 
well as with the Director and Deputy Director of Agriculture. 


nui«« •‘•lating to r»2. Siiiiitnr rules were also framed and issued for fieldmen* de- 

tho dutloo of 

nionstrators. 


monotrar 


pubiioatioii or fi3, A change was introduced during the year in the method of pub- 

lication of the jute forecasts. Under the previous arrangements copies of 
th(« forecasts relating to each district, wore forwarded to the Director- 

m 

General of Commercial Intelligence and to the Direotor of Agriculture 
simultaneously and were published at the district offices on the morning 
of the day on which in the ordinary course of the post they might be 
expected in Calcutta. Under the new system the supply of the copy 
of tho district forecast to the Director-General of Commercial Intelligence 
by district officers is discontinued and- a copy is sent by them, only to 
tho Director of Agriculture, who arranges with the Director of iStatistios 
regarding its publication in (’alcutta. In the case of the preliminary 
forecast, the Director of Agriculture informs the District officers by 
telegram of the date on which it will be published in Calcutta, and 
it is published at the district offices on the morning of that date, while 
in the case of the final forecast the Director of Agrioiiltnre makes 
arrangements in consultation with District Officers at the conferences 
held in September, so that the forecast for each district may be pub- 
lished simultaneously in Calcutta and at the district offices. 

This new proceluro has been adopted also by the Government 
of Bihar and Orissa and the Administration of Assam. 
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54. Daring the year a record area under jute produced a bumper 
crop. . But the outbreak of war at harvest time resulted in the collapse 
of tlu' jute market. Tho foreign demand for jute practically ceased for 
the time being, while the trade with Germany and Austria, which 
consumed more than a quarter of the raw jute exported from India; 
was entirely cut off. Consequently the only purchasers of jute were the 
Calcutta mills, which already had large stocks in hand. The raids of 
the Emden and the lack of shipping, however, threatened the Intermption 
of the trade in gunnies and there was at one time some apprehension 
that the Calcutta mills might have to close down. The first effeot of 
the collapse of the Calcutta jute market on' the mnfassal was to lead 
the raiyats to hold up their crop in the h(^ of a recovery of prices- 
The ottllivators generally could not, however, afford to maintain, this 



m^kins.]. 


nriiMAKY. 


• • 

Xlll 

attitude indefiuitety. This situatton affected the )<enoral prosperity and 
well-being of the jute districts, but no signs of serious distn^ss appeared 
tip to the end of the year 1914, except in a limited area in the Dacca 
district, ■ where relief was promptly afforded by the grant of agricultural 
loans to the poorer cultivators and gratuitous relief to the landless 
labourers. These measures proved sulficient to allay distress. Subse- 
•quently the situation improved with the re-opening of the foreign 
markets after the capture of the Emden and the supply of additional 
shipping facilities, but the price of raw jute on the Calcutta market 
remained low and left a very small margin of profit to the raiyat. 

55. The Committee appointed by the Board of Agriculture in India 
to consider the question of the cultivation of rice discussed the subject 
of seed selection, and they were of opinion that tlio work should l>e 
done under control at the Agrieultural farms. A considorabh* amount 
of, ! 9 ;ork was done diving the year 1913-14 in this direction in raiyats' 
fields by demonstrators under the supervision of the District Agricul- 
tural Officers and Superintendents of Agriculture. There are two systems 
of seed selection, which are known as plant-to-]>lant selection " and 
“ single-line culture.” The former is a rougli-aml-ready inetlKHl under 
which raiyats reserve for seed the most vigorous plants, but do not 
keep the seeds from individual plants sep.irate. The latter is a scientitic 
method under which the seeds obtained from individual plants are kept 
aeparate and by a comparison of the produce of the seeds of numerous 
plants an attempt is made to obtain by experiment the best single 
lino for seed. The advantage of the former systenn is that it is capable 
of application by the raiyats on. their own fields, and it is r(«p >rtod 
to have given relatively good results. The latter system can only be 
followed cm the land which is under the direct control of experts, but 
it affords better facilities for obtaining the best seeds. 

The two systems are being adopted, both in respect of rice and 
in respect of jute. 

56. During the year the scheme for the supply, umler Government ■••souiium. 
jjupervision, of pure seed cocoons to roarers by the establishment 
■throughout the ,8ilk districts of a number of central nurseries continnod 

to receive tlfe attention of the Sericultural Departnumt. A further step 
towards the improvement of the industry was taken by the grant of 
Rs. 5,615 for initial expenditure and of an annual subsidy of Ks. 5,000 
for five years to Miss Cieghorn of Bnllygungc in Calcutta, whose scientific 
researches for the production of a superior breed of silkworms in 
•conjunction with her father Mr. James Cieghorn, latct of the Public Works 
Department, Bengal, were recommended for Government encouragement 
’hy M. Grangeon, the Sericultural Export, ^and the Bengal Silk Com- 
mittee. It was arranged that with the help of the grant, and subsidy 
Miss Cieghorn should start breeding operations on a large scale and 
that she should continue her experimental and research work on exist- 
ing lines or on such other lines as might commend themselves to 
Government from time to time. The cocoons produced by her will 
be purchased at market rates and tried in the silk districts. 

57. It has been suggested that the present practice in regard to LaaMor 
leasing Government fisheries encourages overfishing and the destruction aaiMHMin 

immature fish, and thSt^ the administration of these fisheries would 

* • c2 



I 

\ 


WMih«i> and 
Orops, 


OMAtion Pf A 
tpmppi»Ai»y poAt 
of RpglAtrar of 
Oo-opoPAtIvo 
SOOlOtlOAi 
■oniAl.to bo 
hold by Mr. J. M. 
Mltro. 


Protootlon And 
proAorvAtlon of 
oortAin wild 
blrdo And 
AnImAlA undor 
Aootlono a And a 
of tho Wild 
Alrdo And 
AnlmAlA 
Protootlon Aot. 


RulOA rodulAtIng 
hunting, 
Ahooting, oto.. 
In tho roAorvod 
And protootod 
forooto In 
PongAl. 


Dovotopmoiit of 
InduAtrlOA. . . 


xiv BENGAL ADIIINIBTBATION REPORT. [IPIMRIR. 

benefit by tho advice of the Deputy Director of FJeheties. Distiiot 
ofhcers have accordingly been asked to famish the Deputy^ Director 
with a list of Government fislieries in their districts showing the 
rents at which they are leased and the dates on which existing leases 
expire. This will enable the Deputy Director to make local enquiries 
in selected cases and to advise tho District officers, where necessary, 
regarding a change in the system of administration. 

WEATHER AND,CIiOPS. 

58. The distribution of the rainfall of the year 1914 affected the 

outturn of the principal crops. Good rain in the early months March, 
April and May resulted in good crops of bhadoi rice and jute. On 
tho other hand (leficiont rain in September, Octol)er and November had 
a bad effect on tho winter rice and the rahi crops. • , 

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES. 

59. Tho p<ist of Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Bengal, is in- 

cluded ill the regular grades of Magistrate and Collector, and this 
fact gave rise to difficulties in confirmin' the Officiating Registrar. Mr. 
J. M. Mitra, in the appointment. As there was, however, no suitable 
officer available who could replace Mr. Mitra and as his retention in 
this appointment was necessary for some time to come in the interests 
of Co-operative work in Bengal, the sanction of His Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for India was obtained to the creation of a temporary post 
of Registrar on Rs. 900 a month for a term of three years, to be held by 

Mr. tJ. M. Mitra and treated as a special post outside the grades 

of Magistrate and Collector so long as it is held by this officer. 

FORESTS. 

60. Tn exercise of the power conferred by sub-section (2) of 

section 2 of the Wild Birds and Animals Protection Act, VIII of 1912, 
a notification was published by Government applying the tirovisions of 
the said Act to certain kinds of birds and animals which are not 
specified in the schedule to the Act, and in accordance with the 
provisions of section 3 of the Act close seasons were prescribed for 
the birds and animals which it was considered desirable to protect 
and preserve in this Presidency, the whole year being declared as close 
time for some and a part of the year for others. 

61. Tho rules which ^wero in force in the two parts of the 

Presidency to regulate hunting, shooting, etc., within reserved and 
protected forests differed in many respects. These rales were also 
co-ordinated during the year, and revised rales on the subject were 
prescribed. 


MANUFACTURES AND MINES. 

62. On the outbreak of war in Europe and the cessation of 
imports from hostile countries, Mr. A. L. Swan, i. c. s., 'was 
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dflimted to ascertain and . report on the present position of snob in- 
dustries ^ as the industrial surveys of 1890 and 1908 showed to be 

capable of expansion and also on the measures necessary for the 

encouragement and development of Indian industries. After considera- 
tion of the Report submitted by Mr. Swan Qovernmont came to the 
cpnolusibn that the first essential was the appointment of a whole-time 
officer of Government whose duty it would be- to keep in touch with 
all the, smaller industries, to study their (.robleins and enable them to 
obtain such advice, information . and assistance as might be practicable. 

A proposal has accordingly been submitted to the Government of 
India for the creation of such an appointment, with the title of 
Director of Industries. 

68. Under section 3 of the Bengal Mining Settlement Act, 1912 
(Bengal Act II of 1912), a Mines Board of Health, constituted as or ilooiui. 

follows, was appointed for the subdivision of Asansol, in the district 

of Burdwan : — 


The District Magistrate of Burdwan — Chairman 

The Subdivisional Officer of Asansol 

The -Civil Surgeon of Burdwan 

The Inspector of Mines in India, Circlo No. 2 


Ex-offido. 


Three members nominated by owners of mines or their represent- 
ative. 

One member nominated by receivers of royalties, rents or fines 
from mines. 


WORKING OF THB INDIAN FACTOR ES ACT. 

64. Owing to the European war the Ghoosqry Rope Works at sx^mption* 
Howrah and the Army Clothing Factorj’ at Alipore wore exempted under or tuo indion 
section 56 of the Act . from the provisions of sub-section (1) of section 22 
for a certain period, and the Ammunition Factory, Dum-Dum, from 
the provisions of section 23 (c) for six months. 

66. Pending the final orders of the Secretary of State on the ©•••tifyins 
arrangement, for the certification of children under the Indian Factories saotoH**, 
Act, 1911, Captain J. C. Gillmon continued to act as a whole-time 
Certifying Surgeon in the immediate vicinity of Calcutta. 


TRADE. 

66. The value of the sea-borne trade (private merchandise only) sor^ign trad*, 
.of the Presidency of Bengal was Rs. 131*63 crores against Rs. 174*83 

crores in 1913-14, a decrease of nearly 26'^ per cent. Of this total, the 
share of Calcutta was Rs. 127*33 crores against Rs. 168*59 crores in 
the preceding year. 

67. Imports into Calcutta aggregated Rs. 56*21 crores, showing a impopt*. 
fall of 20 per cent. Each of the four classes (viz., I. — Food, drink and 
tobacco, TL— &Raw materials and produce and articles mainly unmanu- 
factured, III.— Articles wholly or mainly manufactured and IV. — Mis- 
cellaneous and unclaitsified) into which the sea-borne trade is. classified 

tor statistical purposes showed a decrease. “ Articles wholly or mainly 
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manafactured ” obntributed 81 per cent, of the year's aad 

accounted for 86 per oent. of the total decrease ot 14*48 oror^. This 
decrease was due to lesser imports of manufactures of iron and steely 
cotton fabrics, machinery of all kinds (especially jute machinery 
hardware and cutlery, electrical instruments, motor-cars and cycles 
and glaMH\ “Food, drink and tobacco” held the sectmd place in pmpt 
of value, n;presentiug 13‘5 per cent, of the total imports, and about 
12 per cent, of the total decrease. There was a decree of 
25 per cent, in sugar and 18 per cent, in liquors and salt. Smaller 
receipts of stick lac, inetallio-ores and wood pulp account for the 
decline in class II, the share of which was 4*7 jMr oent. to the 
total imports. The falling off in class IV consisted chiefly in horses, 
or the total imports, 74*1 |)cr oent. came from the United Kingdom 
as Compare 1 with 71*2 per cent, in 1913-14. The shares of the other 
principal contributing countries wore — Java 8*1, Germany 2*2, the United 
States of America 2*8, Japan 2*9. the Straits Settlements 2*3, Bolgiiim 
*9 and Austria- Hungry *6 per cent. 

68. The total value of exports from the Presidency was Rs. 74*47 

crores, a decline of Rs. 28*28 crores or 27*5 per cent. Of this trade 
Oalcutta claims about 95*3 per cent. Jute continued to be the 
dominant staple of the export tra le, contributing 52 per cent, of the 

total. The United King lorn maintained her premier position absorbing 
.*13*2 per cent, of the exports from Calcutta. The United States was 
second with 20*8 per cent., other British possessions with 14*6 per cent., 
and South America and Germany with 4*8 and 4*4 per cent., respect- 
ively. 

69. The value of the trans-frontier trade (merchandise only) was 

Us. 108 lakhs. Some 40 per cent, was with Sikkim, while the shares 

of Nepal, Tibet, and Bhutan were 28, 28 and 4 per cent, respectively. 

The total trade with Sikkim amounted to Rs. 44 lakhs, of which 

- v:* 

imports into Bengal were valued at Rs. 28 lakhs. The trade with 
Nepal amounted to Rs. 30 lakhs. Imports from Tibet were gained 

at Rs. 18 lakhs, and exports to that country at Rs. 11 lakhs. The 
total trade with Bhutan amounted to Rs. 4*66 lakhs. 

70. The value of the Coasting trade of the Presidency declined 

from Rs. 29*7 crores to Rs. 23*3 crores or by 21 per cent. Of this 

70'4 per cent, was with Burma, 10*6 per cent, with Madras, 8*3 per 

cent, with Bombay. Imports fell from Rs. 15*39 crores to 14*45 crores 

owing to lesser receipts of oils mineral and vegetable, teakwood, raw 

cotton and cotton piece-goods. The exports receded by Rs. 5*45 crores 

or 38 per cent. The articles chiefly responsible for this shrinkage were 

• 

jute manufactures, coal and grain and pulse. 

71. The total value of the trade carried by rail and river was 
Rs. 200 crores as against .Rs. 220 crores in 1913-14. Imports into 
Bengal, including Calcutta, from other provinces were valued at JEts. 54 
crores as compared with Rs. 58 crores in the preceding year. Exports 
from Bengal, including Calcutta, to other provinces rose from Rs.. 49*72 
crores to Rs. 51*90 crores, an improvement of 4 per oent^ 

72. Of the 2,115 licenses granted under this Act 1393 covered the 
manufacture, sale or possession of fireworks in a viUage or other' rursi' 
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. The majority oE the remainder cover the manufacture, sale or 
peeaeawenL dE gttnpowder, small arms, nitro-conipounds and ammunition 
or firewArka. A theft cf 111 pounds of gunpowder from the Municipal 
Hagaaipe at Darjeeling was traced to a former municipal servant, who 
was found to be soiling powder in Nepal ; while under arrest in Nepal 
he escaped from custody and was at large at the end of the year. 

73. After the outbreak of war special measures were taken to control Trading ay 

NosMNi 

the trade or business of hostile foreigners. All hostile foreigners, and soraignnra arran 

firms ot which any member or olHoer was a hostile foreigner were, ^,s*'***''***‘ 

under the provisions of the Hostile Foreigners (Trading) Order, 11)14, 

prohibited frotn trading without a license. In llengal 83 licenses in nil 

were issued under this Order. Of these 47 wore granted to British 

allied or neutral firms, who on the outbreak of war had in their employ 

managers, officers or agents of enemy nationality, whom they suhso- 

quently discharged. ^ Those licenses entitled the holders to continue 

trading without supervision. Twenty licenses wore issued to firms to 

carry on business under the supervision of the Controller of Hostile 

Firms, and 18 firms were granted licenses to carry on business only 

for the purpose of liquidating assets and paying debts. Six firms were 

shut down under clause 6 (2) of the same Order. Mr. K. £. Mougons 

of Messrs. Meugens, King & Co., Chartered Accountants, held the office 

of Controller throughout the period. 


PUBLIC WORKS DRPARTMBNT— ESTABLISHMENT. 

74. The strength of the Engineer ostahlishmont in Bengal is 48 **' ^ ^* * 11, ^ 1**'* 
and is composed of 32 Imperial and 16 Provincial Engineers. Tho 

superior posts of the doi)artment were allotted by the Government 
of India in August 1914 at 15 for Imperial and 8 for Provincial 
Engineers. 

75. As regards the recruitment of Provincial Engineers, the or 

system has hitherto been to recruit a B.E. student from tlio Sihpur snginrara. 
Engineering College ev<5i-y year. This rate of recruitment has now 

been modified, as owing to tho reduced cadre sanctioned for the 
Bengal Public Works Department on the reconstitution of tho Province 
in April 19f2, it is not possible to recruit a student every year. In 
order, however, to keep faith with the students of the Sihpur College 
who entered on tho guarantee of one Government appointment a year, 
the Government of India have decided to give the qualified student 
in alternate years a State Railway appointment. 

76. In order to decrease work in the Secretariat and in Public o«i«aatioii of 
Winks Department offices certain powers hitherto exercised by Govern- 

*ment have been delegated to Superintending Engineers, the submission 
of some reports and returns which were not absolutely necessary liave 
been discontinued, and others are now to be submitted at longer 
intervals. 

77« The Eleotrioal Division which has > hitherto been temporary sioeMoai 
was made permanent with effect from the let January 1914 and 
placed in ehaige of a specially appointed Electrical Engineer. 

78; In aoeordance with the recommendations of the Port Facili- aui^rayortiM 
tfee . CoDunittee, a Special Officer was appointed to enquire into the 
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condition of the Upper Hocghly and its feeder rivers. Major Hirst, i. A., 
who has had considerable practical experience of saoh work was 
entrusted with this <luty. * * 

79. In connection with the Dacca University scheme a temp(»raxy 
Public Works Division was formed at Dacca on the 18th January 
1915 and place 1 in charge of an experienced Engineer and staff. , 


BUILDINGS. 

f 

80. Th(i most important Imperial works in progress during the 
year were the construction of the Salt Golas and the Post Offioe at 
Chittagong. 

81. The Chief Provincial works completed or in progress were - 

(1) Works in connection with Government # House at Darjeoliqg, 

ami additions and alterations to Government House (Dil- 
khusa) at Djicca. 

(2) The ofii(?o of the Commissitmer of the Rajshahi Division at 

datpaiguvi. 

(3) The new Secretariat for the Bengal Government offices when 

in residence at Dacca. 

(4) In coun(5ction with Magistrates’ and Collectors’ Courts, the 

new Collectorato at Midnaporo, and additions and alterations 
to the Collectorate at Barisal. 

(5) In connection with (’ivil Courts, the now Civil Court at 

Bankura, ami the District Judge’s residence at Khulna. 

(6) Among Jail works, the new Forms Store in connection with 

the prt<ss in the Central Jail at Allpoi‘o ; and additions 
ami alterations to the District Jail at Comilla. 

(7) For the Polict; lh*i)artment, Sorgiianta’ Bai'racks at Lai Bazar; 

additions ami alterations to pnMuisos No 2, Bankshall Street, 
to acconunotlato the Police Court which was removed from 
Lai Bazar ; the police buildings at Paikpara ; the buildings 
for the Military Police at Peelkhana, Dacca ; the Reserve 
Police Lines at Chittagong ; the Police Barrack's at Bloom- 
field Spur, Darjeeling ; works in connection with the Surda 
Police Training College and a largo number of new police- 
stations in the Northern and Eastern Circles. 

(8) For the Education Department the most important works were 

acquisition of land for (1) the Muhammadan Arts College 
and the Calcutta Madrassa ; (2) the hostel for St. Xavier's 
College, Calcutta ; (3) the David Hare Training College, ' 
Ballygunge (4) the hostel for the Bangabasi College; and 
(5) the New University Institute, Calcutta ; improvements 
and alterations in the Victoria Boys’ School, Kurseemg : 
Sanitary works at Dow Hill Girls’ School, Kurseong; the 
Physical Laboratory for the now Dacca University ; the 
Dining Hall for tlie New -Cdilege of the Dacca University; 
and the alterations to the Secretariat tob convert it into a 
Muhammadan College for the Dacca University. 



8UM1IARY. xix * 

, (9) Among medical works, the School of Tropical Medicines, 

Calcutta ; and the new Diphtheria ward on the roof of 
the Medical College Hospital. 

(10) Under contribution works, the New jDhapel at the Presidency 
General Hospital, Bhowaniporo, and the Infectious Diseases 
wards and the Nurses* Home for the Mitford Hospital at 
Dacca. 

. * , COMMUNICATIONS. 

82. The unmetalled portion of Calcutta-Josaoro Road was metalled ^|y*“"**** 
and the, road boundaries were demarcated with stone pillars. 

The widening of the Grand Trunk Road in the Asansol Subdivision 
from 8 to 12 feet was taken up. 

Considerable progress was made in metalling 4| miles of the Hilli* 

Balurghat Road and the construction of steel jiile bridge over the Janmua 
river at Hilli was commenced. 

The improvement of many roads in the Duars was in progress 
and the construction of Inspection bungalows and bridges on thosi^ roads 
was commenced. 

At Chittagong the Strand Road was metalled and the Agrabad Road 
improved. 

The bridges on the Rangamati-Mahalsory Road in (diittagong Hill 
Tracts were widened. 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLIC IMPBOVE.MENTS. 

83. At the north-east corner of the Calcutta Maiilan a combineil Mi8o«ii«n«ou« 
lati'ine and urinal was erected for the use of the public. 

A tank at the south-west corner of the old Presidency Jail on 

the Calcutta Maidan was filled in, also a tank on the south of the 

Police Barracks at Sibpur. 

The diversion of the khal bet\reen tln< Munsif’s Court and now 

Civil Court at Munshiganj was carried out. 

The encroachment of the coast at Noakhali by the river Megna 
was surveyed and the action of the river was watched carefully 

during the year. 


RAILWAYS. 

84. Six light railways are partially under the control of the AdministMitian. 
Government of Bengal. The Government of India in the Railway 
Department (Railway Board) control the larger aiid more important 

railway systems. 

85. Duiing the year 118‘60 miles of new railway lines were opened Mii*fig«. 
for tra^o, bringing the total mileage open to 2,841*17 miles. 

86. Several surveys for new lines were completed during the year. sui>v«ya. 

The Railway . Board also authorised the survey of several new projects. 

87. The following important lines were opened during the year : — ums opanae 

during yMi»a 

f* , (1) The Sa^a-Santahar Broad. Gauge fizeension, and 

(2) the Bhairab Bazar-Tangi Branch of the Assam-Bens^ Railway. 
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••nRM 88. Work on this was coinpleteii daring the year. The bridge 

was oponod on 4th March 1915 by His Excellency the Viceroy, 
impoi^nt 89. The following important lines were under construction daring 

lllIM uild«l^ 

eenstfuotion. the y*;ar 


(1) Burdwan-Howrah Chord Railway. 

(2) Bankiira-Dainodar River Railway, and 
(.3) Sara-Serajganj Railway. 
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90. Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co. and Killick, Nixon & Co* 
obtained concessions for the coristruction of the Bhairab Bazar*Mymen> 
singh Railway with branches under the Government of India’s Branch 
Line terms. 

91, This line, which was opened for passenger traffic in October 
191.3, had to be closed with effect from 1st August 1914, owing to 
deficiency of ballast and inefficient Maintenance, o It was rc-opened* fpr 
pass4<ng(»r traffic on 1st Septend)Br 1914. Difficulties occurred in con- 
nection with the managing agency which, however, have since been 
settb'd by the appointment of Messrs. McLeod & Co. 


CANALS. 

M.|ei> wei>k.. 92. The Major Irrigation Works in Bengal are the Midnapore and 

tlu^ llijili Tidal Canals. The latter is for navigation only, while the 
fornuM- provides for b(»th irrigation and navigation. The area irrigated 
during the year was 78,310 acres as compared with 80,179 acres 
during the preceding year. The revenue from these two canals 
amounted to Rs. 2,.o.3,369 as against Rs. 2,46,372 during the previous 
year, 'rin? increase Is unde*r Midnapore Canal and is due to the 
collection of water rat^s bn* boro irrigation fpr the season 1913-14 
having been maibi in 1914-15. 

Mine. work.. 93. The Minor Works for navigation are the Calcutta and Eastern 

Canals, tlm Aladaripur Blvil Channel, a portion of the Orissa Coast 
Canal, the Na<lia Rivtns and the Gaighata and Baxi Khal, while the 
Eden Canal which is classed under this head is used for irrigation ; 
the Utterbhag Lock which was practically completed during the year 
and opened for traffic on the 15th February 1915 is in connection 
with the Magra li&t Drainage Scheme and treated as a Minor Work 
for navigation. Training works on the rivers Ganges, Dhaleswari and 
Buriganga are also classed under this head. The capital outlay on 
works under this class for which Capital Accounts are kept, to end 
of the year stood at Rs. 1,25,12,842. The receipts for the . year 
amounted to Rs. 4,29,591 as against Rs. 5,27,179 in the year 1913-14.‘ 
Tiu' decrease is chiefly in the Calcutta and Eastern Canals and the 
Mailaripur Bhil Channel and is due in the case of the former to 
depression in trade and a falling off in the imports of jute and in the 
latter case to the silting up of the western approaches at Manikdah 
and Loop Channel where about two miles were oomfdetely silted up 
dislocating the traffio for some months. There was also a decrease in 
the receipts from the Eden Canal due to failure of crops on sccoant 
of short supply of water ih the Damodar River. 
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EMBANKMENT AND ORAINAaB WORKS. 

94. * The expenditure on embankmeiitR was Rs. 9,46,708 and on axpanditura. 
drainafife works Rs. 1,17,397 during the year. 


CHAPTER V. 

REVENUE AND FINANCE. 


IMPERIAL FINANCE. 

95. The Imperiy,! receipts amounted to Rs. 8,3.5,85,947 and the impdHdi 
ohai'gos to Rs. 1,01,69,830 in comparison with Ks. 9,05,29,9-11 and 
Rs. 97,40,740, rospectivolj’. in the previous year, 'rint decrcijso in rciunpts 
was mainly under the head Customs and was due to the dislocation of 
trade owing to the outbreak of tlio Kurop<‘.an war. Tliore was also a 
considerable decline in Stamps owing to tho collapse of tlie jute market. 

The increase of expenditure occurre<l mainly under Irrigation — Minor 
Works and Navigation on account fif tho purchase of special dredging 
plant for the maintenance of waterways. There was also larger expendi- 
ture under Refunds and Drawbacks due to hejivy ^•epayments of Customs 
duty on tho ro-oxpoitation of Java sugar to the United Kingdom, under 
Land Revenue -as survey and settlement work was still ox])anding and 
under Miscellaneous owing to special charges on account of the war. 


EXCISE, 

- 96. The necessity for Iho revision of the staff of tho Excise anil R*opa«niMition 
Salt Dfepartments had boon long felt, and pi’oposals for the reorganization 2m«igi»i»i«tion 
and amalgamation of the two departments were drawn uj) prior to the «rth«Riioi«« 
reconstitution of Provinces in 1912. A revised scheme had, however, to Papai^tmanta. 
be framed as a result of the Provincial changes. Tho main features of 
the scheme, which has now been sanctioimd Ijy His Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for India and is being gradually brought into effect, are : — 

(1) The formation of a close Excise and Salt service for the Presi- 

dency, and the dissociation, as far as possible, from Excise 
work of officers entrusted with revenue anil judicial functions. 

(2) The creation of two appointments of Deputy Commissioners, on 

Rs. 850 — 50—1,000 per mensem, to replace the existing 
Inspector of Excise and the Assistant Commissioner of Salt 
in charge of the districts of the 24-Parganas and Khulna. 

The duties of these officers will consist mainly in inspection 
and advisory work, the supervision of the preventive staff 
and the co-ordination of the preventive operations. 

(8) The creation of a staff of 26 Excise Superintendents, on pay 
ranging from 1^. 260 to Rs. 700 per mensem, with an addi- 
tional probationary Superintendent on Rs. 150 per mensem. 

d 2 



BENGAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 




••ngal 

Aot, 1914 (■•ngal 
AOt VII Of 1914). 


XXIl 


The scheme provides for the appointment^ in each district of 
a special Kxcise officer who will h<4d entire charge of diBp> 
trlct Excise administration in subordination to the Cdlector, 
with regard to whom 'ho will occupy a position similar to 
that of the Superintendent of Police in police matters. 

A 

SupcM'intondents will bo appointed to all districts, except 
llowraii, Ih^ra and Noakhali, in which it is proposed for 
the present to put an Inspector in charge. The Chief Pre- 
ventive Officer in Calcutta and the Personal^ Assistant to 
the (Jommiasibner of Excise,* hitherto recruited from other 
services, arc included in the number of Superintendents. 

(4) The improvement of the pay and grading and the strengthen- 

ing of the numb(>r8 of the existing (listillbry. warehouse and 
jircventive staff, so as to ensure greater efficiency. Fifty- 
five Inspectors will bo appointed op pay ranging' from 
Its. 100 to Hs. to replace tlie old Deputy Inspector 

class. The number of Sub-Inspectors has been raised from 
J61) to 237 and their pay from Its. 30 rising to Rs. 80, 
to Its. .'jO rising to Its. 100. 

(5) A similar revision of the staff of potty officers, peons and 

chu'ks and the amalgamation of the district clerical Excise 
establishments with the Collector’s establishments. 

07. After the constitution of the now Presidency of Bengal with 
eff(!ct from the 1st April 1912, there wore two Excise Acts in force, 
nanudy, the Bengal Excise Act, No. V of 1909, in the Presidency 
and Hurd wan Divisions and the ilistri^t of Darjeeling, and the Eastern 
Bengal ami Assam Act, No. I of 1910, in the Dacca, Rajsbahi' (with 
the (exception of the district of Darjeeling) and Chittagong Divisions 
(omitting the Chittagong Hill Tracts). As there were some slight 
differences in the Acts and it was found inconvenient and undesirable 
to retain both the Acts in force in different parts of the Presidency, 
it was decided to adopt the Bengal Act for the whole Presidency, 
and to make such alterations as were necessary to adapt it to the 
circumstances of Eastern Bengal. 

The opportunity was taken to eliminate all references io the Board 
of Revenue in accordance with the decision that the administration of 
Excise should be directly under Government, and to strengthen the 
law in two particulars, first, by • inci'oasing the penalties for offences 
in connection with cocaine, and secondly by amending the definition 
** of li(iuor ” so as to make it clear that all liquid containing alcohol 
is brought within the provision of the Excise Act, even though the 
alcoholic strength is weak enough to make it doubtful whether thA 
liquor can be classed as intoxicating. The new Act, after receiving the 
assent of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General, came 
into force on the let November 1914 as Bengal Act VII of 
1914. 

PROVINCIAL FINANCE. 
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98. The receipts and charges amount^ to Rs. 8,22,55,000 and 
Rs. 6,70.49,000, respectively, against Rs. 6,21,42,000 and R^. 6,16,61,000 
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in 19^18-14.. The increase in receipts was mainly duo to special assign-* 
ments made to Provincial Revenues on account of grants to the 
Calcutta University for hostels and further grants fur the improvement of 
education and the Dacca University. Against this iucreast? tliere were 
decreases under Land Revenue, Stamps, Excise, Forests, Registration 
and Ports and Pilotage, owing to the sudden outbreak of iiostilities 
in Europe in August 1914 which led to a dislocation of trade and 
business in general and the collapse of the jute market in particular. 
The increases in expenditure cliicjfly oocurrovl under Civil Works, Edu- 
cation, Police, Irrigation, Courts of Law, Lan>l Revenue. Medical, Agri- 
culture and Jails Tho increases under Civil Works, Education. Mo<.lical 
and. Agriculture wore principally on account of largt*r expend itxiro from 
the Imperial grants for tho development of F] lucation. Sanitatirni and 
Agriculture. The increase under Police was mainly due to the en- 
hancement of constables’ pay and tho introduction f>f otlun- police 
reforms ; under Irrigation, to tho purchase of tlnnlging plant ; under 
Courts of law, to legal expenses in connection witli. political cases ; 
under Land Revenue, to growth of survey and settlement work ; and 
under Jails to special purchases of European stores, blankets and 
machinery for tho Dacca Jail. 


LOCAL FINASCB. 

99. The total receipts ol Local Funis amount h 1 to Us. 1,16,1.5,291 i.oo«i pii 
and the charges to Rs. 1,24,84,653. The closing balauc('. being n'tluce<l 
from Rs. 57,34,867 to Us. 48,66,605. Tho decrease in tlni balanci> is 
chiefly due to the utilisation by District Iloai-ds of their <*iihancetl re- 
sources from tho Public Works Unss, wliicli could not Im' spent in 
1913-14, as schemes and plans wore not then ready. Eleven Union Com- 
mittees in the districts of Khulna, MurshiUabad and Fandj>ur opemod 
accounts at tho local treasuries, while the Chittagong Port Fund ceased 
to bank with the Government treasury on the transfer of its account 
to the looal branch of the Bank of Bengal. Tho new Dacca Canton- 
ment Fund, which started with a grant of Rs. 1,112 from the Mili- 
tary Department, opened an account with tho local branch of the 
Bank of Bengal. The* designation of the fund hitherto called “ Tho 
Hindu College Fund ” was changed daring tho year to “ The Presidency 
Cdilege Graduate Scholarship Fund.” Owing to tho economic strin- 
gency brought on by the war tho incomo of the Zoological Garden 
from entrance fees was greatly diminished. 


CIIAPTE,R VI. 

VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICE. 

MEDICAL SERVICE. 

100. A bill to -provide for the re^stration of qualified medical Th-ia^ngai 
practitioners in Bengal was passed into law in May 1914 as the im#. Bangai aot 
Bengal Medieal Act. VI of 1914. Its main objects are to provide a ''*•'*•**• 
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moaiiH of protecting the public and the medical profeasimi from irregu- 
larly qualified practitioners, and to afford facilities for aaoertaining 
wliothur any particular medical practitioner possesses recognised quali- 
fications. 

101. A (Jouncil of Medical Registration was constituted under the 

Act with effect from the 20th October 1914 and consists of a presji- 
dent and 14 members, elected and nominated. The Act confers upon 
the Medical- Council the duties of general supervision over the inter- 
ests of the medical profession and tht» progress of medical education, 
and it r(>sts with that body to deciile When the training and equip- 

tnent of a school or college are such as to justify the grant of a 

registrable qualification to its successful students. 

102. To meet the situation caused by the discontinuance of the 

University Kxamination for the License in Medicine and Surgery which 
shut out a considoraldc! body of candidates wjio while unable, to 
attain to the highest qualifications an^ yet above the standard of those 
who ])asH out from the (foverniniuit Mt^dical Schools and are quite 
capable of i)rofiting by a wider course of training than that prescribed 
for thesis schoofl, a separate body of Examim^rs called * the Ilengal 
State ]Medi<‘al Faculty” was constituted in August 1914. This body 
will examiiKf and C('rtify to tin' qualifications of those medical stm^ents 
who are unable to attain to the high standard required for the M.B. 

tlegree of the (yalcutta University. The Faculty will gfant a diploma 

of meml)erHhi[) and a Hcimiho, the former corresponding to the L.M.S., 
pieviously granted by the (’ahnitta University, and the latter to the certi- 
fieati' '^iven by the (lovernment Medical Snhools. Those qualifications 
will Ih» re(?o.;niaeti by the Ilengal Council of Medical Registration as 
regiHtrai)lo under section 18(a) of the Ilengal Medical Act, 1914. The 
Governing Holy of the Faculty are appointed by tho Governor in 
Council. 

103. The building for tho School of Tropical Medicine at Calcutta, 

the foun<lation-8tono of which was laid by His Excellency Lord 
Carmichael on the 24th Fel)ruary 1!)14. has been nearly completed. 
Questions relating to the staff and tho equipment required for the 
school are now under considoratimi. • • 

104. Lieutenant-Colonel W. 1). Sutherland, i.m.s., who had been 
depute I by the Government of India to the Medical College for a 
temporary puri(Kl with effect from the 27th September 1912 to instruct 
solectod medical otticors in serological work and give expert advice in 
regard to exhibits sent to him in medico-legal cases, was appointed 
” Imperial Serologist ” as a i experimental measure for two years from 
the 1st ^larch 1914. He has been appointed “a Chemical Examiner* 
to Government,” for tho purposes of section 610 of the Code of Crimi- 
nal Procedure. 

105. A portion of the Leper Asylum maintained at Bankura by the 
I^lission to Lepers in Imlia and the £ast was constituted a Leper 
Asylum for the purposes of the Lepers Act, 1898, and the district 
of Bankura was specified under the provisions of the Act as tho local 
area from which lepers might be sent to that Asylum. Section 9 of 
the Lepers Act was also extended to this district. Sections 3, 4 and 
5 of the Act were extendel to the Darjeeling Municipality. 
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106. In consequence of the territorial changes made in 1912, the 

Government of India in consultation with the Governments of Bengal for 

• !*-• iixifi ••ngaland 

and Assam sanctioned the constitution of a joint cadre oi the liunan Ammmm. 
Medical Service for the two Provinces. In constituting this joint cadre 
the relative claims to seniority of the officers already in permanent 
civil employ in the two Provinces were examined by the Government 
of India and the position held by each officer on the combined list 
was also determined. In respect of the temporary Indian Medical 
Service officers the Government of India also tlotermineil the p<i8ition 
of these officers on a combined list for the Provinces of Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa and Assam. 

107. In Bengal instruction in the higher branches of medical 
education has hitherto been confincil te the Medical (’ollego, Calcutta, 
and the number of candidates for such etlucation has been limited by the 
a^egmmodation provic|pd in that College. It is not possible to increaso 
this accommodation without the provision of another College. The Com- 
mittee of the Albert Victor Institution at Belgachia therefore approaclnnl 
Government with a scheme for affiliating the Institution to the Univer- 
sity and providing a second fully equipped College for higher medical 
education. The scheme provides for tlie improvement of, and additions 
to, the building and equipment of the hospital and existing school at 
an estimated cost of Rs. 7^ lakhs. The recurring coat of the school 
and hospital has been placed at Rs. 1,20,()(K) a year. The proposals have 
received the full sympathy of Government and the 'sanction of the 
Secretary of State has been obtained to a grant of Rs. 5 lakhs from 
Provincial Revenues towards the initial coat of the scheme and a recur- 
ring annual grant of Rs. 50,000 towards the maintenance charges on 
condition that the authorities of the Institution shall themselves raise 
21 lakhs towards the adtiilions and improvements and obtain annual 
grants amounting to Rs. 30,000 from Municipalities and Rs. 10.000 from 
the University of Calcutta. It has also boon laid down as a condition , 
of these grants that the Belgachia Institution should cease at once to 
have any further conneejtion with vernacular or sclnx)l education and 
should erect buildings and set up equipment n(‘Cossary to obtain affiliation 
to the M.B. •course from the Calcutta University. 

108. Impressed by the absence of proptjr nursing arrangements in •■■‘•y 
mufassal hospitals generally Her Excellency Lady Carinichffil has initiated •eh«m* e»i»* 
a scheme for training Indian nurses. The scheme has btjon introduced 
experimentally at the Victoria Hospital, Darjeeling, and at St. Andrew’s 

Colonial Homes and Charteris Hospital, Kalimpong. 

109. With a view to improve the prospects of Sub- Assistant Surgeons ^•^motionof 
and to assimilate their position to that of offic(>rs in other subordinate SHi4*onstaui« 
services, the Government of India have om[)owered all Local Govern- 

ments and Administrations to promote Sub-Assistant Surgeons to the 
rank of Civil Assistant Surgeons with the pay and privileges attached 
thereto. The concession which is to be strictly confined to a few men 
with not less than 20 years’ service and possessing very exceptional 
professional attainments, was granted to senior Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
Rai N. 0. Sen Bahadur (since deceased) and Rai Sahib G. C. 

Bagchi. 
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110. In view oC the satisfactory results produced among tUe school 
oliildren at Uinajpur by the systematic administration of quinine, it was 
suggested that the services of school masters and inspecting officers of 
tho Education Department should be enlisted for the purpose pf popu- 
larising quinine among school children throughout the Province. It was, 
however, decided in the first instance to introduce . the scheme tenta- 
tively in the district of flooghly. The Director of Public Instyuction 
was accordingly instructed to take steps ior the distribution of quinine 
to all schools in that district in consultation with tho Sanitary Commis- 
sioner who was requested to report on tho success of the scheme. 

111. The Malaria Committee having reported that patients suffering, 
from malaria received totally inadequate doses of quinine at District 
Hoard dispensaries, tho attention of District Hoards was drawn to the 
fact and thoy were urged to utilize a portion of {heir increased incoihe 
from the Public Works Cess in supplying their dispensaries with a 
sufliciout stock of quinine. Municipalities were also requested to supply 
their dispensarioH with an adequate amount of quinine, and a few of 
the poorer municipaliti(!8 received special grants to enable them to do so. 


EMKJU.VnON. 


Am%mm Labour 
and Bmlgratlon 
(Amondmank) 
Act, 1916 (No. 
VIII of 1916). 


112. This measure intr(jduc(»s important amendments in the Assam 
Labour and Kmigration Act, 1901 (VI of 1901). Of the changes 
effocted by it the most important is tho creation of a Central Hureau, 
designated the Assam Labour Hoard, to supervise recruitment. Tho 
Board will not its(’lf comliiet any recruiting operations, but will advise 
on applications for Local Agents’ licenses and exercise a general super- 
vision over recruitment. It will consist of 16 inombera, including one 
(Tovornment servant, nominated by the Government of India, who 
shall b(» ex-offiao Chairman, tho remaining members being elected by 
the Indian Tea Association (Calcutta and London) and the Assam and 
Surma Valley Branches of that Association. Tim routine work of the 
Hoard will be conducted by an Executive Committee consisting of five 
mombers. Power is giv(>n to the Hoard to levy for its suppoii: a cess 
on labourers recruited and sardars sent to tho recruiting districts. 
The Hoard is competent to endorse Local Agents’ licenses in cases of 
misconduct, and to api)oint inspecting officers, desighated supervisors 
who shall be considered public servants. 

Thu following is a summary of the other changes introduced 

Q) The definition of the word emigrate” in section 2(1) hag 
been so amended as to bring within the scope of the Act 
all imrsons recruited in Native States who pass through 
British territory to proceed to the labour districts of Assam 
for employment as labourers. 

(2) By the repeal of Chapter III recruitment by contractors is 

abolished. 

(3) The amendment of section 64 permits recognised associations 

and firms to apply on behalf of employers for Local Agents’ 
licenses. - ' 
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(4) The amendment of section 67 enables a District Mafifistrate 
« * to cancel a Local Agent’s license on general gibunds. 

(5^ By the repeal of section 90 recruitment by garden sardars 
holding special permits from employers lias been prohibited. 

113. In 1912 the Nepalese Government in order to control the or 

recruitment of Gurkhas of the fighting classes, prohibited all recruit- Nopa?ano" 
ment in Nepal, except for military purposes. They t(K)k no stc'ps at 
that time to prohibit recruitment on the borders of Nepal of Gurkhas tsana paraso or 
who did not belong to the fighting classes. Recently being impressed 
with the danger of the fighting classes being recruited for civil •^•••aita. 
employment outside Nepal, they solicited the co-optu’ation of the British 
Government in discouraging the employ ment of the fighting classes in 
•> non-military pursuits in British territory, and in order to remove the 
temptation which might be thrown in the way of the military classes 
by the recruitment of non-military castes on the borders of Nepal, they 
issued more stringent regulations prohibiting all attempts, direct or 
indirect, to recruit Gurkhas of an}' class inside Nopal for other than 
military purposes. These measures in no way interfere with the 
recruitment of Gurkhas of the non-fighting class provided that they 
are recruited in British territory and are not induced to leave Nepal, 
directly or indirectly, by recruiting cOgents. It is therefore open to 
the tea industry in Darjeeling and other employers of Gurkha 
labour to continue the local recruitment of Nepalese of non-military 
castes. 

For many years it has been the custom to parade military recruits 
for two consecutive Saturdays at the Darjeeling sadar thana with the 
object of enabling Managers of tea gardens to claim runaway coolies. 

This practice has, however, been found very inconvenient to the military 
authorities. Moreover, for ten years there has been no instance of a 
recruit being claimed at the thana parades. Government have therefore 
directed the suspension of the thana parados as an experiment for one 
year. 


SANITATIO.N. 


114. A six months’ course of lectures, demonstrations and practical TMinini of 
work with a Municipal Health Officer was prescribed for candidates ****'”* 
for posts of Health Officers of -the 2nd class who do not possess a 
diploma in public health. 

^5. The concession was granted to Government 'servants whose 
pay does not exceed Rs. 100 a month of an advance of travelling 
’ expenses for an attendant', if necessary, to accompany a member of his 
family to the Pasteur Institute at Kasauli. 

116. The Bengal Vaccination Act V ' of 1880 was extended to 33 taMnaioii or oi* 
'Revenue > Mauzas adjoining the Railway Settlement at Kharagpur, in the 
district of Midnapore. with the exception of the area included within 
the limits of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 



Tii« Daooa 
Unlv«raltyi 


•OI10OI for 
boys. 


XXViii BEN0AL ADMINISTKATIOM- REPOKT. [1914-1915. 

CNAFTER VII. 

INSTRUCTION. 

EDUCATION. 

117. Thf Hcheme'for tht? establishment of a teaeiiin^ and residential 
ITnivorsity at Dacca received the ffenoral approval of the Secretary of 
State in 11H3. It was originally intended that the University should 
coinpriHo, among otlmr institutions. th»< Dacca College, a new Oovernment 
(College, the .lagunnath College, a Muhammadan (’ollege, a College for* 
Women, an Kngiiu^oring College, a Training College and the Departments 
of Islamic and Sanskrit studies and of law and idodicine. There is also 
a proposal peiuling for the establishment of (yoUeges, one for Christian 
men and another for (Christian women, by the Oxford Mission in con- 
nection with the University. As the tinancial position rendered it impos- 
sible to carry out at once the fidi scheme, the Government of Dengal 
decided in communication with the Government of India that a beginning 
should be male with the more essentml portions of the scheme, on a 
scale coinmon.Hurjito with the funds available. With this object in view 
it was decided to postpone proceeding with the following items : — 

The now College, the Kngiueoring College and some of the Labora- 
tories, the Natural History Museum, the Observatory, the Department 
of Sanskrit stu lies and the hostel with high fees. 

Thos«^ institutions will be established in course of time, ami in the 
meautim ' arrangements are being m vd«i to provide for the present accom- 
molation of the nucleus of the University until funds become available 
for the erection of all the new buildings comtemplatod. The total capital 
<‘xponditure necessary for the inauguration of the University on the 
reduced scale has been estimati^d at Rs. 38,40,000, and some of the 
buildings were starte<l during the year under report. The expenditure 
will be met out of thci accumulate ! grants made by the Government of 
India which now amounts to Rs. 39,45,000. The recurring expenditure 
iinmiHliately involved amounts to Rs. 10,03,404. The total income avail- 
able to meet recurring charges has been estimated at Rs. 10,05,658, 
which is made up of (l) the annual recurring grant of Rs. 5,45,000, 
samitioned by the Government of India, (2) the receipts from fees and 
other sources, and (3) the contribution made by the Government of 
Bengal, calculated on the cost now incurred on the existing colleges 
at Dacca. 

118. Government have had for some time under consideration a 

scheme for the establishment of a residential S 'hool in Bengal for the 

sons of Indian gentlemen of position, as the education given in High 

English schools is not in all ways suited to the requirements of this 

section of the community, especially in the case of boys who are intend- 
ed to complete their education at an English University. The scheme 
which was eventually framed received the sanction of the Secretary of 
State during the year under review. It has been sanctionec as an. 
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axperimdntal measure for, five years. The iastitution was inauf(urated on a 
small sc^Ie at the close of the year and is located lor the present at 
Hastings House. Calcutta. Mr. Papworth, from Bishop Cotton’s School 
at Simla, has been appointed resident Assistant Master in charge of 
the school, with some non-resident Indian assistants, ponding the selec- 
tipn and appointment of a Head Master in Knglund. 

119. At a meeting of the Calcutta Social Study Society the lloii’hle 

Mr. Hornell, Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, read a paper on 

“ Educational Organization as a civic problem ” in which h<i tlealt 

particularly with the system of education prevailing in tln‘ City of 
Calcutta and with the responsibilities of the Corporation in the matter. 
The Corporation took up the matter and aj^pointed a special (%im- 
mitteo to examine the general question of education in the City, and 
Government at the same time deputed an otficer to makit an ediiea- 
tipivtl survey of Calcutta, as rogarils the population to bt< educatt'd, 

its numbers and distribution according to se.x, class of life and 

language, and the institutions available for its education. 

The report of the special officer has not as yet l)oen submitted, 
and the work of the Committee appointed by the (Corporation has 
been suspended pending the completion of that report. 

120. Four scholarships of the value of Us. IH, 12, 8 and 8 re- 

spectively per mensem and tenable for two years in the »lay classes 
of the Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta, were formerly 
awarded on the results of the C or Commercial class examinations 
which wore open to students attending the C Classes which had been 
opened in connection with selected high schools. On the abolition 'of 
the C Class examinations the Commercial Institute was placed at a 
disadvantage in the matter of scholarships as compared with other 
Government institutions. Sanction was accordingly given to the institu- 
tion of six scholarships for the Commercial Institute with effect 
from the begin ning of the session 1914-1.5. Three of these are of 

the value of Rs. 12 each per mensem and are tenable for one year 

H^y first- year students, while the other three scholarships are of the 

yalue of Rs. 20 each per mensem and are tenable for one year by 

second-year ‘students. 

121. A Committee was appointed by Government to consider the 
question of the education of Hindu girls, in connection with a sugges. 
tion that there is scope for the establishment in Calcutta of a school 
for the Hindu girls of the Presidency to be conducted on jnirda lines. 
The C ommittee has been asked to consider, among other subjects, 
whether the provision of such additional educational facilities as it may 
decide to recommend should be made through the agency of schools 
under the direct management of Government or of privately-managed 
schools in receipt, if necessary, of grants-in-ajd. 

122. At the instance of the Sanskrit Examination Board Government 
have sanctioned the proposal for the inclusion of Pali and Prakrit 
among the subjects of study under the control of the Sanskrit Examin- 
ation Board. 

123. The Government of India have sanctioned the proposal of the 
Local Government that the services of Head Pandits and Pandits in 
Guru-training Schools in Eastern Bengal should qualify for pension. 
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124. The Boheme for the opening of dlaBBOG' hi teohn;ot(giraL tehGiniB-', 

try and ' in dyeing and the chemistry of dyeing at the Civil llh^neer- 
ing College, Sihpur, received the sanction of. the Secretary of State 
during 11108 as an experimental measure for three years. On the ex- 
piration of this pi^rind the continuance of the classes was sanctioned 
as a temporary measure, pending the establishment' of corresponding 
classes at the proposed Technological Institute in Calcutta. A large sum 
of money was spent in furnishing an experimental dye house fittQd with 
mo him m.achitn^ry and apparatus for the demonstration of practical 
iiK'thods of commercial dyeing. The classes have as yet attracted but 
few students, but th«^y are now capable of meeting the present needs 
not only of this Province l)ut probably of the whole of India in the 
matter of specialised scientific training in the principles and practice of 
dyeing, aiul tlu'y are being advertised in other provinces in the hope 
that additional students may be secured for theniA ' • 

125. Kducation in .Madrassas in this Presidency having been found 
to Ik* ill suited for the requirements of the present day, Government 
have after mature deliberation decided to inti*oduce a revised curriculum 
of studies in tlies)* institutions with a view to impart such an education 
to tlu* Muhamuuulaus as would enable them to play their part in the 
various activities of public lift*. The revised curriculuTn is the result 
of tin* deliberations of a Committee of experts appointed to consider the 
matter iii connocti<<u with the proposal for the establishment of a 
faculty of Islamic studit*8 in the Dacca University. Its object is to 
UKHh'rnize the courses and combine with instruction in Islamic studies 
a thorough grounding in the Knglish language. The reformed course 
has b(>on brought into op(?ration in .all Government .and aided Madrassas 
since the clos<* of the year. 

As there is also a demand for scholars of the old type versed in 
the ancient lore of Isl.am who would minister to the religious and 
s(H;inl n'quirements of tin* Muhamm.adan community and uphold their 
ancient traditions, Government have di.'cided that the Calcutta Madr.assa 
should 1m* I’eserved for studies on old orthodox linos and should provide 
the kind of teaching which has made the M.adrassaB in 'Upper India 
the centre of Islamic h'arning. 

Scholars from llongal Madrassas havt^ not made any substantial 
contribution to the learning and literature of Islam and a large number 
of students from Bengal, after passing the highest examination of the 
Bengal Ma<lrass.as, proceed to Deoband and other reputed seats , of 
Islamic learning in Upper India for the completion of their studies. 
Government have therefore appointed a Committee to revise the present’ 
eurriculum of this institution with a view to make it as efficient in 
every way as any other Madrassa in India. The report of this 
Committee is being awaited by Government. 

A scheme was sanctioned for the appointment of Special Inspect- 
ing Otficers for Muhammadan Education, and five posts in the Pro- 
vincial Elucational Servi(;e have accordingly been* created to provide 
for the appointment of these officers — one for each Division in the 
Presidency. 
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~ 126. The Principal of the Civil Eiijpneeiring College, Sibpur, wae mihimim of * 
etnijoweied M admit a limited number oC artisan students of the otHdonto of , 
Waving Institute, Serainpore, to the Dyeing Oopartniont of the College hUoMtotUT*"* 
lor a '■simple practical course of instruction in dyeing, and Govorniuent •oiMnnooi'o, 
have sanctioned the award to those students of a number of the exist- omptu'UnMH^ 
ing scholarships attached to tlie classes in dyeing and the chriuiatry ^ J?** 
cu dyeing. ooiioso, sioimm*. 


DACCA MUSEUM. 

127. It was decided that the newly opoiu'd Museuni at Dacca Ooooo Muooum. 
should be established as a public Museuni devoted to. the Arciiieulo:'!- 
cal and Natural History of Bengal in general and of the Dacca and 
Chittagong Divisions in particular and action was takiMi to carry out 
this decision. 

LITERATURE AND THE I'RKSS, 


128. The year was exceptionally fruitful in hction and |)oetry, but songoi uoiwry. 
there was only one regular bic^raphy. The ]>ul>lications on art, though 

poor, gave indications of a growing interest in Indian art. Moat of 
the historical works consisted of text-books for schoola and colleges. 

The output of religious literature was much mon; phmtiful than 
formerly and the year was rich in in 3 ’^tholo^ical dramas. The award 
of the Nobel Prize for Literature to Sir Rabindra Nath Tagore 
aroused great enthusiasm. 

129. There was an improvement in the general tone of the press. 

The outbreak of the war evoked an outburst of loyalty, but after 
Turkey became involved in hostilities some dillerenco of opinion 
manifested itself among Muhammadan pajiers. The more moderate 
section of the Muhammadan press took the view that Turkey’s action 
hail been ill-advised ; but other papers, in their sympatliy for 'rurkey, 
manifested an anti-British tone, which in two cases necessitated action 
under the Indian Press Act. In no case was it necessary to exercise 
the powers under the Indian Naval and Military Nows (Kmergency) 

Ordinance gf 1914. 


GHPATER IX. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

VETERINARY. 

130. The question of co-oYdinating the different rates of pay and R«org«niMti< 
allowances of Veterinary Assistants pnd Veterinary Inspectors, obtaining vlteHmlry 
in the two parts of the Presidency, has been engaging the attention in*JangTr"* 
of Government for some time. Orders have been passed since the close 
of the year, sanctioning uniform scales of pay for all Veterinary Assis- 
tants employed in the Presidency. The pay of Veterinary Assistants in 
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the two Western Bengal Divisions was Rs. 30 — I*— 50 and in the 
throe Eastern Bengal Divisions, Rs 30 — V* — 70. The more liberal rates 
of f)ay prevailing in the Eastern Bengal Divisions have been adopted 
for th(> whole Presidency. As regards local and travelling allowances 
the rates alrea<ly in force in the two parts of the Presidency will 
continue oxce[it that in the districts of the 24'Parganas, Khulna anjl 
JesHore, wlnire travelling and living are expensive, the Eastern Beng^ 
rat(!H will api)ly. The Inspectors in Western Bengal were arranged in 
Hev(>n grades ranging from Rs. 70 to Rs. 150, while in Eastern Bengal 
their pay was Rs. 100 — 5 — l7o. As the service is small, tho time- 
scah« pay of Rs. 100 — ft —175 obtaining in the Eastern Bengal districts 
has been introduced throughout the Presidency as being more suitable 
than a graded system of promotion. The orders took effect from let 
Mantli 1015. 

131. Ln order to raise the standard of instri^etion in the Beqg^l 
Veterinary Oollege to the lovt)l of other similar institutions in India, 
the sanction of Ilis Majesty’s Secretary of State for India was obtained 
(luring the year to the .appointment of a second European officer for 
the (h)llege. It is not, however, proposed to fill tho appointment until 
budget provision can he made for it. 

132. The deputation of a Deputy Superintendent and an Inspector 
from tin* Bengal V'eterinary Colh'ge and of an Inspector from tho Civil 
Veterinary l)t>pnrtment to Bombay and the Punjab to enlarge their know- 
ledge' in vet«'rinary matters was sanctioned by Government, as an experi- 
ment.al measure, in the latter part of tho year 1913-14. The officois 
deputed wer(' instructed to pay special attention to work on bovtnes and 
not to spend their time in taking up questions which would be of little 
or no use to tlu'in in this Presidency. They were further required to 
submit full diaries and reports regarding their tours, showing what 
they h.ad done and how far their experience had been enlarged or 
their knowledgo imiu'oved. The reports which those officers have submit- 
t('d after the close of the j’oar show that their tours have been very 
usiTul. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

133. At tho instance of the Surveyor-General of India the question 
of the advance and ri'treat of Himalayan ghaciers was considered during 
the year by th(' Boartl I'f Scientific Advice and was referred to Sub-Com- 
mittee A of that binly for report. In forwrarding a copy of the Sub- 
committee’s report tho Government of India enquired whether the 
Government of Bengal would be propare<i to render assistance, as suggested . 
by tin* Surveyor-Gtmeral, in determining the height of the line of per- 
petual snow in tho Sikkiiu-Hiinalaya, and also the date when the snow- 
lint' is highest. The Gtwt'rnment of Bengal agreed to give any assist- 
ancit in their power in carrying out the proposed investigation, and 
decitled to t'ntrust tho work to Major Hirst, Director of Surveys, who 
would bo in direct correspondence with the Surveyor-General regarding 
the arrangtMnonts to bo made for the purpose and would from time to 
time submit the results of his enquiries to that officer. Operations will 
bo started during the cold weather of 1915-16. 
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134. In order to secure uniformity throughout the Province, the orders 
of the late Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam proscribing the 
adoption of standard time in all (lovernment olfices wt're rt'voked and 
local time was readopted in the eastern districts. 

135. War broke out with Germany, Austria and Turkey <»n the 
4th and 12th August, and Ist November, 1914, respectively. All 
Germans and Austrians were registered and placed under pc^ice sur- 
veillance and disarmed. Asiatic Turks were allowed to remain at 
liberty subject to certain restrictions, and efforts were ma«l«* to nunove 
any misapprehension among IVfuhaminadans on the charaet«'r of t he war 
with 'rurkcy. 

Germans and Austrians of military age were removed t«» the 
Prisoners of War (^amp at Ahmednagar ; while others wi*re eitlu*r 
allowed to remain on paroh' at their places of residiujce or intcM'iU'd 
at the Civil Detention Camp at Katapahar in the Darjeeling district. 

The Chiefs of Cooch Behar and Hill Tippera and many p(U’sonH and 
Associations offered help, monetary or otherwise, in coniu'ction with 
the war ami for the comfort of the woumh'd. 

In onler that correct information regarding the war might lx* 

made known throughout the Presidency, the Government of Bengal 
published <'very week, under tho name of Saptahik dudhabarta” 
(weekly war news), a Bengali translation of the telegrams on tho 
subject rercived by His Excellency tho V^icoroy from His Majesty’s 

Secretary of State for India, and distributed copies widely throughout 
the Presidency. 

136. His Excellency the Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, visited (Jaicutta 

early in March 1915, and during his stay there, unveiled the statm's 
of the late Marquess of Ripon and the late Earl of Minto in the 

presence of a. representative gatlntring of Europeans and Indians. 

1.S7. During the year under review the Province sustained a great 
loss by the death of the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Sir Khwaja Salimullah, 
o.c.t.K., K.c.s.i., of Dacca. lie was succeeded by his son, Nawab 

Khwaja Habibulla. 


Ohani* of timo 
In Slovopnmont 
offRooo In 

■aotorn Bongal 

Dlotrloto, 


Tho War. 


Hlo ■xoollonoy 
tho VIooroy’o 
vlolt to 
Coloutta. 


Ooath of Nawa 
Bahador BIr K. 
Salimullah, 
B.C.I.B., 
K.O.B.I., of 
Daooa. 




PART II. 


THE REPORT. 




REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1914-1915. 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER I.— PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. 


PlIlfSjrAL PiaTITRK-) or TUB IR^' ANlO 

THIRP STAPLES 

FI|810I4D:aL Si-mmaby ok tub Citil 

AnMrNl»VRAITi)N 01 BKNUAL .• , \ 

Form ok AuMrsisTBAiios . .1 

Chaba' Per ok Lani» Tknlrbs ; svsrBM j 
OK SraVBYS AND Sktilbmknts 
C ivn. Divisions op BRiTtSH Tkrritory . 
DkI’aHS ok the last CkNSL’S (1011) 
Tbihbs anm» Imngdagks • J 

Changes in the Administration — 

Executive Council • • . . 

Bengal Secretariat .... 
Partition of tlie District of Midnapore . 
Partition of Myinonsirigli . 

Relations with Tributary States and 
Frontier Affairs— 


Page. Para. 


pp. I — 1 114 
of Ad. 

min i a t r a t i o n 
Report for 

191M2. 


Page. Para. 


Relations with Tributary States and 
Frontier Affairs — cancld . 

Cooch Behar— 

State Railways ..... 
Finance . . . . ' . 

Crops and condition of the people 
Criminal Justice ..... 

Kducatiou 

Public health . . 


Hill Tipper a — 

War . 

Political Agent . 
Revenue and Finance 
Protection 
Weather and crops 


Cuocli Behar— 
War 

The Council 


[Condition of the People— 

The agricultural clasHcs 
Wages and salaries 


CHAPTER IL— ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND. 


Realisation of the Revenue — 

Total collections 

Collections in- 

fa) Permanently-settled estates • 

(6) Temporarily -.settled estates • 

(c) Estates held direct by Government 

JAiscellaneous land revenue . 

'Changes in land revenue demand of 
temporarily-settled estates and estates 
under direct management 
Redemption of land revenue 
Remittance of land revenue and rent 
by money-orders .... 


I Other Revenue Work- 

j Land Registration 

I Partition . 

Land Acquisition 


Loans — 


(a) Land Improvement Loans Act 
(^) Agriculturists' Loans Act 


25 

26 Surveys— 


Outiiirn of the year 


Coercive measures— 

(a) Sale laws 

(5) Certificate procedure 

Realisation of Government and otlier 
demands by imprisonment 

Processes . ' . ' . 


Land Records and Settlements— 


General 

Land Revenue settlements 
Other settlements 
Minor settlements 
Boundary marks 



It 


Pauk. Para. 


Waht* Lands — 

WuHt«! lariflrt 

OOVCliNMCNT KhTATBS — 

Niitijber and maria|;*cineiit . 

(iriintH for iraproveiiioiits . 
ColoiiiKiitiori in the Bakarganj Sundor 
bariH • • • . • 

Uoads . . . . « 

Kducution . • . . • 

Sale of erttatoi . • . • 

Wards* and Attached Estates — 

Nuinbfr of estates and payment of 
OoviTninriit demands 
Kent mid cesses due to superior land- 
lords 


lU 


10 

10 

10 

11 

11 

11 


11 

11 


43 


44 

45 

45 

47 

4H 

49 


50 

51 


Page. I'ara. 


Wards* and attached Estates-— somcM. 

Collection of rent and cesses 
Balances of rout and cesses due to 
estates • ' • 

Jiehts of estates . 

Manafvv'inent charges 
Improvements 
Laiiy Assistant . 

Education of the Wards 


UKVENUK and ItEXT-rAYING CLASSES — 

IVngal Tenancy Act . • • . 

Kclations between landlords and 
tenants . • • . • 

Kent > receipts 

Illegal ees'tes 


11 

11 

12 

12 

12 

12 

13 


13 

13 

13 

13 


52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 


59 

GO 

61 

62 


LEsiSi.A'fD K Acniv'iii'iio 


CHAPTER 1 1 1.— PROTECTION. 

Sfe pp. 13-14 ot‘ Pttit 1 A- — PrcMidency Magistrates, Calcutta — 
II of the Adininiftra- 
tinn Keport for 1912* 

13 


Course of Lkoihi.ation — 

Acts passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council during 1914-15 . 

Bills pending iluring 1914-15 


Police— 

Adininistriition • 

(ioneral ooinlition of the Police 
Charges against the Police • 

Circle oHicers • . 

Ordinary erinn* ... 

Operations tinder the Criiniiial TrilniH 
Act • • • • 

Political crime 
Budge- Budge riot 


14 

15 


15 

15 

16 
17 
17 

17 

17 

IH 


Mortality cained iiy wild \nimals and snakE'* — 


Wild animals 

Snakes • . • . 

('attle killed by wild animals 
Ik'strnoUon of wild animals 


Police Administration in Calcutta- 


IH 

18 

18 

18 


63 

64 


65 

66 
67 
GH 

69 

70 

71 

72 


73 

74 
7.5 
76 


Training school huildiiigH 

19 

77 

Police Court wt»rk 

19 

78 

Motor vehicles .... 

19 

79 

Juvenile olfenders 

19 

80 

Surveillance of hostile aliens • 

19 

81 

Cruelty to animals • 

19 

82 

Criminal Justice— 

Judicial staS .... 

19 

83 

Ofibmeos reported 

26 

84 

False oases . • • 

20 

85 

True cases 

20 

86 

Original Jurisdiction — 

1. — Ma^strates’ Courts— 

Total oases for trial • • 

20 

87 


Cases for trial 


20 

88 

Kesults of trials . 

• 

21 

89 

B. — Magistrates outside Calcutta* 

— 



Cases for trial 


21 

90 

0 Kesults of trials . 

• • 

22 

91 

Piinishineiits 

t • 

22 

92 

MiHCelluneotis Proceedings — 




Ct)do of Criminal Procedure, 

Chapter 



VIH .... 

a • 

23 

93 

Chapters X, XII and XXXVl 


23 

94 

Witnesses . . ri. 

• 

23 

95 

II. — Courts of Session- 




Commitments . • 


23 

96 

Kesults of trials . 


24 

97 

Punishments . . • 


24 

98 

Jury trials .... 


24 

99 

Trials with the aid of Assessors 


24 

100 

Ihiratiou of cases 

• a 

24 

101 

Witnesses .... 

• • 

25 

102 

Criuinitments, etc., to the High Court . 

25 

103 


Appellate Jurisdiction — 
I. —High Court — 


ApiH^als 

25 

104 

Kesult of appeals .... 

25 

106 

Appeals against acquittals • 

25 

106 

^ — Apivllate Courts subordinate to the 


, 

High Court- 



Sessions Courts 

26 

107 

Magistrates* Courts .... 

26 

108 


Superinteiidonce, Keferenoo and llevision-— 

I. — High Court— 

lieferences under section 307, Code of 
Criminal Procedure • • • • 26 

lieferences under section 374, Code of 
Criminal Procedure • • . 26 

Bevislon 26 

' Applications for tranafer ... 27 


109 

110 
111 
112 



ni 


Paqs. Paba* 


11.— Court subordinate to the 


- 


Court-^ 




Sessions Courts • . . • 


27 

113 

Magistrates* Courts • • • 

• 

27 

11-1 

III. — General — 




Trial of Kiiropmin British subjects • 

27 

115 

kesiilts of criiuiual work 

. 

27 

116 

Receipts ^and charges • . • 

• 

27 

117 

OiuMINAI. JlTSTICB IN THE SCHEDULED 

District 


Cliittagong Hill Tracts • • 

a 

28 

118 

Jails ^ 




Jail population . • . • 

• 

28 

119 

Health and mortality of prisoners 

A 

28 

120 

Juvenile Jail « • . • 


28 

121 

JUil fndustries • . . • 


29 

122 

Dietaiy . . • . . 


29 

123 

Warder establishment 


29 

124 

Civil Justice — 




Judicial st ilt » . • • 

• 

29 ‘ 

125 



Page. 

Paba. 

. — Appeals from the Subordinate Civil 



Courts — 



Appeals to the High Court from Subor- 



dinate Courts ..... 

35 

164 

Ap|>eals pending 

35 

156 

Result of appeals .... 

35 

166 

ApiH^als to the Privy Counoil • 

35 

157 

Result of appeals to the Privy Council 

35 

168 


III.— Appellnte Courts subordinate to the 


High Court — 

Appeals instituted 

36 

159 

Appeals deeideil .... 

36 

160 

AppeaU pending ..... 

36 

161 

Results of nppi'aN .... 

36 

162 

General ...... 

36 

163 

Iiispootion .... 

37 

164 

Receipts and charges of the Civil Courts 

37 

165 

Civil Ju>4tioo in the Scheduled District— 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

37 

166 

Registration — ’ 

Registration ... 

37 

167 

Working of the Marriag.) Aot III of 
1872 

38 

168 


Ori^iiial jiirisdiction — 


L — High Court — 


Original snits ..... 

30 

126 

Prize cases , . . . . • 

Cases under the extraordinary jurisdic- 

30 

127 

tion . « • • . • 

Probates and Letters of Administration, 

30 

128 

etc. .... . . 

30 

129 

References to take accourits, etc. 

31 

130 

Conveyances and sureties . . • 

31 

131 

Appeals from the original jurisdiction . 
References from the Calcutta Small 

31 

132 

Cause Court . . « . 

Transfers from the Calcutta Small 

3! 

133 

Cause Court ..... 

31 

134 

Insolvency cases .... 

31 

135 

Duration of sittings .... 

31 

1.36 

Appeals to the Privy Council 

.31 

137 

Receipts ati>l Expenditure • 

.31 

13^ 

Taxing olfice ..... 

31 

139 


Working of tlio Muliarainnulan Marriage 

kogint ration Act and tlio KAKi*M Act dH I69 
Working of the Intiiaii Companies Act, 

1913 (VII of 1913) ... 38 170 

Working of the Provident Iiisurnnco 

Societies Act (V of 1912) . . 39 171 


Municipal I>epartmeiit and Local Self- 
Government — 

Municipalities outside Calcutta — 


Niiinber of Municipalities and revision 


of boundaries • • . • 


39 

172 

Elections ..... 


39 

173 

Nmnl>er of ineetings and attendance 
Commissioners 

of 

39 

174 

Number of rate- payers 


39 

175 

AsseH*4iuent and taxation 


39 

ne 

Revision of a-iscssmeiit 


39 

177 

Collections . ... 


40 

178 

Income and expenditure 


40 

179 

Closing balance .... 


40 

180 


II. — Civil Courts iff the Mufas-ial siibordi> 
fiate to the High Court— 


Income — 


Original suit; instituted • « 


31 

140 

Local distribution . • 


32 

141 

Nature of suits instituted . 


32 

142 

Number of suits and results decided 


32 

143 

Applications for retrial . • 


33 

144 

Suits decided by Muusifs • • 


33 

145 

Suits heard by Subordinate Judges 
by Small Cause Court Judges . 

and 

33 

146 

.Average duration of cases . 


33 

147 

' Pending suits .... 


33 

148 

Execution proceedings 


34 

149 

Miscellaneous cases 


34 

150 

HI.— Calcutta Small Cause Court— 

Number of suits • 

. 

•34 

151 

Mode of disposal • • 

• 

84 

162 

Appellate jurisdiction — 

1.— High Court — 

Appeals under the Letters Patent 

• 

34 

168 


Total receipts ..... 

40 

181 

Tax on houses and lands 

40 

182 

Tux on animals and vehicles 

40 

183 

Tax on professions and trades 

40 

184 

Tolls on roads and ferries . 

40 

185 

Water-rate ...... 

41 

186 

Lighiing-rato 

41 

187 

Conservancy 

41 

188 

Tax on persons . ... 

41 

189 

Realisation under special Acts 

41 

190 

Revenue derived from municipal pro- 
perty and powers apart from taxation 

41 

191 

Grants and contributions 

41 

192 


Bxpbnditubb — 


Office establishment and collection 


charges • 

• • • 41 

193 

Prevention of 6re 

42 

194 

Lighting • . • 

. . . 42 

196 

Water-supply 

42 

196 

Drainage • • . 

42 

197 

Conservancy 

43 

198 



IV 


ExrKxi>iT(7Ke— coMcU. 

* lloiipiUl^ utiii clinpeMariei and Plague 

cliurges 

Public workM 

Public liirttruction . . . . 

LuaiiH 

LiabiliticH 

Audit of uccountM aud eniljczzleineut . 
Fmcdoiii of budget 

Howruli .•••*■ 

AdiiiiuiHtrution 

Cali : iTT v\ M i7n ici i'alit v— 


Introductory 

• • 

45 

20« 

Eb'ctions .... 


45 

209 

Byitdaws and rules 


45 

210 

Keveiiue funds 


45 

211 

lioatiH . . . • 

Loan litiliility and borrowing 

powers 

45 

212 

and Sinking fiiinl 


45 

2)3 

AsHeHSiiioiit . « 


45 

214 

Surveyors* Depuctincnt 


45 

215 

Collections .... 


45 

216 

liiistife 1 li'parliiieiit 


4d 

217 

Stores D.^partiiient 


4(i 

218 

Water-supply 


45 

219 

Drainage .... 


46 

220 

Lighting 


46 

221 

Koails and s piares 


46 

222 

Conservancy 


46 

223 

Health Department 


46 

224 

Mttrki'tH .... 


47 

225 

Municipal Magistrate's Court 


47 

226 

Educiition .... 


47 

227 

Hackney Carriage IVpurtincnt 


47 

228 

EstablisliiuMiit 


17 

229 


CALcirrrA Imimiovemrnt Tritst— 


Creation of the Trust • • . . 

47 

230 

Schemes ciuisidorod by the Board 

47 

231 

Town-pliiiiidiig Exhibition • 

48 

232 

Ftntincc ...... 

48 

233 

DiSTKiLT Boards — 

Meetings of District and Local Boards • 

49 

234 

Ebictions 

49 

235 

Powers of District and Local Boards . 

40 

236 

Union Commit tees .... 

49 

237 

Fipaiicial results 

50 

238 

Income — 

iVovinciul rules 

50 

239 

Police (Poll mis) ..... 

50 

240 

Education ...... 

50 

241 

Medica) ...... 

50 

242 

Ferries 

50 

24S 

Loans ...... 

51 

244 

Expenditure — 

Administration . . . 

51 

245 

Education ..•••. 

51 

246 

Stiectal Scliot>l.s and industrial develop* 

111 *nt ...... 

51 

247 

Mctiical ...... 

52 

248 

Sanitation 

52 

249 

Veterinary charges . . . • 

52 

250 

Civil works 

53 

251 

Water supply 

53 

252 

Drainage . . . 

53 

253 

ArlHiriciilture . ' . 

53 

254 

Hallways . . ' . 

53 

255 

CloNing balances ..... 

54 

256 

CHAPTER IV.- 

-PRODUC'J 

Agriculture— 

Administration • • • « . 

60 

295 

Agricultural education 

60 

296 

Hesearch and experiment • • 

60 

297 

Sericulture 

61 

298 


VOLUNTIBa*) — 

Total Mtreogth 

ForinatioD of tlie Calcutta Volunteer 
battery ...... 

Foriiiatioii of tlie Calcutta Scottieh 
Volufiteer» 

Marine — 

Port of Calcutta^ 

Pilot Service 

Pilotage receipts .... 
Arrival and departure of vessels . 
Cotfualitii^M to vessels .... 

Examinations 

Night navigation 

Port of Chittagong— 

Arrival and departure of vessels . 
Casualties to vessels .... 
Examinations • . * . 

Shipping okkujrs at # Calcdtta and 
Kiddkrpub — 

Finance 

Seamen shipped and discharged . 
Itopatriatioii of seamoii 

Chittagong Shipping Office— 

Finance ...... 

Seamen shipped and discharged . 

Health of the Port of Calcutta — 

Inspection of vessels .... 
Health of seamen .... 
Disinfection of vessels 

Agency for Oovernme.nt Con8ION.hent— 
Finance ...... 

Tonnage bundled .... 

Bengal Smokb-ncisance Commission— 
Inspections and observations 


! Calcutta Port Trust— 

I Income and expenditure 

I Capital expenditure 

Iin()ortaiit works • . . . 

Capital debt .... 
Financial result .... 
Pension to Vice-Chairman . 

Howrah Bridge— 

Ueceipt^ and ciiargos . • 

Chittagong Port Trust— 

Finance 

Vabio of trade .... 
, Health of the Port 

New Chittagong Port Act, 1914 . 
War surcharges . . . . 

Bengal Steam Boiler Commission — 

Amendment of the Act 
I Inspections • • . . i 

War Section — 

War section . . 


Agriculture — eoneld . 
Fisheries 

Agricultural Aeaociations 

Miaoellaneous 

Jute forecast 


54 

267 

54 

258 

54 

259 

54 

260 

«5 

261 

55 

262 

55 

263 

55 

264 

55 

265 

55 

266 

55 

267 

55 

268 


# 

55 

269 

55 

270 

55 

271 

56 

272 

56 

273 

56 

274 

56 

275 

56 

276 

56 

277 

56 

278 

56 

279 

57 

280 

57 

281 

57 

282 

57 

283 

57 

284 

58 

285 

58 

286 

58 

287 

58 

288 

58 

289 

58 

290 

58 

291 

58 

292 

58 

293 

59 

294 

61 

299 

61 

SOO 

61 

301 

62 

802 



V 




Pack. 

Para. 

Weather and Crops— 




Characrcr of^tlie season 


62 

303 

Bhadoi crops .... 


63 

304 

Winter rice .... 


63 

303 

Sugarcane « . . . . 


63 

306 

Itabi crops 


63 

307 

Cotton ..... 


63 

308 

Area tinder cultivation 


fi3 

309 

Price.s .... 


• 63 

310 

Co-opEKATivB Societies-^ 




Development .... 

. 

64 

311 

Central Banks .... 


64 

312 

Provincial Co-operative Bank 


6% 

313 

Agricultural Societies • 

. 

64 

314 

Non-agrioultural Societies . 


64 

315 

Horticulture — ' 




Boyal Botanic Garden, Stbpur, General 

65 

316 

Plant and aeed distribution . . 

• 

65 

317 

Field work, Herbarium and Library 

• 

65 

318 

Publications .... 


65 

319 

Llt^d^Botanic Garden, Darjeeliu^f 


65 

320 

Calcutta Gardens • . . . 


65 

321 

Cinchona Plantations and Factors — 




General .... 


65 

322 

Plautalioii ..... 


65 

323 

Outturn 


65 

324 

Forests — 




Administration .... 


66 

326 

Communications and buildings « 


66 

326 

Forest offences .... 


66 

327 

Protection from fires . 


66 

328 

Protection from cattle . 


66 

329 

Exploilation .... 


66 

330 

Mortality caused by wild aniinals 


67 

331 

General . « . . 


67 

332 

Financial results .... 


67 

333 

Manufactures and Mines — 




Jute 


67 

334 

Cotton ..... 


67 

336 

Tea 


67 

336 

Coal 


67 

337 

Iron 


67 

338 

Saltpetre and salt 


67 

339 

Paper .... 


68 

340 

Silk ..... 


68 

341 

Sugar . * . 


68 

342 

Misccllaueourt manufactured in each 




Division — 




Burdwan 


(>8 

343 

Presidency . ... 


68 

344 

Dacca . 

. . 

68 

346 

Chittagong .... 


68 

346 

Uajshalii .... 


68 

347 

WoREiNo OF THE Indian Factories Act- 

— 



Number of factories and system of -work 

69 

348 

Inspection . , ' • * • 

9 

69 

349 

Sanitary arrangements and quarters for 



■' operatives - ' . 

. 

69 

350 

Water-supply .... 

. 

69 

361 

General health of operatives 

• 

69 

362 

Wages and general condition 

• 

69 

363 

Employment of women and children 

. 

69 

364 

Fencing and macliinery • . 

. 

69 

866 

Aocideuts .... 

. 

69 

366 

Prosecutions .... 

• 

.70 

367 

Fires 

• 

70 

368 

Strikes 

a 

70 

369 

Trade — 




I. — Foreign Sea-borne Trade— 




Foreign trade ) . • . 

• • 

70 

360 

Merchandise | 




Treasure 

• « 

70 

361 



Paoi. 

Para. 

Imports of Merchandise— 

Principal articles imported into Calcutta 

70 

362 

.Cotton goods ..... 

71 

363 

Metals .... 

71 

364 

Siigai .... 

71 

366 

Mineral oils ..... 

71 

366 

Machinery and mill-work . 

72 

367 

Railway plant and rolling stock . 

72 

368 

Hartlwnre and cutlery .... 

72 

.369 

Wooilcu goods ..... 

72 

370 

Apparel ..... 

72 

371 

Salt .... 

72 

372 

Spice-i ..... 

72 

.37.3 

Liquor:) .... 

72 

374 

Chemicals, diugs And medicines . 

72 

376 

Tohacco ..... 

72 

.376 

Eastern Bengal ports .... 
Import traile of Calcutta with other 

73 

377 

countries • • 

73 

378 

Exports of Merchandise — 

• 


Principal articles exported from Calcutta 

73 

379 

Jute, raw ami inamifactured 

73 

380 

Tea ...... 

74 

381 

Hides and skins ..... 

74 

382 

Oilseotls ...... 

74 

383 

Grain and pulse ..... 

74 

384 

Opium 

74 

386 

Lac ...... 

74 

386 

Cotton, raw 

74 

387 

Indigo • . ... 

75 

388 

Coal and coke ..... 

75 

389 

Saltpetre 

76 

390 

Eastern Bengal ports .... 

75 

391 

£.xport trade with other countries 

76 

392 

IL — Frontier trade — 

Frontier trade ..... 

76 

393 

Imports into Bengal .... 

75 

394 

Exports from Bengal «... 

76 

396 

111. — Coasting trade— 

Coasting trade 

76 

396 

IV. — Trade by Railway and River— 

Rail and River-borne trade . 


397 

Imports into Bengal 

77 

398 

Exports from Bengal 

Public Works— 

Establibhiiieut — 

Strength of the Department and allot- 

77 

399 

ment of superior posts 

Recruitment of the Provincial Branch of 

77 

400 

the Public Works Department • 
Reduction of work in tho Secre- 
tariat and I’ublic Works Department 

77 

401 

oflice.s • • . • . 

77 

402 

Permanent Electrical Division • 

Special officer for survey of the River 

77 

403 

Hooglily 

78 

404 

Dacca University .... 

78 

406 

Buildings — 

Expenditure ..... 

78 

406 


Imperial Wor^s— 

Civil Works, Salt 
Post and Telegraph offices 
Miueum ... 

Surveyor*Clencral*8 office 
Church . . . . 

Lord Bishop’s Palace . 
Printing . 

Meteorological office . 

Provincial Wobrb — 

High Court . , . 

Revenue and Judicial Courts 
Subdivisions! officers’ and 
residences 

Circuit-honse .... 


Munsifs’ 


78 

78 

79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 

79 

79 

79 

80 


407 

408 

409 

410 

411 

412 

413 

414 

416 

416 

417 

418 



VI 



Paob. 

Para. 

Pkovincial Wobkb— eomU. 

Exciso 

80 

419 

ResideiiCASs for the Local Governiiient . 

HO 

420 

Hcoretariat oflicMm .... 

HO 

421 

KesidciicoM for Oovernnnuit olKcials 

80 

422 

Juilrt 

80 

423 

Police 

HI 

424 

Kduoutiofiiil 

H2 

425 

llospitulH and flispetisories . 

83 

426 

Itegintratioii 

83 

427 

MiHoellart<*uUM .... 

84 

42H 

' Fuldio Works Ikipartiiicnt buildingH 

H4 

429 

Contribution works .... 

84 

4.30 

Arclinsilogirul witrks .... 

84 

431 

Communications — 

JesHon* ...... 

84 

432 

Bitrdwan 

84 

433 

Diriiijptir 

H4 

434 

DarjtMding ...... 

H4 

435 

Jalpuiguri 

85 

436 

Dacca 

86 

437 

Ciiittagong 

86 

438 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

86 

439 

AaUOURTri.TDRE — 

Arboriculture 

86 

440 

Miscellaneous Public Improvements — 

(k\loiitla 

86 

441 

llowrali 

86 

442 

Jalpuiguri 

86 

443 

llooglily 

H6 

444 

Daccti .... 

86 

445 

Nttakliuli . . . • ... 

86 

446 

Ihikurgaiij 

86 

447 

Contribution Works — j 

Ciilciitta 

h6 

448 

Darjeoliiig 

8«> 

449 

RAII.WAVH— 

Adininistratioii ... 

87 

450 

Mileage 

87 

451 

Lines sanctioned for and under con- 

Mtriietioii ...... 

88 

4.52 

Surveys completed .... 

88 

4.53 

Surveys sunctioned .... 

89 

454 

Lines opened during the year 

90 

455 

Important works under construction . 

90 

456 

Uaitwuys Hiianced hy piivutc enterprise 

91 

457 

JoHsore-Jhenida Railway 

91 

458 


Canals — Irrigation ani> Navigation — 


Capitul and Ueveuue Accounts 

91 

459 

Irrigation 

62 

460 

Lengths of canals .... 

92 

461 

Navigation 

92 

462 

Disoharge of rivers 

93 

463 

Class! tiout ion of irrigation and naviga- 
tion works 

94 

464 


I Paoi. Para. 

^S0UTM*WlSTItN ClBCLI— 

\ 

I 

I Major Irrigation Works— 


Midoapore Canal— 


Capital outlay 

94 

465 

Floods . 

94 

466 

Rainfall . 

94 

467 

Irrigation . 

94 

468 

Navigation . 

94 

469 

Financial results . 

94 

470 

Ilijili Tidal Canal 

94 

471 


Minor Works and Navigation — 


Calcutta and EaHtern Canals— 


Capital Account • 

... 95 

472 

Navigation receipts 

... 9o 

473 

Muduripiir Bhil Route . 

... 9o 

474 

Gaightita and Baxiklial 

... 9o 

475 

Etleu Canal . t . 

95 • 

•476 

Utterhhag lock . 

96 

477 

Investigations 

... 9b 

478 

Floods 

96 

479 


Central Circle — 


Minor Works and Navigation — 


Niidin rivers ..... 

96 

481) 

Rhttgirathi river 

96 

481 

Blkairub-Jalangi river . . . - , 

97 

482 

Mathabhanga river . . . * . 

97 

483 

Ganges Training Works between Digha 



and Damuktiia . . - . 

97 

484 

Dredging the entrance of the Bhagi- 



ruthi from the Ganges . . , 

97 

485 

Upper flooglily and its feeder rivers 

98 

486 

Northern Circle- 



Training work<4 on Ganges l>elow 



UanitMir-Uoalta .... 

98 

487 


Eastern Circle — 

Training works on Buriganga and 

Dlialoswari rivers • . • . 9d 488 


Embankments and Drainage— 


Expenditure 

Length of einbankiiioiits , , * . 

Floods and breaches . . • • 

Surveys 

Works undertaken under the provisions 
of the' Bengal Drainage Act VI of 

1880 

Works undertaken under the provisions 
of the Bengal Sanitary Drait/age Act * 
VIII of 1896 .... 

Works under the Bengal Embankment 
Act II of 1882 


98 

98 

98 

98 


99 


99 

99 


489 

490 

491 

492 


493 


494 

495 


CHAPTER V.— REVENUE AND FINANCE. 


A.*-^R 088 Rkvinur — 


GrcMB reveiluo ..... 100 496 

B. — iMrKRiAi, Bn’iMUi and Fimancc — 

BeceipU 101 49T 

Expenditure 102 498 

Land Raveuu. ..... ... 

Canal Nevenne ..... ... 


SouBcBD or RirtNDi othcr than Land — 


Cuatoua— 

Revonm from Cnatonw . . . -103 ' 499 

Net rerenne . ... , 108 800 

Caaes undw the Sea Guatoma Act 103 811 

Goaea under the Merchandise Hai|hH 
Act . ' 103 502 



Vll 



Paor. 

Para. 

LT — 

' Adminislratiou .... 

104 

503 

Imports « . . . . 

104 

504 

Oonsuiiiption and prices 

. 104 

505 

FinanciM results .... 

. 104 

A06 

Trade in saltpetre salt . 

. 104 

507 


KXCISE-— 

Exciise Advisory Oouimitteori and Licoiis 
ing Boards .... 
Itevenae • • . . 

Country spirit .... 

Tari 

Paehwai ..... 
Foroigii lic|Uor . . . • 

Oanja 

Bhang ..... 
Charas • • ‘ . 

Opium 

Cocaine . . . . 

Excise offences 

Stamps — ^ 

Revenue • . . . • 

Judicial stamps .... 
Noii-jtidicial staiiip.<« 

Sale «»f Htanipa . ‘ . 

Deficient duty . & . . 

Prosecutions under the Stamp Act 
Working of soctioii l9H of the Court 
fees Act .... 


IXCX>IIB-TA,X— 

Financial result 
Collection^ . 
Assessmeiit 
Incidence of tax 
Forest Revenue 


C.~HKvieN(;B ani> Finance other than 
' Imperial — 

Provincial Finance — 


Receipts and cxpciidituro 

ReceipU 

Expenditure 


106 

516 

a 



106 

517 

Local Funds — 



106 

518 

Halaricos 

lift 

5:i4 

106 

519 

Graiit** ...... 

in 

5:15 

106 

520 

Road and Pudlic Works Cesses — 



107 

521 




107 

522 

Rate ...... V 

112 

536 

107 

523 

Demand and collection 

112 

537 

107 

524 

Working of the Certificate Procodim' . 

112 

m 

107 

525 

Valuation and ro- valuation . 

IIS 

5a39 



Legislation ..... 

11.*) 

540 

107 

626 

Municipal Revoniio .... 


• os 


OHAPTBK VI.— VITAL STATIdTIOS AND MEDICAL SERVICE. 


Vital Statistics- 


Diritrict Hospitalb and DispetiKarieH— 


Climatic conditions 


. 114 

641 

Birth-rate .... 


. 114 

542 

Verification of vital statistics 


. 114 

543 

Death-rate .... 


. 114 

544 

Fever .... 


114 

545 

Malaria 


114 

546 

Provincial Malaria Coiiimittee 


114 

647 

Cholera .... 


115 

548 

Plague .... 


115 

549 

Dysentery and Diarrhoea 


115 

550 


Emigratio.n — 

I 

Colonial Emigration- 

Effect of tbo war .... 
Emigration agencies and despatch of 
Emigrants 

Recruitment of emigratits • 

Sanitary arrangements in depdt<i • 
Returned emigrants and their savings . 

Financial . . . ' . 

/Inland Emigration- 

Administrative measures ... 

Numb'jr. of emigrants embarked at 

Goal undo 

Becniitment and recruiting agencies • 
Criminal oases . ' . 

Condition of depfits and rest-houses 
Repatriation of emigrants 
Jalpaiguri Labour Aot, 1912 

Medical Rbliiv— 

Calcutta Medical InstitutioiUi-*^ . . 


General . - • 

e 

• 

m 

. »S 

564 

Diseases treated . . 

• 

m 

■ 

. 118 

565 

Finaime « . • 

• 

m 

• 

116 

566 


Number ot institiitiooH 

s 

. 118 

567 

Number of patients • 

• 

. 118 

568 

Diseases treated 

s 

• 119 

669 

Income ond expenditure 


119 

670 

Leper Asylum 

s 

. 119 

671 

N Sanitarium, Darjeeling — 

Admission 

s 

. 119 

572 

Finance .... 

• 

. 119 

673 

Free l>©dH .... 

s 

. 119 

574 


Number of Asylums 

Population, admission and discharge 

Finance 

European lunatics 
- Health of lunatics 


Sanitation — 

Sanitary Board 
Sanitary works . 
Sanitary improvements 


j Vaccination — 

I 

i Vaccination 

; Small-pox .... 

I The PoisotM Act— 

I Working of the Poisons Act 


B 



vm 


CHAPTER VIL—INSTRUCTION. 


GBUBHaI Sy^IRa; (¥ IN ET.1< I.NMUri'TKiN 


Education — 

FiriHiiciHl 

Cullegiatc Education 
Sncoodary Ediicatiou . . . . 

Primary Education . . . . 

Training of tcachcrn . . . . 

Education of Indian girla and wutnoti ' 
Education of Europcatia 
Education of MuhainiiiadaiH 
Education of npccial claaMCM 
noHteJit .... 

PhyaiciU training . . . . 

l>iHci|>lino . . . . . 

Dcvoliition of powiTh . . . . 

LlTKBATlTmS AND TIIK PllRSS — 

Bengal Library and working of Act 

XXV of 1867 

Literary publication h . • . . 

Tbo ProHH and working of Indian 

ProHH Act 

TopicH diiM'iiHHcd in tlie Proas 


Paue. 

Paha. 

8m pi 

.. 264— 

273 

of Part 

11 

»t tlie 

Kefjfirt for 

1911 

-12. 

123 

586 

123 

587 

123 

588 

123 

589 

124 

690 

124 

591 

124 

592 

125 

593 

125 

594 

125 

596 

125 

596 

121 

597 

126 

698 


126 

599 

126 

COO 

126 

601 

127 

602 


Flat. Paba. 

f St€ |)|>. 278>— 

1 279 of Part 

II of tllf 
Ueport f<r 
1911.12. 


Abts and iSciEiiues — 


Governmet^i School of Art. Calcutta . 

127 

603 

Government Art Gallery. Calcutta 

127 

604 

Otiier Schools of Art .... 

127 

605 

Muaic Schools 

127 

606 

Civil Engineering College, Sibpur 

127 

»07 

Dticca School of Engineering 

128 

608 

Mining instraotion in the coal-fields 

128 

609 

Plcadera* Survey Examination 

128 

610 

Survey Education . • . • 

128 

611 

Joint Technical Examination Board 

City and Guilds of London Institute 

128 

612 

« • 

Toclinological Examination 
Government Weaving Institute, Seram- 

128 

613 

pore, and outlying centres 

128 

614 

Schools for juvenile offenders 
Government Commercial Institute, 

128 

615 

Calcutta 

129 

616 

B ” Classes 

129 

617 


chaptp:r VIII.— AUcn^:oLOGY. 


AliniiKOLOdY — 

EHtabliahmout I3d 618 

MouuriientH and Antiquiiica 130 611) 

Working of the Iiidinr. Treasure Trove 

Act, VI of 1878 130 620 


(UIAPTEK IX.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


I ^Vf j'p. of 

Part Jl ot 
the Utport 
for 1 in 1-12. 


KiVLK^IASTK AL — 


Establirtliiiieiit 131 621 


CllEMli AL KXAMINKU’S DEPARTMENT — 


Geiierul 



. 131 

622 

Total of eu'.es 



. 131 

623 

Medico-Ii‘gal eiisos 



131 

624 


VETERIaNARV DEPARTMENT — 


Bengal Veterinary College . 

132 

625 

College Hospital .... 

132 

626 

Glanders and Farcy Act 

. 1.32 

627 

Kayinond ResearclA Laboratory 

132 

628 

Civil Veterinary Department 

. 132 

629 

]>ispeiiHarics «... 

132 

630 

Breeding of cattle 

133 

631 

Staff . • a . • 

133 

6.32 

ZooMOK'AL Garden, Cawdita — 

Finance and Statistics 

183 

6.33 

The War— 

The War 

133 

634 

Advisory Food C>)ininittee . 

134 

635 


MAP. 


Map of Bf.noal. 



ADMiNISTMTION OF BENGAL, 1914-15. 


OHAFTER l.-PliYSieM. AND POLITICAL OEOORAPHY. 


For— 


PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE COUNTRY, AREA. CLIMATE 
AND CHIEF STAPLES. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY. 

' FORM OF ADMINISTRATION, 

CHARACTER OF LiND TENURES ; SYSTEM OK SURVEYS 
AND SETTLEMENTS. 

CIVIL DIVISIONS OF BRITISH TERRITORY. 

DETAILS OF THE LAST CENSUS, TRIBES AND LANOUAGES. 


Soe— 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
PAGES 1—134. 


REPORT FOR 15)11-12, PART II. 


Changed In the Administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N. D. Beataoii-Bell, c.8.i., c.i.e., acted as a Temporary 
Member of the Bengal Executive Council, during the absence, on leave, 
of the llon’blo Mr. P. C. Lyon, c.8.i., from the 14th April to the 13th 
September 1914. The Hon’ble Mr. Beatson-Bell succeeded to the permanent 
vacancy in the Council caused by the resignation of Sir Frederick William 
Duke^ K.c.s.i. K.C.I.E., on the Ist November 1914. 

2. The pay of the Chief Secretary to the Govornraeht of Bengal 
was raised to Rs. 3,750 a month, the rate sanctioned for the Chief Secretaries 
to the Governments of Madras and Bombay. 

In recognition of the growing importance of the Legislative Department 
of this Government, the status of the Officer-in-charge of that Department 
was raised frc«n an “ Assistant Secretary ” to that of a “ Secretary,” and he 
is now designated Secretary to the Government of Bengal in the Legislative 
Department and Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council.” 

3. Proposals for the partition of the district of Midnapore for the 
better administration of the district have long been under the consideration 
.of Government. In 1913 a definite scheme of partition was drawn up and 
published for general information and criticism. After a careful consideration 
of the various suggestions put forward by representative bodies and private 
individuals interested in the matter, as well as of the rec^mendations 
of the Bengal District Administration Committee on the subject, a revised 
scheme has been prepared for dividing the existing district into two, as 
indicated below ; — 

(1) The district of Midnapore, with its headquarters at Midnapore 
and outlying subdivisions at Ghatal^ and Jhargram, comprising 
a total area of 2,688 square miles, with a population of 
1,088, 447 ; uid 
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(2) 'J'hu (liKtrict of Hij'li, with itH headquarters at Khararpur and 
outlying fublivisionH at Contai and Tamiuk, ocNnprising a 
^ total area of 2,457 square miles, with a population of 1,7B2,754. 
No change, however, is at present contemplated with regard 
to the jurisdiction of the District and Sessions Judge of 
Midnapore, who will continue to deal with cases from both 
districts. The final scheme was published for general infornia* 
tion in tlannary 1915, and a complete estimate of its cost is 
undiM' preparation. 


4. The question of the |)artition of tjie unwieldy district of Mymen- 
singh has been before Government since the year 1876, and the late 
Government of Eastern liengal and Assam was in favour of the constitution 
of three districts out of the present district. The whole question was 
carefully re-examined by the Government of Bengal after the reconstitution 
of the Provinces, and in July 1912 a resolution was published in which it 
was proposed to cr(>ato a new district consisting of the subdivisions of 
Jamaipurand Tangail, and to leave the remainder' as ^he Mymensingh district, 
htaving the question <»f a still further division to future decision. The matlcr 
was further considered by the Bengal District Administration Committee, 
who recomintnidt^*! th<* formation of the following three districts : — 

(1) A south-eastern, or Kishorganj district, with headquarters at 

Kishor^anj. comprising an area of 1,630 square miles and 
a population of 1,366,407. 

(2) A westiirn, or Gcipalpur district, with an area of 2,009 sqqare 

miles and a population of 1,738,525. 

(3) A central and north-eastern district with headquarters at 

Mymmisingh, comprising an area pf 2,610 square miles and a 
population of 1,421,490. 


These proposals commended themselves generally to the Government of 
Beu:.(nl, and a resolution inviting public criticisms thereon was published in 
the Calcutta Cazette of the 2nd June 1915. The matter is still undpr 
consideration. 


Relations with Tributary States and Frontier Affairs. 

COOCIl DEIIAK. 

[A iiinial AiiiiiiiiiUnUitHi iioport of the Otioch Debar State for the year 1914-16. ^ 

c. 

IJ07 Btiuare chief pro luce — rice^ jute and tobacco ; popukUion^ 5^02^952 ; military force^ 173 

men and 4 gum ; annual revenue^ Re 28^29^944 ; Ruling Chief -^Maharaja Jitendra Narayan Rhup 
Bahaiiur ; family : Tibetan or Dravi lian origin ; reeulence^ Cooch Behar.) 

wmr. 5. On the outbreak of the war, His Highness the Maharaja of Cooch 

Bohar placed his iiei'sonnl services as well as those of his two brothers and 
the resources of the State at the disposal of Government. The services of 
Maharaj Kumar Hitoudra Narayan were accepted by the Government of India 
and he left for the front in October 1914. He was employed as Staff OflSoer 
in B' ranee, and was mentioned in despatches for good service in connection 
with the atttack on Neuve Cha|)ello in March 1915. 

Thsoouneii. 6. On the death of Babu Priya Nath Ghosh, Dewan 'of the State, 

Mr. Narend^a Nath Sen, Barrister at-Law, Civil and Sessions Judge, Cooch 
Behar, was appointed to the post. On the Executive side 20 meetings were 
held against 24 of the previous year ; at 16 of these His Highness the' 
Maharaja presided. On the Judicial side 19 meetings, were held against 20 
of the previous year. No meeting of the Legislative Counoil was held during 
the year. 

■tato Raiiwaya. 7. The gross earnings of the Cooch Behar State Railwa 3 r 8 amounted 
Rs. 2,69,264, w'hile the working expenses were. Bs. 1,27,515. The net 
earnings were 6‘28 on the capital outlay against 8*10 of the previous year. 
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8. The finances o£ the State suffered partly from bad harvests due to 
deficient rainfall but chiefly from the dislocation of trade owing to the 
Euro )ean war. The total revenue of the State amounted to Ks. 26,29tl82, 
agai ist Ris. 28,26,944 of the previous year, while the the total expenditure 
fell from Rs. 29,31,408 of the previous year to Rs. 27,16,929. The closing 
balance, inclusive of Government money and deposits, was Rs. 14,29,407. 

9. The rainfall was not evenly distributed, and this affected the crops 
throughout the year. The yield of winter rice was loss than 8 annas, while 
that of Bitri was only 9 annas. The price of rice went up in consequence. 
Unseasonable rUbi also affected the cultivation of jute, and the European war 
seriously affected its value. Though no real distress was reported, the con- 
dition of the people was far froni satisfactory. 

10. The total number of cases reported during the year was 2,888, 
against 8,093 of the preceding year, showing a ilecrease of 210 cases. The 
percentage of conviction to total number of persons tried was 68*8, against 
67*74 of the previous year. The number of prisoners admitted into the jail 
during the year was 268 as compared with 288 in the previous year. 

11. The Sub divisional High English Schools continuexi to make satis* 
fjfctbry progress. The^otal Humber of pupils attending such scIkkJs rose 
from 745 to 819, and the average daily attendance from 558 to 588. The 
number of Primary Scliools increased from 822 to 880. The number of 
Muhammadan boys attending various schools was 4,824 and their success in 
the various examinations is encouraging. The Victoria College continued to 
make steady progress, anfl the results of the various University examinations 
were satisfactory. 

12. The general health of the State suffered owing to the unusual pre- 
valence of malaria, and there was considerable increase in the number of 
reported cases of cholera and small-pox. 


HILL TIl’PKIlA. 

[A^liuiiiidtratioii Hjpjrt of the Hill Tippdra Stoto for ttio year 1914-15.] 

(^Are .1 4fiS6 ajuare mifea ; pjpulaihn (,19 Jl) 2^29^613 ; revenue from the Slate^ Ha. 10^52^373 ; terenue 
from zamimlari i/i Briiiah Urritori/y Rg, 9,53,894 : military forc€,227 men; chief producta, rice and 
votton. Preaent Raja—Birendra Kiahore Deb Batman Manikya, agetl 32 yeara ; family : Indo-Chineae ; 
caaie, Kahatriy i; haa male heir ; residence, Agartala.) 

13. On the outbreak of the war. His Highness the Raja of Hill d’ippera 

placed his personal services and the resources of his state at tim disi)osal of 
the Imperial Government. His Highness also gave a suitable donation to the 
l^rovincial War Relief Fund, a branch of which was successfully started in 
the State. , ^ ' 

14. Captain R. C. B. Williams was Political Agent till iho 18th .June 
1914, when ho reverted to military duty. Mr. T. Emerson, Collector of 
Ti :»,)oi'a, held charge of the agency, in addition to his own duties, till the 
2.5th July 1914, when Captain O. C. Pulley, the permanent Political Agent, 
joined. On the outbreak of the European war, Captain Pulley loft the 
State to join his regiment, and the Collector of Tippera was again appointed 
ejc-offido Political Agent in the State. 

15. The revenue of the State amounted to Rs. 10,85,456 against 
. Rs. 10,86,123 of the previous year and Rs. 10,52,873 the average of the 

pr<fceding five years. The gross receipts of the State and the attached 
zamindaris amounted to Rs. 19,07,021 an 1 with refunds and deposits, the 
total amount was Rs, 25,95,934. The total expenditure amountctl to 
Rs. 20,76,459. As regards outstanding liabilities, Rs. 2,50,000 were due at 
the close of the year to the Bank of Bengal. 

16. The total number of offences reported to the Police was 906 against 
725 of the previous year. The number of persons arrested was 428, of whom 
411 were sent up for trial ; of this 219 were convicted and 102 persons were 
awaiting trial at the close of the year. > The percentage of stolen property 
recovered was greater, and the number of original criminal cases instituted 
was less, than in the preceding year. 
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17. * Tho average rainfall of tlio year was 90*68 inches against 117*1 of 
the previous year. The weather was unseasonable throughout and agricul> 
tural conditions unfavourable ; aus paddy suffered in almost all the 'divisions 
owing to heavy rainfall, while aman crops wore damaged for want of season- 
able rain, /hums for the most part yielded poor harvests owing to the same 
cause. The outturn of rahi crops was, however, satisfactory. Public health' 
on the w'hole was good during the year. 


Condition of the People. 

[Report on tlio Land Ktiveiiiie Adiiiiiibtratiun of beiigal fur the year 1914«15.] 

18. 'I ho condition of tho cultivating classes was materially affected by 
tho suddon outbreak of war in Europe, which caused an immediate fall in the 
price of jute at a time when a record crop was beinar harvested, making 
it difficult for those whoso jute was of inferior quality to dispose of it except 
at nominal prices. 

Insufficient rainfall in September anti October adversely affected the 
outturn of winter rice in parts of Eastern Bengal and particularly in 
Bakarganj. where this crop is of great importance. To moot the situation 
duo to tiiese causes advances wore made under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, 
amounting to Bs. 1,64,385. 

19. The fall in the price of jute had J;he effect of reducing 'largely the 
rat(>s for agricultural labour which had risen abnormally in tho previous year, 
and owing to tho general shortness of money tho professional classes, traders 
and artisans, found loss demand for their services and consequently less 
remuneration. 
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CHAPTER II— ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND. 


Realisation of the Revenue. 

[Repitri on the Land Revenue Adiniiiistratiou of Bengal for the year 1914-15.] 

20. 'Hie total number oE oatates paying land rovoimo was 97,011 as 
against 96,837 in the previous year. Of these 91,659 were perinanently- 
settled estates, 3,179 temporarily-settled estates and 2,173 estates held 
direct by Government. The total current demand of tho year under report 
amounted to Rs. 2,73,67,531, showing an increase of Rs. 1,90,604 as compared 
with tho demand of the previous financial year. Tho increase was duo to new 
setHemeiits, resettlements and progressive increase of demands in temporarily- 
settled an<l Government estates. The current demand, tc^ether with the 
arrear of Rs. 13,85,134, brought tho total realizable demand of the year to 
Rs. 2,87,52,665, out of which the collections amounted to Rs. 2,67,52,727, or 
93*04 per cent, of tho total, and 97*75 per cent, of the current demand, 
as against 94*87 and 98*52.per cent., respectively, in the preceding rovenuo 
year. During tho year under report the collections suffered considerably 
owing to tho dcpi'cssion in the jute trade following on the outbreak of the 
European War. The total remissions decreased from Rs. 54,510 in 1913-14 
to Rs. 34,702 in tho year under report. The bulk of tho remissions was 
allowed, as usual, in estates held direct by Government. 

21. Tho total demand of tho permanently-settled estates amounted to 
Rs. 2,17,9S,297 (Rs. 2,15,88,771 current and Rs. 2,09,526 arrear), of which 
Rs. 2,15,92,348 or 99*05 per cent, was collected. The percentage of current 
collections on current demand attained 99 in all districts except Jessore 
(97*69), Midnai)oro (97*53) and Bakarganj (96*19). TJie deficiency in these 
three districts is attributed, as in previous years, to the short payments made 
by two estates under the management of tho Oourt of Wards. 

22. Temporarily-settled estates comprise thi’oo sub-classes — (l) private 
estates settled with proprietors, (2) private estates leased to farmei’s, and (3) 
Government estates leased to farmers. Tho total collections from all these 
throe classes of estates amounted to Rs. 15,42,054, representing 95*13 per 
cent, of the current demand, Rs. 16,20,988, against 96*86 per cent, of the 
previous year. A balance of Rs. 3.39,820 remained unrealized at the clot^f* of 
the year. The current collections fell short of the prescribed standards 
in eight districts. Tlie balanceli were considerable in Midnapore and 
Bakarganj. 

23. The estates hehl direct by Government comprise two sub-classes — 

(1) estates belonging to jirivate proprietors but manage by Government, and 

(2) those owned by Government as proprietor. Tho current demand of these 
estates amounted to Rs. 41,57,772 and the total collections Rs. 36,18,325, 
represented 71*33 per cent, of* the total and 87*02 per cent, of the current 
demand, against 77*40 and 91*52 per cent., respectively, in the previous year. 
The marked falling off in collections resulted from the loss suffered by tho 
tenants owing to the partial^failure of tho winter crops and the fall in the 
price of jute doe to the outbreak of war. In Bakari^nj a sum of Rs. 96,642 
had to be suspended. In Midnapore the outstanding balances amounted to 
Rs. 5,58,296, and the short ci^leotion was due to the fact that the khas mahal 
tenants of Oontai, who suffered frinn the Damodar floods of 1913, could not 
pay up the whole of the current and arrear demands of the year, including 
the suspended demand of the preluding year. 

• 24. The total ccdlection amounted to Rs. 15,24.187, against Rs. 11,43,261 
in the previous revenue year. The heavy recoveries (Rs. 5,12,755) of survey 
and settlement charges in th^districts cl- Dacca* and Mymensing^ account for 
most of the merrase*- The cdlectkms under the head “ Other receipts ” 
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amounted to Re. 2,10,402, which included Rs. 57,325 on account of pulbaiidi. 
contribution realized from the Burdwan Estate. 

25. There was a net increase of 20,599*32 acres in the aPett of land 
settled and of Rs. 1,80,694 in revenue. 


26. The total number of petty estates and holdings, the land revenue 
of whioh was redeemed during the year, was 325. There were mostly per- 
manently-settled holdings in the Government estates of Calcutta t^nd its 
suburbs. The land revenue redeemed amounted to Rs. 666’'and the total 
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price obtained was Rs. 18,571. There was nt> redemption under section 11 of 
the old Partition Act, VIII (B.C.) of 1876. 

27. Thu total number of special money-orders issued during the year 
and the amounl of land revenue and cesses remitted by them were 297,491 and 
Rs. 18,04,024, respectively, showing a decrease of 15,044, and Rs. 3,67,353, as 
compared with the corresponding hgnres of the previous year. The fall in 
the number of orders was shared by the majority of the districts, but (Miitta- 
gong was responsible for most of the decrease in the amount remitted. The 
average value of an order decreased from Rs. 7*5 in 1913-14 to Rs. 6*06 in 
the year under report. A combined form of money-order for the remittance of 
both land revenue and cess in Bengal was introduced towards the close of the 
year under report. The’ system of payment of rent by money-order continued 
in force tliroughout the Presidency, except in the district of Darjeeling and in 
tlie Chittagong Hill Tracts. The total number of money-orders issued during 
the year tell from 63,044 to 61,081 and the amount covered by them from 
Rs. 10,14.139 to Rs. 10,08,175. The jiercentage of money-orders refused to 
money-orders issued decreased from 20*3 in the previous year to 18*5. This 
dtHM'Case is common to all the Divisions, while the decline in the number of 
money-orders issued is shared by the Burdwan, Dacca and Chittagong 
Divisions. 
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28. There were 13,713 defaults and 861 sales during the year under 
report, as compared with 12,467 defaults and 811 sales in the j recoding year. 
The prici^ realized by salo was 5*7 times the Government revenue against 6*4 
times in 1913-14. Forty-eight tenures and holdings under the direct manage- 
nmnt of Government were sold under the provisions of Act XI of 1859. Of 
these, one was purchased on behalf of Government for Rs. 3 and nine for Re. 1 
»mch. One hundred and twenty-six appeals were filed before the Commis- 
sioners against sales. In twelve cases sales were annulled under section 2 of 
Bengal Act VII of 1868 and in 11 cases by the Board under section 26 of Act 
XT of 1859, as amended by the Decentralization Act, 1914. 

29. The total number of certificates (exclusive of those for cesses 
which have been dealt with in section V) filed during the year w^s 59,56''. as 
against 53,808 of the previous year. The percentage of certificate cases dis- 
posed of to the total number for disposal rose from 65*1 to 68*6. The number 
of cases ponding at the close of the year was 27,144, of which 11,915 were 
pending for more than six months. In the great majority of cases payments 
were made on the more issue of notices or on attachment of property*, and 
recourse to actual sale was neee 88 ar 3 ' in only 2,082 oases out of 59,484 oases 
disposed of during the j’oar. 

30. During the year under report 33 persons were confined in civil 
jails, of whom 10 wore imprisoned for the non-payment of Government dues 
aud the others for the withholding of sums due to District Boards and Court 
of Wanls, etc. 


PitooMMs. ,31. The total number of processes served fell to <^895, 993 from 

910,980 in the preceding year. The process-fees re^,lized amounted to 
Rs. 3,55,320 a.gain8t Rs. 3,59,585 in the preceding year and. the total cost of 
service, including the paj.' of the supervising establishment debitable to Land 
Revenue, was Rs. 2,29,756 against Rs, 2,25,659 in the previous jrear. In only 
two districts, Khulna and Pabna, did the. cost of the process-serving establish- 
ment exceed the receipts from fees. The system of fines and rewards for 
bad and good work is reported to have worked well. The system of 
serving processes by dafadars through' President Panehayats was in force in 
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the districts of Hooghly, Dacca ainl Tippera, in the Sadar and Kalna Sub- taiio. 
divisions of the district of Burd wan, in the Sadar Subdivision of the district 
of liirbhfim, in the Rancaghat. Oliuailang:i and Melierpur Subdivisions of 
the district of Nadia and in the Magiira Subdivision of the district of Jessore 
throughout the year, an<l was introduced during the year in some thanas 
of the Sadar Subdivision and in the Barasat and Barrackporo Subdivisions 
of the district of the 24~Parganas, in the Lalbagh Subdivision of tlie district 
of Murshidabad and in the Sadar and Satkhira Subdivisions of the district 
of Khulna. The result of the experiment is reported to be generally 
satisfactory. 

OTHElf KKVKXUB WORK. 

82. The applications made during the year under the Bengal Land 
Registration Act, VII of 1876, for registration of siK'cession to projirietary 
interests in land by purchase, inheritance, gift or otlierwiso nuinix'rod 84,961, 
of which 32,611 wore granted before tin* close of tlie year. The number 
of ohl interests nunoved and new intiM't'sts nx*oriled were 88,971 and 45,765, 
respectively. At the ch«e of the year tln‘ total number of rec(U'<led interests 
in the Presidency was 941.207, as against 987,418 at the beginning. The 
number of cases undisposed of at the enci of tin- y(‘ar was 11,071, of which 
246 were pending for more than six niont.hs. The largest number of long 
pending eases is in (’hittagong, 199. Of thes»>, 182 Ciises liave, however, 
been disposed of since the clos<‘ of the year. 

88. Fifty-thnn* casi's W(‘re instituted «luring tli(> year b>r partition of p«i>titien. 
estates under the Bengal Act \ of 1897. These, togetIuM* with 265 cases 
pending from the pr(‘c,*.din jf year, m uh' a total of 818 for disposal. Of these, 

48 cases, including 16 cases struck oil' for various reasous, were disposed of 
<luring tlie year, against 88 in the pnn'ious year. At tlu' elese of the year 
there were 275 cases left undisposed of, 189 of which wen* pending for more 
than two years. During the year under i’»>porl Speci.al Oilicers were employed 
c.xclusively on partition work in the <lisiricts of Khulna. Rajshahi and Diuaj- 
pnr. There are h]states Partition Funds in the <lisl riets of riessore, Dacca 
and ^lyniensingh only. 'I’he inci<lence of cost pm* acre of area partitiom*d in 
the three aboveinentioned districts was I anna, 5 annas 9 pies and 6 annus 6 
pies, respect ivclj', as against 9 annas, 15 annas 7 pies and 10 annas 10 pics 
in the preceding year. 

84. Proceedings for the acquisil ion, on behalf of novernment and local Land 
bodies and companies, of land covering an area of 5.386 acres were confirmeil Aoqui«iMo«. 
daring the year at a total cost of Rs. .50,82,659 as conipa>-ed with an area of 

1,979 acres at a cost of Rs. 85,42,272 during the. preceding year. Of the total 
expenditure incurred a sum of Rs. 19,88,655 was for acijuisition of lands 
for Government, including State llailwaj’s ami Oompanies’ Railways, and 
Rs. 30,49,00/ for all other purposi*s, vi/.., for District Boards, Municipalities 
and Railway and other companies. The average cost per aero of the lands 
for which acquisition proceedings were confirmed during the year was 
Rs. 934 against Rs. 1.790 in the preceding year. The decrease in the 
average cost is due mainly to the fact that the proceedings confirmed daring 
the year were in respect of less costly projects in the town of Calcutta and 
the districts of Howrah, Midnaporo and Chittagong. 

85. The amount of loans under the Lan 1 finprovement Loans Act loms-c*) Land 
outstanding at the commencement of the year was Rs. 1,56,425 and loans •nipi*ovan»ant 
amounting to Rs. 9,864 wore advanced during the year under report. Of the 

total outstanding principal, Rs. 1,66,289, Rs. 78,498 was repayable during the 
year. Out of this Rs. 68,671 was realized, including Us. 520 collected in 
advance and excess, w^ile Rs. 244 was remitted. The balance outstanding at 
the close of the year was Rs. 1,02,374 (including Rs. 50 under suspension), of 
which Rs. 15,053 was overdue. Of Rs. 11,704 due on account of interest, 
current and arrear, the collections during the year amounted to Rs. 9,885, of 
which Rs. 47 was paid in advance and excess, while Rs. 16 was remitted and 
a balance of Rs. 1,840 left unrealized at the close of the year. 

36. The amount advanced daring the year under the Agriculturists’ (fc) agfioaitu- 
Loans Act was Rs. 1,64,385. The outstanding balance of the previous year 
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was Us. 4,61,658, making the amount outstanding Rs. 6,29,043, of 

which Us. 2,41,997 was rocoverahle within the year. The total collections 
amounted to Us. 1,07,013, including Us. 872 paid in adv'ance, and Us. 220 
was remitt(;d. The halance recoverable in future years is Us. 5,21,802 
(including Us. .5<l,33l under suspension), of which Rs. 85,297 was overdue at 
the end of the year. The amounts overdue in the districts of Nadia, Farid- 
pur, Hakarganj and Tipjjera are heavy. Of Us. 35,816 duo on account of 
interest, current ainl arrear. Us. 17,.‘»47 was collecte<l (including Us. 3 paid in 
excess). Us. 61 was rfunitted and Us. 9,261 suspended, leaving a balance of 
Us. 9,147 overdue at the end of the year. , 


Surveys. 

[Itrport of liu* Survey Department, Btuigal, for the year eiuliii)' the 30ih September 1914.] 

37. Tim Survey I tepartment was employed during the year in connec- 
tion with major operations uinler the Ihjngal Tenancy Act in the districts 
of Myinonsingh, Midnapore. Uajshahi and Noakhati. The traverse survey 
of Mj’inensingh was completed, while in Midnaix>re an area of loss tiian 
400 square miles remains to bo traversed. The total area surveyed during 
the year was 3,6.30 scpiare miles as against 3,.562 in tlie previous year. In 
addition to district surveys, the th*partment had to deal with various miscel- 
laneous items of work, the most important of which were the Howrah Town 
survey and the survey on behalf of the (Jalciitta Improvement Trust of the 
Oahnitla added arc'a and of the Mani'ctala, Tollygunge, South Suburban, and 
Cos8ipor»*-('hitpur Municipalities. 


Land Records and Settlements. 


[Annual Hepurt of the Director of Lainl UwonlK for the* year enJiu^ the 30th Soptoinbor 1914.] 


38. Surv(\v and settlement operations under the supervision of the 
Director of Lainl Records were in progress in 19 districts. The settled area 
tif tlio I’rovince in wliich the Uengal Tenancy Act is in force is 63,893 square 
miles. A recoi-il-of-rights pr(‘pared undt'r Chapter X of that Act has been 
finally publishe<l in resjwet of 1.5,449 square miles. 

39. limit settlement in the ( JoverniiK'nt estates in Jalpaiguri resulted 
in a net incn'ase of revenue by 56 per cent. This work w'as also in pi’Ogress 
in eonsiih'rabh! areas in Dacca. Hakarganj, and Noakhali, showing so far, 
inereasi's of 135, 33’76 ami 208 per emit., respectividy, mostly tine to excess 


areas. ^ 

40. Impi'rial District operations on a large scale were in progress in 
Mymmisingh, Dacca. Faridpur, Hajsliahi, Jalpaiguri, and Midnaporo, and in 
an area of i;}” scpian' miles in tin* liampur Hat {Subdivision of the Hirhhum 
distri<‘t. l’ro 4 ;ress in Mymensingh was very satisfactory : the outturn on the 
main hranelies of work, viz., Held survisy, attestation, printing of the record 
and recovery of costs amounting to 850, 800, 897 and 1,023 square miles, 
ri'speetively. The collapse of the jute market interfered with recovery. 
Cailastral survt'y anil hujharat (local explanation of record) were completed 
in Dacca and, except in printing and consequently in recovery of costs, the 
year’s programme was exceeded. Except for the disposal of cases filed after 
final pnhlieatioii. the work of the Settlement Department in Faridpur was 
coinpleti'd. The result of the year’s case-work was favourable to the landlords 
on till' whole, the avm-age enhancement in the case of rfiiyats was 24 jjer cent, 
of the original rmit. The entire programme in Uajshahi, consisting of 870 
square miles of survey ami preliminary record-writing, 974 square miles of 
l(K*al explanation of record, and 484 square miles of janeh (office work and 
check) was carrieil through. Ganja grows in the Naogaon Subdivision, the 
area under cailastral survey, and special statistics of its cultivation village by 
village were supplied by the Settlement Department to the Excise Depart- 
ment. Widc'sproad illegal enhancement of rent was the chief feature brought 
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out at attestation. The Kiilwerviojit ^'oinlition of the tenants an I the power of > 4**o » 
the landlords in the Nntoreand Naogaon SiilulivisionH liave attracted attention. 

The settlement work of .Ialpai^:uri district was completed diirin|r the year 
except in respect of post-pul)licatio:i cas(‘-work. A small amount of costs 
remained to be recovered. In attestation ami jnneh ^office work aud check) 
performance in Mid napore kept abreast of thepn^ramme tif 1,0G5 square miles 
of each. Cadastral survey of only 8.54 square miles coulc he done, the 
balance of the programme of 1,087 squat e miles having Ijeen (tostpoued chiefly 
on account of the serious floods of 1913. Re visional operations were under* 
taken in,47 square miles in Pargana Pataspur and found to be easy and cheap 
owing to the excellence of the previous survey. The conditions in Midnaporo 
vary from those found to exist in 9he most jungly tracts of C'ljota Nagjmr to 
those found in Eastern Bengal with its coinph‘X systems of co-parcenary and 
sub-infeudation. In the 8onthal area of Birbhuin the prexseedings for the 
settlement of fair rents under section 112 of the Bengal Tenancy Act were 
oonfirmed by the Governor-General in Council and the operations wore 
concluded. 

41. Minor settlement operations in respect of scattered estates were in *■•••••• 

progress in 13 districts. • The inspection of the Director of Land Records 
revealed various defects in soq^' of the proceedings which had previously been 
outside his control, and steps are being taktm to remedy them as far as 
possible. There were 21 zamindari estati^s with an area of 25 square miles to 
deal with in Burdwan, where large numbers of nsnt-froc claims wore found to 
prevail. In Bankura one small patni estate, of which some villages wore 
missing, was under settlement. Five chars were also surveyed. The opera- 
tions pending in Hooghly wer«5 completed and now work in six petty 
zamindari estates and three Government Estates together with the 
settlement of two Government chars under the Regulations was practically 
finished. In the 24-Pargana8 there was a small programme consisting of 
operations in diflerent stages. The area under attestation consisted mainly of 
bheris or rearing tanks for fish — piscicultural rather than agricultural land. 

The claims to raiyati status of non-cultivating tenants with numerous 
cultivators under them was a peculiai’ity of tlic potty settlements in Nadia. 

The programme was practically completed. Fourteen sipiaro miles of survey 
and 24 square miles of khanapuri (initial I’ecord-writing) were completed in 
Murshidabad, in respect of 1 1 resumed, G wards’ and 3 zamindari estates. 

In Jessore the settlement of 4 zamindari t'states was oomphdod and the rent- 
roll of one temporarily-settled estate, was finally framc<l. Under-raiyats are 
reported to be suspiciously few. The re(;ords of the Khulna portion of the 
Mokimpur Estate wortj finally publishcil ami case-work in the Jessore 
portion completed. The small programme in Khulna (excepting Mokimpur) 
was practically disposed of. In Bakarganj there wei'c 62 Government 
estates or tompporarily-settlod estates witli an area of 95 square miles under 
settlement of land revenue, tin) most important being Tuslikhali, a Govern- 
ment estate. In respect of the smaller (^states the District Ecttlement 
Survey was revised and brought up to date. ConsichM'able changes were 
necessary in the Tushkhali villages, which were not dealt with in the 
District Settlement. So far rents and revenue have been increased by 15*39 
and 33*76 per cent., respectively. The total diara area is 44 square miles and 
the proposed revenue Rs. 45,000. In Faridpur out of a total of nearly 18 square 
miles under settlement of land revenue the rent-roll for 16 square miles 
was published. A large increase of revenue is expected chiefly from 
accretions. The work m Noakhali embraced o| orations at different stages 
in 30 Government estates and temporai’ily-settled estates (118 square miles) 
and in two zamindari estates (38 square miles). The revision of land revenue 
in six estates resulted in an inci*easo from Rs. 5,174 to Rs. 15,959 mostly 
duo to excess area and rise in prices. Out of the small pregramme in Tippera 
district only the disposal of some case- work under section 105 remained 
unfinished. ‘In Dinajpur the costs of the settlement of Jhargaon estate were 
collected and the operations closed. 

'42. Promi.t measures were taken in moat districts to restore missing 
pillars and to put in order these which were damaged. mmrkm. 

c 2 
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Waste Lands. 


[Report oil the Laii<l Revenue Ailmiuietration of itengal for the year 1914- ISuf 

wast* MiiHis. 43. The nilcs for tho grant of leases to large capitalists of waste landa 

in tho 24-Pargaiias and Khulna portions of tho Sundarbans arc still under 
suspension. With a view to detorinino the best method «*f reclaiming (he 
waste lands in tlnme two districts, tho Hon’blo Mr. (J. J. Stevonson-Moore 
visited the Sundarbans and, after studying the methods adopted in the past 
in the 24-Pargnuas and Kliulna Sundarbans as compared with those which 
have b(‘on so succi'ssful in the Colonisation area in the Bakartranj 'Sundar- 
bans, ho submitted a note on tho d(.‘v.;hjpmonf of tho tract and proposed 
raiyatwari settlement in certain areas. The matter is under the considor<ation 
of Covornnient. 

The numlier of leases granted in the 2d-Pargana8 and Khulna Sundarbans 
uinler the large (/’apitalists* Rules of 1879 and under the rules of 18.53 
was the same as before, viz.. 188 an<l D.’i, respectively, in tln> 24-Par- 
ganas and 22 and .38, n*spectiv«‘ly, in Khulna. The revenue payable in 
respect of them during the year was Rs. 73,001, Jis. 79,459, Rs. 9,81,0 ^nd 
Rs. 54,070 vvhieli will rise eventually to Rs. 2,35,111, Rs. 80.053, Rs. 22,206 
and Rs. 55,709, respectiv»*ly. d’lie number of leases ‘^?ranted in Sanger Island 
was 0 as in the pi-».‘vious year, the annual I’ovonuo payable being Rs. 9.56 
rising ovimtiially to Rs. 11,931. As liefore pirtcanas for possossiou were 
issued in .lalpaiguri in respect of 147 waste land J>tes settled durin:' tho 
year. Leases under tlie Arable Waste. Land Lease Rules will lio issued in 
the course of the current settlement. 


Government Estates. 

[Ufpiirt on tlic L'liitl Ucvcihid A(liiuiii.'«tratu):i of Bouu;i\l for the year 1914-15.] 

NunUMPand 41. Tlie total number of estates under direct management, including 

managamant. estates of privat*' individuals manageil by Government, was 2,173 with a 
curnmt ilemaml of Rs. 41.57,772. d’lie percentage of cost of management 
on the current demand was 6*08. The year was not a favourable ono for 
th(' tenants. I'here was an I'.xcellent jute crop, but the fall in prices and tho 
st»*ppage of credit causi'd by the sudden outbreak of war affected tho temants 
in Government estates eiju.dly with those in privmte estates. This was 
followed by insullicient rain in Septimiber and Octob«*r, resulting in a partial 
failure of the wintt'i* rice ami rain crops in some areas and poor crops in 
others. The failure of crops was most severe in the Government estates in 
tho southern portion of tho district of Rakarganj, where rice is tho only crop 
grown. There was also an outbreak of rinderpest in that part of the district 
and a largo number of cattle dio«l. The tenants were helped with agricul- 
tural loans and suspension of rent was granted where necessary. In 
Darjeeling also tho tenants were not so well olV as in normal years. Carda- 
mom and jute are tho principal sources of income and the prices of both 
were low. 

•pants feii 45. The total exponditurc of Rs. 1,57,256 under tho heads Miscella- 

imspttvamanta. neous and Sanitary Improvements included Rs. 15,352 spent on tanks and 
wells, Rs. 73,658 on drainage, irrigation and embankments, Rs. 9,059 on 
roads and bridges, and Rs. 59,187 on miscellaneous objects, including tree- 
planting. 

Ooioniaation In 46. The year under report is the eighth year since tho inception of 

tha Bakarganj [lie Colonization Scheme in the IJakarganj Sundarbans. There were 535 new 
an apbana. colonists settled on 31,560 bighas of land, against 239 colonists on 12,340 
bighas in tho previous year. A sum of Rs. 7,000 was advanced to the 
colonists as loans and Rs. 3,153 was realized during the year. The progress 
of reclamation was satisfactory. It is expected that the major portion of 
the area settled will be reclaimed and brought under cultivation shortly. 
The starting of rural Co-operative Credit Societies in the Colonization area 
has proved a boon to the settlers. Seventeen Societies have been registered 
up to tho close of the year under report. 
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47. The expenditure on roads and communications in Government 
estates amounted to Rs. 2.16,630, against the Government 1^ per cent, grant 
of Rs. 70f,600 for this purpose. The excess expenditure was met from 
District Board and other local funds. 

48. The total expenditure on education in Government estates during 
the year was Rs. 64,515 against a Government grant of Rs. 45,078. The 
excess expenditure was met from local grants. The total number of schools 
an<l pupils in Government estates was, respectively, 2,214 and 73,327 
against 2,379 and 77,201 in the previous year. 'I'lie decrease both in the 
number, of schools and of pupils was marked in the Burdwan Division, 
where the number of schools fell from 1,008 to 813, ami that of pupils from 
28,382 to 21,049. The district of Midnapore is chiefly responsible for this 
result. 

49. Five estates, oovorin:' an area of 10 a<?r«>s in the Bur.lwan and 
Presidency Divisions, were sol I during the year for Ks. I IS subject to a total 
annual revenue of Ks. 33. 
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[l{t;port on tlio A'lmiuiHtration of Wards’ and AttuoluMi Kstat«M for tia* year 1914-15], 


88’0 per cent., was 


50. The total number of ostaUiS under the management of tbo Court of 
Wards at the beginning of tbi< year was 57. Four estat -s were nde.aseii, 
leavin.g 5.3 estates under nianagonient at the close of the year. The total 
amount of revenue and cesses duo to (Tovernment, including an arrear 
demand of Rs. 1,31,751, was Rs. 13,98,916, of which 
paid against 91'5 per cent, in the previous y»*ar. 

51. The percentage of payment of rent and cosstj.s due to superior 
landlords showed some improvoiucnt, b(3ing r8’3 per C('nt. of tbo aniount due 
against 71*6 per cent, in tbo previous year, leaving a balance of Rs. 1,23,199 
out of a total demand of Rs. 5,96,470. The heaviest balances w(*re due from 
the Ba wall estate in the district of the 2 l-l*arganas, th<^ Bhawal estate in 
the district of Dacca, and the Karatiya estate in tin', district of Myimnisingh. 
In the former two estates the balances are dui‘ mostly to superior landlords, 
against whom the estates have counter-claims, and they could not b(} paid 
as accounts were not adjusted. In tins Karatiya estate the arrears acoruetl 
because the superior landlords refused to accept payinml. of the wards’ 
share of the duos separately from that of tho other shares jointly liable. 

52. The demand for rent and cesses due to the estates under 
management during the year was Rs. 94,19,517, imfluding an arrear <lemand 
of Rs. 52,65,809. Out of this. Rs. 35, 19, .559 or 37*3 per cent, was collected 
against 44*1 per cent, in the previous year. Tho pereentagi} of collections on 
current demand was 84*7 against 99*9 in the preceding year. Tho standard 
of 100 per cent, collections on current demand was exceeded only in the 
Chittagong Division, where tho percentage was 103*2. The lowest percen- 
tage, 69*4, was in the Rajshahi Division. The low percentage of collections 
is mainly due to the dislocation of tho jute trade caused by the European war 
and to the damage to crops by insects and want of rain in certain areas. 

53. The outstanding balances of rent and cesses due to all estates 
aggregated Rs. 56,34,972, representing 135*6 per cent, on the current demand 
and 59*8 per cent, on the total demand against 1 19*6 per cent, and 52*8 per 
cent., respectively, in the previous year. Tho balances exceeded tho current 
demand in all the divisions, except tho Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions. 
As regards tho estates in which the balances exceeded 25 per cent, of the 
current demand, the percentage of total balance on tho current demand was 
111*9 in tho Burdwan, 134*2 in the Presidency, 198*0 in the Dacca, 97*8 in 
the Chittagong and 91*7 in the Rajshahi Divisions. Owing to bad collections, 
for reasons already given, outstanding balances increased in almost all the 
estates. Considerable amounts of irrecoverable arrears were remitted in tho 
Janbazar, Bhawal, Golakpur and Kazi estates. Although there is a large 
irrecoverable arrear balance in tho Tagore estate, as the mortgagees of tho 
estate have instituted a foreclosure suit, it was not thought proper to make 
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any rt^miHsion, oapocially as tho mortgagees definitely objected to any remis- 
sion of runt and cusses being granted in respect of the Midnaporo property. 

51. Most of the estates in the Jlurdwan, Presidency afid Dacca 
Divisions are heavily encumbered. The total of tho debts of all tho estates in 
the Province sto<jd at Its. 89,42.183 after payments aggregating Ks. 3,2.5,481 
during the year, tiie uurreiit rent and cess demand of the estates for the year 
being Hs. 41,.53,708. 

The debts of tho Jhargram estate wore reduced from Rs. 5,74.758 to 
Ks. .5,32,880, a sum of Rs. 72,170, including interest, which accrued during 
tho year, having boon paid. Tho balancos of ascertained debts due from the 
Tagoro estate ros(» from Rs. 18,63,593 to Rs. 19,24,878 mainly through 
accrual of interest. Tho foreclosure suit *(>rought by the mortgagees of the 
estate is still ponding. The debts due by the Mukharji estate were the same 
as at tho close of tho preceding year, viz., Rs. 1,17,000. As the income of 
tho (!stato does not allow tho payment of any part of the principal debt, it 
will probably bo necessary to sell a part of the zamiiidari. Of tho liabilities 
of tho lihawal estate, Rs. 56,718 were paid and Rs. 16,990 reduced by 
compromise, leaving an outstanding balance of Rs 24,50,803. Out of this 
balance the utidisputod claims amount to Rs. .3^.54,384 only. Ofi the 
liabilitios of tho ost.ate of tho latu Nawab Sir K. Salimulla Bahadur of Dacca, 
all int(;rest duo for the year, together with a small amount, viz., Rs. 27,105 
on capital account, was paid. The debts duo by the estate of Khwaja 
Attikulla at tho close of tho year stood at Rs. 8,4.3,409 after payment of 
Rs. 60,707 and Rs. 21,153 towards tho interest and the principal of the debts, 
respectively. Rlforts to raise a lotin at a lower rate of interest have not yet 
met with any success, and the outbreak of tho war in Europe has added to 
the ditliculty. Tho debts due by tho Karatiya estate wore reduced from 
Rs. 2,2 1,850 to Rs. 2,09,428, but tho liabilitios of the Golakpur and Sherpur 
estates iucreasod from Rs. 6,33,566 and Rs. 1,08,084 to Rs, 6,67,200 and 
Rs. 1,13,218, rospoctivoly, by accrual of interest. No reduction could be 
made in tho debts of Bhukailas estate No. T, which amounted to Rs. 2,45,000 
at thi) close of the year. This was owing to bad collections in consequence 
of tiu' fall in the price of jute. The debts of tho Kazi estate wc*re reduced to 
Rs. 72,041 after p,ayinent of a sum of Rs. 9,8.38, including interest. 

55. Tho pi'rcentago of tho cost of management on the current rent and 
Cess demand of e.stat(>s was for tho whole Province 12’4 against 12‘6 in the 
previous y«far. 'Pho standard of 10 per cent, was exceeded in all the divisions, 
though in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions tho excess was slight, 
viz., 10’3. Tlu^ ptu’centago in the case of the Talipaba<l estate in tho district 
of Dacca is very high (25*2). The Commissioner, however, reports that, 
as s»>on as tho Sidtlemont operations in progress in this and the Bhawal 
estates aro over, steps *vill be taken to roduco tho management charges. 
The m inagoment stall’ of the estates in Bakarganj has been Revised with a 
view to roduc<^ tho cost in that district. Tho Board proposes to examine 
again the question of the cost of management in tho Tippei*a portion of tho 
Ka.simbazar estate, which is shown as 16*5 per cent. In the Rangpur portion 
of tho estate it has biM'ii reduced from 16*5 to 14*6 per cent. 

56. The standards fixed for expenditure on schools and on agncultui’al 
and sanitary improvements .are 9 and 3 per cent., respectively, of the 
current rent ami cess demand of an estate. There is no standard fixed for 
expenditure on disi)en8arie8 or miscellaneous improvements. Tho total 
expenditure for the Pi-ovinco under all those heads during tho year was 
Rs. 1,5!),913. iSchemes h.ad been framed in 1913-14 by the Commissioner ot 
tho Presidency Division for carrying out some agriculinral demonstrations in 
the .lanbazar aiid (lobardanga estate's, and by the Commissioner of the Chitta- 
gong Division in the Kasimbazar estate, but the schemes have not yet been 
carried out. Demonstrations on a 8m.all scale and experiments have, however, 
been made in several other estates, and a proposal to establish a demonstra- 
tion farm in one estate is under consideration. 

57. Miss Cornelia Sorabji, the Lady Assistant to the Court of Wards, 
did much useful work in giving the ladies of the zenanas of Wards’ estates 
the benefit of her advice in many different ways and in looking after the 
health, comfort and education of these ladies as well as of minor wards. 
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58. The education of the wards' was generally attended with satisfj^ctory 
results. In accordance with the scheme approved hy Government in the 
previous year to give minors under the Court some training in Survey and 
Settloment work before the release of tlieir estates, two wards attemled the 
training camp during the field season of 1914-15. 


Revenue and Rent-paying Classes. 

[Ueport on the Laud il*venue Adia'iiistriitio i of B'li^il for the year 1914*16.] 

59. The main provisions of tjic Heng.il Tenancy Act are now liecoming 
bettor known to both landlords and tenants, and the completion of survey and 
settlement operations in ditferent districts has, no d(ml)t, cqjitribiitt'd to this 
result. The proposal for the amendment of the Law relating to tht; trans- 
ferability of occupancy-holdings is still umler considi'ration. 

60. The njlations between landlords and tenants were on the wliole 
satisfactory, although disagreemcMits between th(*m were noticed in certain 
places. The past yoar^has been one of considerable strain owing to the- 
economic effects of the war, but it is satisfactory to note that the zamindars 
on the whole h.ave risen to the situation and dealt with their tenants in a 
conciliatory and sympathetic spirit. They have in many cases postponed the 
collection of rent and oven granted loans to enable thinr tenants to tide over 
their difficulties. The Collector of Birbhiiin states that there is a tondoncy 
on the part of some landlords to use unscrupulous methods in dealing with 
Santal tenants. The Collector of llankura brings to notice the fact that in 
the undevelopeil parts of his district the aborigines and semi-aborigines are 
being gradually ousted by new-comers, and ho thinks that a Rocord-of- Rights 
is urgently required there to protect th(» men who have opened up the 
country. The claims of the Cliakdars ami }t(tndah of Mitlnapore for the 
status of occupancy raiyats, which are ponding in appeal in tiu'- (3ivil Courts, 
have not yet been finally disposed of. Strained relations betw«5en landlords 
and tenants are still far too common in many of th<? other districts in the 
Presidency. 

61. The provisions of the Ihnigal Tenancy Act as regards tin; issue of 
rent receipts are not properly observed by many landlords. Out of 38 eases 
of failure to grant proper receipts, 20 ended in conviction. 

62. As in the past the practice of l(;vying ahwabs or illegal cesses in 
some form or other ovi.n* and above the stipulated ri*nt is ])r(;valent throughout 
the Presidency. No suit to resist those demamls was brought, however, 
under section 75 of the .Bengal Tenancy Act. In the Dacca Division the 
preparation of the R<;cord-()f-Right8 is said to bt; having a good effect in 
restricting the h'vy of such demands, whih; in Bogra and Malda resistance is 
beginning to be offered by the raiyats. 
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63. TIh. following sovon Acts were passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Coniunl during 1!H l-l.'j and became law during or sifortly after the cldseT of 
that year, namely : — 

(/) Uenyal Act V of 1014 [The (yhittagong Port Act, 1914]. — This Act 
makes more suitable provisions for the management of the affairs of the Port 
of (diittagong in vi(!W of j)r(!sent-day requirements. 

{2) Hcmjal Act VI of 1014 [The Bengal Medical Act, 1914]. — This Act 
provides for the registration of Medical Practitioners in Ihmgal, and is de- 
siginxl to protect tlie jsililic ami the medical profession fi’om irregularly quali- 
fied practitioners. It is based on the Medical Acts in force in Englanil (21 & 
22 Viet., c. 90, ami amending Acts), ami on the Bombaj’ Medical Act, 1912 
(Bombay Act VI of 1912). 

(d) licngnl Act Vll of 1014 [The Bengal Excise (Amendment) Act, 
1914]. — Owing to the territorial redistribution in April 1912, two different 
Excise Acts were in force in dillerent parts of the Presidency of Fort William 
in Bengal as constituted on the 1st April, 1912, namely, Bengal Act V of 
1909 and Eastio'ii Bengal and Assam Act I of 1910, and the main object of 
Bengal Act \'1I of 1911 was to make the excise law uniform throughout the 
whohf of tin' pres(*nt Prcjsidency. With this end in view. Eastern Bengal and 
Assam Excis** Act 1 of 1910 was repealed, and the Bengal Excise Act, 1909 
(Bengal Act V^ of 1909), as amended by Bengal Act VII of 1914, was extended 
to " Eastern ih'ngal ” ns defined in section 2 of that Act. 

The «>pportunity was also taken to clear up certain doubts which had 
arisen in the actual w’orking of Bengal Act V of 1909, and also to exclude all 
rehu-euces in it to the Board of Revenue, in consequence of the transfer of 
the administrative control of the Excise Department to the Locai Government. 

{4) Bengal Act lof 1015 [The Calcutta Port (Amendment) Act, 1915]. — 
The sole object of this Act was to amend the Calcutta Port Act, 1890 (Bengal 
Act 111 of 1890) with a view to empower the Commissioners for the Port 
of Calcutta to recommend to Government I he payment of a pension, gratuity 
or compassionate allowance to a retiring Vice-Chairman who, in their opinion, 
may be t'utitled to such consideration. 

(5) Bengal Act I I of 1015 [The Bengal Steam-boilers and Prime-movers 
(Amemlment) Act, 1915]. — The objects of this Act were as follows 

( 1 ) to provide for the e.xemption of certain boilers or prime-movers or 

classes of boilers or prime-movers from the operation of the 
Bengal Steam-boilers and Prime-movers Act, 1879 (Bengal Act 
111 of 1879) ; and 

(2) to provide for the payment of a pension, gratuity or compassionate 

allowance to any Boiler Inspector injured, or to the relative of 
any Boiler Inspector killed, in the execution of his duty, or who 
might die in such exceptional circumstances as would, in the 
o])inion of the Government of India, justify such payment, the 
provision being made retrospective so as to apply to cases of 
death occurring before the Act becomes law. 
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The Act itt based ou certain portions of the Burma Steam-boilers and 
Prime-marers Act, 1910 (Burma Act II of 1910), and section 31 of the 
Calcutta Port Act, 1890 (Ben^l Act III of 1890). 

(5) Bengal Act III ^ 2915 [The Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) 

Act, 1915]. — The main object of this Act was to amend the provisions of 
section 63 of the Calcutta Improvement Act, 1911 (Bengal Act V of 1911) in 
order to extend the power at present exercised by the Board of Trustees 
un<ler that section in the neififhbourhood of Calcutta to the area within the 
limits of the Calcutta Municipality, so as to prevent the erection or re> 
erection* of, or addition to, any wall or building which falls within the 
street alignment or building line of a projected public street within those 
limits. It also ^provided that schemes of proposed public streets should 
receive tins sanction of the Local Government. 

(7) Bengal Act IV of 1915 [The Bengal Embankment (Sundarbans) 

Act, 1915]. — ^The object of this Act was to make provision for controlling the 
erection of private embankments in the Sundarbans so as to prevent deteriora- 
tion in tidal channels and in the natural drainage of the country within that 
area. To secure this object the older and ineffective laws — Act XXXII of 1855 
and Bengal Act VII of 1866 — which were hitherto in force in the Sundarbans, 
were repealed, and the Bengal Embankment Act, 1882 (Bengal Act II of 1882) 
and the extant portions of the Bengal Embankment Act, 1873 (Bengal Act VI 
of 1873), were extended thereto. 

64. There were no Bills pending before the Bengal Legislative Gouncil i»«"«nng 
at t!io close of the year 1914-15. aurtug ist4>is, 


Polioe. 

[TIm iljptirt on tho Polioo Adminiaration in tho Bjnq;al iVo'iidonoy for tlie y^ar 1914. Statiatica of 

British India, Part VI.— Adminiafrativo and Judicial.] 

65. 'riierc was no change in the numerical strength of the superior Administration, 
police cadre. In the subordinate ranks an increase of 882 officers and men 
was sanctioned in connection with the reorganization of the subordinate 
police in Eastern Bengal, the revision of police-station areas in the Asansol 
subdivision of the district of Burdwan, and the strengthening of tho armed 
branch of the force. The saiictione 1 strength of the force in Bengal provides 
1 policeman for every 2,090 inhabitants, the United Provinces have 1 for 
1,299, Madras 1 for 1,261, and Bombay 1 for 772. , 

The difficulties of the police force in Bengal wore ^gravated by the 
dearth of suitable local recruits, especially in the malarial ilistricts, which 
necessitates the recruitment of men from Bihar, the United Provinces and 
the Punjab, /rhe total number of men recruited during the year was 2,946 
against 3,539 in the year 1913, while the number of vacancies at the close of 
tho year was 1,400 as ai^inst 1,200 in the preceding year. 

The number of resignations slightly decreased (668 against 684), but 
there were 317 desertions as compared with 153 in the previous year. It is 
hoped, however, that the improved rates of pay which were brought into force 
during the yrar will proiuce an improvement. 

The minimum pay of constables has now been raised from Rs. 8 a month 
to Rs. 10 in the unarmed branch and to Rs. 11 in the armed branch. Pro- 
posals for granting special leave concessions to I’ecrnits from other provinces 
are under fonsidellition. The necessity of strengthening the leave reserve, 
in order that a reasonable amount of leave may bo granted, was again urged 
by the Inspector-General, and his detailed proposals on the subject are 
awaited. 

The two regiments of the Indian army lent to this Government for police 
duties in the Eastern Bengal districts continued to be so emplc^ed throughout 
the year and rendered invaluable a^stance to the administration. 

66. The discipline of the pdice continued to improve. There was an amAraioonei. 
appreciable increase in the nomber of officers and men rewarded, and the tioflaftii* 
revised mles regarding the grant cl rewwrds by polioe officers, which have 
now been finally- passed, jrill obviate the delay whioh has hitherto occurred in 
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the payment of rewards owing to acconhta difficulties. There were 102 cases 
of judicial punishments as compared with 74 in the previous year, ^ut there 
was a satisfactory decrease in departmental punishments and in complaints- 
brought against the p<^ice by private persons. ^ Another satisfactory featttre is 
the steady improvement In the work of circle inspectors and the good 
influence exercised by thorn over the work of their subordinates.' The detec- 
tive ability of the investigating agency has not yet reached a high general 
level, but a scheme for special training in this matter'has been drawn up by 
the Inspeotor-Gleneral and is under consideration. The excellent general 
training given in the college at Sarda and in the constables’ training* schools 
is already producing a good effect on the morale intelligence of the force, 
and an increasing development of the utilfty and efficiency of these institu-^ 
tions is anticipated. - ^ 

The expenditure in connection with the construction and repair of build- 
ings during the year 1914 was nearly 18 lakhs as compared with Rs. 14^ 
lakhs during the previous year, but much remains to be done to make the 
police force in the mufassal reasonably comfortable and contented in this 
respect. The condition of many of the police buildings is deplorable, and 
heavy expenditure will be necessary before the foi^be is prc^rly hoAsed. 
The Inspector-General submitted a comprehensive and carefully planned 
scheme, involving a total expenditure of nearly a orore and a half of rupees. 
In the existing financial stringency, it would be impossible for the Local 
Governmont or the Government of India to finance such a scheme, but 
Government fully realised the importance of the question and took steps to- 
advance it as far as possible, so that substantial progress might be made 
directly financial conditions improved. 

The discipline of the military police force was excellent. The battalion 
at Dacca took part witli the regular troops on ail combined field days, and 
was highly complimented by Major-General May, c.ii., c.m.g., Commanding 
tlio Presidency Brigade, on its excellent conduct and on the keen and soldier- 
like manner in whicli it acquitted itself. In accordance with the scheme for 
the reorganization of the military police in Bengal which was sanctioned by 
the Secretary of State, the old Bengal Military Police Company at Hooghly 
was to have been replaced by a detachment of the Dacca Military Police 
battalion, but for administrative reasons the change could not be carried out 
before the close of the year. 

A satisfactory improvement in the recruitment of local men for the river 
police was eflected during the year. Six new river police-stations were 
established (including throe re-opened), and there are now 19 river police- 
stations in all. Twtdve have floating thanas and the rest are accommodated 
in hired houses on land. Each thana has a pansi boat attached to it. Owing 
to the outbreak of the war, some delay occurred in obtaining new launches and 
boats from the Dockyard authorities, but the force now possesses a fleet of 
11 steam launches, 3 motor launches and 27 panst boats, besides various house 
boats and cutters. Six launches were made over to the militaiy authorities 
for the use of the armies in the field. 

67. Including cases pending from 1913, 457 criminal charges were 
brought against the police as compared with 471 in the preceding year. The 
424 charges disposed of during the year, including 10 of torture, 99 of 
extortion, 25 of bribery, and 290 of assault and wrongful confinement, etc. 
Sixty cases ended in conviction, and 364 cases were unsubstantiated, as 
against 57 ending in conviction and 370 unsubstantiated in the preceding 
year. One Sub-Inspector was convicted of torture, 7 constables of extortion, 
2 constables for bribery, and 3 Sub-Inspectors and 1 head-constable and 53 
constables of other offences. The complainants were prosecuted for bringing 
false charges in 37 cases, of which 25 were disposed of before the end of the 
year. Twenty cases ended in conviction and 5 in acquittal. 

Thirty-six civil suits wsre instituted against the pdice, of which 21 were 
disposed of daring the year, with the result that 15 were dismissed, 3 with- 
drawn and 3 decreed. Revised rules were issued laying down the procedure 
to be followed in enquiring into oases of serious misco^uot (m the part of 
police officers. It has now been provided that in oasep in which the Sessions 
Court or a Court of superior status records its opinion that, a special enquiry is 
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necessary into the conduct oE the police, an open enquiry mil be publicly 
•conducted by a c<mini8sion of two officers, one of whcxn has had ji\dioial 
exponent and ^neither of whom belongs to^ the Police Department. ^ 

68. The appointment, in several ^ districts and parts of districts, of eirei* miimm, 
circle officers to supervise the chaukidari administration did much to improve 

the assessment of the chaukidari tax and to secure the more regular and 
punctual payment of the chaukidars. 

The detect on of ordinary crime depends largely on information given by 
the village chaukidars and the grant of rewards is a great incentive to 
^tivitjb and zeal. The advantage of rewarding lilrarally and promptly in all 
instances of meritorious work on the part of chaukidars was impressed on all 
•district and subdivisional officersf ' 

69. In the matter of ordinary crime a decrease occurred during the oicinanr t rim*, 
year under the heads Riot ”, Theft ”, anti ” Cattle4hQ& ” and an increase 

under the other heads. The increase was most marked under the heads of 
Murder” and ” Dacoity”. Most of the murders were due to domestic quarrels, 
intrigues and jealousy, and no special signihcance can be attached to the 
increase in this form of crime. The increase in dacoities is, however, directly 
attributable to the general feeling of unrest and uncertainty caused by the 
war, which induced the mose dangerous criminals to believe that Govern- 
ment would be pre-occupied with othor matters and that a good opportunity 
for organized crime was open to them. Before the outbreak of the war there 
were distinct .signs that dacoities were decreasing, but in the last quarter 
of the year there were 113 cases as compared with 75 in the corresponding 
quarter of the previous year. The increase was most serious in Bakarganj, 
whore dacoity cases had almost' ceased in the earlier part of the year. The 
outburst of crime in this district towards the end of 1914 and in the early 
part of 1915 was so serious that the ordinary courts became congested with 
work, and it was found necessary to appoint a special commission under the 
Defence of India Act for the trial of dacoity cases. 

70. After much hard preliminary work, systematic opi^rations were 
undertaken under the Criminal Tribes Act, 1911, against gangs of organised oHmlnM^iibas 
criminals. Nine gangs were declared criminal tribes during the year, and aet. 

cases against several others were investigated. An interesting feature in 
connection with this work was the settlement of the gang known as the 
Karwal Nuts, under the supervision of the Salvation Army, on land acquired 
in the neighbourhood of Saidpur in the district of Rangpur. 

71. The number of cases connected with revolutionary crime was 12 Ortm*. 

against 13 in the year 1913. These included 6 dacoities, 1 attempt at 

dacoity, 4 assassinations, and 1 attempt at assassination. All the dacoities 
took place in the Rastern Bengal districts except one which occurred in 
the 24-Pargana8. Two of the men assassinated were police officers — 

Inspector Nypendra Nath Ghose of the Calcutta Police who was shot on the 
19th January 1914, and a head-constable of the Intelligence Branch who was 
killed by a bomb on the 25th November 1914. An informer was shot at 
Dacca on the 19th July 1914, and another murder occurred at Chittagong 
on the 19th June, when an unfortunate man was shot by mistake whilst in 
company with the person whom it was intended to assassinate. On the 18th 
November 1914 an attempt was made at Madaripur in the district of Faridpur 
to kill a pleader who had assisted the police in certain enquiries. There can 
be no doubt that the activities of the revolutionary party were stimulated 
by the outbreak of the war, and an unusually large number of seditions 
leaflets were circulated during the year. An unfortunate incident occurred 
in Calcutta in August 1914, when a consignment of 50 Mauser pistols and 
46,000 rounds of ammunition consigned to Messrs. Rodda & Co. was stolen 
on the way fresn the docks. Nearly half the cartridges have been recovered, 
but the^ fact that Mauser cartridge oases have been found in nearly all the 
^revolutionary dacoities and outrages that have occurred recently shows that 
the stolen weapons and ammnnitimi have been widely distributed among the 
members of the revolnticm^ party. 

Arrests ^re nmde in connection with three of the murders which 
ooo^jred daring the^year, but the acoiised peraras were eventually acquitted. 

The success of the ^ioe in dealing with anarchical crime must not, however, 
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bo judged by theae results. After much patient mvest^TRtion several 
arrests wore m-ule towards the close of the year, and important ^e^lopments 
have occurred since both in Bengal and in other provinces. His Excellency 
in Council expressed his very high appreciation of the excellent work done 
by police officers, both Indian anl European, in combating this form of crime. 

72. On the 29th September 1914. 321 passengers, the great majority 
of wtioni were Sikhs, landed at Budge-Budge, near Calcutta) from the 
8.S. Komagata Maru on their return from an abortive attempt to enter 
Canada Vancouver. In consequence of information in the possession of 
Government they were met on arrival by representatives of the Bengal and 
Punjab Governments, wlio attempted'to persuade them to proceed by special 
train to the Punjab in accordance with ortlers issued under the Ingress into 
India Ordinance, 1914. In the case of 62 persons these efforts were success- 
ful, but the remaining passengers refused to comply with the orders and, in 
defiance of the authorities present, proceeded to march by road in the direc- 
tion of Calcutta. They were met en route by a force of police and subse- 
quently by trexips and were pei*suaded to return to Budge-Budge. While 
assembled near the railway station there and pending arrangements- for their 
entrainment, a serious attack was made by theih on the police, in <V}fich 
firearms wei-e used by the Sikhs. The police defended themselves using such 
revolvers as they had, but v'ore ovei-powered. The assistance of the troops was 
invoked to quell tluj riot which ensued, and they opened fire on the rioters, 
who dispersed. In the result, 2 Europeans (l police officer and 1 railway 
official), 2 Punjabi police officers, 2 Indian residents of Budge-Budge and 
20 8ikhs wore killcxl, and 6 Europeans and 5 Punjab police officers, one 
villager, together with 22 Sikhs and 1 Muhammadan from among the ship’s 
passengers were injured. In connection with this occurrence 213 persons 
were arrested, while 26 (including the leader, Gurdit Singh, escaped.) 

Mortality oauaed by wild animals and snakes. 

[Iteport on the above iind measure.^ taken for their dedtructlori during? the year 1914. Statistics of 
British India, Part V — Area, population atid public health.] 

73. The number of persons killed by wild animals rpse from 299 in 1913 
to 332 in 1914, the increase occurring in the Presidency, Dacca and Rajshahi 
Divisions. There was a further decrease iu the year under report in the total 
number of deaths caused by tigers, the figure for the year being 80 against 84 
in tim previous year. There was a marked increase in the number of deaths 
caused by other wild animals, the total figure being 201 in 1914 against 148 
in 1913. Alligators and crocodiles are mainly responsible for this increase, 
the figures representing deaths caused by these two animals during the year 
und report being 148 against 99 in the preceding year. 

74. 'riie number of persons who died from snake-bite fell from 4.491 in 
1913 to 4,356 in 1914. The Presidency and Rajshahi Divisions contributed 
towards the decrease, the figures in those two Divisions being 1,380 and 992 
in 1914 against 1,497 and 1,073 respectively in 1913. 

75. In the year under I’o, ort, 4,750 head of cattle were killed by wild 
animals and 1 1 7 by snakes against 5,022 and 153 respectively in 1913. The 
decrease under the former head occurred in the Presidency, Dacca and Raj- 
shahi Divisions only, while the decrease under the latter was most noticeable 
in the Burdwan Division, where the figure fell from 29 in 1913 to 4 in 1914. . 

70. There' was a slight decrease in the total number of wild animals 
destroyed during the year under report, the numbers for 1913 and 1914, being 
2,858 and 2,824 respectively. The number of tigers destroyed increased from 
180 in 1913 to 205 in 1914, while the number of snakes destroyed fell from 
17,134 to 10,215. The decrease was most marked in the Presidency Division, 
the figures being 8,724 in 1913 and 2,749 in 1914. The district of Hooghly is 
responsible for this substanti^ decrease, the floods of 1913 having driven 
many snakes away from the district. The amounts paid in rewards for the 
destruction of wild animals and snakes were Rs. ^,477-2-0 and Rs. 167-5-6 
respectively, the correspemding figures for 1918 being Rs. 19,061-1 1-6 ^'and 
Rs. 172-1-0. . 
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Police Admlnletraftloii In Oaloiitta. 

[Tlie Annual Keport on the Police Adminiatratioii of the Town of Calcutta and ita Suburbs for the year 
1914. Statiatica of British India, Part VI— Administrative and Judicial.] 

77. The Training School in the Dullunda buildings at Alipore was TMUirtnee^oef 
opened in October, and the alterations and improvements in the-building will, 

it is hoped, be completed this year. The difficulties of recruiting suitable 
constables continue, and there were 261 vacancies in tiio ranks at the end 
of the Jrear. The new building for the accommodation of sergeants was 
completed, and was opened by Hi^ Excellency the Governor in December. 

78. New arrangements for Police Court work were made during the poiim oohm 
year. In January 1914, a Presidency Magistrate’s Court, with jurisdiction 

over the northern part of the town, was opened in Nimtolla Ghat Street, 
and another with jurisdiction over the southern part of the town in Kyd 
Street. Subsequently the Central Court was moved from Lai Bazar to a 
more convenient and commodious building in Bankshall Street. 'I'hese 
re-arrangements provided more accommodation for Honorary Magistrates. 

^9. The report o^ the Committee appointed to examine the rules ■••*••• v«hioii«. 
relating to motor vehicles Was considered during the year, together with 
criticisms and suggestions received from various sources. The Indian Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1914, was brought into force on the 1st April 1915, and the 
revised local rules were issued on the same day. Motor traffic has increased 
to such an extent that a special staff under the Commissioner of Police is 
required to deal with it, and an officer has been appointed to supervise the 
work which the effective administration of the Act demands. 

80. A further advance in regard to the treatment of juvenile offenders 
has been made by the opening of a special Juvenile Court with a House of 
Detention attached in charge of a resident Superintendent, where provision 
has been made for the instruction and medical care of the boys sent there 
by the Juvenile Court. During the first six months of its existence, 377 
juvenile offenders were dealt with by the Court. Further <levelopments of 
the scheme are in contemplation, including the appointment of paid probation 
officers to look after individual cases. Legislation will be necessaiy in order 
to place the complete scheme on a legal basis, and a draft bill drawn up by 
a strong committee, which was appointed to examine the question of juvenile 
crime, has recently been received, and is now under consideration. 

81. The treatment of hostile aliens on the outbreak of the war throw 

a heavy additional burden of work on the Commissioner. He was assisted *** * *' *"*’ 
by 12 gentlemen who rendered invaluable service as special constables in 
the surveillance of German and Austrian subjects. 

82. An enquiry into the administration of the Cruelty to Animals Act ?'7****^ ** 
and into the *nea8uros in force in Calcutta for the prevention of cruelty to 
animals was made by a Committee appointed by Government, and their report 

is now under consideration. 


Criminal Justice. 

[Report on the AdminUtratiou of CriininalJustioe in the Province of Bengal for the year 1914. StatiHticii 
of British India, Part VI — Administrative and Judicial.] 

83. For sessions work, the staff consisted of 21 Sessions Judges and <iudiei«i stair. 
6 Additional Sessions Judges employed throughout the year. Five Sub- 
ordinate Judges were vested Iwith the powers of Assistant Sessions Judge. 

They were employed in four districts, where they decided 45, 9, 8 and 3 
cases, respectively. ^ Besides the a^ve, temporary Additional Sessions Judges 
were employed daring the year in the districts of Bakarganj, Faridpur, 

Hooghly, Jessore, Midnapur, and the 24-Pargana8. 

The majpsterial staff employed at the clc^e of the year, including that 
of the Presidency town, consulted of 351 Stipendiary and 794 Honorary Magis- 
trates. These fij^res represent an increase of 5 and a decrease of 25, respec- 
tively, on the numbers (if the prevloas year. One Special Magistrate was 
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oniployed in Noakbali and he decided 164 cases. Of the 351 Stipendiary 
Magistrates, 244 exercised first,. 88 second, and 24 third class power^. There 
were 126 Benches of Magistrates constitated from among 728 Honori^ Magis- 
trates in the mufassal. Of the total, 100 were independent, and 26 were 
restricted to the trial of cases under the Municipal Act. 

84. There were 342,401 criminal offences reported during the year, a 
decrease of 9,986 on the figures of 1913. Of the tc^al, 176,528 were under 
the Indian Penal Code and 165,873 under special and local laws. These 
totals are less by 2,001 and 7,985, respectively, than those of 1913. The 
decrease was most marked in the Presidency town, Jessore, Faridpur, and 
Howrah as regards offences under the Penal Code and in the Presidency town 
and Midn^ore as regards offences under spbeial and local laws. 

85. The number of cases found to be false, or in which complaints were 
dismissed, was 63,197, or 18*4 per cent., of the number reported during the 
year. These figures include cases pending inquiry at the close of 1913. The 
percentage for the preceding year was 18*3. Complaints were dismissed in 
57,782 cases, or 1,133 less than in 1913. The number of cases declared to be 
false after trial or inquiry was 5,415, or 275 less than in 1913. 

86. Of the total number of cases under inquii^, 279,7 75 were found to 
be true, and of these 236,203 were brought to trial. Inquiries were pending 
at the close of the year in 13,699 cases. Compared with 1913, the number 
of cases found to be true and the number brought to trial show a decrease of 
8,320 anti 8,849, respectively. 

ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 

I. — Magistrntes' Courts. 

87. Of the total number of oases brought to trial, 98,623 were in the 
courts of the police and inutitcipal magistrates in the Presidency town, 
and 137,580 in the courts of magistrates in the mufassal. ^ 

88. 'riio number of oases brought before Presidency Magisti’ates, 
including the Municipal Magistrate, was smaller by 13,577 than in 1913. 
The nuntber of cases under special and local laws was 91,856 or 11,593 
loss than in 1913, while cases under the Penal Code fell from 8,751 to 6,767. 
The decrease' under the former head was most marked in offences under the 
Police Act which fell from 62,735 to 5.3,256. The number of offences under 
the Act For the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals also fell from 13,472 to 
9,316. As regards offences under the Penal Code, there was a decrease in 
offences affecting the public health, safety, etc., which fell from 4,652 to 2,119. 
The decrease in all these oases is attributed partly to the decline in trade 
owing to the war and partly to the activity of the Police in suppressing minor 
annoyances, while, in regard to cases of cruelty to animals, an additional 
factor was the extended use of motor vehicles which caused p reduction in 
the cart and hackney carriage tmffic in Calcutta. Before Presidency Magis- 
trates, other than the Municipal Magistrate, 77,602 cases were disposed of 
during the year, of which 52,137 were before Stipendiary Magistrates, 25,011 
before Honorary Magistrates sitting singly, and 454 before benches. In 
1913, 94,843 cases were decided, of which 88,300 were before Stipendiary 
Magistrates, 6,423 before Honorary Magistrates sitting singly, and 120 before 
benches. One hundred and sixty cases were pending at the close of the 
year. Of the total number disposed of, 63 were xsommitted to the High 
Court, and the i-emainder were finally decided by Magistrates, 410 under 
ordinary, and the remainder under summai^ procedure. The number of 
witnesses examined before the Police MagistrateR was 22,317, as compared 
with 22,273 in 1913. The number who attended and were disoharg^ 
without examination was 1,855 or 7*6 per cent, of the whole number in 
attendance. Of the total number in attendance, 19,104 (79 per cent.) were 
discharged on the first day ; 4,007 (16*6 per cent.) on the second ; 719 (3 per 
cent.) on the third ; and 342 (1*4 per cent ) after the third day. The 
numW of oases brought before the Court ci the Municipal Magistrate was 
20.925, all of which were oases under the Municipal Act. The number 
of cases disposed of was 20,926, of which 20,392 were decided under the 
summary procedure. Ncme remained pending at the dpse of the- year. 
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 


Compared with 1913, the number of cases instituted and disposed of shows 
an increa^ of 3,509 and 3,506, respectively. 

89. The aggregate number of persons under trial before the Presidency Remiita er 
Magistrates, other than the Municipal Magistrate, was 84,269. Of the 
persons tried, 13,804 were acquitted or disoha^d, 70,137 were convicted, 13 
persons died, one person was transferred for trial to another district, 74 were 
committed to the Sessions, and 240 remained under trial at the close of the 
year. Of persons acquitted or discharged, the cases of 10,616 were com* 
pounded, withdrawn or dismissed for default. Of persons tried fbr offences 
under tlfe Penal Coie, 4,171 were convicted and 4,244 acquitted or dis- 
charged. The results of trials Jjefore each class of Magistrates during the 
year are shown below : — 
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* Of the persons convicted 3,427 were punished with rigorous imprison- 
ment, the sentence in the '‘case of 4 persons including terms of solitary 
confinement ; 597 were punished with simple imprisonment ; 61,352 with fine ; 
and 221 with whipping. One hundred and one of the persons sentenced 
to fine were so sentenced in addition to other punishments. Twenty-six 
sentences of imprisonment wore, in the case of youthful offenders, commuted 
to detention in a reformatory school. Three thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-three convicted persons were warned and discharged. 

Tn addition to these sentences, 391 persons were required to furnish 
security for good behaviour, of whom 381 were imprisoned in default for terms 
not exceeding one year ; 47 persons convicted of offences involving a breach 
of the peace were ordered to execute bonds to keep the peace ; 145 persons 
were released on pi’obation under section 562, Criminal Procedure Code ; and 
various miscellaneous orders wore passed under special laws in the cases of 
208 persons, 'fhe number of persons I'eleased upon probation of good conduct 
shows an increase of 51, as compared with 1913. 

Before the Municipal Magistrate, 25,451 persons were under trial, of 
whom 24,325 were convicted, 1,119 were acquitted or discharged, and 7 died. 

The percentage of convictions was 95*5. Of the persons convicted, 14,650 
were punished with fines, and the others were ordered to comply with the 
various requirements of the rules and bye-laws of the Calcutta Corporation. 

90. At the opening of the year, 5,394 cases, besides cases of lunatics, were 
pending before Magistrates outside Calcutta. Duidn^ the year, 137,625 cases, 
including references under sections 347 and 349, Criminal Procedure Code, oaMi»foi>trt«i. 
were brought*to trial, and 138,048 were disposed of ; 4,920 remaining pending 
at ils close. The cases brought to trial were more than in 1913 by 4,530. 

Under the Indian Penal Code the increase was chiefiy in offences against 
property (1,517). On the other hand, the decrease was most marked in offences 
relating to public servants (297). There was an increase in oases under 
special and local laws. The variations under the other heads call for no 
remark. 

An increase in the number of cases instituted is reported from 17, and a 
decrease from 9, districts. The increase was most marked in Chittagong 
(1,589), Midnaporo (1,397), the 24-Parganas (853), Dacca (745), and Hooghly 
(545), while the decrease was greatest in Jessore (918). The increase in 
Chittagong was both under the Penal Code and under special and local laws, 
being most marked under the former head, in offences affecting the human 
body and in effenoes against property. 

The disposals were distributed as follows : — 
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In addition to the cases shown above, District and Snbdivisional Magis* 
traies decided 48 cases referred to them under sections 347 and ^9 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. The number of cases decided during the year 
was more than the number decided in 1913 by 5,540. The increase occurred 
in the Courts of subordinate Stipendiary Maipstrates and Honorary Magis- 
trates who disposed of 7,551 and 1,100 cases more, respectively, than in 
the preceding year. The number of cases disposed of by Benches of Magis- 
trates, District Magistrates ami the Special Magistrate shows a decrease 
of 2,636, 420 and 55, as compared with 1913. The total number of cases 
disposed of by District Magistrates was 1,273, the largest numbdr having 
been decided, as in the two preceding years, by the District Magistrates of 
Bakarganj (356), and Mymensingh (282). 

91. Of the total number of cases shown in the preceding paragraph, 
1,322 were committed or referred to the Sessions, and 136,726 were finally 
disposed of by Magistrates. In these latter, 191,216 persons were accused, 
this number being 8,963 more than in 1913. Of the total, 98,788, or 51‘7 per 
cent., were convicted, and 92,428 or 48*3 per cent., were acquitted ordischai'g- 
od. In 1913, 52*1 per cent, of the persons tried were convicted. Of the 
persons acquitted or discharged, the cases of 48,547 were compounded, ’with- 
drawn or dismissed tor default. The percentage of convictions of persons 
actually tried was 69*2, against 68*5 in 1913. Of the persons tried for 
ofiunces under the Indian Penal Code. 34,495, or 31*3 per cent., were convicted 
and 75,639, or 68*7 per cent., were acquitted or discharged. Of the latter, 
the cases of 42,359 persons were eompounded, withdrawn or dismissed for 
default. The percentage of convictions of persons actually tried under the 
Penal Code was 50*8. In 1913, the percentage of such convictions was 50*7. 
The total number of persons awaiting trial before Magistrates at the close 
of 1914 was 8,969, as compared with 9,668 in 1913. Fourteen of those, who 
were on bail, were awaiting trial for more than six months. Explanations of 
the delay in the disposal of all cases pending for more than three months, sub- 
mitted by the Magistrates concerned, have been considered by the High Court 
and the necessary orders have been passed on them. The number of persons 
in custexly at the close of the year was 599, against 595 in 1913. 

The general result of trials before Magistrates of each class was as 
follows : — 
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Of the persons shown as convicted above, the numbers tribd summqrily 
wore by Benches of Magistrates, 3,106 ; by subordinate Stipendiary Magistrates, 
46,083 ; by Honorary Magistrates, 1,477 ; and by District Magistrates, 98. 

The mode of trial of tho total number of persons convicted and the nature 
of the sentences passed were as follows : — 
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92. The sentences passed on persons convicted were as follows 
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A term of solitary confinement was included in 64 of the sentences of 
rigorous imprisonment, and in the ease of 56 youthful (Renders the sentence 
of imprisonment was commuted to one detention in a reformatory aohool. 
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Two thousand four hundred and nuietyreiglit persons were called upon to 

jfive seciyity to ho of goml hehaviour, 2,304 of whom were sentenced to , 

terms of imprisonment not (.*xooetling one year on failing to coiuply with the 

orders. Four liundrtnl and seventy-five persons, against 449 in 1913, were 

released on probation under section 502 ,of the Code of Criminal Proce<lure. 

Against 57 persons who had previously been so released, proceedings were 
subsequently taken ; all were convicted and punished. In addition to 
substantive punishments, 3,888 persons were re<iuired to execute bonds to 
keep the peace, 1,195 on conviction of offences involvings breach of the peace. 

Of the santences of imprisonment imposed, 2,682 were for terms not exceed- 
ing 15 days ; 10,428 for terms not exceeding 6 months ; 4,414 for terms not 
exceeding 2 years ; and 13 for terms exceetling 2 years. 

Sentences of whipoing were passed on 334 persons, as against 397 in 
the preceding year. Tne fines imposed aggregated Rs. 7,36,408. Rupees 
6,45,029 were realised, of which Rs. 1,08,502 were paid as compensation to 
complainants. 

93. In addition to eriminal trialsv^tho following were the more important MisMNanMH* 

classes of work dealt by Magistrates in the mufassal. olfimiiiai 

• There were 2,274 pi^ceedings under Chapter VIII, Criminal Procetluro ppomsup*. 
Code, to prevent a broach of the peace, in which 9,842 persons were involved. ©h«p*«i* viii. 
The number of cases and the persons involved were loss than the number 
brought before the courts in 1913. Of the persons concerned, 2,693 wore re- 
quired to execute bonds to keep the peace, in addition to the persons mention- 
ed in the preceding paragraph as having been siinilaidy bound down on 
conviction. The -number of ptn’sons dealt witli under this chapter was 
largest in Bakarganj (1,266), Jossore (1,207) and Dacca (918). In Khulna, 

Hakarganj and Myrnoiisingh there was a large decrease in the number of 
proceedings of this class, while tim figures show a marked increase in 
Faridpur, Rajshahi and Jessore, as compared with 1913. In 1,603 cases, 

3,681 persons were called upon to show cause why they should not give 
security to be of good behaviour, and the orders were made absolute against 
2,921. Of these, 2,736 failed to give the required security and were im- 
prisoned in default, 432 after reh^ronco to the Court of Session under section 
123 of the Code, and 2,304 under orders of Magistrates for terms not 
exceeding one year. 

94. Proceedings for the abatement of nuisances under Chapter X of 

the Code were taken in 1,146 casj’ia, and in the cases of 302 f)er8onB a ■"©***'^'* 
reference was made to a jury under section 1 38 of the Code. The number 
of cases under Chapter XII of the Code, involving questions of the possession 
of land, decided by Magistrates, was 1,813, an increase of 255 on the figures for 
1913. Under section 250 of the (Jode, 627 complainants wore ordered to pay 
compensation (o accused pei'sons, their accusations having been found to be 
frivolous or vqxatious. Proceedings for maintenance under Chapter XXXVI 
of the Code woi*e taken against 885 persons, and ordoi s weni made absolute 
against 235. 

95. The number of witnesses examined in the Courts of Magistrates in 
the mufassal was 361,422, as compared with 357,564 in 1913. The number 
who attended and wore discharged without examination was 184,107 or 33*7 
per cent, of the whole number in attendance. In the preceding year, the 
percentage was 33T. 'J'he amount paid to witnesses on account of the 
expenses of their attendance rose from Rs. 1,.31,307 in 191.3 to Rs. 1,47,132 
iq 1914. Of the total number in attendance, 394,038 (72*2 jier cent.) were 
discharged on the first day ; 105,268 (19*2 per cent.) on the second ; 33,200 
(6*1 per cent.) on the third ; and 13,023 (2*6 per cent.) after the third day. 

The number of witnesses detained for more than three days was 175 less than 
in 1913 ; on the other hand, the number of witnesses examined was larger. 


II . — Courts oj Session. 

96. The number of cases committed for trial or referred during the 
year was 1,322, or 115 more than in 1913 ; and the number decided, includ- 
ing pending cases of the previous year, was 1,296, or 101 more than in 
1913. There were 193 cases pending at the close of the year. Commitments 
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incrcaHfHl in 1 1 diHtricts and decreased in 11, and in ono district the figures 
were the same as in the preceding year. The increase was inarhed in the 
Fallowing districts: in the 2l-Parganas from 82 to 117; in Faridpur from 
78 to 108; in Hakarganj from 147 to 176 ; and in Dacca from 77 to 99. On 
the other hand, the decrease was noticeable in Mymensingh from 167 to 146;. 
in Murshidabad from 32 to 16 ; and in Midnapore from 60 to 46. The number 
of commitments was largcist in Rakarganj (176). 

97. There were 3,266 persons, or 245 more than in 1913, under trial 
before Courts of Session. Tlio cases of 2,835 p<?r8ons were decided and 421 
remained under tri.*il at the close oF the year. Of the 2,83.5 persons tried, 
1,807, or 63’ 7 percent., were convicte(l and 936 woro acquitted or discharged, 
and the cases of 92 ptirsons were referred to the High Court under sec- 
tions 307 and 374 of the C<kIo of Criminal rnx'cdun*. 

98. The following sentences were passed by the Courts of Session : — 


Trail-portion { 
Imprisonment 

L': 


Fine 
Whipping 


• «« 


• • • 


•r* 
• • • 


21 

107 

.52 

1,198 

10 

79 

2 


In the oases of 16, out of the 1,198 pcrsons^aentepced- to rigorous 
imprisonment, the sentences included terms of solitary’ confinement. Sixty- 
seven of the sentenc(!>s of fine wtu'e additional punishments ; and in the case of 
1 youthful ofi*eii<ior the sentonen of imprisonment was commuted to detention 
in a reformatory school. Resides the above, 432 persons vrero sentenced to 
rigorous or simple imprisonment (18 for terms not exceeding one yo.ar and 4l4 
for terms between ono year and three years) on failure to furnish security for 
good hohaviour ; an<l 18 persons, who had been convicted of ofiences involving 
a breach of the peace, were required to execute iMinds with sureties to keep 
the peace in addition to their substantive ptmishment. 

SmitencoH of imprisonment wore passed for the following terms : — 


^ 1.5 (lays 
(! months 
2 years 
7 years 

Exceeding 7 years 


Not exc eeding 


• • • 

• • • 


• • • 

* ••• 

• • • 

• • • 


9 

124 

484 

977 

45 
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Fines to the amount of Rs. 23,856 were imposed by Courts of Session, as 
compared with Rs. 4,2.50 imposed in the preceding year. The total realisations 
of the year aggregated Rs. 6,643, as compared with Rs. 1,706 in 1913. The 
amount of fines realised and paid as compensation was Rs. 6,4^1 in 1914, as 
cumpareil with Rs. 905 in 1913. 

99. The niimhcr of persons tried by jury was 1,168 and of the persons 
so tried, the Sessions Judge approved of the verdict of the jury in respect of 
978 persons, and disapproved of it in respect of 195. The Sessions Judge 
disagreed with the verdict of the jury in regard to 71 persons and referred 
the cases to the High Court under section 307 of the Code of Criminal Proce- 
dure. The results of these references are given under the head “ Superin- 
tendonci', Reference and Revision.” 

100. The number of persons tried with the aid of assessors was 994. 
In the cases of 691 persons, the Sessions Judge concurred with the opinion of 
both the assessors ; in the cases of 135 he differed from the opinion of one ; 
and in the cases of 168 he differed from the opinion of both the assessors. 
The corresponding figures of 1913 were 1,049, 639, 158 and 252, respectively. 

101. The average duration of sessions trials, from the date of commit- 
ment to the date of decision, rose from 40*6 days in 1913 to 42*5 days in 1914. 
Notice was, as usual, taken by the High Court of all cases of unusual dura- 
tion. The duration of cases was highest in the districts of Jessore (67*6 
days), Howrah (64*1 days), the 24->Pargana6 (55*4 days), and Nadia (47*3 
days). The increase in the duratiem of cases from 21*1 to 41*9 days in 
Darjeeling, from 27*2 to 44*8 days in Chittagong, frcmi 30*6 to 44*1 days in 
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Bakarganj. and from 30*8 to 43 days in MaUia, is noticeable ; there was a 
marked reduction from 64*8 to 28*8 days in Khulna and from 50*6 to 29*3 
days in Bankura. 

102. The number of witnesses in attendance before the Courts of Session 
was 22,753. Of these, 12,724 were examined and 10,029 discharged without 
•examination. In 1913, the corresponding Hgures were 12,169 and 9,420, 
respectively. Of the total number in attendance, 9,414 (41*4 per cent.) were 
discharged on the first day ; 7,323 (32*2 per cent.) on tljo second day ; 
3.671 (16*1 per cent.) on the third day ; and 2,345 (10*3 per cent.) after the 
third day. The proportion of witnesses discharged after the third day was 
higher than in 1913 (9*9 per cent.). The High Court has taken due notice of 
•cases of excessive detention of witifesses in reviewing the district reports. The 
amount paid to witnesses on account of the oxi)onse8 inoiirrod by them in 
attending sessions trials was Bs. 61,618, as compared with lls. 52,185 in 1913. 

103. Three cases were pending at the opening of the year, and 63 castes 
were brought to trial in the High Court during the yt'ar. 01 those, 59 were 
tried during the year, and 7 remained undecided at its close. Altogether 68 
persons were tried, of whom 53 were convicted and 15 acquitted. The 
number of witnesses examined was 490, and the average duration of oases 
from commitment was 36*7 days agaiirat 27*3 days in 1913. 

APPELLATE JUltlSDlCTlON. 

/. — High Court. 

104. At the opening of 1914, 34 ap^ieals wore pending before the High 
Court from sentences or orders of Criminal Courts. During the year, 678 
appeals wore preferred, and 661 were decided, leaving 51 pending at its 
close. The numbers preferred and decided wore 4 and 14 less, respectively, 
than in the preceding year. The pending file shows an increase of 17. Of 
the appeals against sentences preferred 557 wore from (Courts of Session and 
115 from Courts of Presidency Magistrates. Six appeals wei'o preferred by 
the Local Government against orders of acquittal. 

106. Five hundred and forty-seven appeals against sentences c»f Courts of 
Session were decided. The orders of the Lower Courts were upheld in 468 
instances, reversed in 16, and molifio<l in 58. Five cases were remanded for 
retrial. One hundred and tun appeals from the orders of Magistrates of 
the Presidency town were decided, the orders being affirmed in 106 cases, 
modifie<l in 2 and reversed in 3. The results of the appeals decided, as 
affecting individuals, were that the appeals of 763 pei’sons were sumnnarily 
dismissed under section 421 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and that in 
admitted appeals, sentences on 149 appellants were confirmodt on 105* reduced 
or "altered, tyid on 45 annulled. In the cases of 6 a new tnal or further 
inquiry was ordered. 

106. Four of the appeals preferred by the Local Government wore decided. 
Of these two were against orders of acquittal passed by Sessions Judges ; 
one against an order of acquittal passed by an Additional District Magistrate ; 
and one against an order of acquittal passed by the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate. 

Of the two appeals against the orders of Sessions Judges, one was 
in respect of an accused person acquitted of an offence under the second part 
qi section 304 of the Indian Penal Code ; the High Court summarily dismissed 
the appeal. In the other case, the accused was convicted ami sentenced by a 
Deputy Magistrate under section 82 (c) of the Indian Registration Act of 1908, 
but was acquitted by the Sessions Judge on appeal. The High Court set 
aside the order of acquittal and directed the Lower Appellate Court to rehear 
the appeal on its merits. In one of the remaining two cases, a registered 
Company was charged with offences under sections 50 and 74 of the Indian 
Companies Act, 1882 ; the order of acquittal passed by the Additional District 
Magistrate was set aside by the Hij^ Court and the respondent Company was 
convicted and sentenced to pay a fine. In the last case the appeal to the 
High Court was against the order of the Chief Presidency Magistrate, acquit- 
ting four persons of an offence punishable under section 21 of the Provident 
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InBurance Sr)cic‘ties Act, 1912. The High Court convicted and fined three of 
the respondentH, and allowed the order o£ acquittal in respect of the last- 
respondent to stand. 


••••Iona 

OOUFtS. 


MAglStPAtttS' 

Courts. 


II . — Apiyellate Courts auhordtnaie to the lliijh Court. 

107. There were 191 appeals ponding before the Courts of Sessions at 
the opf3ning of the year. During the year, 3,447 appeals were preferred, 3,435 
wore deciiled, and 2(Ki remain^ pending at its close. Tin; number of appeals 
preferred was 209 less than in 1913. In the appeals deoided, 5,597 persons 
were concerned. The appeals of 1,123 of these, or 20 per cent., wdre buiii> 
marily disinisssd ; 2,338 appellants, who^i appeals wore admitted, were 
altogether unsuccessful ; 893 obtained a reduction or alteration of sentence, 
and 1,173 were acquitted ; in the cases of 69 appellants, a new trial or further 
inquiry was onlerod. Tlie case of one person was referred to the High Court. 

1.08. In the Courts of Magistrates, 2^)5 appeals were pending at the 
opening of the year. During the year, 4,149 appeals were preferred, 4,136 
were decided ami 215 remained pending at its dose. The number preferred 
was more than in 1913 by 307. The number of persons wh<.>8e appeals ^were 
decided by Courts of Magistrates was 6,744. Of tfiese. the appeals df 1,§67 
wore sninmaril^' dismissed, and the sentences on 2,874, whose appeals were 
admitt('d, were confirmed, making a total of 4,141 wholly unsuccessful 
appellants, or 61*4 per cent. Of the retnaiiKb.*r, 9.55 appellants, or 14’2 per 
cent., olitained a nexliticatioii of the sentences passed on them, and l,.5.5o, or 
23 per emit., tlu'ir total annulnnmt. In the case of 92 appidlants, a now trial 
or lurtlnir inquiry was (.rdereil, and one case was referred to the High Court. 
Comparo<l with 1913, tin? n'sults wore slightly less favourable to appellants. 


SlJl>EUI.\TKNI)KXC;i, UKKKUKNCK AND HKVISIOX. 


R.f.MnoM 
und.i> Motion 
M7, OoOo of 
Orimlnol 
PMMdUM. 


undo, oootio 
974, Oodo of 
CHmInol 
PMMdUM. 


Rovlolon. 


/. — Hujh Court. 

109. Th n'o roforonces under section .307 of the Cixle of Criminal Proce- 
duri' from verdicts of juries were ponding in the High Court at the opening 
of the year, and 27 wort; inatlo during the year. Twenty-six of those 
references were docidoil during tho year and 4 remained undocidod at its 
clos(». 'riio rosidt of tho twtuity-six cases disposed of was that tho verdict of 
the jury was accepted in 7 cases, set aside in 12, and modified in 6. One 
case was remanded for retrial. - 

lit). Kighteen referenctis under section .374 of the C(xle of Criminal 
Procedure for confirmation ol death sentences woi’o made to tho High Coilrt 
during 1911, and 5 wore pending at tho opening of tho year. Sixteen were 
ilecided during the year, in which 18 persons were concerned; the death 
sentences on 5 were confirmed, and in the cases of 5, the sentence was 
comniuteil to transportation for life. In the case of one pei'son, a sentence of 
eight yocars’ rigorous imprisonment was substituted ; 5 persons were acquitted, 
and the c.ises of the remaining 2 persons wore remanded for retrial. 

111. During the j'ear, 179 cases were reported for the orders of the High 
Court by Sessions Judges and District Magistrates under section 4.38 of the 
(\>de of Criminal Procedure, and 10 wore pending at the opening of tho year. 
Of these,. 177. were decided, and H remained pending. One case abated on 
the death of the applicant. The number reported was 36 less than in 1913.. 
In 77 cases, tho orders sent up for revision were set aside, or the proceedings 
quashed, and in 22 a new trial was ordered. Sentences were reduced or 
altered in 20 cases, and enhanced in 1. In the remaining 57 cases the High 
Court declined to interfile. 

Under section 435 of tho Code of l^riminal Procedure, orders were passed 
in 1,350 cases, a decrease of 22 on the figures of the previous year. Of those, 
1,349 came before the High Court on applications made to itr and one was 
taken up of its own motion. , 

Of the applications for the issue of rules, 870 were rejected. Of 479 rules 
issued, 144 were finally discharge 1 ; 167 were made absolute in their entirety ; 
the orders complained of wore modified in 61 cases and quashed in 4 ; in 10.3 
cases a new trial was ordered. 
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In the case taken up by the Higrh Court suo motu, the accused was con- 
victed by the Lower Court of offences under sections 304 and 379 of the Indian 
Penal Code and sentenced to five years’ rigorous imprisonment under the 
former section. The High Court upheld the conviction and enhanced the 
sentence to one of ten years’ rigorous imprisonment. 

112. Seventy-one applications under section 526 of-the C<xlo of Criminal f|^|j|^*‘**** 
Procedure for the transfer of cases (62 original cases and 9 appeals) from one 

court or district to another vrere on the files ; all t»f them were disposed of. 
Twenty-nine wore summarily rejected, and in 15 cases transfers were granto<l 
without 4he issue of a rule. In 27 cases rules were issued with the result 
that transfers were granted in 11 and I’ofused in 16 cases. 

II . — Courts mhordinate to the High Court. 

113. Including accused persons who themselves applied for ^‘vision of SMaiena 
the onlers passed on them in the Courts of Magistrates, and accused ])<M‘sons *•*"•*•■ 
against whom such applications wt^re made by complainants, the cases of 

8,829 persons were decidetl on revision bj^ Courts c>f Session during the year. 

The ftumber was less than in 1913 by 62. The applications of 2.872 ])ersons 
were rejected, and as regards 2,799, the orders of the Lower Court were 
confirmed. Orders passed in the eases of 65 piwsons w(.'re n^versed ; and the 
order of th(' Lower Court was mod fied in the (jases of 14 persons. The eases 
of 262 persons wore referred to the High (Jourt, and in the cases of 2,817 
persons now trials or furtluM* irupiiries were or<lered. 

114. Tli(^ cases of 2,979 accused persons who applie«l for revision, or 
against whom applications were made by com;lainants, came b(‘fore District 
Magistrates for revision. The number \fraa less by 376 than in 1913. Of the 
total, tlie applications of 1,199 persons were rejected, and in the ease's «)f 822 
the original sentence or onler was upheld. Senti'ncos or ordiU’s affecting 
39 persons were modified, and those affecting 209 were reversed. In the 
cases of 12 persons proceedings were quashed, and in those of 625 T»ew trials 
or further inquiries were directed. The cases of 73 persons were referred to 
the High Court. 
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III . — Oemral. 

115. The cases of 41 European British subjects wore decided during tho rHaiof 
year, as against 57 in tho previous year. All of these w(jre dealt with by 
Magistrates. Of the accused persons, one claimed to b<i tried by a mixed aubjMts. 
jury.. In the cases disposed of, 20 persons wore convicted and 21 acquitted. 

'I he convictions were in 15 cases for offences under special and local laws ; 
ih 2 cases for offences affecting the human body ; in one case for an offence 
against property; in 1 case for an offence against puldic tranquillity and in 
1 case 'for doiamatioii. The number of European British subjects tried was 
again largest m Darjeeling (17). 

116. During the year under I’eview, there was an increase, as compared of 

with the previous year, in the number , of criminal cases disposed of by 
Magistrates in the mufassal. There was a very large decrease in the amount 

of work disposed of by the Stipendiary Prtisidenoy Nfagistrates ; on the other 
hand, there was a substantial increase in tho outturn of the Honorary Magis- 
trates. Magistrate:! disposed of more appellate, but less revisional, work 
during the year. In the Courts of Session there was an increase of original, 
but a decrease of both appellate and revisional work. In the High Court 
there was a slight decrease in appellate and revisional work. Forty persons 
(30 in Bakarganj and 10 in the Presidency town) were under trial for offences 
against the State. Of these, 12 were convicted, 17 were acquitted and 11 
remained under trial at the close of the year. 

117. Debiting, as usual, to the administration of criminal justice, a RaobiptMmtf 
portion of the salaries of judicial officers calculated according to the time 

which their returns show them to have devoted to it, the total charges for 
the year amounted to Rs.. 27,97,038. Of this amount. Us. 15,74,408 were for 
the salaries of judicial officers; Rs. 1,51,444 for fixed and temporary copy- 
ing establishments ; Rs. 83,647 for process-servers ; Rs. 4,28,257 for other 
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estahliHhinents ; and Rs. 5,59,282 for contingencies and refunds. The receipts 
ainonnt»?d to Rs. 17,21,720. Of this amount, Rs. 8,41,031 were under fines ; 
Rs. 1,92,063 under process-fees ; Rs. 1,83,389 under copying and Comparing 
foes ; Rs. 4,28,191 under court-fee stamp receipts other than the above ; and 
Rs. 77,046 were miscellaneous receipts. The receipts and charges were more 
than those of 1913 by over Rs. 79,000 and Rs. 39,000 respectively. 

CRIMINAL J|:STICE IN TUB SOIIEDULBI) DISTRICT OF TUB OIUTTAGONG HILL TRACTS. 

1 IiS. 'Hie numbor of cases brought to trial during 1914 in the scdieduled 
district of (Jliittagong Hill Tracts was 154. 'I'ho total number of cases 
disposed of was 138. The numbor of witnesses examined was 625. The 
total numlxT of persons under trial, including those awaiting trial from tho 
pnxtodiug year, was 366 ; of these, 199 were acquitted or discharged, and 
142 convicted. Of the cases brought to trial, 29 were for theft, 12 for 
criminal trespass and 36 for offences under special and local laws. The 
total nuird>er of appcdlauts and applications for revision was 40, of whom 27 
were wliollj' or partly successful. 


Jails. 

[Tliu iit'port un the Admiuistration of the Jail Department in the Pre.^idencv of Bengal for the year 1914* 

StatiHlics of British India, Part VI— Judicial.] 

119. The total number of prisoners in the jails of Bengal rose from 
12,098 at the beginning of 1914 to 13,000 at tho end of the year, tlio increase 
being equal to the. population of four or five district jails of average size. 
()vinerowding of the accommodation for male prisoners occurred on occasions 
in a number of the jails, and it is clear that tho question of enlarging the 
existing jails or of building new jails will have to be faced at no distant date. 
It is noteworthy that 23 per cent, of the persons imprisoned during 1914 
ha<l been previously convicted, while the proportions in the two preceding 
years were 21 and 17 per cent. The daily average number of uudortrial 
prisoners was 1,439, or 13 less than in 1913 ; the average period of detention 
was also slightly reduced. Of the convicts imprisoned, 34*5 per cent, had 
sentenc(^8 not exceeding one month. This is an improvement on 1913 when 
the proportion was 36*2. There is still room for further improvement, inas- 
much as potty sentences of imprisonment are often more deleterious than 
deterrent. 

120. Tho Central Jails have on the whole a gootl health record, but 
there was a serious recrudescence of dysentery in Midnaporo. The mortality 
during the year was 21*8 per thousand of tho daily average jail population-; 
this rate is slightly higher than in the previous year. There were no deaths 
in tho jails at Howrah and Khulna, while in Hooghly, Berhampore, Darjeeling, 
Bogru, Pabna and Gomilla tho mortality was less than 10 per mille. The 
provincial mortality rate was seriou.oly exceeded only in th'e Jessore, 
Rangpur, Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri jails all of which draw their population 
from unhealthy tracts. In the last three jails new and improved hospitals are 
being built or have been sanctioned. In Jessore the necessary remedial 
nv'asures are being taken, under Lieutenant-Colonel Buchanan’s personal 
supervision, to reduce tho excessive sickness, which is attributed, among 
other causes, to the prevalence of flies. The benefit prisoners derive from 
the regular attention paid to their health in jails, and tho value of the 
prophylactic use of quinine are shown by the fact that, though most prisoners 
have suffered from malaria previous to admission, few are attacked more 
than once whilst in jail. Fifty-six per cent, of the convicts released during 
the year had gained in weight, while only 23 per cent, had lost. 

131. The Juvenile Jail at Alipore, which was opened in 1908, continues 
to do g(X)d work, but the beneficial effects of the system are often marred 
owing to the want of an “ After-care Association,” which exists in connection 
with similar institutions in other countries, tc obtain employment for and to 
watch over the boys after their release. An undertrial ward for bays awaiting 
trial at the Calcutta Courts has been opened in the Juvenile Jail, and a 



1914-1916.] CIVIL JUSTICE. 29 

further advance in the treatment of youthful offenders has been made by the 
establishqcient in Calcutta of a House of Detention vrhich is not a prison 
and in which is included a Court for the trial of juveniles under the age of 
16 years. These children are not allowed, either during trial or after con- 
viction, to enter a jail. 

122. The part played by the Juvenile Jail in connection with the dis- 
tribution of quinine is interesting. So rapid has been the growth in public 
favour of the quinine “treatment ” in glass tubes, that more than 24 million 
four-grain tablets of quinine were issued in this form, as compared with 6 
millions* in the preceding year. In other jails the usual imlustries wore 
carried out with efficiency, the most notable features of the year being the 
closing of the Press at the Dacca Jail and the o()ening of a Forms Department 
at the Alipore Jail. 

123. Tho use of the improved physiological dietaries recommended by 
Major McCay is being extended gradually and tho numbin* of prisoners who 
voluntarily adopt the wheat rice dietary is increasing. The experinuMit has 
not, however, been carried out as yet on a sufficiently large scale to enable 
any definite conclusion to be reached. 

* 124. The question* of improving the pay and pi*ospecta of warders in 
order to attract suitable men and to retain them in the service has engaged 
the serious attention of the Government of Bengal and the^ovornment of 
India for some time past, and it is hoped that a final decision will not be 
long delayed. 


Civil Justice. 


{Report on the Adminitutration of Civil Just too in che Rresidijiicy of Bengal for the year 1 914. Statistic^ 
of British IndUf Part VI — Administrative and Judicial.] 
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125. The permanent Civil Judicial staff employed in tho Presidency during 
1914 consisted of 15 High Court Judges ; 21 District Judges ; 6 Additional 
District Judges ; a Chief Judge and 4 Judges of tho Presidency 8mal] Cause 
Court ; 3 Provincial Small Caust^ Court Judges who exercised also the powers 
of a Subordinate Judge ; 43 Subordinate Judges and 235 Munsifs. In addition, 
4 executive officers exercised tho powei’s o|! a Subordinate .iudgo or Small 
Cause Court Judge, and 2 tho powers of a Munsif. The temporary appoint- 
ments of the four Additional Judges appointed to tho High Court in 1912 in 
pursuance of section 3 of the Indian High Courts Act. 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. 5 
cap. 18), were sanctioned for a further porio»i of two years. Thus tho total 
number of Judges remained the same, ma., 19, as in the pr<)vious years. 

The following changes in the personnel of tho High Court took place 
during the ydiar : — 

Mr. Sayid Hassan Tnmm, Mr. Charles Porten Beachcroft, Mr. Edmund 
Felly Chapman, and Mr. Basanta Kumar Miillick took their seats as Additional 
Judges of the High Court, the first three on the 5th February and tho last 
on the 11th March, 1914. The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Carnduff was placet 1 on 
special duty under the Government of India from the 18th to the 30th March, 
1914, and Mr. Hugh Walmsley was appointed to act in that vacancy. 
Mr. VV^almsley again officiated as a Judge of the High Court vice tho Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Carnduff, on leave, from the 29th May to the 3rd September, 1914. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Sayid Hassan Imam who was acting as an Addi- 
tional Judge was confirmed as a Judge of tho High Court with effect from the 
15th November, 19)4, t>*c<?the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Stephen, resigned. Mr. 
William Ewart Greaves was appointed as an Additional Judge in the vacancy 
caused by the confirmation of the Hon’blo Mr. Justice Sayid Hassan Imam, 
with effect from the 23rd November, 1914. 

In addition to the permanent staff, the following temporary appointments 
in the subordinate courts were sanctioned during the year : — 

Temporary Additional District Judges were emplc^od in the following 
districts One in Bakarganj, one inFaridpur, one in Jessore, one in Midna- 
pore. one in the 24-Paigana8 and one in Hoqghly. 
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'I'lio appointment of an Additional Judge in the Presidency ^inall Cause 
(Jourt was continued. 

T(‘mporai‘y Additional iSuhordinate Judges were employed at Chittagong, 
Noukliali, liajslmhi, Burdwan and itangpur. Temporary additional Munsifs 
Were employed at iMeca-Naruyanganj, Noakhali, Balurghat, Iswarganj and 
Jamalpur, Chittagong, Serajganj, Khulna, Bhanga, North Raojan, Rampurhat, 
Comilla and Chandpur, Barisal and Malda. 

ORIGINAL JU1U.SDICT10N. 

/. — High Court. 

1 26. The number of civil suits pendin/^ on the Original Side of the High 
Court at the end of 11)13 was 1,607 including 26 pending suits received by 
i.ransfer from otln^r courts ; and the number instituted during 1914- was 
1,168, including 8 Prize cases, 26, suits received by transfer from other 
courts and 6 remanded, for retrial during the year, making a total of 3,065 
for disposal in 191i. Of the suits instituted during 1914, 928 wore for 
money or moveable property, 146 were mortgage suits, and 71 were for 
immoveable property. The value of suits for B[)6oific money claims' was 
Its. 96,66,958-4-1, as compared with Rs. 72, .66,788-1 3-2 -in the previous year. 
The number of suits decided in 1914 was 1,234, and the number left undis- 
posed of at the end of the year was 1,831. The number of suits under trial 
was 224 more than at the commencement of tlie year. There were 780 
suits pemding over one year, shoAving a decrc^ase of 60 on the figures of the 
previous y»!ar. 

Of tlu' suits decided 267 wore dismissed for default or want of pi'ose- 
cuti<in, 23 were withdrawn withJeave, 27 were determined by compromise,' 
98 weni (h'creed on confessioir, .343 were decreed ex parte^ 23 were dismissed 
ex inrte, 8 were <lisposed of by reference to arbitration, 301 were decreed 
after contest, and 144 wore dismissed after contest. 

127. (h)ns(M]uent on the outbreak of war, 8 cases wjpre brought before 
the Prize Court. Seven of these cases were against ships, viz. — 

(1) The “ Frankenfels,” 

(2) The “ I’nwtburg,” 

(3) The “ Kurmark,” 

^4) The “ Freienfels,” 

(6) The “ Rotenfels,” 

(6) The “ Pagenturin,” 

(7) The “ Perla,” 

and 1 against the cargo of the “ Rapponfels.” 

As ivgards the first 7 ships tlio Court pronounced them to have been, at 
the outliroak of the war, enemy merchant ships in the port of Calcutta, and 
as such liable to detention and requisition. This adjudication was without 
pre.judice to any further proceedings in prize in relation to the said ships, and 
all questions as to danmges and costs were reserved. 

As rc'gards the cargo of the last mentioned ship, 57 claims were filed, of 
which 56 wen^ ilisposed of and 2 remained ponding at the close of the year. 

128. At the commencement of the year, 3 suits were pending in the 
High (%)urt in its extraordinary original civil jurisdiction, and one suit was 
transferred to it during the year. All of them remained pending at the close 
of the year. 

129. During the year 420 petitions for probate and letters of administra- 
tion, and 8,364 interlocutory applications (including applications for the 
appointment of guardians under the Guardians and Wards Act, 1890, for the 
appointment of .guardians ad liteniy for the appointment of receivers, for 
injunctions, for discovery of documents, for execution, etc.) were disposed of. 
Of the interlocutory applications, those for the appointment of guardiaiis 
ad litem, for the discovery of documents, for special leave to file written 
statements ufter time, for summonses as to chamber applications, and for 
summonses to witnesses, were disposed of by. the Registrar .and the Master. 
The number of such applications was 3,177. . The remaining applications 
(5,177) were disposed of by the Court or a Judge in chambers. 



1814.1916.] 


Cnrili J08TICE. 


MHmianliM. 



CoiimyaiiMa 


tlia oHgiaai 
JuHaaiotlon. 


ItafaMnoas 
from tho 
Coleutto amoll 
OouM Court. 
Tronoforo from 
tho Ooloutto 
small Cauoo 
Court. 


ISO. The number of references to take acc .>unts, to make inquiries as to 
estates to^be administered or partitioned, as to debts and incumbrances, as to 
allowances to be made for maintenance, on questions of title, on questions 
afTectini; minors in proposed terms of settlement, to settle conveyances, etc., 
pending at the commencement of tho year, was 217. Fresh references were, 
directed by the Court hr 360 oases. Of the total number of references, 396 
were disposed of by the Registrar, the Official Referee and Master and their 
assistants. 

131. During tho year, the Registrar settled 26 conveyances and inquired 

into the isufficionoy of sureties in 81 cases. The Registrar further inquired 
into the sufficiency of sureties in 132 matters in which administration bonds 
were executed. *' 

132. 'I'ho number of appeals from the original to the appellate side of the 
court pending at the commencement of 1914 was 93, and 92 new appeals were 
preferred. Of these appeals, 3 were dismissed for default and 104 were 
decided ; tho decrees of the court of first instance were affirmed in 65 casos, 
modified in 11 and reversed in 22. Six oases were remanded for retrial. 
Seventy-eight ap;>eals remained undecided at the close of the year, none of 
whibH had been pending for inore than two years. 

133. At the commenoem'bnt of the year four references wore pending, 
and one was made during the year under review. All of them remained 
undecided at tho close of the year. 

134. Fifteen oases transferred from the Calcutta Court of Small Causes 
under section 39 of the Presidency Small Cause Conrt Act, 1882, wore pending 
at the commencement of the year, and during the year 17 applications under 
that section wore made to the High Court hn' transfer to that court. All tlie 
applications were granted. Of the 32 cases for disposal, 3 were decnMnl, 

2 were dismissed, 2 were withdrawn and 2 were settled. The remaining 23 
casos were pending at tho close of the year. Twenty-two applications under 
section 115 of the Code of Civil Procedure for tho calling up of records from 
the Calcutta Court of Small (3auses were pending at the coinmencomont of 
the year, and 22 such applications were made to the High Court during tln^ 
year. 01 these. 10 applications were refused, in 14 cases the rules issued 
wore discharged, and in 4 casos the rules issued wore made absolute, and 2 
casos wore referred to arbitration. Fourteen cases wore pending at the close 
of the year. 

135. Tho number of cases, under tho old and new Acts, ponding in the 
Insolvency Court at the commencement of the year was 188 and 678, I’espec" 
tively, and tho number instituted during the year was 296. Of the 1,162 cases 
for dispo.-ial, 28 1 were disposed of, the adjudication being sot aside or super- 
seded or the p >titi()u being withdrawn or dismissed, in 185 cases, and the 
insolvents obtaining relief in 99. There were also disposed of during tho 
year 1,135 applications of a miscellaneous ehari^cter. 

136f For tho hearing of original suits and applications one Judge sat 
alone for 25 days, tw > Judges sat separately and simiiitaneoiisly for 83 daj's, 
and three Judges sat separately and simultaneously for 100 days. The Insol- 
vency Court engaged the time of one Judge for 29 days. Appeals from the 
original side occupied a Bench of two Judges for 89 days. Prize cases ix;ou- 
piod the time of the Hon’ble the Chief Justice for 11 days. 

137. Eight appeals from the original side were pending from the previous 
year, and 4 were admitted during the year. Four of these appeals wore dis- 
posed of during the year. 

138. The receipts and expenditure of the Higli Court on the original side 
during 1914 were Rs. 0,25,549-11-4 and Rs. 4,62,763-7-3 respectively. 

139. The nnml>er of bills between party and party taxed during the year 
was 946 and of bills between attorney and client 506. 

The court-fees fdr taxation daring the year amounted to Rs. 23,137-8. 

This sum is also included in the item “ other fees realised by means of 
stamps.” 

11. — Civil Courts in the m/^okteal std>ordinate to the High Court. ■ 

140. ^ The number of saits inatittited in 1214 was 682,224, a decrease, of oi^nai suits 
32,328 on t^e'-figitjhss df the previods year. The decrease oconrred in money, 
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rent and title suits to the extent of 67» 4'3 and 2*5 )>er cent., respectively. 
The number of luon^ suits insUtuted. was 249,064 against 267,138 in 1913. 

* The total value of suits instituted' in' 1914 amcmnted to Rs. 8,78,89y^2rHhow> 
ing an increase of over Rs. l,32,(X),0^ over the total for 1913. The increase 
is due to the fact that four title suits of the aggregate value of over a crore 
were instituted in Burdwan during the year. , • . . 

LMsi 141. There was a decrease in the number of suits instituted in 1914 in 

siatHsiftton. ^11 ^|j0 (ligtricts with the exception of HoQghly and Midnapore. The decrease 
was mr>st marked in Dacca, Tippera, Myinensingh and Rangpnr. ^ In the first 
three districts it occurred chiefly in money suits ; in Rangpur , it was con' 
spicuous in rent suits. The largest number of suits was instituted in the 
district of Myinensingh (55,451), where the'number of money and title suits 
(29,338 and 8,057, respectively) was the heaviest in the Province. In no 
other district did the institutions reach 50,000. In Bakarganj, the 
24-Parganas and Dacca institutions wore between 40,000 and 50,000. Rent 
suits were most numerous in Bakarganj (30,725). The second' p|lace in 
respect of the institution of rent suits is occupied by Midnapore (20,882). 
Institutions were between 30,000. and 40,000 in the districts of Tippera, 
Midnapore and Faridpur, and between 20,000 and 30,000 in Rang|.ur, Jessore, 
Chittagong, Hoogldy, Dinajpur, Noakhali, M.urahidabad, Nadia and Pabna- 
Bogra. In Khulna, Rajshahi and Burdwan the institutions were i>etween 
15,000 and 20,000. Hankura with 11,634 and Birbhiim with 11,522 show the 
lowest figures. 

NatuMofauita 142. The majority of suits instituted were as usual, for small sums, as 

iiwtitMtas. ^|j,j following figures show ; — 




SuiiH for money 
and moveables. 

Suit8 under the i 
rent law. | 

Title and other 

HUitH. 


i 

Rs. 

10 

15,368 

70,581 

4,iai 


.50 

108,966 

134,454 

19,064 

Not exceeding ...•' 

1 

100 

.58,369 

39,845 

10,995 


.500 

61,234 

27,157 

24,029 

Exceeding Rh. .500, or value not 

5.127 

2,078 

8,623 

statiHl. 



. Total 

249,064 

274,115 

66,815 

• 


In suits for money or moveables 49*9 per cent., and in rent suits 74*7 
per cent., were for sums^ of^ less than Rs. 50. In suits under the rent law 
98*9 per cent, were for realisation of arrears of rent. Of the suits classified 
as title suits, 32*9 per cent, were mortgage suits, 47*1 per cent, were for 
immoveable property, and 9 per cent, were for specific relief. The suits 
which come under this head represent in value more than half of the total 
litigation of the province. All. the 19 suits instituted during the year, which 
were valued at over a lakh, we^e- title suite. 

NumiMr 143. In addition to ,lh^ '589,994 suits instituted during the year and 

the 167,522 suits^ pending trial fr(nn the^ previous year, 11,788 suite were 
revived, or received on remand or review, making a total for disposal oi 
769, .304. The number of suits dispos^ of was 600,444, a decrease of 28,939 
on the figures of 1913. Of the total disposed of, 666,508 were disposed of by 
Munsifs, 17,614 by Subordinate Judges, 16,863 by Small Cause Court Judges, 
and 559 by District and Additional Judges. The fignrus 9ihow a decrease 
bf^ disposals in the courts of Munsifo, Small Cause Court Judges and 
District and Additional Judges. In the suits di9posed'<b£ /during the year 
plaintiffs were unsuccessful in 129,301 oases or 21*6;^% cent., of which 
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96,818 were dismissed for default; in 74,186 cases, or 18*4 per cent., a 
ecMupromise was effected ; and plaintiffs were successful in 897,008 cases 
or 66*1 per ce it, The ifesults show little variation from those of the preced- 
ing year. Of the 110,618 suits decided on contest, 93,641, or 84*6 per cent, 
resulted in favour of plaintiffs, and 16,978, or 16*4 per cent., in favour of 
defendants. ^ 

144. The percentage of appliqations for retrial to the number of oases 
which .were dismissed for,.default, or in which decrees were made ex parte^ 
was 6*6,'the numbers'being 41, '710 and * 898,764, respectively. The ' applica- 
tions were sucodssful in as many as 10,444 cases, or 48*1 per cent. 

146. The number of suits disposed of by Munsifs fell from 594,664 to 
666,508, a decrease of 89,046. The average number of suits disposed of 
by each Mnnsif was 8,898 against 8,416 in 1918. Disposals under the 
Small Cause Court prorodure formed 88*7 per cent, of the total. The 
number of. contested suits disposed of by Munsifs was 108,111, or 18*8 
per cent, of the total. The average number of contested suits decided 
by each Munsif was 419 against 438 in 1918. In suits under the ordinary 
procedure disposed of by Munsifs, the percentage of those contested was 
19,* atid in suits under the Small Cause Court procedure, 16*1. The number 
of oases decided by Munsif lif under the ordinary procedure shows a decrease 
of 14,676 as compared with 1913. 

146. The number of original suits disposed of by Subordinate Judges 
was 17,514, an increase of 763 on the figures of the previous year. The 
increase was in oases decided both under the ordinary procedure and in the 
exercise of Small Cause Court powers, and was spread over both contested 
and uncontested suits. The number of suits decided under the ordinary 
procedure was 4,508 and under the Small Cause Court procedure 13,006 ; 
of these, .87*1 per cent, and^ 80*6 per cent., respectively, were contested. 
The percentage of suits decided after contest both under the ordinary and 
the Small Cause Court procedures shows a slight decrease, as compared 
with the previous year. The provincial Small Cause Courts disposed of 
16,868 original suits, of which 2,936 wore contested. The latter shows a 
decrease of 527 as compared with the previous year. 

147. The average duration of suits (contested and uncontostod) decided 
by the several grades of courts is given in the following statement : — 
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District 

Subordinate 
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Jiidgen. 

Judges. 

Court Judges. 



Days. 

Days. 

Days. 

Days. 

Under oi'di«ary' 

(Contested 

226 

465. 

225 

• • • 

procedure. ' 

[ Uncoutested 

182 

263 

• 122 

• • • 

Under Small i 

Contested 

• • • 

89 

- ' 108 

100 

Cause Court -1 
procedure. 1 

. Uncontested 

• 90 

59 

61 
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Except in uncontested suits decided by District Judges and in uncon- 
tested small causes decided by Subordinate Jufiges, the. results show no 
improvement, as compared with the previous year. 

148. The number of suits pending at the close of the' year was 168,962 ^boding euitb. 
against 167,523, in the previous year. The rise ih the pending file is chiefly 
due to smaller disposals during the year. Of the pending oases, 6,186 had 
been pending for more thgn a year, 69,760 for more than six m<niths, and 
35,881 for more than three months. The figures show a oonsiderable inorease 
in the number suits pendm|( over one year and six mcmths but a sensible 
reduction in the number ponding for more than three months. Of the suits 
pending over one yeat, 4,980 were in the courts of Munsifs and 1,256 in the 
courts, of District aud Subh^nate Judges, the figures showing ah inorease of 
1,388 and |6|3, ^ ^p^tiyuly/ as' oi^pared with ldl3. Hie number of suits 
pending over a year hraa digest in . Mymenstngh (768) } Nadia (667); the , 
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24>Pargana8 (601);. Hakari^nj (563); Chittagong (444); and Paboa-Bo^ra 
^423). The number of yearnild euits in each of these districts shows im 
increase as compar^ with the previous year, the congestion being chiefly in 
the courts of Munsifs. As usual, the delays were generally due to adjourn* 
ments granted at the request of the paities, Additionsl assistance was given 
to tiiose districts where the files appeared to be too heavy for the normal 
staff!* 

1 49. There wore 94,305 a'^plications f(w e^eqation of decrees pending from 
the previous year, and 399,711 applications were made during the year. 
Uealisation was complete in 116,261 cases and partial in 70,548. In *208,437 
cases proceedings wore returned as infruOtuons, and 89,66’) remained pending 
at the close of the year. Execution proceedings were markedly unsuccessful 
in Tippers, Nadia, and Faridpor, the percentages of totally infructuous pro* 
coedings being 65‘1, 63*9 and 59'6, respectively. The results show a per* 
ceptible increase in the cases of Nadia and Faridpur. The total amount 
realis^ in courts other than Small Cause Courts was Rs. 1,61,15,974. Debtors 
were imprisoned in 131 cases ; moveable property was sold in 8,126 and iin> 
moveable property in 50,167 cases. 

150 The number of miscellaneous oases of a judicial nature instituted 
ruse from 70,032 to 70,836. The number disposed of and pending also rose 
fruin 69,819 and 17,858 to 71,190 and 17,949, respectively. Of the cases 
disiy)Bed of, 30,897 were withdrawn, compromised or confessed ; 23.58!) were 
decided parto ; and 16,704 were contested. Of the total number of applica* 
tiuns disposed of after contest, 51*6 per cent, were granted. Of the pending 
cases, 155 had been pending more than a year, of which the la'‘ge8t 
nuiiiber was in Hooghly (27). The miscellaneous cases of a non*judicial nature 
instituted were 11,951 in number, showing a decrease of 671. Of these, over 
Uireo-fourths were applications for the deposit of rent. Disposals numbered 
12.526. and the finding file fell from 1,341 to 766. The number of applica* 
tions for the deposit of rent was again highest in the 24-Parganas (1,473) 
followed by Rajshahi (1,443) and Honghly (1,040). . 


///. — Calcutta Small Cauae Court. 

151. The number of suits instituted and decided in the Presidency Court 
of Small Causes during 1914, and the number pending at its close, were 
25,469, 26,211 and 3,447, respectively. The figures show an increase of 
.3,120, 2,669 and 638, respectively, as compared with the previous year. 
Fifty-nine applications were filed under section 626 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act (Bengal Act III of 1899). The increase in institutions was spread ovei 
all classes of suits. The total value of the litigation was Ks. 51,72,178, as 
against Rs. 44,03,527 in the preceding year. The average duration of contes- 
ted and unoontested suits was 53*9 and 37 days, respectively. ^ The figures 
for 191.3 were 55*9 and 35*7, respectively. 

152. Of tho'26,211 suits disposed of, 1,712 were dismissed for default or 

Cumproniisvd ... ... 6,779 Want of prosccutioQ, or Were withdrawn with leave, 

« 818 were decided without contest in the 

' 7 e manner shown in the margin, 4,835 were decided 
after contest or upon reference to arbitration, and 
in 6 the plaint was either rejected or returned. 


Decreed on eonfemoii 
l>ecreed er/>ar<e 
DimiiiMiHl tJt part* 


Total ... 19,668 
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Court. 

15.3. Ninety-two appeals under section 15 of the Letters Patent were 
filed during the year, and 93 were pending at its ctnnmeucemenh Of the 
total, 107 were decided and 78 remained pending at the close of the year. 
The number of appeals disposed of was 68 mmre than in 1918. Of the number 
undecided, none were pending for more than two ydaxs. One hundred and 
nineteen third appeals were filed during^ the year, und 1.40 were pending at 
its commencement. Of these, 88 weye decided, and. lTl .reiuuined pending at 
the close of the year. ^ ' 
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154. 


The statemeat in the margin shews the number of first an<i second 

appeals from tite decrees and 
orders of the provincial courts as 
courts of original and appellate 
jurisdiction, respectively, which 
came before the High Court and 
were decide! during the year. 
The figures include appeals from 
the courts of the provinces of 
Bihar and Orissa and of Assam. 
The institutions of first appeals 
from decrees and orders were, 
respectively, 44 and 28 more than 
in 1913. The number of second 
appeals from decrees and onlcrs 
was less^ by 429 and 9, respective^ 

• • • ly, than in the preceJing year. 

155. At the close of the year, 2,312 first appeals were pending, of which 
1,583 were from decrees and 729 from orders ; and 7,544 second appeals, of 
which 7,254 were from decrees. The total is less than the number poitding 
at the close of 1913 by 1,060. 
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156. Of the 6374ippeal8 from^ original decrees decided, 115 were uiicontest- RMuit or 
ed, being dismissed on default, withdrawn or compromiBed. The result of the 
appeals decided after contest was that the decrees of the Lower Courts wore 
confirmed in 344 cases, reversed in 94, and varied in 40, while 44 cases were 
remanded. Of the 4,925 appeals from appellate decrees decided, 149 were 
uncontested and 1,987 were dealt with under Order XLI, rule 11, of the Civil 
Procedure Code. Two thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine were heard 
and determined, with the result that 1,904 decrees of the Lower Courts were 
affirmed, 353 reversed and 106 varied, while 426 cases were remanded. Of 
the 616 appeals from orders decided, 83 were uncontested, 121 were dealt 
with under Order XLI, rule 11, of the Civil Procedure Code, and 412 were 
decided after trial with the result that 274 orders of the Lower Courts were 
affirmed, 85 reversed and 19 varied, 34 cases being remanded. The following 
table shows the results of appeals decided by the High Court as affecting 
District Judges and Subordinate Judges : — 
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157. At the opening of the year 75 appeals to the Privy Council were AMiMiMtotiM 
under preparation for despatch to England, and 34 were pending for orders. 

Two hundred and twenty*4hree new appeals were fil^ during the year. Of 
the total for disposal, 38 were struck <m or compromised, 21 were despatched 
to England, and 273 appeals were pending at the close of the year — 2 of 1911, 

14 of 1912, 46 c£ 1913 and *211 of 1914. Of the pending appeals, 87 were 
under preparation for despatch to En^and at the close of the year. 

158. The resulta it 3.3 impeala to the Privy Council were received during iiMunser 
the year. The diseiaioiia the Bijp^ Court were afiirmed in 7 instances and SSnMOoSMHT 
reversed in as <i&any ;pB3.appeal was remanded. 
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Ill, — Appellate Court* aubordinate to the High Court, 

169. Eighteen thoneand three hundred and thirteen appeals were insti* 
tuied in 1914, an increase, as compared mth the previous year, of 1,286. 
The number of appeals instituted rose in spite of a large falling ofi in the 
numlier of suits disposed of by the subordinate courts. Of the appeals insti- 
tuted, 8,078 were in title suits, 7,952 in rent suits, and 2,283 in suits 
for money or moveables. The numbers show an increase in the institution 
of appeals of all classes. The number of appeals valued at sums below 
Rs. 10 and between Us. 10 and^ Us. 50 was 2,090 and 5,967, respectively. 
The total value of the appeals instituted in the subordinate courts was 
Rs. 32,37,169, being more than the total of ^913 by over, four lacs of rupees. 
The number of cases in which an appeal lay,^ decided by subordinate courts, 
was 71,381, and the proportion of appeals instituted to appealable decisions, 
excluding appeals from decisions of revenue ofticers, was 24*2 per cent., as 
against 22*2 in 1913. The highest percentages were 34*8 in Hooghly, 34*5 in 
Chittagong, 30*5 in Khulna and in Dacca, and ,30*2 in Tippera ; and the 
lowest were in Dinajpur (12*4), Murshidabad (13*2) and llangpur (15*2). 
The number of appeals instituted was larger than in the previous year*iit 12 
districts and smaller in 9. The largest increases were in Faridpur (521), 
Hooghly (224), Jessore (211), Dinajpur (201), the 24-Pargana8 (155), Kajshahi 
(^143), Chittagong (136), and Hurd wan (109); while there was a noticeable 
decrease in Noakhali (289). In the remaining districts the variations wore 
less than 100. 

160. The number of appeals decided (17,366) was more by 1,916 than in 
1913. In the courts of District and Additional Judges disposals increased 
by 163 and in those of Subordinate .Judges by 1,753. The number of appeals 
disposed of after contest (14,380) was 1,604 more than in 1913. The increase 
in disposals was spread over 15 districts and was greatest in' Chittagong (526) 
and Pabna-Bogra (319). The increase in Chittagong was partly due to 'the 
greater measure of temporary assistance given daring the year, and partly 
to the District and Additional Judges being able to devote more time to civil 
work. Ill Pabna-Bogra the increase was chiefly due to appeals in rent suits. 
There were no'.iceahle decreases, on the other hand in Noakhali (329) and 
the 24-Parganas (266). The falling off in disposals in Noakhali is due to 
the fact that a large number of analogous appeals was decided in that district 
in the previous year. In the 24-Par^ana8 the result appears to be accounted 
for partly bj' the fact that the Subordinate Judges devoted a greater propor- 
tion of their time to original work, while the District Judge and the Addi- 
tional Judges were able to devote less time to civil work than in the previous 
year. The explanations given, where' there has been a decline in disposals, 
have been considered by the High Court in reviewing the district reports. 

161. There were 16,834 ai^eals pending at the close of *the year, the 
number being 1,658 more than at the end of 1913. The number of appeals 
pending for more than one year increased from 1,401 to 2,225. The number 
was largest in Midnapore (630) where assistance has been given to the staff. 

162. The result on the decision of the lower courts of the appeals 
decided during the year was as follows : — In 9,476 cases, or 54*6 per cent, 
of the whole, the judgment of the lower court was affirmed ; in 1,860 cases, 
or 10*7 per cent., it was modified ; and in 2,725, or 16*7 per cent., it was 
reversed. Eight hundred and eighty>three appeals, or 5*1 per cent., were 
remanded, and 2,422 or 13*9 per-cent., were either not prosecuted or 
dismissed for default. The results are, on the whole, less fovourable to the 
lower courts than those of the preceding year. 

163. There was a large decrease in the original work coming before the 

subordinate courts, but as a result of diminished outturn, chi^y in the courts 
of Munsifo, the landing file increased. There was an appreoiaUe increase in 
the appellate disposals, but the pending file became heavier owing to 
a rise in institutions. The number of year-old suits and'iqiiteUlB was greater 
than in the previous year. On the Ampellate Side of tho Hifl^ Court, the 
institutions were less than in 1913 ; ana inoreascid:4laifo8^ to a substan- 
tial reduction in the pendingjfile. ./i 
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164. ^ The courts of 15 Subordinate and Small Cause Court Judges and 
109 Munsife were inspected by District and Additi^al district Judges. 

165. The receipts of ' the civil , courts amounted to Bs. 1,80,84,157, an 

increase of Rs. 1,69,292 on those of the previous 
^ear, and tiie charges to Rs. 60,51,629, an 
increase of Rs. 1,16,228 on those of 1918. Inclu- 
sive of the amount realised on account of duty* 
on probates, etc., there was a profit to the Govern- 
ment from civil litigation of Ra 69,82,528 or 
Rs. 53,069 more than in 1913, and exclusive of the 

item referred to, the surplus amounted to Re. 61,75,447. 

# 

CIVIL JlTiPriCfi IN THE SOHEOULEI) DISTKICT OF THE OIIITTAOONG HILL TRACTS. 


In the Higli Court 
In other courts 


Be. 

6,I5,684(«) 

2,91,447(0) 


*8,07,081 

(a) Ttw Sgures sre for the finnn. 
oisi year 1914.16. 


166. The total number of suits instituted during 1914 in the civil courts 
ill the scheduled district of the Chittagong Hill Tracts was 596. The suits 
were for money or moveable property. The total number of civil suits for 
disposal was 690. Of these suits, 65 were contested and 191 were diaposod 
of without trial. The number pending at the close of the year waS 89, the 
number of miscellaneous oaSes was f506. Of these 1,131 were decreed ex 
parte^ and 221 wore pending at the close of the y^r. The total number of 
appeals from decrees was 42, and the number disposed of 32. Four mis- 
cellaneous appeals were preferred, and all werf) disposed of. One thousand 
one hundreii and soveiity-nine applications were made for execution of 
decrees, of which 375 were pending at the close of the year. 


Registration. 

[SUtiiitical ReturiiH of the Regintratiou nepurtiueiit iu the PreAiilcnoy of Beiij^l fur the year 1914. 

Statiatica of Britiah India, Part II — Comincroial Part VI— Adininiatrative and JudiciaL] 

167. Eight offices were opened during the year, 1 at llaroa in the 
district of the 24-Pargana8, 2 offices in the district of Dacca, viz., Seraj- 
dliikhan and Teota, L joint office at Myinensingh, 1 at Rabuganj in the 
district* of Bakarganj, 1 at Atrai in the district of Rajsliahi, and 
2 in the district of Bogra, viz., a joint office at Bqgra and an office at 
Khetlal. The office of the Joint Sub-Registrar of Calcutta at Bara bazar 
and the second joint office at Jamalpur in the district of MymonHingh 
were abolished with effect from the 1st April 1914 and 16th May 1914, 
respectively. Two temporary joint offices, 1 at Kishoreganj and the other 
at Nandail in Mymensingh, were (^ned during the yea,r to relieve pressure 
of registration and were abolished when such pressure disappeared. The 
total number of registration in books 1, 3 and 4 decreased from 1,558,370 in 
1913 to 1,52S,613 iu 1914, that is, by 2*1 per ednt. in the Burdwan Division. 
Except in Birbhum the total number of registrations increased. The 
increases in registrations in Burdwan, Hooghly, Baukura, Hom’ah and 
Midnapore by 2*1 per cent., 4*7'per cent., 6*1 per cent., 12*9 per cent, ^nd 4*7 
per cent., respectively, are due to the serious flood which visited porticnis of 
these districts in August 1913. Registrations declined in the 24-Pargana8 
and Jessore districts b3r 3'7 per cent, and 9*2 per cent., respectively. In the 
Dacca Division registrations decreased largely in Dacca and Faridpur, namely, 
by 13*4 per cent, and 22*9 per cent., respectively. In Faridpur mortgages 
decreased by 24*3 per cent., perpetual leases by 18*8 per cent., term leases 
by 25*5 per cent, and bonds by 12*3 per cent. It is surmised that this is due 
to the general dislc^tion of trade by the war. In Mymensingh, the most 
important registratiem district, the falling off was only slight (’3 per cent.). 
Bakarganj on the other hand closed the year with an increase of 4*5 per cenL 
In the Chittagong Divisiim regissrations increased on the whole by 5*2 per 
cent, in Chittag^g and by^ 7*6 per cent, in Noakhali, but there 'was a 
decrease of 8*7 per cent, in Tippera. Owing to failure of crops in Chittagong 
there was an increase <4 8*5 per cent, in morfgages and an increase of 10*1 
per cent, in inoney bonds. I%Koakhidi the increase (8*4 per cent.) in mort- 
gages is attributed partly to the fact that peopla.mortgaged occupancy rights 
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an the Civil Courts ciul not ruco^pniso tlie sale of such rights. Except in 
ilogra, registrnlionK (hicreasoU in all other districts of the Rajshahi Division. 
Compulsory registrations affecting inimoveablo property decreased from 
in 11)13 to 1,298,828 in 1914 as a consequence of the war. 

168. The nurnixo’ of marriages registered during the year 1914>15 under 
the Act was .36 against 35 in the previous year. Of these 28 were regis* 
tered in Calcutta. 2 in Dacca, 2 in Mymensingh, and 1 each in Hooghly, 
24-Pargaims, (Miittagong and Howrah Out of 48 iiiarriage Registrars, 
including ejr-officio Rt‘gistrars under the Act, only 9 marriage Registrars 
and oni^ ex-officin marriage Registrar registered marriages during tiie year. 
The ages of the hritlegrooms ranged from 21 to 40 and those of the brides 
from 15 to 42. Thnm widows, whose %ges ranged from 19 to 42, wore 
!’<• married 
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169. As in the prccrtding j'c ir, Bengal Act I of 1876 (an Act for the 
Voluntary Registration of Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces) was in force 
in 26 districts in this IVoviiico. There were 275 registration offices at the 
end of the year 1914-15 ag<ainst 271 in the previous year. Throe offices were 
abolished during the year, 2 in the town of Calcutta and 1 in the district 
of Bunkum. Seven new offices were sanctioned, 2*in each of the disfrrcts 
of Dacca, Bakarganj, and Mymensingh and 1 in the district of Noakhali. 
There were registrations in 264 offices and no work was done in the remain- 
ing 11 offices, 'i’he fotal number of ceremonies regi.stered decreased by 
9'4 per cent, as compared with the previous year, tiit« figuri'S being 61,423 
and 67,79.’i respectively. The decrease mainly occurred in the Dacca I)ivision. 
'I'he total receipts of the Muhammadan Registrars and Kazis, including 
gratultie.^ amounted to Rs. 1,21,2.50 against Rs. 1.36, .581 in the previous year, 
showing a decrease of 11*2 per cent. 

17<). The Indian Companies Act, 1913 (VII of 1913), was in full operation 
throughimt the year. From the 1st April 1914, the dati' on wdiich tiu* new 
Act e.une into fona*, a separate w'hole-timo officer was appointed to perform 
the duties of Registrar under this Act as well ns under the Provident 
Insurance Societies Act, 1912, and the Indian Life Assurance Companies 
Act, 1912. 


A gocwl <leal of ignorance and hostility towards the new Act (VII of 
191.3) was at first displayed by the directors ami officials of certain Nindian 
companies who ha<l neglected to .acquaint themselves with their duties under 
tin* new (^)mpany law and therefore failed to realise* their proper ri’spon- 
siliilitii'S. Persisfi'iit c*fforts were made throughout the year to compel 
fhe.se companies to file their diK^uments regularly, and no less than 120 
pros(>eutions had to he instituted for the purpose. These meaaur<*s effected 
somi* improvement and tin' majority of the Companies subsequently ccanplicd 
with tin* requirc'inonts of the law. The provisions of section 277 of the Act 
regarding the registration of companies incorporated outside British India 
were nu)n* readily complied with by the commorcinl community in Bengal. 

Twenty-eight certificates wore granted by (Toveiaiment during the year 
(*ntitling the holders to act as auditors of companies under Act VII of 1913. 
'rin* number of companies registered during the year was 73 as against 165 in 
the preceding year, the decrease being chiefly due to the abnormal conditions 
created l>y tlie war. Of these companies tin* registration of 1 was cancelled 
and of the rest 57 were limited l»y shares, 4 were limited by guarantee and 
11 were registoreil under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. Sixty-six 
companii's limited by shari's and 1 company limited by guarantee ceased 
to work or went into liquidation or were finally dissolved during the year. 
Two hundred ami sixty two companies increased and only 5 reduced their 
capital during 1914-15. The number of companies limited by shares working 
at the close of the year was 970 with an aia^egate paid-up capital *of 
Rs. 30,57,57,779 and a nominal capital of Rs. 93,89,22,000 compared with 973 
companies in the preceding year with a capital of Rs. 28,51,34,118 and a 
nominal capital of Rs. 93,89,62,900. ^ The total amount of fees realised during 
the year was Rs. 34,920-14 as against Rs. 37,663 in the year 1913-14, the 
decrease being due to the smaller number of registrations 'in 1914-15, than in 
the preceding year. 
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171? Kulos were publUhed by Government in the year under report 
under section 24 of the Provident Insurance Societies Act. 1912 (Act V of 
1912). The Provident funds established by Government, local bodies and 
private employers for the benefit of their employes were exempted from the 
•operation of the Act. The Societies were very dilatory in forwanling their 
rules for registration, only 2.5 being registered within the six months laid 
down by the rules. Consequently 10.H were prohibiteil from carrying on 
business. This produced an imme«liate result and 5.5 have since registered 
their rules. 


Municipal Department and Local Self-Qovernment. 

MUNICIPALITIES OUTSIDE CALCUTTA. 

{UeporU from the Couual^Hiuuera of DivUiotis on tlio working of tho iiiiiiacipaUtipH in the Bengal 
Presifleiicy (except Calcutta) during the year StatiHticM of BritiMli India, Ehirt VIII — 

Local Fuiidr.] 

172. Tho iiuiubor of tlio inunicipalitios in the Province reinainod un- 
ebanged, viz.. 111. Proposals wore submitted to Government for tho modi- 
fication of tlie boundaries of tho Nadia and Madaripur Municipalities, and tli(‘ 
question of dividing South Barrackpore and Serampore into two municipalities 
each and ulteratious in the boundaries of Ilaiigpiir and Darjeeling wen; under 
consideration. Tho boundaries of the Berhamporo MiiiiieipaHty wore revised, 
increasing its ai'oa. 

17.3. General elections were bold during the year in 21 munieipnlities. 
The majority of these elections W(‘re well c<mtested. Party fe«'ling in excess 
led to instances of sharp practice in one municipality, and there was litigation 
in connection with the gemu’al elections of Barisal and Nator. 

174. The total number of iiHiotings held fell fi’om 2,174 to 2.159, of 
which 151 as against 134 last year failed for want of a quorum. Five muni- 
cipalities failed to hold at least one meeting a month. 

175. The increase in tho number of rate-payors from 314..562 to 318,099 
was shared by all divisions except llajshabi. Discovery of an (‘xcess in the 
number of rate-payers shown for Dai’jeeliiig in last year’s i-ojtort accounts for 
a slight decrease in tho figures of this division. The numlx'r of rato-payoi's 
in the Burdwan Municipality rose again by 1, I40 with tho construction of new 
huts in place of those washed away last year by tho floods. The percentage 
of rate-prayei’s to population for all municipalities averaged 16*08, ranging 
from 34*9 in Kalna to 3*6 in Titagarli. 

176. In two wards of the South Dum-Dum Municipality a tax on persons 

was re] laced by a tax on lioldings. Otherwise tlx* rates jm holdings and 
poi’sons wei'e*lovied as befoi’o. Latrine-fees wore hwied in 93 municipalities, 
a water-rate in 19, and a lighting rate in Darjeeling and in three munici- 
palities adjoining Calcutta. The only change in respect of these rates was 
the introduction of a water-rate in Jossoro and Iloo^bly-Ohinsura. The 
average incidence of taxation per head of population rose from lls. 2-1-1 to 
Rs. 2-6-10. It varied from 5 annas 8 pies in Bajitpur to Rs. 8-10-1 in 
Darjeeling. The Presidenej’’ Division as before showed the lowest average 
<Rs. 1-13-7). ... 

177. General or partial revision of assessment took place in 41 muni- 

inconsiderable 
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Imposition of a wator-rate for thi* first time lo’ouffht in a sura of Rs. 17,()59 
in lRx)!|^lily-('iiinHura and Ks. 10.220 in .Jessore. Assessment of new and 
improved holdings caused an increase of over Ks. 2,000 in Maniktala and 
Tita^arh, and approximately Ks 1,500 in Jalpaiguri. 

17iS. Tlie total collections rose from Rs. .SO, 83, 558 to Rs. 42,20,568. To 
this increase the Presidency Divisi^m contributed, in round figures, Rs. 1,20,000, 
and the Hurd wan Division Rs. 70,000, while all divisions of Eastern Hengal 
shar(‘d in the balance. The |)crcentage of total collections on current demand 
rcjse from 94*15 to 96*03. The highest divisional percentage is that of the 
Pr(*Hi<lency Division, which rose from 91*4 to 97*8. Eighteen municipalities in 
all succe(;ded in making collections ecjual to or in excess of the demand. 
Sixteen municipalities in the Hiirdwan, Presidency and Dacca Divisions had 
outstanding balances of less than Rs. 100, including six with no balance, 
remission in all cases being kept down to a minimum. Among these the 
small municipalities of Nalchiti and Garulia show neither oi>ening arrears, 
outstanding balance, nor remissions. 

The total remissions fell from Rs. 1,58,861 to Rs. 1,56,742, and their 
percentage on current demand from 3*7 to 3*5. Seven municipalities in the 
Presidmiey and Hurdwan Divisions remitted over TO per cent, on cufrent 
demand, notal)ly Hankura with a percentage of 17*7 on a demand of Rs. 20,177, 
and Taki with a percentage of 14*8 fm a demand of Rs. 3,600. 

'I’lie outstanding balances rose from Rs. 3,16,741 to Rs. 3,35,821. 
Twenty-two municipalities had outstanding balances of over Rs. 5,000 as 
against 14 last year. 

179. The total reeei|tts of tim municipalities, including opening balances, 
rose from Rs. 88,64, 6 )2 to Rs. 5)3,64,836. Of this increase, however, only 
Rs. 54,539 was umhir htnids of actual income. There was an increase of 
Rs. 3,07,260 in loans from Government, Rs. 1,18,259 in sale of Government 
securities ami withdrawals from Savings Hank, and Rs. 67,829 in opening 
balance. Tlmre was an increase of Rs. 2,24,314 in I'ecoipts from rates and 
taxes, and a d(‘oreas<‘ of Rs. 1,66,852 in grants and contributions. 

'I’lie total (expenditure rose from Rs. 69,58,164 to Rs. 72,18,133. There 
was an incr(>as(' of Rs. 2,55,699 under the head “Extraordinary and Dobt’‘ 
due clihdly to investments in Savings Hanks. The total expenditure under all 
otluM* heads hardly varied from that of last year. 

180. The closing balance rose from Rs. 19,06,438 to Rs. 21,46,708. 
The largest baiaiuios were held by Howrah (Rs. 4,60,516), Chittagong 
(Rs. 2, 05), 740), Darjinding (Rs. 1,30,553), Narainganj ^Rs. 1,11,255)), Dacca 
(Rs. 1,08,816), and Cossipore-Ghitpur (Rs. 1,00,147). These large balances are 
mainly due to unexpended l>alances of grants and accumul.ated funds for 
water-supply and drainage scIkuik^s. 


IXCOMK. 

181. The total income of the year, excluding th.at under the heads 
“ ()p(}ning Halance ’’ and “ Extraordinary and l)ebt ” increased from 
Rs. 55,73,25)1 to Rs. 56,27,8.’{0. Details of the main items of revenue are 
giv('n below. 

182. There was an iueroase under this head of Rs. 90,670, of which the 
Presidency Division contributed Rs. 52,622. The largest increases occurred in 
Cossipore-tdiitpur (Rs. 32,995), Haranagar (Rs. 11,315), and Dacca (Rs. 9,221), 

183. Receipts under this head decrease!.! by Rs. 2,321. This is 
ascribed t o the failure of cart traffic consequent on the dullness in the jute 
trade. 

184. There was an increase under this head of Rs. 6,174. The moat 
noticeable features of the receipts were an increase of Rs. 5,150 in Howrah 
and of Rs. 2,722 in the municipalities of the 24-Parganas, slight depression in 
the other districts of the Presidency Division and continued decline in the 
Chittagong Municipality. 

185. A decrease in receipts under this head of Rs. 192 in all is the 
result of an increase in the Presidency and Hurdwan Divisions and a decrease 
in all the divisions of Eastern Bengal. 
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186. The rate was levied for the first time in the municipalities of 
Jessore and Hooglily-Cliinsiira, which contributed, respectively, Hs. 7,428 and 
Hs. 18,781 to the total increase of Us. 6.5.426. lletter collections resulted 
in an increase of Rs. 15,302 in Cossip«>re-Chitpur, Us. 5,989 in Dacca and 
Rs. 2,044 in Mymensingh, and revision of an assessment in an increase of 
Rs. 4,065 in Berhampore and Rs. 2,600 in Kurseong. Receipts in Narainganj 
again declineil. An apparent decrease of over Rs. 5,000 in Darjeeling is duo 
to inclusion last year of sale-proceeds of old materials. 

187. Of the four municipalities in which this rat«‘ is levied Cossiporo- 
(Jliitpur -contributeil Rs. 11,373 out of a total increase of Rs. 12,085. There 
was a p(‘tty decrease in Mauiktala. 

188. The increase under this*head amounting to Rs. .59,312 was shared 
by all divisions. Proceeds from tht) sah* of nightsoil fell from Rs. 4,298 to 
Rs. 2,6 13. The Serampore Municipality m;ule a few rupees by trenching 
nightsoil on private grounds. 

189. A decrease of Rs. 7,557 is largely accountiul for by tlu^ .abolition of 
this lax in two wards of the South Dum-Dum Municip.ality. 

190. The Presidency Division eontributctl Rs. 1,391 out of a total 
iiiOM^jise in roceij)ts under this head of Rs. 2,119. Fees under the Hackney 
Can-i.age Act wtiro imposed for the first time in Kishoreganj and Pabna. 
The Ohandpur Municipality failed to derive any income this year from juto- 
warehouso fees. 

191. The increase of Rs. 3,079 is the outcome of an increase gtmerally 
under the heads of “ Rents, Fees and Fines ” and ‘‘ Other Fees ” counter- 
balanced by a decrease of slightly over Rs. 15,000 in the receipt from invest- 
ments for general purposes. 

192. There wjis a decre.ase under this head of Rs. 1,66,852. 

The following wore the larger grants m.ado by Oovornmeni : — 


Watap.rat* . 


Lightlna-pat*. 


Cons«i>vanoy. 


Raailaatlon 

iindsv* 

Acts. 


Rttv«nuA ddHvAtf 
fpoiwi munlolpAl 
property and 
powara apai>t 
from taMailon. 


eontrlbutlona. 


Ilupees 60|000 to Hooghly-Ghiiisura and Rh. 44,815 to Uttarpara for 
water-supply. 

Rupees 1 ,00,000 to Narainganj and Rs. 40,000 to Berhampore for exten- 
sion and improvement of water-supply. 

Rupees 10,433 to North Dum-Dum and Rs. 7,246 to Panihati for Drainage 
Scheme. 


Rupees 20,000 to Chittagong for the coml)ineil post of Secretary and 
Engineer. 

Rupees 18,060 in all to Midnapore, for water-supply (Rs. 5,000) and 
educational i)Ui’po 808 (Rs. 13,060). 

Rupees 15,000 to Burdwan to recoup the losses sustained from flocxl. 

Rupees 11,771 to Darjeeling for medical purposes. 

The following instances of private liber.ality deserve spcjcial mention. 

The municipalities of Raniganj and Buialwan rec(*ived grants of Rs. 3,500 
and Rs. 3,000, respectively, from the Maharajadhir.aja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the former in aid of a water-supply scluimo and the latter for the improvement 
of a charitable dispensary. 

Babu Ram Chandra Cuba and Babu Surja Kanta Clmudhuri m.ado a 
grant of Rs. 4,780 to the Basirhat Municipality for the diversion of a road 
and for a tank. The Moslem community at Gai’don Reach contributed 
Rs. 1,268 to the local municipal fund for a Muhamm.adan burial ground. 
The Hon’blo Babu Upendra Lai Ray contributed Rs. 1,000 to tho Chittagong 
Municipality for the construction of a road. 

Contributions were also made to municipalities from vaiaous local 
funds, the largest being a grant of Rs, 13,000 made to the Natore Muni- 
cipality from the Edward Memorial Fund for the purposes of water-supply. 
The municipalities of Jessore and Chandpur received contributions r)f 
Rs. 9,100 and Rs. 10,000, respectively, from the District Boards towards 
water-supply. 


EXPENDITUKR. 


193. Notwithstanding an increase of Rs. 15,414 in expenditure under ome* eat 
this head, the percentage of this expenditure as to total expenditure decreased 
from 8‘2 to 7*9 for the Province, ranging in individual cases from 4*2 in ehaagas. 

a 2 


illsh. 
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Khulna aiul 4'7 in Hof^hty-Chiusura, Dacca, Chamtpur and Jeesore to 22*1 
in ('oiniila, 25'2 in Dobhatta. and 26*2 in Nalcliiti. 

IJ)4. Of the incroaae of Hs. 1,842 under this head approximately half is 
due to incroased expcindituro on appliances in Darjeeling. 

195. Expenditure under this head roso by Rs. 5,782 The Darjeeling 
Municipality incurred an oxfra cost of Rs. 3,916 in connection with the new 
hydro-tdoctric schenio, and Kursoong Rs. 1,023 on account of 16 })etrol lamps. 
In Dacca electric lighting was oxten.Ied to certain important streets with the 
help of a grant of Rs. 6,00:) made by the trustees of the Electric Light Fund. 
Four municipalities spent nothing on lighting. 

196. The ('xpendituro on water-supply decreased by Rs. 4,80,142. this 
being tin; result of a decrease of over Rs. S’lalchs in capital outlay, while the 
cost of maintenance increased by approximately Rs. 33,000. The only large 
origiinvl scheme to he coinpleted during the year was that for the supply of 
filtered wat«'r in llooghly-lJhinsura. Two new filters were completed in 
Seramporo, and the Kamarhati .Municipality ina<le temporary arrangements 
for the supply of filtered water from the hydrants of the Cossipore-Ohitpur 
Municipality. The IJaranagar Jute Mills erected a filter for supplying filtered 
water to mill Imstees. Tim existing water-8U])plfes in the larger ninni- 
cipalities of the interior worked well, with the exception of that at Harisal, 
wlnsre the municipality is n<ported fo have made no provision for dealing with 
the dilliculty caused by the river water becoming brackish in February. Fair 
progri'ss was made during the year with the water-supply scheme in Bankura.^. 
The improvement <jf the water-works in Hurdwan has had to be postponed 
for want of funds. Two new distribution linos were opened by the Kur8< ong 
^^unicipnlity and a new pump was purchased at Patuakhali. Tanks and wells 
were provahu] as before in the smaller municipalities. 

The sclnune for tin? extension of the Narayanganj water-supply to the 
munici()al anni on tin? east sido of the river Lakhya at a cost of Rs. 1,70,000 
received the final sanction of (lovernmont. A grant of one lakh was paid to 
the municipality and a loan of the balance has been sanctioned. Final sanc- 
tion was* also accorded to the scheme for the completion of the Harisal water- 
works at a cost of Us. 20,000. A detailed scheme for the water-supply of the 
Satkhira Municipality was submitted to (Jovernrnent. Administrative 
approval was accorded to schemes for the improvement (»f the water-supply 
of tho Dacca Municipality and of Berhampore, construction of a water- 
supply for the nortlu'rn part of (.'handpur and for tho English Bazar 
Municipality, and for an independent water-supply at Uttarpara. ^ The 
detaihul project of tin' Dacca scheme was placed before the municipality 
during tho year. Tho ju’ovision of a water-supply at Ranaghat, Asansol, 
Raniganj, Siiri, Faridpur, Madaripur, Nator and Krishnagar was also under 
consideration of the municipalities concerned or of Government in various 
stages, preliminary to administrative approval. 

Tlie question of tho conti’ol of tho catchment area in connection with the 
water-supply of Kurseoug, with a view to preserve the sources of supply 
from pollution is still under the consideration of Government. 

197. 'riiore was an increase of Rs. 3,18,102 under this head, of which 
Rs. 3,08,050 was due to ca])itnl outlay. This was largely due to an increase 
of over three lakhs in the Howrah Municipality. Apart from this tho largest 
capital expenditure was incurred by the Burdwau Municipality (Rs. 33,493). 
The drainage scheme of tho Ranaghat Municipality was completed dui'ing the 
year, anil tlioro l•emain only two sluice-gates to bo provided for the completiop 
of that of the Kushtia Municipality. Progress was made with the construction 
of drainage works ai Katwa and in tho most congested part of the Bhadreswar 
Municipality. 'I’lie greater part of the sanctioned scheme for surface drainage 
in Kurseong was executed during tho year. The North Dum-Dum and 
Panihati Municipalities constructed subsidiary drains in connection vith the 
Bagjola Drainage Scheme. The Baruipur Municipality received a grant of 
Rs. 4,950 for removing defects of drainage, and a scheme for Garden Reach 
has been subsequently sanctioned. Government were unable to accord 
administrative approval either to the drainage or water-supply schemes for the 
Mymensingh town owing to the unsatisfactory financial position of the muni- 
cipality. A combined drainage and water-works scheme for Krishnagar waa 
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submitted to Government. Preliminary surveys wore conducted by the 
Sanitary Engineer in Dacca, Bogra and Malda. Drainage sciiemes for the 
Nadia and Santipur Municipalities have been held in abeyanct* f(»r want of 
funds. 

198. There was an increase in expenditure of Rs. 7.*1,135 under this head. oonMis»im«y. 
In the Presidency Division 18 municipalities spent a sum of lls. 21,115 fortlie 
entertainment of Health Officers and Sanitary Inspectors. 

199. A decrease of Its. 22,223 on the total for Inst year was entirely due Heapitai* antf 
to a decrease in plague charges, largely nominal on account of a change in 
classification. Now wards were added to the hospitnl at Bankura, and a new 
dispensary and hospital buildings were constructed at Ghatal. A female 

ward was erected in Budge-Bud|;o and phthisical wards in Krishnagar and 
Jessore. An isolation ward for cholera and small-pox cases was built by the 
Mymensiugh Municipality. The Barisal Charitable Dispensary and Hospital 
was placed under a joint committee appointed by the municipality ami the 
District Board. Contributions for now medical institutions were made by the 
municipalities of Mymcnsingli and Matlaripur. Tho municipalities of Uangpur 
and Pabna wore unable wholly or in part t<.» make contrilmtions to local 
dispensaries through want of funds, and the Bogra Municipality failed to 
increase their contribution to the Bogra Dispensary in an uidiealthy year. 

No municipality suffered from an epidemic of plague, but several found it 
necessary to take steps to prevent the spread of local outbreaks of small-pox 
and cholera. 

200. Expenditure under this head decreased by Rs. 29,1)77 in all. Pubiio w«hi«. 

There was a decrease of Rs. W,626 in ex|>enditure on roads, and of 

Rs. 25,076 on account of buildings, and a slight increase, under the sub-ln^ads 
“ Establishment ” and “ vStores.” 

Tho chief features were larger expenditure on rtxids in tho Prtjsitlency 
and Rajshahi Divisions, an increase on account of buildings in the IVosiclency 
Division ; and an abnormal decrease on this account in tho Rajshahi Division. 

Tim percentage of outlay on public works to total expenditure ranged from 
2*1 in Kursoong, where the municipal roails are maintained by the I’ublic 
Works Department, and 7*3 in Kishoreganj to 52*5 in Kandi. 


201. There was an increase of Rs. 25,178 under this head, of whicli tho Puwia 
Dacca Municipality alone contributed Rs. 20,73-1. Tho Dacca Municipality •"••rwotion. 
spent tho largest proportion of its ordinary income on primary education, viz., 

13*3 per cent., followed by Nator ( 12*9 per cent.), and Cox’s Bazar (10*1 per 
cent.). Only 23 municipalities spent over 5 per cent, of their income on 
primary education. 

202. Forty-two mun’cipalities were in dol)t at the end of tin; year, and Lo«ns. 
the total amount of their indebtedness, after deducting Rs. 7,751, tho amount 

of the sinking fund investments of tho Burdwan Municipality, was 
Rs. 45,97,266. The largest outstanding liabilities wore those of Howrah 
(Rs. 24,70,938), Darjeeling (Rs 8,02,785), Dacca (Rs. 2,90,069), Hooghly- 
Chinsura (Rs. 1,88.288) and Narainganj (Rs. 1,32,721). Six municipalities 
took loans during tho year, viz., Howrah (Rs. 4.34,000 for the drainage 
scheme), Hoqafhly-Chinsura (Rs. 63,000 for water-supply), Chittagong 
(Rs. 50,000 for water-supply), Jessore (Rs. 15,000 for water-supply), Bankura 
(Rs. 10,000 for water-supply), and Tangail (Rs. 10,000 for (Irainage). The 
South Barracki)ore Municipality paid off its liabilities. 

203. On the Slst March 1915, 82 miinieipalities had outstanding liabili- LiabiiitiM. 
ties on current bills amounting to Rs. 2,66,076, which represented 7*2 per cent. 

of their current demand. In 12 municipalities tho outstanding liabilities 
exceeded the closing balance. This excess was reduced in the case of 
Hooghly-Chinsiira from over Rs. 70,000 to Rs. 12,831. The position of 
Rangpur with an excess of Rs. 2,471 and Pai)na (Rs. 2,470) was unsatis- 
factory. The latter municipality was tho subject of a special enquiry and 
report during the year under review. 

204. Embezzlements came to light during the year in tho municipalities Audit of 
of Bhadreswar, Burdwan, Rampur-Boalia and Pabna. In Bhadreswar, 

Rs. 2,455 was embezzled by the municipal head-clerk, who has since 
absconded. Criminal proceedings were pending at the end of the year in 
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r«)Bp<3Ct of Rb. 262 alleged to have boon embezzled by the priest of the burning 
ghat in Burdwan. In the two other municipalities the sums embezzled were 
recovered and the offenders dismissed. No embezzlement was reported from 
tlu! Dacca or Chittagong Division. A i>etty misappropriation has been under 
enquiry in Nadia. 

205. Four municipalities are allowed a free hand in the preparation of 
their budget. Among these the finances of Burdwan are unsatisfactory, and 
Cossiporci-Cliitpur showed a tendency to avoid provision for an .adequate 
working balance, but Howrah and Maniktala made sound use of the privilege. 

206. Tim current demand on account of taxes rose from Rs. 9,53,203 to 
Rs. 9,79,9.35. The tiital demand amounted to Rs. 10,21,838, of w'hich 
Rs. 9,3.5.380 or 91 "5 per cent, was collected. The total ordinai'y income of 
the municipality fell from Rs. 11,49,415 to Rs. 10,49,825, and oi’dinary 
ex[)enditure from Rs. 15.74,216 to Rs. 13,68,749. The outstanding debt was 
Rs. 24,70,938, Kxponditure on water-supply fell from Rs. 7^ lakhs to 
Rh. 1,93, .50.5. Failui’e on account of the war to obtain from Government loans 
required hampers the further carrying out of the w.ater-woi'ks improvement 
seheme. 'I'wo new filters for the supply of water tj the kSerampore Munici- 
pality Wen; completed. Possession has now been taken of all the* land 
requiretl in conm'ction with the construction of the Central Drainage C,anal 
for which a grant of one lakh and loan of 5j lakhs have been received from 
Government. The preparation of inieca drainage schemes dischai'ging into 
this canal has boon completed. The estimates f«)r these works amount to 
over Rs. 12 lakhs. 

The survey of the town has made good progress. Proposals for intro- 
ducing the micessary sections of tho (Calcutta Municipal Act to co; e with 
insanitary husteea are still under considtiration of the Commissioners. 

237. Tlu; reports of the Burdwan Division show much continuity in the 
character of tho municipalities. The business-like methods of Konamukhi, 
tho <iui(;t progress of Tamluk and Arambagh, the comparative cleanliness of 
Birhiium call for praise, while tho factions of Uttarpai’a and Chandrakona. 
th(> feeble administration of Bansberia, and tho financial embarrassments of 
Burdwan call for t;nergi;tic measures to remedy. Tho Magistrate of Hooghly 
finds no noticeable improvement in the nu‘th(xls of collection. Notwith- 
standing the candessness discovered in audit of tho accounts of Bhadreswar, 
the executive have <loiu; their beat to cope with a volume of work beyond the 
capacity of om; municipality. 

The Magistrate of Howrah again spt'aks well of the Lillooah Ward 
Committtn*, with the suggestion that it might hocoino a separate municipality. 

Of tho municipalities in the Presidency Division Cossipore-Chitpur and 
Garden Reach in tho 24-Parganas have' shown enterprise and good manage- 
ment, while party feeling is reported to have brought tho adnnnistrntion of 
Maniktala practically to a standstill. Absence of opposition begins to render 
progress possible in the busy trading centre of Kotchandpur, and the 
administration of the Debhatta Municipality in Khulna improves. The 
.lessore Municipality has found its new water-works not .altogether a success 
.and sufiers from a want of funds duo to inadequate self-taxation. 

The managmneut of municip.alitie8 in the Bakarganj district is well 
spoken of, with the exception of Barisal. 

Progress with the scheme for water-supply in Chittagong has been 
hampered by the war. Krosion on the south of Noakhali deters the Commis- 
sioners from undertaking permanent works. 

The Commissioner of the Rnjshahi Division reports that with the excep- 
titni of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and Dinajpur, municipalities at district hoad- 
(piarters compare unfavoui-ahly with those in the interior. Darjeeling and 
Kurseong hav'o fully maintained their reputation for efficiency. The affairs 
of tin; Pabna Municipality which were in a precarious state last year are now 
in other hands. The Nator Municipality goes sensibly about its work, and 
Sherpur did well. Rampur-Boalia is noticeable for defective finances, laxity 
of executive supervision, and dishonesty among the collecting staff, while 
Sirajganj suffered from the retirement of Marwari merchants on the collapse 
of the jute trade. 
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[Re{x>rt on the Caloutta Municipality for , the year 1914-15. StatiHtics of Britiali India, Part Vlll — 

Local Funds.] 

208. The revenue of the Corporation hae been very little aftectod by the in»i>oduoteiv. 
war. The receipts exceeded the budget estimate by over lls. lakh, 

while the curtailment of expenditure effected a saving of nearly Ks. 4 
lakhs on the budget figures. The net result (»f the year’s working there- 
fore leaves the Corporation Us. 5^ lakhs better ofl' than their original 
estimate, and the closing balance now exceeds Us. lakhs. 

209. The fifth General £le«tion of Ward Commissioners under the ■taotiom. 
present Act was held on the 23rd March 1915. There were 38,412 voters 

with 95,492 votes. In 14 Wards there was no contest. It was only in 
Wards 1, 5, 8, 10, 12, 18, 23 and 25 that any real interest was evinced. 

The votes cast were 57 per cent, of the voting power of the contested Wards, 
as .compared with 42 per cent, in 1912. 

210. Much attention has recently been given to the enforcement of the Bylaws and 
by-laws relating to tiieati^es ami places of public entertainment. Uules have Nuiaa. 
been frameil during the year prescribing the qualifications of candidates for 
employment as Analysts, FckxI Inspectors and Inspectors of moat shops and 
slaughter-houses, and the rules framed in 1906 under Section 96 (5) regula- 
ting the conduct of business at the meetings of Special Committees have been 
amended. 

211. The Uovonui5 Funds opened with a balance of Us. 28,60,587. ’riie NavaauaBuadi 
receipts during the year amounted to Us. 1,16,43,764 and the payments to 

Us. 1,08,96,084, leaving a closing balance of Us. 36,08,267. On the basis of 
assets and liabilities, the closing balance was Us. 27,32,550. The cost 
of establishment charged to Revenue was 21’6 against 22T for the previous 
year. 

212. The sanction of Government was olitained to the raising of a Leans, 
loan of Rs. 35f lakhs. Debentures to the extent of Rs. 7,22,000 were issued 
during the year under report. The Loan Funds opened with a balance 

of Us. 15,67,884, and the receipts amounted to Rs. 8,81,763. The year 
closed with a balance of Rs. 9,40,811. 

213. The total outstamling debt of the Corporation at tins close of the Loan Liability, 
year was Rs. 4,99,49,600. The amount now payable for the service of 
outstanding loans is Rs. 30,29,191 per annum. This loaves a margin of sinning Bund. 
Rs. 11,80,917 for the service of fresh loans. The amount which can be 
borrowed with this amount at disposal, assuming that the i*ate of interest 

is 4 per cent, ami the Sinking Fund contribution 1 percent., is Rs. 2|36, 18,000. 

The year closed with a balance of Rs. 40,14,179 in the Sinking Fund. 

214. The annual valuation of the city was increased by nearly 19j- lakhs, annendmdnt. 

It stood at 434 lakhs on the 3lHt March 1916. The remissions for vacancy 

were only 3 per cent, of the gross demand. 

215. Plans and estimates were prepared for 252 projects as compared sui>vayoi>’a 
with 253 in the i>revious year. The total value of the estimates amountijd oupurtm*"*. 
to Rs. 118 lakhs as against Rs. 162^ lakhs in 1913-14. Laml acquisition 
proci'cdings were instituted in 50 cases as against 60 in the pnsvious year, 

the area to be acquired being 215j Inqhns as compared with 24f btghas in 
1913-14. Four new street alignments wore prescribed during this year and 
those ah-eady pi*escribetl for two streets were revised. Thci whole list of 
street alignments was carefully examined with a view to bring it into con- 
formity with the schemes of the Imfirovemont Trust. Some progress has 
been made with the revision of the survey of the Added Area, which is 
being carried out at the expense of the Improvement Trust. 

216. The year opened with a total demand for Rs. 81,86,831. Out of coitootiom. 
this amount Rs. 76,87,458 was collected, Rs. 3,96,656 was remitted or can- 
celled by the Assessor, Rs. 12,050 was transferred to the Law Department, 

and Rs. 4,010 was cancelled as irrecoverable. The total gross current 
demand was Rs. 78,59,905, being nearly lakhs more than in the previous 
year. The total nett current demand amounted to Rs. 76,65,884. The per- 
centage of collection on the nett current demand was 99*68, the corresponding 
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pfM'eetitagt; during;; the previous year beinj? 99’6I. The total demand for 
iiiiHceilaiieoUH hills was Ks. 7,36,596. Out of this sum Rs. 7,U9.455 >vas 

collfcted. 


217. Fourteen now hmleen were taken up and improvements were 
uoinploled in 2.5 premiKCS. In addition to this huts were removed from 
about 29 highas of insanitary hunteea. Over a mile of now bustee road was 
opiuioil out and sanitary eonv'enienees were provided at the cost of the 
owners. Standard plans of 14 busteea were prepared and approvtKl by the 
General Committee, and hut alif^nments were prescribed in 30 bustees. 

218. The Central Stores Gixlown ami the two branch depCts in Districts 
I and IV have not yet been constructed. Steady progress is being made in 
perfecting the orgsinisation of tin* department and in introducing order and 
nnstlmd in the receipt ami issue of stores. 

219. The total quantity of water supplied to Calcutta during the year 
averaged aliout 6()4 (35| liltere<l and 24j unhltered) million gallons jwr day. 
There was an increase of aliout 2 million gallons <laily in the unfiltered 
water. The average consumption jsn' head of ]>opulatfon per day was .32*8 
gallons of filtered and 27'4 gallons of unfiltei’od water. The Water-supply 
Committee are employing careful tests to locate and prevent waste in. the 
water-supply with a view tr> bring about a continuous high pressure supply. 

220. 'riie Canal area drainage works were completed during the year. 
The total cost of th(' project has been Rs. 44jl lakhs. The health of the 
m)ighb(»urho<xl lias bo«‘n appreoial)ly imprfivod as the result of the scheme. 
The sewers, which drain the low-lying area in the neighbourhood of Amherst 
vStnu't and (Jornwallis .Street, have m)w been connected to the Canal Area 
high level sewer, and th(< present rainy season show a sensible di'crease in 
the tluration and intmisity of ilotKling in this district. 

There is still not mucii progrc’ss to report in connection with the 
surface «lrjiin.*ige pr<»j»‘ct for Wards 19 to 22. About 2 miles of now si'wers 


have been constructed in the uns(*\ver«'<l area 


west of Tolly’s Nullah. 


Regular observal ions taken show t hat, though the rate of silting o‘f the 


Bnlyadhari is n(»t so rapid as was at one time supposed, the river is on the 
whole in a worse condition than it was in 1913. 


221. Fight hundreil and twenty gas lights have bt'en added during the 
year. Fifty-nim* lights were discontinued. Five hundred and twenty-two 
light lanterns have been jjut up at street (mrners witli glass street name 
tablets. During the year 1,668 old lainp.s liave been rephnced by new ones. 
Klectrii! liglits h.ave lieen erected in a few streets as an experimental measure. 
Only 121 oil lamps could be removed during the year as against 337 in the 


previous year. 

222. The total expenditure on account of road repairs amounted to 
Rs. 8,12.<KV.) as against Rs. 8,65,000 in the precetling year. The total area 
ilealt with by tar-macadam was 20,000 sipiare yards, and the cost amounted 
to Rs. 47.090 as against Rs. 99,000 in tln^ previous year. The Corporation is 
still experimenting with different kinds of pavements to find out a suitable 
road surface for the streets of Chalcutta. Tlie scheme for the paving of 
footpaths has been practically completed. 

The total expemliture upon the upkeep ami improvement of squares 
and the planting and maintenance of roadside trees amounted to about 
Rs. 45,000 as compared with Rs. 30,306 in the previous year. 

A start was made with the scheme for pdanting trees by the side of 
all roads where the fotitpatlis are sufficiently wide. 

223. 'Phe proposal to experiment with motor lorries for the removal 'of 
street refuse is in abeyance owing to the war. The expenditure under the 
heads of street cleansing, incinerators and Municipal Railway amounted to 
Rs. 10,35,500 as against slightly loss than Rs. 9 lakhs in the previous year. 

224. The fall in the birth-rate continued, tiio number of births registered 
being 17,386, equivalent to 19*4 per thousand, as compared with 20*5 per 
thousand in the previous year. This may be due as presumed last year to 
failure in reporting births. The total number of deaths was 25,431, or 28*3 
per thousand against 26,188, or 29*2 per thousand last year. Plague, cholera 
and small-pox caused 3,463 deaths as compared with 2,736 in 1913, but there 
was a distinct drop in the mortality from other diseases. The death-rate 
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amongst females was as high as 88*5 per thousand. The rate of infantile 
mortality rose from 274*8 to 282*7 per thousand births registert>d. The free 
distribution of simple sanitary appliances to Indian inidwives is being con- 
tinued, and instruction in the use of these articles is given by the Health 
Department staflf. The recrudescence of plague in 1914 was very mild. 
For the first time since the appearances of the disease. Calcutta was declared 
free from plague for a certain time. There was a mild epidemic of small-pox, 
the deaths numbering 1,088 against 120 in the preceding year. The number 
of deaths from cholera was 1,988 as compared with 1,701 of^ tin* previous 
year. Tin? death-rate from malaria in the towfi proper was otdy [)or 
thousand, whereas in tin' suburban arua it was 2*2 per thousand. 

Tin* number of prosecutions for ailultoration •>! foiKl rose from 768 in 
1918 to 1.115. 'riio .appointment of an extra F<x>d Inspector has had good 
results. The new by-law reganling the keeping of manufactured .articles of 
food in closed receptacles came into operation during tlic^ year. The qu(‘Stion 
of improving the milk supply, however, is still under consideration. A 
declaration has alroa<ly been made requiring the removal from residential 
areas of certain offensive trades into prescribetl localities. 'Plu^ practice 
of poking rags at the refuse platforms ami storing thorn in unlicensed pre- 
misi's has now been practically stopped. 

225. Tht‘ rc'ceipts from tins Sir Stuart Hogg Market (Rs. 4,20,160), 
Lansdowne Market (Rs. 4,230) an 1 the Sir Charles Alhm Market (Rs. 6,794) 
all eontiiuu‘ to show an increase. Tlnu'e was a serious fire in the Sir Stuart 
Hogg Market, Block B. The staff of the mark<*t w.as reorganist'd. R(>fortiis in 
various directions were taken up, especially in tln^ matter of I'cgulating the 
[)riceb of fo<xl-stu(fs. The improvement of the private markets of the city 
received its <lue sh.an' of attention from the Health Department, and some 
improvements in their sanitary condition wore effectc‘d. 

226. Twenty-two thousand eight hundred and sixty cas(*s were insti- 
tuted as against 22,043 of the preceding year. Including pending cases 
1.429, the Magistrate had 24,289 cases to deal with. Convictions were 
obtained in 19,427 cases, and the total amount of fines imposed was Rs. 1,14,655. 
One thousand seven hundnvl and ninety-two cases were pending at the close 
of the year. 

227. The aggregate amount of aid given to educational institutions of 
all kinds was Rs. 76,824. The special grant of Rs. 2,400 to the Deaf and 
Dumb School was continue<]. The total number of schools receiving aid was 
440, and the average daily attendance w.as 25,354. The grants to libraries 
am mnted to Rs. 5,875. the number of libraries aided being 29. 

228. The falling off in the number of hackney carriages still continues. 
The total number registered during the j'ear was 3,060 as compared with 
3,620 in the previous year. The principal cause of this falling off is tho 
increase in thy number of motor taxi-cabs. There has been an appreciable 
improvement in the quality both of carriages and horses, and the number of 
cases in which prosecution had to be resorted to fell in consequence. 

229. The Corporation iji their review of the Administration Report for 
1914-15 urged the claims of Muhammadans to a larger share of appointments 
on the Corporation. 
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Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

[Tho UeporU on the operations of the Calcutta Improvement TriiHt for the three yearn 1912-13, 1913.14 

and 1914-15. 1 

230. To carry out the duties specified in the Calcutta Improvement orMtiow or 
Act V of 1911 a Board called “ The Trustees for the Improvement of 
Calcutta ” consisting of 11 Trustees, was created in 1912. It held 55 ordi- 
nary, and one special, meetings during 1914-15. 

231. Up to 31st March 1915, 17 improvement schemes, described below, aoHpmus 

were framed and published by the Board. oonsidurud by 

Scheme No. I (Surti Ba^n) is for the construction of 1,350 yards of **'* ***''^* 
road, 40 to 45 feet wide (estimated nett cost Rs. 20,08,000). 

Sc'temes Nos. I A and IB . — These are subsidiary tp general improvement 
scheme No. I. 


H 
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Sf-he.ttfi So. // (Sliaiiil»azar l{ri<lgc lio.itl; lias IjecMi (iesigiuul to iiiipro\ro 
tin; to the north of Calcutta (esliinaro'l nett eowt Kk. 7,3t).(H)0). 

Scht‘im‘ xVo. IIA provi(h*H for the wideniiiif of a part of (Jornwaliis Street 
(eHtirnat(.Ml nett cost Us. 7.'>,000). 

Hr.lunnti zVo. /// is a selieniH f«)r improving tlii^ sanitary conditions of the 
area in proximity to the site selected for rehousing scheme No. 1 in Warda 
Institution I/ine (estimated nett cost Us. 

Schente Xo, /Tis for tiui widcMiing of the first mile of Russa Road^ 
het\ve(>n Klgiti Road and llaxr.i Rcxid (estimated nett cost Rs. 12,20,000). 

.SV//ey«e Ac. / K.1 provides for the widening of the Russa Roa*! and the 
<levelopment of an an^a on each side of it hotween llazra Lioad and the 
Kasteru Itengiil Stat(' Railway I»ri<lgo (estiinatoil cost 48^ lakh's). 

Sclirine Xo. K is a street scheme to improve an area of 2H*4 acres in 
the siihurli of liliowaiiipore. The cost of acquiring land is estimated at 
Rs. .^2,80,000. 

Scheme Xo. VI (estimatecl cost Rs. 75 lakhs). — This supersedes the ori- 
ginal scIkmiu! to provide a lU'w main thoroughfare from the north-east corner 
of Dalhousie S(]uare m(‘etiug Harrison Rond close to the Howrah Rridge. 
fimler the revised H(;hemt' the proposed road folloWs a regular curvt’, ‘and,, 
instea I of coalescing with Clive Street, is carried into tin* Strand Road. 
'I’he sclicme also (!ontem])lates the, widening of Old (diinaba/.ar south of 
( !anning Street. 

Scheine Xo. VI! («<stimat(‘d cost about Rs. 2.5 lakhs) |)rovide8 for a 
C(>nir;d .Vveiim' from llt;a Ion Stri.*et to Machuabazar Strt*ot bi'twocn (Jhitpur 
Road atnl ( ’ornwallis Street and for a spur running south-we.st from the 
Central Avt'iiue to l’i)per (diitpur Road. 

Scheme Xo. IV/. 1 ' estimated cost Rs. 1,.^(),() )()) contemplates the widen- 
ing of llalliday Strec't forming a continuation of the Central Avenue pn>posed 
in Scheme \' 1 1. 

Scheme Xo. Vltll is to continue the (hmtral Avenue from Colootolla 
Street to l>«)wbazar Strcict at an estimated cost of Rs. !),i)5,()()!>. 

Scheme So. I V/^/ (e.stimate«l cost of Rs. I. ‘1,68, 000) provides for an east 
and west diagonal road running bt4. ween Schomo No. VI 1 (Central Avenue) 
and Maniktala. 

Scheme Xo. VUl (estimated ct)st of Rs. 16,39.0!)0) is for tluj extension 
of Park Street across Lowi*r (drcular Road to meet the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway line in tlu' mu' j’ldtouriiood of Bridge No. 4 and for laying out a 
park 29 aen's in area. 

Scheme Xo. IX is a small sciuone for the widening of OhI Post Ollice 


Stn'(‘l at premises 
Rs. 81, ( 00. 


Nos. 1, 2 an I 3, the cost of whicdi is estimated at 


D.ilhoum’ir S<iU‘.ii'e finpcooemeof Scheme (I'stimated cost Rs. 1,89,000), 
'riie object of the sclu'me is to relievo congestion of traffic in paj't of the rotad- 
way round Dalhousie Sipiart*. 

Besidi'S the scliemi'H ilescribod above, the Board considered the question 
of providing squares in congested areas of the city and ilocided to allot 
Rs. 10 lakhs for the i)urpose. 

232. In conjunction with the Uovci’nments of .Madras and Bombay, tho 
(lovernment of Bengal invited Professor Geddes of Edinburgh to visit India 
during t he cold weather of 1914 to deliver a serms of lectures on town- 
planning illustrated by his extensive exhibits bearing on the subject. The 
Professor delivered his lectures in Calcutta after tho close of the year and tjie 
Improvement 'Frust paiil one-half of the expenditure incurred. 

233. Out of tho lump grant of Rs. 50 lakhs sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment of India for tho Calcutta Improvement Schemes, Rs. 40 lakhs were 
paid to the Board iluring the three years ending Slst March 1915. Other 
rt'ceipts on the Capital account were from sales of land, buildings, moveable 
properties, etc., which amounted to Rs. 3 lakhs. Tho expenditure on Capital 
account was 52 lakhs, incurred principally on land acquisition and engineer- 
ing works. The expenditure on Revenue account was about R^. 8 lakhs 
against total receipts of Rs. 75 lakhs derived from special taxation and 
contributions from the Corporation and Government, leaving a surplus of 
about Rs. 67 lakhs at the close of the year 1914-15. 
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234. Tlio numbei' of mootings held during tin* year by the 25 District 
Boards in the Province was 100 against 378 of the preceding year. Among 
these 8 proved abortive for want of a (piorum. All District lloards met at 
least once a month. The number of members increastnl by 2 elected and 2 
nominated tlirough the enlargement of tlie Nadia Hoard. 'J’ho District Hoards 
of Hankura, Midnapore and llooghly were reconst ituteil iluring the year. 

There was no change in tlm nhmber of Local Hoards. Of 943 meetings 
called by Local Hoards 54 failed for want of a quorum, the total number of 
meetings hehl being slightly less than that of last year. Seviuiteen Hoards 
out of 72 faihnl to meet once a month. 

235. General elections were hold in Hurdwan, Hankura, Midnapor«‘. 
Hooghly, 24-ParganaH and Nadia, and bye-eleci ions in Nadia, Faridpur am! 
Rajshahi. Lively interest was I'eported to have been taken in the gcuioral 
oleotions in the Presidencj’ Division and in Huialwan, while (!veu Hankura, 
whore live thanas out of nine failed to return their ri‘presentativi‘s, showetl 
nn improvement on tln^ i)rovious elections. Several of tiu' bye-elections failed 
nn<l the vacancies were rille<l by nomination. 

23(>. There had been no ehang(‘ in the powers of District and Local 
Hoards under the Act or rules framed under it. The Local Hoards conti- 
nued to administer the funds placed at their disposal for the luainbuiance of 
roads and improvement of village sanitation, ami were in charge of Ihi' 
management of pounds, except those situated within the boundaries of a 
Union Committee, and ferries. There is, howev<*r, some variation of practice 
ns to the control of primary education. 

237. 'Phe number of Union (committees increased from 55 to 65 in the 
Western Henga I districts anti remained 11 in Eastern Hmigal. Stfven new 
committees were (established in tin* 24-Parganas, two in Khulna and one in 
Midnapore. Imp(U‘tanoe was attaclunl in tine constitution of ni*w unions to 
their coiuci.lenc(', as far as ])ossible, with Chaukidari Unions and tin* inclusion 
of the- panehayats among the members of tlui committ(u>. The av(!rag(' area 
of the unions was nslucc'd during tlu^ y(*ar from 9^ to 9 squan^ miles, and the 
av(u*ag‘, population from about 9.500 to below 9,000. The older Union 
Committees remain unaltered with a maximum populatitm of 28,243 and a 
maximum area of 19 square miles. The numb(.*r of meetings averagcul about 
7 during the year, and the numl)er of nuunbrn’s abmit 8. 

The total income of the Union Committees, exclusive of tin* o])ening 
balance, increase I l)y Hs. 30,768, and the t(jlal exp(.mditur(f by Us. 28,79!) 
as against l.'^t year’s inci-ease of Hs. 27,153 and Rs. 26,686, respectively. 
The total closing balance was Rs. 28,056. Receipts from self-taxation under 
section il8C of the Local Self-Government Act, which last year were 
quadrupled, rose this year from Rs. 14,606 to Rs. 18,125. The thrim Union 
Committees in Hirbhnm continue to be conspicuous in the use of tlu^se powers, 
raising Rs. 7,528 out of the provincial total. Six Union (Jommittees in 
Jessore raised Rs. 3,255. Two unions in llooghly and two in Khulna 
recorded i*eceipts from this source for the first time this year. District Hoard 
contributions at varying I’ates still form the bulk of the Union funds. 
Receipts under the Cattle Trespass Act almost doubled in spite of the fact 
that none are yet credited to the seven now unions in the 24-Pargana8. In 
Murshidabad the Aurangabad Union raised a subscription of Rs. 378 from 
the villages, and pidvate contributions wore received by the committees of 
Rajbari and Pangsa in Farid jmr. 

Roads and village sanitation consumed respectively about one-half and 
a third of the total expenditure, while water-supply is the largest of tluj 
smaller items. In the Hurdwan Division special mention is made! of th(! 
interest taken by the Union Committees at Pandua and Dubrajpur in sani 
tation and water-supply. The latter union also paid special attention to the 
troublesome question of encroachments on village roads. A lively interest was 
taken in the roads in the Howrah district. In the Presidency Division special 

n 2 


MMtIngs of 
DiotHot Boordo 
and Local 


Blootlona. 


Powora of Dla* 
triot and Looal 
B oarda. 


Union Commit* 
taea. 



OMp. III. 
PMOTBOTION. 


FlimnolAl 

MSUlt*. 


Pravinolal 

rmtmmrn 


Polio# Pountfo. 


■duootlon. 


ModlooL 


PorHoo. 


50 riKNOAL ADMINIHTKATION KKFOUT. [1914.1916. 

l^rantH won? iiiado hy tlio Dintrict lirKirdK of the 24-Par^na8, Nadia and 
Khulna to unioiiH for expondituro on sanitation. The Patkahari Union 
(Jominittoo in Murshidahad introduoed tube-wells, and the Fiiltala and 
Daulatpur Unions repaired drains. But the most ambitious sclieme reported 
is that of the Bagerhat Union in Khulna for the construction of a pucca 
drain in the Ba^^erhat Bazar at a cost of Us. 3,255, of which Us. 333 was 
spent duriiif? the yesar. The Feni and Akhaura Unions in the (yhittagon^ 
l)i vision continued their arrangements for conservancy. 

23K. The year op(?ned with a balance of Us. 51,19,881 to the credit of the 
District Boards, and the total receipts from all sources amounted to 
Us. 1,00,47,961. 'I'he total oxpf?nditure during the year was Us. 1,08,37,529. 
The closing balance was reduced to Us. 4.3,30,316. The income and t‘xpen- 
diture for the last two years un«lor tin? main heads am shown below : — 
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37 
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239. The increase of Us. 43,620 in r.he incom.? from Provincial rates 
was tln> net outcome of an increase of slightly ovt?r Us. 2 lakhs in the 
Pri'sideney and Burdwan Divisions set otF against tleerease in all three 
divisions of K.a8t«?rn Bengal. Bad »;olleotions in this area, espt?cially in the 
Dacca Division, were due to the failure of croj?s as well as tin* fall in the 


price of jute cons»'quent on the outbreak of war. 

210. 'I’ln* in*tt iTcoipt from potimls diminished by Us. 8,S64 shows the 
result in contrast with last year of a decrc'ase of ovi*r Us. 14,139 in tin' 
Kastern Bengal divisions and an increase in tin? Burdwan and the Presidency 
Divisions, 'riie Uajshahi Division shows the least satisfactory results 
with a decrease of over Us. 6,000 in receipts, notwithstanding an increase of 
23 pounds, 'riie general explanation offered is the failiin? to realise arreai's. 

241. The d»*creas(* of Us. 3,23,472 in the income under this head was 
due mainly to decrease in the Government grant for the construction of 
primary school buildings, and affects all districts with the i‘xception of 
Mymensingh and Tippera. 

242. 'riiere was an increase of Us. 10,368 under “ Medical ” duo t(? 
swi'llings from Government and private contributions and endowments. 
Government contributions amounted to Us. 31,782. Private contributions 
.amounted to approximately half of the to'^al receipts and represent an 
increase of Us. 8,262 on last year. 

243. There was a nett decrease of Us. 9,863 in ferry receipts, the result of 
an increase of over Us. 15,000 in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions and 
a decrease of over Us. 25,000 in the Eastern Bengal Divisions. A decrease 
of over Us. 7,000 in the Dacca Division is largely nominal, being duo to the 
fact that the Narayanganj-Munshiganj ferry was leased out to the India 
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General Navigation and Kailway Company for Ka. :?,600 p»‘r yoar for five 
years, the Company bearing ail ex)>on8es, incliuling the upkeep of a steain- 
launch, whereas in previous years it was leased out to private [KM'sons at rents 
varying from Ks. 8.000 to Us. 10,000, the Hoard having to maintain a ferry 
steamer at their own cost. A decrease of t)ver Ks. 6,()00 in the (Uiittagong 
Division and of over Ks. 18,000 in the Kajsiiahi Division is attrihuteil to the 
tiepression in the jute trader with eonsequont falling oH* in tralKc and the 
failunt of farmers to realize arrears on account of ha I crops. 

244. No loans wen‘ raised by any District Hoard during the year under 
review. 

KXPKMU'JTKK. 


245. All th(‘ divisions showed increased expenditure on account of 
administration, the total increase being Ks. 17,970. Periodical incn'inent of 
pay, grain compensation allowanct', travtdiing allowances of members, and 
office expenses in connection with the distribution of <]uinin(‘ wer»* the main 
factors to which the risi* is attributed. The p«*rcentagi‘ of expen liture on 
administration charges ranged from 1*9 in Dinajpur to 5*1 in Nadia, as against 
a ipiniinum of 1*6 and a viaximum of 3*6 last year. 

240. Hy far the greater part of the increase of Ks. .‘t,. ‘hi ,000 in the* Hoard 
Educational charges was again due to increased expiMulitun* under tin* suh- 
hea<ls “ Mainti*nanc»* and Management of Primary S<dnK»ls ” and “ Grants-in- 
aid,” and was met out of the allotnnmts received from the lmp(*.rial grants for 
Primary e<lucation. These allotnn'nts were spent mainly («i the (nmstruc- 
tion and equipment of Primaiy school buildings and in (uihaneing the pay 
of toachei’S. The number of Lower Primary 8oho»>lH maintaiinsl and ai<led 
by the Hoards increased to 20,404, despite a falling oil* in the Hurdwan 
Division <lu(' to bad h(*alth and damaged crops. tipper Primary schools 
continued to decline slowly in popularity, falling from 2,957 to 2,905. The 
proportion of cxpendituri* on the maintenance ami management of Primary 
schools to the total cost of education was 27*7 p<n* cent., and on grants-in-aid, 
the bulk of which was conferred on Primary 8chfK.>la, 55*2 per c<!nt. 
Expendituns tm Middle Vernacular schools incr<<as(*d approximately from 
Ks. 78,500 to Ks. 80,000 and on scholarship from Ks. 38,803 to Ks. 39,174. 

'riio progress in respect of Muhammadan education and the (ulucation 
of gilds was maintained, and there was a rapid increase in the numb(‘r of 
Muhammadan gilds at Primary schools. In Dacca, for instance*, the number 
of Muhamma<lan pupils in schools under the Hoard rose from 39,339 (includ- 
ing 8,177 girls) to 42.9,53 in the year undre report of wdiom no less than 
10,087 were girls. 'I’lie number of girls reading in the Lower J’rimary schools 
maintained and aided by District Hoards was 1.51,721 as compared with 
148,154 in the preceding year. 

217. Techni<;al schools under tin* Dist-rict Hoanis were not altogether a 
success, nie MidnafKjre Technical School was abolished, while it. is doubtful 
if the Hurdwan T<*chnical Schtxd, now refused Itirther affiliation for its Sub- 
over8(?or classes, will survive much longer. Sul)-over8c«>r class(*s w«*re 
closed in the Kajshahi Technical School. The Elliot Artizan School main- 
tained by the District Hoard of Tippera showed poorer cxamin.ation results 
in spite of a considerable increase in cost, and the Hanamali Technical School 
at Palma proved a heavy drain on the resources of the Hoard. The fitting 
of the newly constructed workshop for the Kashikishorc Technical School at 
Mymensingh was almost finished. The Weaving School at Malda was 
provincialized, and the Mymensingh District Hoard consented to vest the 
control of their Weaving School at Tangail in the Education Department. 
The Hoard decided to construct a new school building, hostel and masters' 
quarters for this institution. Government sanctioned the ojiening of a 
Weaving School at Pabna as an experiment for one year. The Chittagong 
District Board aided the Weaving School at Cox’s Hazar, which is now 
popularizing the fly-shuttle loom among the local Magh weavers. The 
Rangpur District Hoard paid Rs. 4,100 to the Hayley-Gobindalal Technical 
School. Considerable enterprise was again shown by District Boards in the 
grant of scholarships to industrial and special schools outside the district, 
such as the Serampore Weaving School, the Deaf and Dumb School, Calcutta, 
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nml fitljor iiihtitutious. Tlio silk imiustry of Midnaporo continued to benefit 
fnmi the teaching ol tlio Sericultural Nursery at Sabong, while the example 
set by this iiibtitution in veiretablo gardening is lieing followed by neighbour- 
ing cultivatorM. 

218. 'I'lie total increaHi! under this head amounted to Rs. 1,60,372, of 
which Rh. 1,31,527 was on account of medical charges, and Ha. 28,845 on 
account of sanitation and vaccination. All divisions shared in the increase. 
Th(‘ niinibm' of disisnisaries aided or maintained by the Boards was 160 and 
213, respectively, as against 165 and 205 last year. Sixteen dispensaries 
niaintiiim-d by the District lloird of Mymensingh wore maile over to managing 
coiiimittees receivinjf annual grants from the Boiird. Twelve additional 
ilispensarii'H were made a charge on the* District Hoards of the Burdwan 
Division, 'fliree new dispensaries were o])ened in the Nadia district. The 
Dacca District Hoard incurretl incroasetl expenditure of over Hs. 31,000 in 
connection with new dispensary buildings and in improvements to old. Two 
new dispi-nsaries wen> openeil in Hakarganj and a grant of Hs. 6,00i) made 
by the Hoiird to the Begum Hospital at l^ituakhali. Increased charges of 
over Hs. 0,00!) were incurreil by the (Mnttagong District Boanl in (establishing 
a new disp(‘iisary and (‘iihancing grants-in-aid. Te«nporary dispmisarios. for 
the treatiiKMit of malarial fever and chohu-a epidemics wen; again maintained 
in Burdwan and Hirblium. private charity enabling one of those in Burdwan to 
be maintained throughout theyiuir. A floating dispensary worked in Burdwan. 
Spi>cial arrangemenfs for medical attimdance at markets wen; made in the 
districts of Slymensingh and Hakarganj. Libm-al use was made I13' District 
Boards of sn|)tu‘numerary and temporary doctors sent out to villages to eopc^ 
with (‘pidemics. ('ontributions wen> again made by cc*rtain District Hoards 
to the Hasteiir institute at K*asauli, and scholarships were given to stinlents 
from SOUK' of the districts at tin* (Campbell Mislical School in Calcutta and 
tin* Dacca Medical School. 

'Phe value of iiuinine sold during thc! year thi’oiigh vtmdors of all classes 
incrc'ased from Hs. 1!),I53 to Hs. 15,f)31 in the Presidency Division and from 
Hs. 12,t)58 to Hs. 17,57 I in the Burdwan Division. While! the greati'r part of 
till' sales was still through post ollices, the scrvii’cs of other classi's of agi'iits 
in closi'r touch with the village :ind the marki't jilaci^ were also enlisted. 
(h)n.siderabli' sums wcri' spent by various District Boards during tin' year on 
free distribution of (piinine, notably Hs. Itt.OOO in IMidnapori', and Hs. 5,00t) 
in Hangpur. In some cases tliis free distribution was made through dispen- 
saries ; in others by the Hoard’s doctors direct to villagers in malaria-st rick(Mi 


areas. 

246. 'I’he expenditure on sanitation showed an increa.se of Hs. 30, 501, 
which was shaivd by all divisions except Chitttigong. 'riie most usi'ful work 
ri'porti'd under this head was the maintenanco of conservancy arrangements 
in small townships and at important rural fairs, often through tl^e agency of 
Union (hunmittees. Excavation of silted-up khals was undertaken by the 
Kishon'ganj Local Hoai’d. For the rest expenditure was limited to petty 
schemes of jungle-clearing and ditch-lilling in accordance with local needs. 
The District Board of 24-Parganaa inci'oasod the number of Sanitary Inspec- 
tors from 1 to 3, while tlie District Board of Dinajpnr created three 
appointments for Sanitary Inspectors, one for each subdivision, two of which 
woi*e lilh'd during the periixl under review. The latter Board continued to 
maintain a Health OtHcer at the Haiganj Bandar. The District Boards of 
Bankura. Mymensingli, Pabna and Malda appointed one Sanitary Inspectoc 
each during the year. No such appointment was created in the Chitta- 
gong Division, although sanitaiy committees were formed in all these 
districts. The post sanctioned for a Sanitary Inspector in Jessore remained 
vacant at the end of the year. 

250. The increase of Rs. 14,676 in the expenditure on veterinary pur- 
poses was shared by all divisions with the exception of Chittagong, where, 
however, an increase of Rs. 1,000 in contributions to Government for the pay 
of veterinary assistants resulted also in an increase of the full charges for 
veterinary service. Two appointments of veterinary assistant made last year 
by the Hakarganj District Board were filled during the year. Two veteri- 
nary assistants wore appointed this year by the Boards of Pabna and 
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MuiHliidubad, and oiio eacli by tlio.sp ol the 24-Pai*gana8, Nadia, tlossoro, 
Burdwan and Bankura. Tlu' appointinout o{ an attendant at the Myniensingh 
Veterinary Hospital led to a large increase in the iminber of in-patients. The 
District Board of Bakarganj acixuired a site for a vt'terinary hosxiital in Barisal 
at a cost of ovt‘r, Bs. lI.tHK), and tloculod to construct a sniali dispensary 
building with quartei's for tlie. veterinary assistant at each outlying sub- 
division. Scholarships tenable at the Belgaohia Veterinary (\jlh'ge were 
again awarded by some of the District Boiinls. E\p(Miditur<‘ of over 
Us. 2,(KK) was incurred by the Boards in the Dacca Division in the main- 
tenance of bulls for breeding purposes. 

251. A total increase of Us. 13.7.‘>,il50 in the e.\penditur<‘ on Civil Works 

is attributable to fuller utilization by the Boards of tin' Public Works (Jt'ss 
transfernnl in TIu'e.xpenditnre on “ ('ommunieations — Original Works” 

increased from Us. 14,<}5,89.5 to Us. 20, 38, 005, ami on ‘‘ Communications — 
Uepairs” from Us. 19,97,571 to Us. 28.58,000. The mileage of metalled, 
unmetalled and village roals at the close of tins yt'ar was 1,880, 18,224 and 
15,007, respectively, sliowing an increase of .80, 1()1 and -450 miles. Particular 
attention was pi'iid to the prevention of encrcKiehineiits on tin' roads by the 
Distvict Boards of Birbhttm and Hooghly. Tin* percentage' (»[ la])ses to allot- 
ments was reduced from 15)'9-4 to 18’i for the whole Province. 

252. E.Kpenditure ')n wat»‘r-sn|)ply, which last yi'ur ros<! by Us. 1^ lakh, 
showed a furtlu'r increasi' of Us. 2,25,892, this being niadi' up of Us. 2,18,886 
t>n account of original works, ainl Us. 6, .550 on a(‘Connt of repairs. 'I’o this 
increase th<3 Chittagong Division contribnft*d clos«* on .a lakh in all, the 
Presidency, Dacca and Uajshahi Divisions appro.xiinately half a lakh each, 
while in the Burdwan Division an actual de(!rcast* in charg»*s under this h*?a(i 
is barely countc'rbalanceil by expeinliture in Burdwan on wat<‘r-sn[)ply innh r 
the head “Sanitation.” WtirUs undertakt'ii were, as before, tlie excavation, 
renewal and ch*aran(;o of tanks and the sinking of wells. Exi'cpt in a few 
districts, the preparation of water-supply registers and maps was com])leted. 
The water-supply schcim.'s iu Bankifa ami Midnapore were hampered I'y the 
unwillingiu'ss of villagers to contribute the one-third shan* of the cost, wliih' 
in tlu' districts of .Murshidal'ad ami the 2-4-Parganas propt'sals for the 
improvement of private tanks ou oortam conditions and for the ext'avation 
of new tanks on land made over to the Boai'ds for the purpose did not prove 
a success owing to the reluctance of pr(»prictors t*> ent«*r into agreements 
with the Bt>ard. In the Chittagong Division, however, an increased number 
of applications for grants-in-aid hy owners of private tanks was reccsived. 
The District Boards were advised after the close of the y(*ar to make parti- 
cular use of their resources during the year 1915-16 from the Public Works 
Cess on the e.xcavation of tanks. 

258. The expenditure on drainage showed an increase of Us. 32,180, 
which was contributed mainly by the Presidency, Chittagong and Uajshahi 
Divisions. Cut of the above total the Tippera Board spent about Us. 25,000 
and the Noakhali Boanl .about Us. 12,000 on the clearing of khals and drains, 
while the District Boards of N.adia and the 24-P.arganas contributed Us. 2,400 
each for preliminary surveys in connection with the improvtnnont of the rivers 
Bagerkhal and Jumna. 

254. Expenditure on arboriculture decrcasetl l)y Us. 4,275. The District 
Bo.ai’ds of Dacca, Bakarganj and Malda spent nothing on the planting of trees. 
The Midnapore Baard, thougli doing considerably less than last year, still 
.incurred the highest expenditure (Us. 4,000) and ])lantod now trees along 27 
miles of road. The District Board of B<ankura began the working out of a 
ten-year plan submitted to the Director of Agriculture last year, and a 
sub-overseer was deputed by the District Board of Birbhum to Sibpur for 
training in arboriculture. Steady, if somewhat slow, progress in roadside 
tree-planting was made by several other district s. 

255. The construction of the Ahmad pur-Katwa Light Railway was begun 
by Messrs. McLeofl & Co. duidng the year in Burdwan and Birbhum. 
In the Midnapore district the Bengal-Nagpur Railway obtained permission 
to undertake a detailed survey for a broad-gauge lino from Belda to Contai, 
and the question of the construction of lines from Panskura to Tamluk 
and Chandrakona to Ghatal was under the consideration of Government. 
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The Barauat-IiuHirliat Light UaiUvay in tho 24-Parganas was extended a 
little over a mile by the removal of the terminus from Pattipukur to Belgacbia, 
and tho Railway Board sanctionod the construction in this district by 
Messrs. McLeod & i’o. of a railway on tho 2'-6" gauge from Kalighat to 
Fulta. a distatiee of 2b milos. In Khulna tho concession granted by the Rail- 
way Board to Mr. N. (3. Dutt for constructing the Khulna Bagorhat Railway 
was withdrawn, and the question of granting it to another firm was under 
the consideration of (loveriiment. In Faridpur tho proposal made by 
Messrs. Martin & (Jo. for the construction of a light railway between Pangsa 
and Boalmari was dropped as the Company declined to accept the guarantee 
of Rs. 32,(K>B oH’ered by the Board. 'Fho District Board of Bakarganj had 
under consideration proposals made by the same Company for the construction 
of a light railway in the Bhola subdivision connecting Klsaghat with Lalmohan. 

2.5b. The t«)tal closing balance of the District Boards (excluding deposits) 
<huM'(!asod from Rs. bH,3b,l77 to Rs. .31,17,84H. Of tdiis closing balance Rs. 2 
lakhs still consists of the Nawi and kSiinti grants lying unspent with the 
District Bojvnl of the 24-ParganaH. A further actual balance of over Rs. 3 
lakhs was contril>ur(; I by this Board, due partly to a largo working balance 
retained in conuection with a triennial programme,* and excess of receipts 
over estimates on account of provincial rates. Mymetisingh, Midnapore and 
Bunlwan also returned actual i>alan<H‘.s of «kver Rs. 3 lakhs, and liv’e other 
districts of ovt^r one lakh each. Besides tho actual balanc(«, cheques to tho 
value of over a lakh remained uncashed in Myniensingii. On the other hand, 
in Bakarganj expenditure by the District Board almost up to budget allot- 
numts, eou]>h‘<l with a decrease on estiniat»'s in cess receipts during tho year, 
rtuluced tlu' Bt^ird's closing balance to Rs. 7,018 as against a budgeted 
balau(*e of Rs. lb, .507. .Vs, liowever, the balance of debt heads alone (con- 
tractors’ (h'posits, etc.) ameiinted «)n 31st March lbl.5 to Rs. 20,700, the 
District Board had in etlect encroached on these to the extent of Rs. 13,882. 
i»r, in other words, (dosed with a d(d)it balance of that amount. 


Volunteers. 

2.57. The total number of V'olunteors and Reservists during the year 
1911-15 was 8,39b, of whom 8,059 qualified as eilicients. Sanctimi was 
accorded during the year to the addition of two new companies to the Ist 
Battalion of the (Jalcutta Volunt(*cr Rifles and of two new’ hoad-qiiarter troops 
to the (Calcutta Light Horse. 

258. In connection with the Kuropoau war, sanction was accorded by 
the doverninent of India to the formation of a Volunteer Mobile Battery of 
ArtilliM-y of six 1.5-pr. B. L. guns for service overseas and tho establishment 
was recruittHl from the (Jossipore Ai’tillery Volunteers and (Calcutta Port 
Defence Voluntet'rs. The Oovernmont of India also approved ‘of this now 
Battery being designated the Calcutta V’olunteer Battery.” 

259. The formation of a Scottish (Kilto 1) Battalion of Volunteers to be 
designated ‘‘ (Calcutta Scottish Volunteers ” was also sanctioned by the Gov- 
ernment of India duxdng the year under review’. 

Marine. 

(t) Aiiimui Heport of the Tort Officer, Calcutta, 1914-15. 

(2) Aiiiiuttl Report of the Port Officer, Chittagong, 1914-15. 

(3) Aninuil Report on Shipping Offices. 1914-15. 

(4) Annual Report of the Health Officer of the Port of Calcutta, 1914. 

(5) Administration Report of the Agent for Ooveriiineut Consignments, 1914-16. 

(tk) Anniiiil Re}>ort of the Bengal Smoke- nuisances Commission, 1914-15. 

(7) Adininistratioii Reinirtof the Port CoininiHsionerH, Calcutta, 1914-15. 

(8) Administration Report of the Howrah Brid|^^ 1914-15. 

(9) AdniiiiiRtration Report of the Port Coiniiktssionerri, Chittagong, 1914*15. 

(10) Aiintial Report of the Bengal Steam -tioiler Commission, 1914-1.5. 

PORT OF CALCUTTA, 

260. There w’ere 53 pilots and 13 leadsmen apprentices in the service. 
Two branch pilots retired and 1 died during the year under report. One 
first mare leadsman resigned and I leadsman apprentice was recruited 
from England. 
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261. Pilotage receipts amouiiteil to Rs. 13, 14, ‘601 against Rs. 14,63,822 
a.ml Rs. 15,33,'i73 in the two preceding years. 

262. The numher of vt'ssels entering and leaving the port was 1,431 
and 1,451 representing gross tonnagi^ of 6, 006, ,581 and 6, 01)1), 433 against 1,641) 
and 1.651) vessels represtniting gross tonnage of 6,926,817 and 6,961,807, 
n58| ectlv»‘ly, in the previous year. The numher of inward and outwanl 
V(‘8sels drawing over 21 feet was 401 and 827 against 386 ainl 995 vessels, 
respectively, in the in'oceding year. 

263. There were 24 groim lings against 20 and 1 et)llisions against 2 
in the previous year. Of the cases of groundings 9 were acciih'ntal, 3 
were of slight natun*. 1 was due to alteration of chiinin*! and in 7 eases 
the pilot was not to Maine. In thi‘ I'emainiiig cases 1 grounding was due 
to carelessness to negligence and 2 to (U’rors of judgment on the part of 
the pilot. Two of the cases of collisions wi're accidental ; in the remaining 
2 the pilot was not to blame. 

Seven sfiecial and 3 DepartnuMital (.'OUrts of Knipiiry were hehl iluring 
the year. No Marine Court of Rn(|uiry under Act XII of 1859 (The Calcutta 
Pilots Act, 1859) was held. 

• 264. Thirty-five out of 93 candidates passinl the e.xaniinations for Certi- 
ficates of Competency as Alast-.'r. Mate, Knginoer or Kngine-driver of seagoing 
ships, and 177 out of 6 )4 canditlates passed the examinations f*»r Inland 
Certificates as h'irst or Second Class Master, Serang^ Kngineer or Kngino- 
•di’ivor. 


265. Tlie schuine for tie' lighting of the riv«*r Ilooghly between Mud 
Point and Saugor for t!ie purpose of navig.ition by night, which was sanc- 
tioned last year, was cofTipleted during the year and the restriction against 
night navigation in that stn'tch of the river was with Irawn, For tin! present 
■only outward liound v'essels are pormitte<l to use the lighted channels. W’hen 
the war is over the permission will bo extended to inward bound vessels. 


I’OKT OF CfllTTAOO.NO. 

266. The number of vessels that Biitercd and left the port was 714 
inclusivo of -12.) inlaml steamers and 70,5 inclusive of 41,5 inland steamers 
roiiresenting a gross tonnage of 618,622 and 617,85,5 as compared with 753 
vessids, including 378 inland steamers and 742 vessels including 378 inland 
steamer roprosenting gross tonnage of 797.332 and 792,489, r«!spectivi!ly, in 
the preceding •year, 

267. There were two groundings and one vessel was totally lost. 

268. Out of 126 candidates 57 passi! 1 the examinatums for Inland 
Certificates of Competency as First or Second Class Master, Sevang or 
Engine-drivsr. 


SHIPPING OPFICKS AT CALCOTT.V AND KIDDUKPOUB. 

269. The receipts of the Shipping Olficos amounted to Rs. 1,04,854 and 
the expenditure to Rs. 61,509 against Rs. 1,23,047 and Rs. 69,875, respec- 
tively, in the previous year. 

270. The number of seamen shipped and discharged was : — 


Articlen of agreoincnt. 

1913-14. 

1914-15. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Shipped — 

European 

832 

1,170 

338 


Indian 

47,315 

43,790 

• . 

3,525 

Discharged — 

Enroxiean 

1,018 

1,427 

409 

• • S 

Indian 

43,536 

38,368 

s s * 

5,168 


The number of Anglo-Indians shipped on European and Indian articles 
was 81 and 475 against 76 and 484* respectively, in the preceding year. 

271. Sixty-five seamen were repatriated during the year against 98 in 
I*)! 2-1,3. 
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( IllTTA'lON’i} SIlIPFIMi OFFICE. 

272. 'I’lio ri.'o iipts of i liM Ship Miig Offico ainountod to 

Rh. and tlic c.Kpfiidif un* !.•) R.s, H22 ngaiiiKt Rs. 905 and Rs. 756, roapec- 
tivoly, in tlio provioiia y»*ai’. 

'I’ho nuniboi’ of soainoii Hhipp**<I and diHcI)arg<*d waa 211 and 619 
against 197 and 61-1, n'spcoi iv«*!y. in fc'io piuivious yoar. 

m:\i.Tn of tiik pout of CALcrTTA. 

271. 'I’lif iiiiuiIht of iiiwai'l and tuitward h )un I \fss(>ls in.spt,*c*tod by 
thf lloalili OllicT was 192 an I 668 against, t)97 and 748, rosneotivoly. in 
19i;5. 

'I’ln* niiMibt'cs of crows and piss.Mig*-TS passed or rfjoctod wcoMi : — 





Hejected. 

OutwanI bound v«*ssels .. 

f Crew 

1 Passengers 

• • • dI 
.. 16,439 

98 

61 

Jnvvai*d bouial vessels ... • 

[ Crew 

... 34,762 


1 Pas.se ngers 

... 16,130 

... 


275. Kuropcan sraincn .admitted into hospitals were 635, of whom* 13 
tlitsl against 6l7 admissions and 6 <loaths in 1913. There were 76 cases of 
v(!ncreal diseases against 106 in <he past year. The number of deaths at sea 
was 3 against 8 in 1913. 

Tlio numlier of tletiths among Asiatic seamen was 188 or 7*27 as compared 
with 1 72 or 6*65 per inille in 1913. iSixty“.six deaths wore from cholera and 
49 from drowning. , 

276. 'riiroe cases of small-pox, 1 cases of chicken-pox and 9 cases 
of measles were roporto<l to have occurred on sea-going vessels. In the 
former cases the patients were removed to the Campbell Hospital and the crew 
vaccinated. Two cases of cholera were also removed from sea-going vessels. 
The vessels affected were disinfected. 

Revised and consolidated rules were issued under the Indian Ports Act 
1908, for the guidance of Masters of vessels and Port Health Officers for 
preventing the spread of infectious diseases by means of ships entering or 
leaving the ports of Hcngiil. 

AGENCY FOIt GOVERNMENT CONSIGNMENTS. 

277. The total receipts of the agency were Rs. 4,10,133 and the expen- 
diture Rs. 3,82,713. 

278. The tonnage dealt with was — 

Packages ... ... 334,225 (including 31,399 fire-bricks). 

Tons ... ... 27,624 

The value of tlie freight bills passed by the Agency was Rs. 3,47,216. 

BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES CO.\lMISSION. 

279. The Inspoctots of the Department made 9,101 observations of 
smoke emission agaitist 6.119 in the previous year. They inspected 5,682 
factories against 4,269 in 1913-14, imparting instruction to the stokers and 
testing fuel ainl appliances. 

'File average omission of smoke of greatest density per hour was further 
retluced during the year from 1*74 to 1*66. 

Kxperiojice has sliown it to be necessary to <amend the Act in order to 
deal suitably with the nuisance caused by ocean-going steamers prior to leaving 
moorings, by the cliimneys of clubs and hotels, by lime kilns constructed 
bel'ori' the Act came into force and by persona manufacturing coke in open 
fires. Hill to amend the Smoke-nuisances Act is now before the Bengal 
Legislative (Jouncil. 

For'.y-one statutory warnings were nerved by the Commission with 
goo<l results. Prosecutions were instituted in 38 cases, resulting in convic- 
tion in all except 2 cases of coke-making which had to be withdrawn as the 
offenders could not be found. 
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Certificates of competency issued to stokers wlio passed tlio requisito 
examinations during the year, were 29 against 3 in the preceding year. 

CALOrrTA PORT TRUST. 

280. The income of the Calcutta Port Trust was Ks. 1,44,50.8-19 and the 
expenditure Rs. 1,5.5,88,840. The deficit of Rs. 10,88,491 was due to loss of 
traffic arising out of the war. In order to make good the loss in revenue the 
Commissionei-s were authorised to levy, as a temporary measure from the let 
February 1915, additional charges on goods (excluding ot)al and pig iron) and 
on the shipping of the port. 

281. The Commissioners were authorised to raise a debenture loan of one 
crore of rupees l)earing interest at <l rate not exceeding 4 p(M‘ cent, per *innum 
repayable in 60 years for expenditure on Capital Works. .The expenditurii on 
Capital account during the year amounted to Rs. 86,86.618. 

282. - The following were the more im{)ortant works in progress : — 

Further extension of Calcutta jetties, No. 9 .letty herth and transit 

shed. 

Double-storeyed warelmuse for inland vessels traffic at dagannath Ghat. 

. • Removal and reconstruction of yaugor Lighthouse. 

Provision of 100 additional covered goods wagons. 

Now general berth Nt). 29 with double- storeyed transit slied in Dock 
No. 2. 

Now four-storeyed warehouse for sah? of teas (rail-l>orno) and general 
morchan<lise. 

Extension of Electric Power House. 

Carrying the Port Trust Railway lines by means of a subway under 
the Calcutta approach road to the Howrah Rriilge. 

‘Sanction was also given to the construction of five now riverside 
berths at Garden Roach, as part of the Calcutta Port Improve- 
ment Scheme, recommended by the Port Facilities Enquiry 
Committee. 

288. The capital debt of the Trust at the end of tlie year stood at 
Rs. 11,44,89,855 against which the Commissioners hold properties valued at 
Rs. 18,06,11,586. The amount of Sinking Fund was Rs. 15,28,066. 

284. The following table shows in detail the income ami expenditure 
of the Trust during the year with those of the previous year : — 
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lucoiutf. 

Expendi- 

ture, 

Nett 

Revenue. 

Nett 

deflclt. 

Income. 

Expoiidi- 

ture. 

Nett 

Revenue, 

Nutt 

ileflclt. 

liicroaHO. 

Dc*croaee. 

• 

lu. 

1 Re. 

Rs. 

Re. 

lU. 

Re. 

Re. 

Re. 

Re. 

lU. 

i.— Oontrol 

67.690 

20.67,174 

9,57,149 


8,89,459 

20,157 

10,28,992 

... 

10,08.135 

1,18,676 


1I«— ••• ••• ••• 

10,44,852 

9,92,822 

... 

24,51 126 

12,42.595 

19,08,581 

■■v 

8, 16,909 

III.— Toa Warehouse 

2,22.258 

1,18,068 

1,08.280 

... 

2,25,086 

4,87,546 

1.27,700 

98,877 

... 

5,018 


IV.— Petroleum Wharf ... 

4,26,287 

39,685 

8,86,604 

... 

47,076 

8,90,470 

... 

8,866 

V.— Tiilaud Vaaaela Wharm 

4,26,070 

1,09,627 

2.27,852 

... 

5.82,444 

8,18.870 

8,09,774 

... 

vet 

82.429 

TL— Rentable land and 

6 8l>,179 

2,04,385 

4,84,767 

••• 

6,71,211 

2,25,649 

4,45,569 

... 

39,218 

bulldlDK. 










VII.— Port 

5.14,001 

6,83.784 

6,38.675 


08,681 

5,88,688 

6,29.298 

... 

83,610 

... 

65,071 

VIII. — Port Approaches 

8,41,097 

... 

1, 57,365 

8,07,033 

7,60,260 

•6,773 


... 

8.04,186 

IX.— Railway 

13.90.S65 

13,91,047 


1,582 

15,62.971 

14,03,809 

88,99,793 

1.39,168 

••• 

... 

1.40,759 

X.— Wet Docks ... 

45,05.515 

33,20.528 

11,84,087 

45,84.501 

11,84,778 

... 

60,209 


Xf.— Dry Docks 

9.71,218 

75,H1S 

1,95,405 

... 

2,31,529 

77,169 

1,54,867 

... 

41,038 


XU.— Ferry Service 

8,84,987 

8.61,186 

83,801 

••• 

8,78,774 

3,60,477 

18.297 

... 

5,504 


XIIL— River dnea 

20,08,123 

,,, 

80.98,1S8 

... 

84,65,099 

... 

94,65.099 

... 

8,66,690 

XIV.— Speciitl war ■urcliargea 

5.11.711 

17,801 


5.11,711 

... 

... 

... 


... 

5,11.711 


Sale of nneurvlceable matertala 


17.801 

... 

40,83'« 

... 

49,886 

... 

82,587 

OoDtrlbution from Howrah 
Bridge. 

Inteniet on Revenue Rewrve m. 

24.751 

... 

24,751 

... 

95,565 

... 

95.585 

... 


884 

77.678 


. 77,678 

•a. 

1,98,066 

... 

1,98,066 



50.868 

Amount payable by Oapitai to 
Revenne Account of haulage 
and maintenance of rolliDg 
atoek. Inoluding eetabliah- 
ment employed on reclama- 
tion work! chargeable to 
Capital. 

loterwt on bank balance 

80.412 


80,418 


57,888 


57,688 

1 


99,'594 




1 

... t 

Or. 2. 161 


Or, 9,161 

M. 

47,857 

••e 

47,857 

40,518 


Xntoreet and elnklng fund 

... 1 

62.46.690 


62,46t690 


60,05,763 

aaa 

60,05,769 


8.4*6*088 

chargee. 

Ooniribatlon to Depredation 

1 

1,00,000 

aaa 

1,00.000 

... 

1,00,000 

„ 

1,00,000 

eee 

••• 

fnnd. 










Reconitmotlon of Jetty ot 60 

••• 

5,401 

aea 

5,401 

... 

695 

M. 

695 

Ma 

4,776 

It. river entmnee. 









Total ... 

1 

1,44.50,340 1,55.38.840 

1 

64.0e,§24 

74,97,015 

1,5148.435 

1,56,61,451 

6M*<4TI 

71,65, 480 

•,58.411 

I4.06,886 


lnoom« and 
axpanditura. 


Oapital 

axpanditui-a. 


Impoi^kant 

wonka. 


Capital dap • 


PInanalal 

naault. 
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2Sr». 'I’lii* (Calcutta I’ort Aut, ISi)!*. wuh am lali'J tu provide for the grant 
of iicnsioii oil retimiu-nt to V’ice-CUairmen who were not Government 
HorvaniH previous to their a.ipointmont to the Trust. 


iiowuAH uhilk;k. 

The ineotne of the Bridge was Us, 1,77,275 and the expenditure 
l{s. 2.17,2H ) ajfuitisf Us. 1,1)8,748 and Us. 2.21,850, resp-etively, in the preced- 
ing year, resulting in a di'ficit of Us. 40,005. The receipts from tin* terminal 
payal)h‘ on tdie ifowr.ih tralHc of the Kast Indian llailway amounted to 
Us. 1.57. .■148 agaiii'it Us. 1,72,88(1 in 11)1.‘1-14. Tiu» decrease is due to the 
falling oil* in railway trallie on account of the war. 

'rin* Bridge was op med on 21)7 fKicasions, 59 hy day and 238 at night;. 
3,372 vessels passed through the Howruli Bridge against 3,607 vessels in the 
past year. 


CHlTTAOONll POUT TRUST. 


287. d’he ordinary receipts of the Port Fiiml during 1914-15 amounted to 
Us. 1,98,437 as against Us. 2.35,758 of the preceding year. The <lecrease is 
due partly to the dislo(;ation of I he trade caused hy the war and partly to the 
state of the shoals in the river Karnafuli. A grant of Us. 1,.50,000 was given 
hy Government for the improvement of the Poll. 

Till' e.xpenditure amounted to Us. .‘>,1)0,550 as against Us. 3,02,456 in the 
preceding year. 'I’he increase is mainly dm* to the expemliture of Us. 93,24& 
under “ Port ” on account of maintenance of revetment, cost of rejiairs to 
huoys and chains, share of fees paid to Sir F. Spring, construction of two 
steel pontoons ami grabs and a wooden harge, and cost of land for a coal 
depot. 

The value of the Port Commissioners’ properties, including lighthouses, 
laml works (tinished and in progn'ss), etc., was estimated on Slat March 
1915 to he Us. .‘14,95,931 and the. liahilitios without the loans taken from 
Government for ri'vetnu'nt work amounted to Us. 1,30,408. 

288. Th" total value of sea-borne trade, both foreign and coasting, 
imports and exports, amounted to Us. 740‘66 lakhs as against Us. 1,026‘5(> 
lakhs in the prect'ding year. 

289. d'he ln'alth of the port was giMnl. 


290. The Chittagong Port Commissiom'rs Act, 1887, was repealed hy a 
new (.Ihittagong Port Act. 1911, which was brought into force on the Ist duly 
1914. Some of the re.gular periodic services of coasting and inland steamers 
calling at Chittagong wen', however, exempted for the presi'nt from the 
operation of section 43 of the new Act which provides for thf^ compulsory 
list' of till' jetties, etc., provided by the Port Commissioners, Chittagong, or the 
Assam-Bt'ugal Uailway. 

291. Sanction was given to the proposal of the Commissioners to raise 
the river dues from 2 to 4 annas per ton and to levy a surcharge of 25 per 
cent, on account of hire of moorings and hauling in and out of moorings 
as a temporary measure from 1st April 1915 to meet the loss of revenue due 
to dt'crease of traffic owing to the war. 


BUNOAL STEAM-BOILER COMMISSION. 

292. The Bengal Steam-boilers and Prime Movers Act, 1879, was 
amended in ortler to remove certain defeats in the Act. 

293. The total number of boilers on the registers for Calcutta and other 
places within the jurisdiction of the Commission was 5,568 against 5,351 
in the previous year. 

The number of boilers inspected and certified was 5,030 (mcluding 35 
boilers in Calcutta and 371 in the inufastal twice presented for examination) 
against 4,279 in 1913-14. One hundred and sixty-six boilers in Calcutta and 
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tho mujnssal woro struck (jH* the registers as not having been prt'sented for 
examination for live y»‘ar8 or being removed out of jurisdiction or condemned. 
The remaining 778 boilers wore not presented for inspection, lieing tempo- 
rarily out of use or under repairs. 


WAR SECTION. 

Several matters in connection with war were dealt witli contiden- 
tially in the War Section of the Marine Department. 


Chap. Ill 
PI>OTIOTIO*|. 


Wap. 
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CHAPTER iV— PRODUCTION AND DISTRIDUTION. 


Agrloultupa. 


[Ueport oij tlic A,^i'ioiiItiinil Dcpartiiiciit, fur the year ending 30th Juno 1915.] 

'riu* Srcond l)opuLy Dire<-tor, aftor .‘i months’ training' at Pusa, joined 
at l)acca on tin.' 2!)lh .January 1915, and was placed in charge of the farms 
with the exception of Kalimpong Farm) ami of «lemonstration work in the 
bat'ea, Uhittagong and Rajshahi ilivisions, the First Deputy Director being 
put in charge of the demonstration w«)rk and farms in the two divisions of 
West Bengal, tog«‘ther with the farm at Kalimpong. The development of 
the Department (hmiands a further increasi' in the superior controlling statf 
and the appointment of a Third Deputy Director of Agriculture ; Imt like 
other new schemes this will have to wait till the financial situation improves. 
The formati«)n of a regular cadre for tlm Provincia^^ and Subordinate Agri- 
cultural services has lieen sanctioned, l)ut experience has established the 
necessity of revising the scheme, and the fines on which the revision should 
bo offeiited are now umler consideration. 

2J)6. Only 5 students from Bengal appoareil at the Diploma Examination 
of the Sabour Agricultural Oollege held in March 1915, 4 of whom were 
successful. Two of these have secured appointments under the Government 
of Bihar and Orissa an<l another has been given a temporary appointment 
in this Province. The number of Bengal students in the first, second and 
thinl year classes of the Golloio are .S and 2, r<‘spectively. Tho scheme for 
giving a short course of practical training in scientific agriculture on 
tho Dacca Farm to the sons of landholders noticed in the last year’s 
report, has met with the approval of the Eastern Bengal Landholders’ 
Association, but has not evoked much interest elsewhere. This scheme which 
is now being considered in fuller detail will also liavo to wait for better 
times. Rules relating to the duties of fioldmon-demonstrators were issued 
during tho year under I'oport. These rules provide that a demonstrator will 
umlergo training on an agricultural farm for a year. Some teachers of Guru- 
training and Circle schools have received training in tho subject of ** Nature 
stmly ” at the Dacca Training College. 

297. The Fibre Export concentrated his attention on the important 
question of jute seed selection. At the beginning of the present season he 
had enough seed of his “ pure-line culture ” to sow about 1,0(M) acres, but the 
demand for improved seed has not been as much as was expected. Com- 
parison is being made in many places, between Mr. Finlow’s selected seed 
and the raiyats* seed. It will be necessary to establish a market^ superioidty 
of the “ pure-line cultun' ” seed over tho seed used by the raiyats, before 
a keen demand can bo expected. Mr. Finlow also continued his investiga- 
tions into the manuring of jute. Particular attention was given to the acid 
hkI soils of the Dacca Farm and it has been definitely proved that lime and 
bonemoal together with cowdung pnxluco a marked increase not only in the 
outturn of jute but also of a crop of mustard following it. During this 
season the Filire Expert has also applied bonomeal and lime to tho raiyats' 
fields and the successful results obtained there are likely to carry more 
conviction with the public than results obtained in the farms. The Agricul- 
tural Chemist has been carrying on experiments with certain varieties of 
sugarcane on the Dacca Farm and some encouraging results have been 
obtained. \N ith a view to surveying the canes grown in this Province, 14 
varieties were tried last year at the Dacca Farm. This year 44 other 
varieties from different districts have been added to the number. Steps 
have also been taken to encourage the re-establishment of the industry of 
producing sugar from tho date-palm. Mr. Annett, who has made a special 
study of the subject, made a tour of the central districts of the Presidency 
in order to examine the situation and to advise District Officers and persons 
interested in tho industry as to the action to be taken for increasing the 
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outturn of dato-sugar. A small apparatus is being imported from America piat wirm tiowi 

for the production of maple-sugar. This plant will deal rapidly with the 

juice of a large number of «lato trees. The Economic Botanist completed . , 

the survey of the transplanted aman pa hly of East Bengal and be^n 

testing si'veral kin Is on a practical scale. One of the varieties was tried 

both on the Dacca Farm and in the n.'igblumring cultivators’ fields, and 

very hopeful results followed. Attempts to devise some means of combating 

the ujira disease of rice woi'e continued in the Noakhali and the Dacca 

districts, but no definite results hav(> be<>n obtained. 

2‘.KS. During the year under report the Dit-eetorof Agriculture submitted saHouituM, 
a revised scheme for saving the silk industry in Ben.ral. 'Phe original schomo 
was tosupi»ly all tlie seed-coooons necessary for tin* Province from Government 
nurseries svith a vii'W to eliminate disease, and it was estimated that IS) central 
Government nurseries, with seven rearing-houses in each, would be I’etpiin'd 
for the purpose. In piirsiianoo of tlu^ sclieine, 7 such central nurseries 
have alrea<ly boim est.'lhlished. A census of mulberry fields which was 
taken during the year. howev»*r, showed that 22 central nurseries would be 
required to meet the needs of the whole Province. In consideration of the 
heav/ oo.st of the scheme <ind in view of the fact that the Governments of 
France, Italy, Jaiiau and China do not supply the entire seed i-equired, but 
that the principal (piantity is supplied in those countries through professional 
rearers working under Govm’nmont supervision, the Director of Agricultural 
has proposed in his revised scheme that only one-third of the total demand 
should be reared in Government nurseries and that the remainder should be 


reared by selected pi’ofessional rearers under the supervision of the Agricultural 
Department. The whole question of the future policy in aiding the silk in- 
dustry is held in abeyance pending the result of the enquiries now being con- 
ducted by Mr. H. M. Lefroy, the Imperial Silk Specialist. 

The hybridising experiments, which wore being carried on by 
M. Grangeon before he left for military duty in Franco, are being continued by 
Mr. P. 0. Ohaudhury, Superintendent of the Berhampore Central Nursery. 

These experiments as well as those conducted by Mias Cleghorn are reported 
to give promise of successful results. 

299. Mr. Southwell’s work during the past four years has mainly been sishariM, 
confined to a comprehenoive survey of the fishery problems of the two provinces 
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and is now reaching a stage at which valuable 
results are likely to be obtained. The principal part of the work done hither- 
to has been in connection with carp and htlsa, and the main lines on which 
definite improvements are expected are— increasing the supply of fish by arti- 
ficial cultivation, preserving the existing supply of fish by preventing practices 
which tend to diminish it, and improving the organisation of the fishery 
industry by intro lucing co-operation among fishermen and removing obstacles 
which hindei^the industry. Mr. Southwell’s investigation have brought to 
notice the unsatisfactory conditions under which fishermen carry on their 
industry and the extent to which the pn)fits are absorbed by middlemen, to the 
detriment alike of the fishermen and of tho public. Measures are being taken 
for establishing Co-operative Societies among fishermen, and though rapid 
progress cannot be expected, the scheme is one which affords prospects of 
beneficial results. The statistics of the impox-t of fish into Calcutta showed 
a lai-go decrease, which is probably due, in part, to greater consumption 
in the neighbourliood of tho fisheries. 

. .300. The Provincial Association held two meetings in tho coux*se of tho Agi*ioMitMi»iu 

year. Tl 10 Bui'dwan and Pi'esidoncy Divisional Associations each received a 
gi'ant of Rs. 1,000 which they distributed among the different District Asso- 
ciations under them. 


301. The method adopted in the Ra igpur Dairy Farm in order to attain Miaosiianaous. 
its main object of improving the breed of indigenous cattle is to collect cows 
of different kinds from various parts of the Presidency and to k(!(!p a candul 
record of their milk yields with a view to multiplying the species which give 
iho best yields. A number of the best indigenous cows which could be found 
in the Province was accordingly purchased. There are now 111 cows at the 
farm and in some cases satisfactory yields of milk have been recorded. 

Increasing use is being made of Co-operative Societies for furthering the use of 
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imi)i ov*,*<l insinuros. implemonts an<i seeds. The fisheries and weaving depart- 
in(?ntH are also l)eing In-oiight into touch with the CVoperative nioveiuont. 

:»02. 'I’ho year under report is the fourth year in which the juie forecast 
has h • Ml iiasf.l on a detailed census prejiared hy punehayatx of tlio area under 
jute cultivation in each union. The experience which has been gained by the 
jxincJiuifafs and hy th * officers engaged in clieclcing the returns is believed to 
have assist!! 1 inatiM'ially in the oliniin.itioti of error as regards area and con- 
tiiiiieil (!rop-cuttiiig I'xperiments have led to more acc-urate estimation of out- 
turn. 'I’lie jute fori'eusts now alFord a substantially accurate o.sLimate of the 
iMMp. 'I’he ch Miking of the f<)reca«t iiupos«*.s heavy labour on tlm staff of the 
h.'p irtnieiit at a time of thi' year when^agricultural operations are at their 
IiU.-.:i‘.st and till* time sjient on the forecast is tiieriifore lost to purely agricul- 
turai work. Uii ler the presimt financial conditions it is not practicable to 
incriMiHe the eHtablishiiient. 


Weather and Crops. 

[Si*aHini and Crop li«*poit of B iigal for tin* y»*iir 1914-15; Crop KonMiantH ot Boni^al for the year 1014-15. 

Agrieiiitiiral StatiHtic8 of Iiniiu, Volniiio 1.] 

'rii(^ l>«M*io(l for Hovviiijif the hhadoi crops was on the whole favoiii*- 
alile. In March the rainfall was very slightly in defect, but in April and 
May tli«*rt‘ was good rain. In a few places the rainfall was a little too heavy 
for the growth of the young plants. A very dry Juno proved unfavourable 
to tli(! growth of th(' staniling crops, though not nearly to tho same extent 
as the exct'Hsive rains of the previous diino. Tlio rainfall in July was 
slightly ahovi! normal. Owing, however, to the deficient rainfall in June, the 
jul.(' S!*mi-looper attacked tho juti* crop in the districts of Miirshidabad, 
.lessor*', Xadia and Khulna, an*l also to a sm ilhir oxtont in otimr places. The 
rainfall in August and the first-half of S.'ptember was adequate, and the 
standing *!rops reoov*!iv«l to a groit extent from the di’ought in .Tune. In 
Ootolier and Novi'iuher, howov**r, very little rain fell, with tho result 
that tho aiiian paddy crop sufTeriMl a gocMl deal considerably, especially on 
high lands. Uain in tlio latter part of December improved the^situation to a 
<'onsi*b*rabh' extent for the rahi crops, but eamo too late .to produce any 
material *!ffect on the aman paildy crop. In January and February tho rainfall 
was only slightly below tlie averag*!. 

ddu'iv was, tln-refore, on the whole a good hhadoi crop last so.a8oii, 
bnt a poor aman crop and inferior rahi crop. The juto crop was good in the 
Iluniwan and Pr*3sidencj’ Divisions, chi*ifly because the crop was not wator- 
h>gg*'tl, as in the previous year, ft was not, howevor, very good .n certain 
ji irts of Easti'in and Northern Bengal. The winter rice-crop was generally 
poor. 

Tho tollowing table furnishes the estimated area and outturn in 1914-15 
of Bkadoi, Ayhani ami Rahi crops, as compared with the fcorresponding 
<!stimates of the previous year: — 





- 


Taking luO to repre- 






sent tlio normal 

Name ok iiAiivicaT. 

Normal area in 
acres.® 

' 

Area cultivated 
during 19D-14 

Area cultivated 
during 1914-15 

outturn, how much 
represented the 
outturn for the rear— 




in acres.® 

in acres. 








1913-14. 

1914-15. 

Bhadoi . 

• • • • • 

9,821,400 

8,883,700 

9,314,600 

77 

82 

1 

r Winter 

16,400,000 

14.539,600 

15,084,300 

92 

72 

Adhani * 

rice. 

Sugarcane j 

262,000 

218,.300 

233,400 

86 

82 

Other sugar! 
crops. 

129,000 

60,100 

5,029,100 

56,700 

... 

. • • 


••• ••• 

6,1,52,000 

4,950,600 

89 

75 

Total 

32,770, K'O 

1 

1 

28.730,8<K) 

1 

29,639,600 

... 

• • • 


* Tb« Of ur«t uiKtor ihsst folumiii hare \ysen reTi^cd iC»oe last 
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304. Sowings coniinoncod at tho norma} time anti untler favourable ®i*tiiioutiom. 
conditions. Tho crops progressed favourably in April and Way, in spite of 
occasional excessive rain in some places. Tliej’ sufferetl fro»n the drought 

in June, but recovert‘d to a largo extent afterwatxls from tho rainfall in 
July, esjiecially in the districts of llangpur and Mymensingh. In tho 
Kurd wan and Presidency Divisions the rainfall for June, thoujch below tho 
average, was well distributed, and tho crops did not sulOTer. In July the rain- 
fall was generally above normal, except in Northern Bengal ; but in August 
and September it was again under normal. Tho result was that the jute 
crop, although quite up to normal in tho Burdwan a«id Presaloncy Divisions, 
was (‘stimate<i at only 90 per cent, of the normal for tin* whole Province. 

In tho previous year a considerable area in which tho crop had been entirely 
destroyed by Hoods had to bo eliminated for the purjioso of estimating the 
outturn. The average outturn on the remaining area worked out to very 
much tho same as the crop of tho year under review. District officers have 
returned 78 per cent, of the normal for the other crops as compared with 
74 per c(iut. of last year. 

305. Tho season was favourable for seed-beds and tho sowing of broadcast winter ho«. 
paddyt But the rainfall ‘*was insufficient in August, and more so from tho 

middle of September onwards, the consequence being that grain did not 611 
out properly, especially on high lands. Tho provincial outturn was reported 
by district officers to bo 72 per cent, of the normal in place of the 6guro 
92 i)er cent, returned last year. 

306. The season under review was too dry for this crop especially from 
tho month of October onw’ards and this w.ant of rain was responsible for an 
outturn of 82 i)er cent, onl}' as against 86 per cent, last year. 

307. These crops suffered in October, November and the first half of i**w.orop». 
December, when scarcely any rain fell throughout the Province. Prospects 
improved towards the end of l)eceinl)er and during January ; l>ut the rain 

came too late to produce a normal crop. Tho outturn was i*ei)ortod to be 76 
per cent, of the normal as against 89 per cent, of last year. 

308. The total outturn was reported at 29,835 bales as against 19,214 ®®**®"* 
bales last year. Tlie crop benefited from the deficiency of rain. 

309. The total area under different crops showed some increasti. Tho ^'’®® ""®®^ 
cropped area was reported to bo 29,639,600 acre.s against 28,730.800 acres *** 
returned for tho previous year. Figures for the principal crops aro given in 

the following table : — 


Names of cuors. 

! 

Norma] area in 
acres. 

Area cultivateJ 
during 1913-1 i 
in acrOH. 

Area cultivated i 
during 1914-15 
in acres. 

Rice 

• ■ • 

21,974,300 

19,907,600 

f 

20,449,900 

Other food-grains (including 
pubses and marua). 

1,889,700 

1,. 384, 900 

1,364,200 

Jiito ••• ••• 

■ ■ • 

2,643,800 

2,456,600 

2,872,600 

Oil-seeds 

• • • 

i 2,199,200 

1,795,000 

1,828,300 

Tobacco 

■ • • 

408,800 

323,200 

322,700 

Sugarcane 

• • • 

262,000 

218,300 

233,400 


310. The outstanding event of tho year was the sudden fall which took 
place in the price of jute after the declaration of war on Germany. Last 
year tho price obtained constituted a record. After the outbreak of war, 
however, prices for jute of inferior quality fell to as low as Rs. 2 per maund 
and occasionally even lower. This was largely due to difficulties of freight 
as well as to diminution of th6 demand. After tho sinking of the 
prices began to recover, and reached about half the average prices of last year. 
The prices of staple food-grains ruled a little higher than last year, althouj^h 
the price of rice has not been very greatly affected. Tho price of winter rice 
varied from Rs. 4-2 per maund at Burdwan to Rs. 6-4 per maund at Dacca, and 
that of autumn rice from Rs. 4 at Bankura and Darjeeling to Rs. 6 per maund 
at Dacca. 
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311. Tlio following tablo Bhows the expansion of the mov'ement during 
the year : — 



SoCIETIBfl. 

Mkmbbrbuip. 

WOEKING capital. 

Last year. 

This year. 

t 

Lost year. 

This year. 

Last year. 

This year. 







Ri. 

Rh. 

CeDtral Bankd 


33 

38 

4,601 

4,920 

32,49,243 

40,88.613 

AgnciilturAl Societies ... 

... 

t,543 

1, 862 

71,282 

86,717 

44,11,493 

52.96,099 

Noii-agriciiltural Societies 

• • • 

78 

84 

14.317 

' 16,340 

12,74,222 

16^12,382 

SuperviHional Uniotiii ... 

• •• 

7 

8 

I2H 

141 

3,307 

4,523 

Total 

... 


1,992 

90,328 

107.118 

89,38,265 

1,10,01,617 


As judged by figures the progress was less rapid than in the previous 
year, a feature which is suHieieutly explained by the abnormal circumstances 
of the year, and by the fact that attention was largely concentrated on the 
removal of defects. 

312. The number of Central Hanks has risen from 33 to 38, and their 
working capital has risen from 32 to 40 lakhs. Central Banks are progressing 
towards olHcieney anil the Birectors as a rule take an intelligent interest in 
their work. Owing to the exceptional circumstances of the year the recovery 
of loans by Central Banks from Agricultural Societies did not come up to 
the standard of the previous year, but the Central Banks exorcised caution 
in giving out loans. 

313. The scheme for a Provincial Bank was further discussed by an 
influential Committee in February 1915 and the draft bye-laws were amended. 
Ill view of the financial situation it has not been thought desirable to 
attempt to inaugurate a Provincial Bank at this time, but the scheme is 
being further considered in the light of the recommendations of the 
Committee on Co-operation. The year’s experience has emphasized the need 
for an apex bank for the purpose of financing Central Banks an4 maintaining 
a cash reserve. 

314. 'rhe conditions have not been suitable for opening new Agricultural 
Societies during the year. Their number has increased from 1,543 to 1,862, 
of which 1,582 are affiliated to Central Banks. The most noticeable feature 
of the finance of these societies is the rapid increase in the percentage of the 
capital contributed by the Central Banks which indicates the confidence of 
the general public in the movement ; but the position is not altogether 
satisfactory from a co-operative point of view. In view of the general 
indebtedness of the members and of the conditions of the year it is satis- 
factory that the members’ deposits have not decreased. Greater attention 
is being paid to fixing the terms of loans on a consideration of the purpose 
for which they are taken. The^e is further evidence of the indirect benefits 
of co-operation in encouraging the settlement of disputes by arbitration and 
the desire for education. 

315. There has been a small increase in the number of Non-agricultural 
Societies. The co-operative standard of these societies is reported not to be 
high, but a satisfactory feature is the extent to which they attract deposits 
by members. 

A Co-operative Society in Faridpur district took advantage of the rise 
in the price of sugar and started a sugar factory with satisfactory results, 
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ami the Mymensingh Supply Society purchased boneineiil and potato seed for 
distribution among its mombors. Thoro has been pnigress in combined 
action between the Agricultural and Co-operative Departments in introducing 
agricultural improvements which is looked upon as the most hopeful method 
of diffusing knowledge of the results obtained by the Agricultural Department. 
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Hortloultupe. 

£AnauaI Report of the Royal Botanio Garden and other gardenii in Calcutta and of the Lloyd Botanio 

Garden in Darjeeling for the year 1914-16.] 

316. Weather conditions were practically normal throughout the year, noyai ■•tanio 

In addition to the ordinary' routine work of the garden, several 8{>ecial sibauv, 

pieces of work were undertaken. Considerable sections of the Wallich and 

Wight avenues were entirely renewed so as to prevent flooding in the rainy 
season. The large Palm House and the Orchid House were replanted ; 
east of the landing stage a considerable section of t ho river bank, which 
had been badly eroded, has been strengthened ; and the old landing bridge 
was* replaced by a larger and stronger one. Stops wore also taken towards 
the formation of an Economic Garden. 

317. About 5,500 plants were received and over 40,000 distributed. Plant and aaad 
The distribution of the latter was conducted on tin; lines mentioned in last ^ipfivpMon. 
year’s report. About 400 packets of seed wore received and over double 

the number distril)uted. In a«ldition, nearly 70 lbs. of seed of various 
species of trees and shrubs wore sent to the new Imperial Capital at Delhi. 

318. Field work during the year principally consisted of exploration P«aw woi»k 
in the Nelloro district in Madras, and, as a result, some 5,000 sheets of 
speciraons wore received. Affair’s in Europe have interfered with the 
distribution of duplicates to that Continent, but ovcu’ 2,000 specimens have 

been distributed to herbaria elsewhere. 

319. No part of the Garden Annals appeared during tho year, but Pubiioatiens. 
throe contributions to that publication are under preparation, viz., a conti- 
nuation of Mr. ileccari’s work on the Palms, a monograph of tho genus 
Dioscoroa by Mr. I. H. Burkill, and an account of tho Indian Euphrobias by 

‘the Superintendent. 

320. Two hundre 1 and nineteen species and varieties of trees and Lioys sotMiio 
shrubs were planted out. Nearly 11,000 plants, about 3,000 bulbs and 

tubes, and over 3,400 packets of see 1 were distributtul. Several pounds of ®*'*1**“"** 
seed of Dendrocalamus Hamiliom, a bamboo, were supplied to tho United 
States, Agricultural Department, for planting on the landslide of tho Culebra 
Cut of the Panama Canals. 

321. Tho work of those gardens followed the usual lines of hortioul- opioutta 

tural operations during the year. a«i*d*n«. 


Cinchona Plantations and Factory. 

[Report of the Goveriiiiietit Cinchona Plantations anrl Factory for tho year 1914-15.] 

322. During the year under report the weather conditions on the ••napiu. 
Mungpoo Plantation were practically normal, the i-ainfall being 117*69 inches 
against 105*50 inches in 1913-14, while on the Munsong Plantation the" 
rainfiill was 108 inches as compared with 92*62 in the preceding year. 

323. The total area under Cinchona on both the plantations increased Plantations, 
from 2,246 acres in 1913-14 to 2,552 acres in 1914-15. The total number 

of plants distributed over the whole area was estimated at 2,688,000 as 
compared with 2,163,603 in the previous year. During the year the harvest 
yielded 680,375 lbs. of dry bark, costing Rs. 85,047 and of the market 
value of Rs. 2,10,843. 

324. The total quantity of bark worked at in the Quinine Factory outtann. 
was 764,722 lbs. against 959,247 in the preceding year, and the quantity 

of quinine sulphate produced amounted to 34,650 lbs. or 16,912 lbs. less 
than the previous year’s outturn. This reduction w.as deliberate as, in view 

K 2 
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of the lar^e i’e«erveH, there wus no ne«>.l to harvetit more Iwirk than 
eutticed to meet the current cluniaiid. Other proiiucts were 5,H07 Iba. of 
cinchona febrifuge, 876 Iba. (luinoidino ami 807 lbs. residual alkaloids. 
The quinine reserve at the close of the year was over 168,0(K) lbs. a^inst 
162, h64 lbs. in the preceilinf^ year, and the total stock in balance was of the 
value <*f Us. 26,66.940. 


Forests. 

[Forcf-t AJiniiiintratiuri Keport tor the year 1914-15. StatUticii of BritiHli liulia, Part IV (5) — Finance 

and lie venue.] 

.325. There was only a small change in tho actual areas under the 
dilferent classes of forest duo to the inclusion of 220 acres in the Hehti Forest 
Ueserve in Jalpaiguri. As noticed in the last year’s report, tho work of 
demarcation in the Chittagong Hill Tracts continues to be slow. This is 
attributed to tho natural iliiticulties of the work and to the ditliculties in 
providing labour. No new working plans were sanctioned during the year. 

626. Somes [srogress has boisn made in tho improvement of communica- 
tions and buildings. Thirteen miles of cart road, 62 miles of bridle path and 
IH miles of foot-path w’ero constructed during tho year. Tho total expenditure 
on coniniiinications amounted to Us. 38,987 against Us. 42,132 in tho previous 
year. Tho reconstruction of tho Divisional Forest Oftieor’s <piarter8 and tho 
construction of a tiow oflico at lUixa Duar wore completed during tho year, 
'rim construction of four rest-houses in Kurseong, Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling 
ami Chittagong was also finished during the year. Tho total oxpomlituro on 
new buildings and nqniirs amounted to Us. 39,254 and lis. 22,789, respec- 
tively, against Us, 31,756 and Us. 20,297 in tho previous year. 

327. 'riien^ was a considoi'ablo deci’oase in tho total number of forest 
oir»‘nc(?s reported during the y«!ar, tho number being 1,835 against 2,171 in 
tho previous y«>ar. 

328. Tho area in which fire profcj'ction was attem|/tod during the year 
compris^nl 459,987 acres and tho ptweentago of successful protiiction was over 
98. In the hill forests tlio fire season was longer than usual owing to absency 
«)f rain in tho winter, but in tho plain forests the season was a favourable one. 
Tho area burnt over amounted to 6,143 acres against 5,764 acres in tho 
pnwious year. In tlie Uuxa Division tho fires havo boon more numerous and 
ilestriictive than in tlu' previous year. The causes of the great majority of 
tho fires were not aseertainod, and, unless tho causes aro known, it is difficult 
to deeithi the steps to In? taken for thoir prevention. 

.329. 'riu*ro w’as no change during tho j’ear in tho area open to grazing. 
'Phe measures taken by tho Forest Department to prevent injury to forests by 
cattle aro fencing, reduction in the number of grazing permits, control of 
grazing by tho use of metal discs in Jalpaiguri and Hu.xa Forest Divisions, 
establisiiment of pounds and tho detection and punishment of illicit grazing. 
'Phe disc systom for distinguishing cattle grazed umlcr jiermit continues to 
give satisfactory control in Jalpaiguri ami Buxa. Illicit grazing in the 
(diittagong Hill 'I’racts is reported to have been almost entii*oly checked. 
The number of cattle reported as impounded during the year was 2,707 
against 4,087 in 1913-14, while tho average for the 3 years ending 30th June 
1914 was 2.772. The decrease was in tho Tista, Kurseong and Jalpaiguri 
Divisions. 

330. Negotiations for an agreement with Messrs. Burn -and Company 
for tho extraction of bamboos from one of the Chittagong Hill Tracts reserv- 
t‘d forests were completed during the year, but no further progress in 
executing the agreement was made owing to the war. During the year 
concessions were granted to Messrs. Shaw, Wallace and Company of Calcutta 
for tho collection of nettle fibre from certain plants in the reserved forests of 
tho Darjeeling district. Minor forest produce continued to be disposed of 
generally under permits at fixed rates, but long pepper in Tista and mn grass 
in Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts were extracted under monopoly 
agreements. A sample of Alptnia-‘Allughaa was tested at the Titaghur 
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Paper I Mills. It yielded a loti;:; ntroiij? fibre, but it was found unsuitablo for 
making; white paper as it bleaches badly. Mr. Raitt, the ('elluluso Fibre 
Expert at the Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, however, considers 
that it would be good for textilose. The last season’s Khedda operations 
conducted by the Maharaja of Cooch Rehar under agreements resulted in 
the capture of 47 elephants. In the Chittagong Ilill Tracts Osi Meah 
Choudhury captured 16 elej hants. 

331. The number of persona reported to have been killed by tigers in 
the Sundarbans was 79 against 81 in the previous year and the number of 
tigers killed during the year was 39. 

332. Rules t'o regulate hunting, shouting and fishing within the reserved 
and pi’otoctod forests in Bongsil were published tluring the year. The 
question of arranging locally for the Ir.aining of Forest Rangers is under the 
consideration of this Government and of the Government of India. It is 
proposed to enlarge the Kurseong Forest HcIhhiI wh«‘re students for Bengal 
and Assam will be trained. The Forest ZcKilqgist continued his investigations 
into insect attacks In .lalpaiguri and Buxa foi'csts. llis investigations have 
increased the stock of information regJirdlng insect-pests affecting s<lL and 
have also le*! to the discovery of a parasitic r<K)t fungus which is very widely 
distributed thioughout the s/il forests in tin? plains. 

333. During the year under review tin? total r»?venue fell from 
Rs. 16,37,469 in 1913-14 to Rs. 1.1,99,702, while tin* «?xpenditur»? increased 
from Rs. 6,46,0,35 to Rs. 6,72,004, and tin? surplus amounted to Rs. 5,27,698 
against Rs. 9,92,434 in tin? pi*(3ceding yeir. The larg»? decreas?? in receipts 
is due to shoi’tage in sah s of timber in the Sundarbans, .lalpaiguri and Buxa 
Forest Divisions on account of bad market conditions and low prices obtained 
for part fif the timber that was sold. 
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Manufactures and Mines. 

[StutUticH of British Ftulia, Bart 1 — InriuHtriuJ.] 


334. The area under jute in this Presidency increas<?d from 2,456,642 Juu. 
acres with an outturn of 739,939 bales in 1913 to 2,872,604 acres with an 
outturn of 9,308,018 bales in the year 1914. Sixty-seven jute mills were at 
work during the year as against 64 in 1913, employing daily on an average 
236,294 operatives, an increase of 19,917. The numbers of looms and spindles 
working in these mills wore 37,641 and 789,236, respactively, as against .35,803 

and 7.38,977 in 1913. The nominal rupee and sterling capital employed was 
Rs. 8,57,25,500 and je3,.507,000 and the paid-up capital Rs. 7,98,88,800 and 
£2,760,.536. * 

335. Fifteen cotton mills were at work durin; 1914, giving daily em- cotton, 
ployment to 10,319 persons, against 13 mills and 10,658 persons in 1913. 

The numbers of looms and spindles were 2,792 and .343,750, respectively. 

The nominal capital employed was Rs. 1,15,20.000 and £20(),000. 

3.36. 'riio area under tea in 1914 was 159,0.54 acres ami the quantity of too. 
the tea mvnufacturod. chiefly black, was 76,373,201 lbs. compared with 
80,108,705 Ihs. in 1913. There wore 297 plantations employing a daily 
avei'age of 100,598 permanent and 29,840 temporary hands. 

337. The number of coal mines worked during 1914 was 178, being 6 cooi. 
less than in the previous year. The total output was 4,424,540 tons against 
4,649,852 tons raised in 1913. The decrease is to be ascribed to a falling off 

in the demand for industrial purposes owing to the war. 'I'ho daily average 
number of persons employed in the mines rose from .38,5.53 to 38,879. There 
was a notable advance in the use of electricity in the mines. 

338. In the Btirdwan district 1,204 tons of iron-ore valued at £171 wore '"an. 
produced during the calendar year 1914, as compared with 8,926 tons valued 

at £1,278 in 1913. The ore is worked by the Bengal Iron and Steel Com- 
pany, Limited, of Kulti. The decrease in the outpiit is due to the Ramnagore 
Colliery areas having been under water for part of the year. 

339. The quantity of refined saltpetre produced in the three licensed anu 

saltpetre refineries in the Presidency during the year was 1,824 maunds •*'*' 
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agaiiiMt 5,361 maunds in tho previous year. The quantity of salt educed in 
the process of refinement of salt|)etre was 24 niaunds only as compared with 
742 maunds in 1913-14. 

340. In 1914 there were three paper mills at work in this Presidency, 
prcxlucing 53,845,455 Ihs. of paper valued at Ks. 68,08,396.^ 

341. There was only one silk factory working during the year 1914, 
which employed 73 hands. 

342. The acreage under sugar crops increased from 276,600 to 290,100 in 
1914-15. As in the previous year, the only regular sugar factory at work in 
the Province was in the 24-Par^nas. 755 hands were employed in this 
factory. 


MISCELLANEOUS MANUFACTUKBS IN EACH DIVISION. 


Bui^ftwan* 




Daeoa. 


GhIUagong. 


ilajahatil. 


" [Boanl of Hevonuo*8 Land Reveniio Adminiatratiun Report for 1914-1915.] 

343. Coal mining and other largo industries in the Asansol sub- 
division of tlio Ihirdwan district wore not seriously affected by this* war 
in h.uropo, but owing to the difficulty in getting freight at Calcutta a large 
amount of coal hail to bo railed to Ilombay and Karachi. With the exception 
of the cotton ginning factory at Salkea, all other mills and factories in 
Howrah worked during the j'ojir. Almost all the jute pi'csses in the district 
remained olosed at the beginning of tin* war, but are now in full swing. The 
iron and sti.'cl foundries worked at a disadvantage owing to the non-receipt 
of iin))orts from jl^airope. 

31 1. 'FlierA are numerous mills and factories in the Sadar and Jlarrack- 
pore subdivisions of the 24-Pargana8, most of these being managed by 
Kuropeans. In the Sadar subdivision there are a number of rice mills 
under Indian management. Various small industries are also carried on in 
the ditforent parts of the same district, llandloom weaving is the principal 
industry in the Kushtia subdivision in Nadia, and gives profitable employ- 
ment to a largi' number of Muhammadans. The Mohini Mills at Kushtia 
continued to flourish. In the Chuadanga Subdivision the hide business 
has suffered greatly owing to the war. On the other hand, the sugar industry 
shows signs of revival and many factories for the production of gur (molasses) 
which had closed for years, have begun to work again. In Murshidabad 
the decline in the silk trade reported in previous years has been greatly 
accelerated by the war, as export of silk to Europe has now entirely ceased. 
Steel trunks continue to be manufactured at Jiaganj and the trade in them 
is expanding, d’ho sugar industry in Jossore received an impetus on account 
of the war. 

345. In Dacca, conch shells, gold and silver ornaments, steel-trunks 
and cash -boxes, articles made of horn and cloths are manufactured and 
exported to other districts. In Faridpur greater activity was noticeable in 
manufacturing molasses from date palm juice owing to the high price of 
sugar due to the war. 

‘ 346. In Chittagong the Shalimar Works of Messrs. Turner, Morrison 

& Co., and the ginning factory of Messrs. Jamal Brothers were tully employed. 
The ginning mill of the Kunda family remained almost closed owing to the 
war and the consequent difficulty in exporting cotton due to the dislocation 
of shipping. The weaving school at Cox’s Bazar is becoming popular with 
the local Mughs, for whose benefit it was started, and the accommodation 
has been increased. 

347. In the district of Rajshahi, a large rice mill was opened during; 
the year on the outskirts of the town of Rampur-Boalia. In the town of 
Bogra, a flour mill has been started by a Bengali firm ; and at Hilli in that 
district, a mill for husking paddy has been established by the brother of 
Raja Pramada Nath Roy of Dighapatia. The oil and mrhi mills established 
in the district of Pabna are reported to be thriving, but the hosiery company 
there could not work owing to insufficient supply of cotton and woollen 
threads. Owing to a fall in the price of cloths, the weav in g industry was 
not in a satisfactory condition in that district. The industry of preserving 
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mangoes by modern scientific |>roce 8808 in the district of Malda continued to omrmiwrtoHm 
prosper during the year. The manufacture of cotton cloth by hand-looms 
and of steel-trunks and brass utensils continued as in previous years. The 
silk industry in the district of llajshahi is rc{:orted to ho almost extinct. 


Working of the Indian PaotoHee Aot, 1911 (XII of 1911). 

[Annual lleport on tho working of the aboveinentioned Act in Bengal for the year 1914. StatistioH of 

Britisli India, Pari 1. — liiduHtrie.s] 

348. The number of factories at the close of the year was 361 against NumMpor 
347 in 1913. Twenty new factories were brought under the operation of the F«o»opto« •nv 
Act, viz., 3 in Calcutta, 6 in the 24-Parganaa, 3 in Howrah, 2 in liooghly, •i^***'" 

4 in Burdwan, 1 in Kangpur, 1 in Dacca, and 1 in Tippera. The daily 
average number of operatives employed during the year was 354,886 as 
compared with 341,820 in 1913. In 94 factories work was carried cn by 
moans of ahifts and in 111 with stoppages after intervals of six hours; 37 
factories wore exempted under Part C, Schedule I of the Act, and in 114 
factories other arrangcmetits were in force. 

349. One hundred ani twenty-seven factories were inspected once, 90 inapsotion. 
factories twice, 37 factories throe times, and 91 factories more than three 

times. Only 16 factories were not inspected during the year. The majority 
of inspections were made in Calcutta and the districts of the 24-Pargana9, 

Howrah, Hooghly and Tippera. 

3.50. The sanitary condition of the factories was generally good. Septic 
tanks have been provided in many and are usually satisfactory, but the hand- * n ”" 1 ?* ■ f n r 
service latrines could l)e greatly improved. There is a steady tendency to epamtivM. 
increase the accommodation for workers in the large factories, particularly in 
those which suffer from shortage of labour. Most of the jute mills have spent 
lai'ge sums in providing accommodation likely to attract and retain labour. 

The Fort Gloster Jute Mills at Budge-Bu<lge have built a village with well- 
laid roads, pucca drains and a filtered water-supply, also a hospital, school, 
mosque and temple. 

351. The water-supply in factories was on the whole good. Most of watap-auppiy. 
the large mills provide their own filtered water, and two now installations 

wore erected during the year at Champdany and Shamnagoro. As the 
Howrah Municii)ality has not yet boon able to increase its supply of filtered 
water, a number of factories in that district still suffer from a shortage 
during the hot season. 

352. Apart from isolated cases of cholera in the 24-Parganas and some opnapaihaaitii 
malaria and small-pox in the Serampore subdivision the general health of oparativaa. 
the operatives was fair throughout the year. 

353. There was little change in the rates of wages except in the case of wagaaaad 
skilled labour in Engineering works, which have been rising steadily in recent 

years. The completion of the Lower Ganges Bridge ami the dearth of orders 
owing to the war caused the supply of skilled labour to exceed the demand in 
the latter part of the year. 

354. The rules framed under the Indian Factories Act, 1911, in respect ■mpioympntof 
of the employment of women and children were strictly enforced. 

In all 29,748 children were certified under section 7 of the Act by the 
various Certifying Surgeons of Factories in the Presidency. Of these 13,687 
children were certified by the whole-time Certifying Surgeon, the late 
Captain J. C. Gillmon. Difficulties were experienced by Factory Inspectors 
in making mill authorities maintain attendance registers satisfactorily, but 
there was a marked improvement in the maintenance of children’s registers 
during the year. 

355. The machinery in mills and factories was generally well guarded, Fpnoing and 
and no prosecution for neglect was instituted during 1911, but there is still 

room for considerable improvement in the precaution adopted in the larger 
factories against accidents in connection with transmission machinery, and 
better fencing arrangements are being gradually introduced. 

356. Accidents numbered 1,173 as compared with 1,181 in the preceding Aeoidant* 
year. Of these 48 were fatal. The cause of the accidents in the majority 
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of canes was negligence on the part of workers or direct disobedience of the 
standing orders of the factory. 

357. Tln.*re were ten prosecutions under the Act during the year ; of 
these seven ended in conviction. In two cases the accused were acquitted and 
the riMuaining case was dropptjd. 

3.58. There was only one serious tire, which destroyed a jute press at 
Dacca. 

359. Ther<i were a few comparatively unimportant strikes in certain 
jute mills, which were of short duration an I did not assume any serious 
aspects. 


Trade. 


[Ueport on tlio Maritiriio Trade of lie ii^al for 1914*15. Annual StAtt*nioiit of the fclea-borno Trade and 
Navi^^atioii of tlin Bon^ul Pri^Hidoiicy. Atiiiiial Stutemerit of the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of 
Britiah India with the BritHli Empire and Foreign countriea. Annual Statement of the Coa.iti ng Trade 
and Xavigalloti of British India. Ucviow of the Trade of India. Statistical Abstract for British 
Indiat Vol. 1. — (Joiiiincrdal Statistics. J 


1.— FOREIGN SEA-BORNE TRAOI£. 

[Report on the Maritime Trade of Bengal for 1914-15.] 


360. The total trade (Foreign and (Joasting) of the Province of Hengal 
amountcil in 1914-15 to Ks. 161 crores, a decrease of Rs. .54 crores «)n r.he 
tigures for tho previous year. The total foreign trade amounted to Rs. 138 
crores, imports showing a decrease of Rs. 19 croros and exports of Rs. 28 
crores. In the first four months of tho y<‘ar under review the trade of Hengal 
was prosperous, but the commencomont of hostilities and tho depredations of 
the encjmy’s criiisin-s restricted trade during August, September and October. 
Since then commerce has much expanded, tinancial supplies have been 
ample and, though restrained somewhat by scarcity of tonnage, trade has 
largely recovered its buoyancy : though naturally the value has not attained 
to the record figures of recent years. Tho nett result of this has hoeii a 
contract loll in value of past year’s trade equivalent to 24’94 jior cent, the 
lowest recorded since 1910-11. The extent to which tho foreign trade of 
the Province is centred in tho chief port, Oalcutta, will he apparent from the 
following figures {m thousands of rujines) : — 


Merchandise — 

Imports 

Exports 


Proviuce. Calcutta. Cliittagong. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 

67,16,38 56,20,98 95,40 

74,47,06 71,13,00 3,34,06 


Tho trade of the port of Chittagong is made up chiefly of exports of tea 
and raw jute. 

361. Imports of treasure were valued at Rs. 282 lakhs, as compared 
with Rs. .383 lakhs in 1913-14. Of this, Rs. 86 lakhs were in gold, most of 
which came from Australia and China. Exports foil from Rs. 60'05 lakhs 
to Rs. 43*93 lakhs, of which Rs. 26*99 lakhs woi’e of gold. State transac- 
tions in treasure during tho year amounted lo Rs. 36 lakhs, of which nearly 
Rs. 2 lakhs represented imports and Rs. 34 lakhs exports of silver. With 
the exception of treasure valued at Rs. 61,480 imported into Chittagong, 
all the treasure imported into and exported from Bengal was received at or 
sent from (’alcutta. 


IMPORTS OF MERCHANDISE. 


362. The following table shows tho comparative importance of the prin- 
cipal articles imported into Calcutta, excluding Government stores {in 
thousands of ntjtees) : — 



1912-13. 

1913.14. 

1914-15. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Cotton goods ... 

... 29,22,91 

29,82,58 

24.58,65 

Metals and ores 

... 6,90,96 

9,66,18 

5,60,73 

Sugar ... 

... 5,70,73 

6,46,74 

4,84,78 



1914-1915.] 


TKADK. 


IIM-* 13. 

Ks. 

Railway plant and rolling 
stock. 

Machinery and mill-work ... 

Mineral oils ... ... 1,6I.()7 

Hal’d ware and cutlery, includ- 1.27.0<{ 
inf? electro-plated ware. 

Woollen goods .. ... 75.41) 

Drugs, medicines and die- 7-4,.‘}0 
micals. 

Liquors ... ^ ... (>6.27 

Salt ... ... ... ()2,t)y 

Spices ... ... 67.51 

Haberlashery and millinery 80,6<S 
Apparel, e.xcluding hosiery anti 25.56 
boots and shoes. 

Tobacco ... ... 26,18 


1913.14. 

Rs. 

3,90.85 

19t4.|.'>. 

Rs. 

4,47,66 
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AND 

3,20,64 

1,89,57 

1.54,34 

2,32,80 

1.94,91 

1.03,43 


.«9.8l 

86,74 

44,98 

81,07 


68,70 

6.5,87 

68,52 

39,56 

27,59 

.56,14 

53.77 
71,37 
24,01 

1.5.77 


25,15 

26,09 



^^3. The imports of cotton gocxls during 1911-15 sliowed a deert’ase cotton good*, 
of Rs. 5’24 crores or 18 per cent, from tliose of the previous year and 
represented about 44 per cent, of tlie valm* of tofal imports. Arrivals of 
twist and yarn were marketl by an improvement of Rs. 16 lakhs or 17 ]>er 
ccMit. over 1913-14. The trade in piece-gocnls shosved a decrease of Rs. 466 
lakhs (grey goods Rs. 261 lakhs, white goods Rs. 73 lakhs and colouretl 
goods Rs. 132 lakhs). Imports of hosiery fell off by over Rs 11 lakhs t.‘> 

Rs. .58^ lakhs, of which •Ia])an supplitMl Rs. 52j' lakhs. JIanderchitffs and 
shawls also sIiowcmI a marked falling off from Rs. 37^ lakhs in 1913-14 to 
Rs. 21j lakhs in 1914-15, of which the Unitcitl Kingdom contributed Rs. 1.8j 
lakhs. 

364. The volumo of mtitals imported deerttase-d by 42 per cent., the •■•tnin. 
aggregate value b(*ing Rs. .5*61 crores as against Us. 9*66 crores in tin) preced- 
ing year. Imports of iron or stt'el (wrought) showed a decrease of 46 per 
cent., the groatt'st decrease being in galvanized-iron sheets, namely, 57 per 

cent. The imports from the United Kingdom fell off by 43 per cent., from 
Germany by 64 per cent, and from Jlolgium by .56 p(?r cent. Transactions 
in brass (wrought) decreased by 15 per cent., Germany sending 66 per cjuit. 
loss, while the United Kingdom absorbe<l 41 per cent, of the trade. Imports 
of unwrought copper fell l>y 25 per cent, in value. Nearly the whole (92 per 
cent.) came from Japan. Wrought copper also was imported on a smaller 
scale and the quantity and value d<5ereased o.ach by 15 per cent. Imports from 
Germany fell from Rs. 12 lakhs to Rs. 2 lakhs and the United Kingdom sent 
less by 1*68 per cent, with a total share in the value of 94 per cent. 

Imports of iron (unwrought; dropped by Rs. 3*36 lakhs. This trade will, 
it is believe*!, continue to decline, for ('nlcutta being the raitlet for Kalimati, 
is not now so much an importer, as an exporter, of pig-iron. Of these 
imports, 99 per cent, came from the United Kingdom. Imports of tin 
decreased by 11 per cent, in quantity an<l 26 per cent, in value, but the trade 
is well up to the normal of previous years. 

365. Imports of refined .lava sugar fell frmn 306,001 tons to 171,953 
tons and in value from Rs. 533 lakhs to Rs. 388 lakhs. The supplies from 
Mauritius also contracted by 22 per cent. Imports of beet sugar from 
Austria-Hungary fell from 17,698 tons to 3,383 tons or by 81 per cent. There 
Tt'ero no imports whatever from Germany. An interesting feature in the trade 
consisted of imports towards the end of the year of .500 tons of Egyptian 
cano sugar of the value of Rs. 1*60 lakh. The phenomenal decrease in 
imports caused the prices to go up very high ; the average market price for 
imports of all refined Java sugar was Rs. 11-5-3 per cwt. as against 
Rs. 8-11-5 per cwt. in the previous year. 

There was a considerable increase in imports of molasses from Java by 
29,837 tons and by Rs. 17*55 lakhs in value. Supplies from Mauritius were 
also greater by 1.297 tons and Rs. 1*21 lakh. 

366. In the case of the oil trade high prices of the previous year were om** 

not maintained in this year, but this did not induce larger shipments, quantity 
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f.'iUiiig 4’B por c.'iii. uiiii valuo by per cenr. Jiurina oil has been the 
cause of th«! total decline, falling l^y 11 per cent, in volume and 9 per cent, 
in value. Kerosene t»il irnpf)rtH were /greater by 9 per cent, both in quantity 
and value. TJie imports from the United States showed a slight fall, while 
Horm-o oil sliowed a risi^ of 28 per cent. Hulk oil rose by 16'7 per cent, to 
80*.^..') million jfallons. 

.‘iH7. There has btjen a great falling ofl* under this head in the year 
uinler review from Us. 8*21 crores to Ks. 2‘3.S crores or by 27'4 i)er cent. To 
the United Kingdom is cnjdited 95*3 per cent, of tho imports : her supply fell 
from Us. 3 to 2*22 crores ; Germany’s trade dropped from Us. ll’.o.5 to Us. 3*39 
lakhs ami Austria-Hungary was responsible for only Us. b05. 

3H8. Imports of railway plant and rolHng-stfxik (on private and Govern- 
ment account) iner(‘ased from Us. 546 lakhs to Us. 584 lakhs, an increase of 
Us. 38*16 lakhs or 7 per cent. On private account the total value of 
imports was Us. 4*48 crores or an increase of 14*6 per cent. ; for the Static 
Us. 1*36 crores against Us. 1*55 crore in the preceding year, a fall of 12*2 per 
cent. 

369. Tli(> iinports under this head aggregated Us. 1*03 crores, a decrease 
of 33*12 per cent. ov»n’ the previous year. The /Jnitetl Kingdom stajids 
pr(‘-emiiu!nt in this tirade showing Us. 77*23 lakhs or 74*7 per cent, of the total 
imports. The imports from Germany dropped from Us. 24*18 to Us. !)*()4 
lakhs ; Austria-Hungaiy from Us. 7*39 to Us. 2*34 lakhs ; tln^ United States 
despatched Us. 9*.55 lakhs, a decrease of 53*4 por cent. The principal articles 
comprises I under this hea<l have suffered conshlerably from the war. 

370. I’ho imports of woollon gocxls decreased by about 50 ix*r cent, from 
Us. 90 lakhs to Us. 45 lakhs. From tho United Kingdom the? value fell by 
29*4 per cent, to Us. 35*60 lakhs, Germany only sent Us. 6*30 lakhs against 
Us. 33*15 lakhs ; Holland alone showeil a small increase. 

371. The trade under this head has suffered seriously in the year under 
report and the value has fallen from Us. 27*59 lakhs to Us. 15*77 lakhs, 
a decrease of 42*8 per cent. Tho imports from tho United Kingdom have 
fallen by 35*6 por c»‘nt. and tho valuo stands at Us. 12*03 lakhs against 
Us. 18*67 lakhs in tho preceding year. Thei’o was not much decline in tho 
imports of boots and shoes, although thei*i.‘ was an (mormons demand for 
leather (Mjuipment of all kinds in Europe. Haberdashery and Millinery 
(h'clined from Us. 39*56 to Us. 24 lakhs only or by 39*3 per cent. 

372. The total importations (if salt during the y('ar, namely, 356,504 
tons were h'ss than those of the pivceding year by 130,054 tons. The 
decrease in imports from the United Kingdom, Spain, Ued Sea vports and 
Hamburg is abnormal duo to slmrtage of tonnage and high freights owing to 
the war. 

373. Imports of spic('s show(*d an increase, tin' value rising by 4 por 
cent, from Us. 68*52 to Us. 71*37 lakhs. Of this 91*5 jior cent, is absorlx.'d 
by tin* imports of betel-nuts, 99*5 }>er cent, of which came from 'the Straits 
Settlements. Imports of cloves fell from 1*13 million to 421,042 lbs. or by 
62*8 p(*r cimt. Pepper also was in great defect showing a decrease of 60*4 
per etml. Imports of cardamoms rose from 14,759 to 63,212 lbs. 

374. 'riiere was a smart decline (18*3 jier C(mt.) in the imports of 
Ii(luors. their value being the lowest recorded since 1906-07. Tho fall is most 
notic(‘able in l)t‘er, German spirits and sparkling wines due either directly 
or indin^ctly to war. 

375. The year opened with promise of a very good import trade under 
this head, but with tho opening of the war ami consequent restrictions fi 
decliiK' began and for the year the figures show a decrease of Us. 5*67 lakhs 
or 6*5 por cent. The United Kingdom supplied imports to the value of 
Us. 57*15 lakhs, a decrease of 4*8 per cent, representing 70*5 per cent, of the 
total imports under tho head. The rest of Europe, consisting mainly of 
Germany, Belgium and Italy, sent Us. 10*89 lakhs, a decrease of 28*9 per cent., 
the United States’ share was Us. 2*27 lakhs, an increase of 39*2 per cent. 

376. The imports of unmam^actured tobacco dropped from 137,847 to 
53,692 lbs. valued at Us. 38,518. Tho demand for cigars was also smaller, 
the quantity dropping from 43,609 to 31,817 lbs. or 27 ^r cent, valued at 
Us. 1 *30 lakh. The abnormal war demand for all descriptions of tobacco at 
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homo accounts for the Jecivase in the imports. There has been a eonsiderable p«»t r»»» '*‘ion. 
expansion in imports of cigarettes, ami the quantity lias risen by 17‘54 
millions to 152*77 millions valued at Rs. 18*41 lakhs. The bulk of the 
cigarettes (146*06 millions) came from the United Kingdom, an increase of 
17*33 per cent, valued at Rs. 16*98 lakhs. 

377. The total foreign import trade (merchandise and treasun^) of BAstasn Bengal 
Chittagong and its subordinate ports umounttHl to Rs. 96*02 lakhs as com- 

pared with Rs. 141*20 and 86*87 lakhs, repectivoly, in 191.3-14 and 1912-13. 

The chief imports were railway materials (Rs. 31*47 lakhs), metals (Rs. 28*99 
lakhs), cotton gotxls (Rs. 10*41 lakhs) and tea chests (Rs. 6*07 lakhs). The 
largest decrease occurred in metals. 

378. Tim following statemeltt shows how the import trade (merchan- import trade or 

disc only) of (yaleutta with foreign countries was distributed : — Calcutta with 


I'it 



1913.14. 

1914.15. 

pjia.14. 

1914-15. 


It-. (Iakli«>). 

Rs, (laklis). 

IVr cviii. 
of tOtill. 

IVr 

uf tntnl. 

United Kingdom ... 

50.35 

41,6.5 

71*2 

71*1 

Otlier British Poss3.ssloiis 

2.29 

2,17 

3-2 

3-8 

Germany 

«» 

1,28 

.5-3 

2*2 

.Tavii 

O, i o 

1,56 

8-1 

8-1 

United States 

1,90 

1,.56 

2*7 

2-8 

.fapan 

1.56 

1,61 

2*2 

2-9 

Belgium 

1,16 

51 

1-6 

•:) 

Austria-Hungary ... 

1.16 

32 

1*6 

•t; 

Total Imports (including 

70,69 

.56.21 

100 

100 


other countries.) 


E.XPOIITS OF MPOtCUAXDISE. 


379. I’lie following table gives the values of the more important pro- Prinoipai 
<lucta in the export trade of Calcutta, and shows their comparatives importance •••tioiea 
(in thousands of rupees) : — 


•xpoptod from 
Calouttft. 



1912-13. 

1913-14. 

1914-15. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

.Tute. manufactured ... 

22,76,63 

28,19,96 

25,77,29 

.Tute, raw 

24,47.00 

28,03,14 

11,82,88 

Tea 

8,86,46 

10,55,66 

11,12,65 

Hides and skins, raw 

8,33,56 

8,47,59 

.5,20,11 

Seeds 

4,11,41 

3,59,08 

3,62,69 

Grain and pulse 

10,83,82 

6,85,60 

3,.32,01 

Opium 

5,69,57 

2,01,38 

1,76,35 

Lu» 

. 2,05,91 

1,91,46 

1,59,41 

Cotton, raw 

1,16,12 

2,02,01 

1,06,41 

Indigo 

17,85 

17,75 

69,44 

Coal and coke 

88,31 

69,13 

52,79 

Saltpetre 

34,86 

29,94 

41,41 

Hemp, raw 

44,42 

56,41 

46,68 

Mica* 

43,90 

.35,51 

23,04 


380. The war closed at once a large central market for the raw material. Jutog raw and 
The total value of the trade in jute (raw and manufactured) has fallen by 
33*14 per cent., and is the lowest since the year 1911-12. Raw jute in parti- 
cular has fallen off by 32*7 per cent, in quantity and 57*8 per cent, in value, tho 
lowest aggregate since 1904-05. Manufactures declined by only 8*6 per cent., 
but are still inuch greater than in 1912-13. Gunny-bags rose by 8 and *6 i;er 
cent., respectively, in number and value ; gunny-cloth declined in yardage by 
*35 per cent, and fell by 15*9 per cent, in value. The jute trade in the year 
represented 52*9 per cent, of tho total value of exports of merchandise from 
Calcutta against 57*4 per cent, last year. Shipments of raw jute to the 
United Kingdom decreased by 3*6 per cent, in quantity and 41*5 per cent, in 
value and were confined to the ports of London and Liverpool. To Dundee 
the quantity rose from. 966, 297 to over one million bales. AU countries' with 

L 2 
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till- <;x«fptii)ii of Italy an<I Spain exhibited a sinallor trado and even to these 
two couiitriort exports wore below the tigurOK of 1912-13. 

A proinin«-iit feature of the year’s trade in ba;rn and cloth was the large 
exi)ort to United Kingdom, tlio total value rose to Us. 2'IH crores or by 23'8 
fMjr cent., I»ut bags rose in number Ity 19’H millions or 72 per cent, and 
cloth by 17 million yanls or by oH'H per cent. Another striking feature 
was the enormous shipments of bags and cloth to Russia vid \ladi~ 
vost<xjk resulting in an increasj* from Us. II to Us, 23 lakhs. The value 
of bags and cloth exporte<l to the Argentine^ fell from Us. 2'94 to Us. 2’3(> 
crores. 'I’he Unite<l Stat<*s shipnmnts fell in value from Us. 11‘74 to Us. lO'lO 
crores. There was a large advanc;e of 98'5 pi*r cent, to Us. 29’32 lakhs in 
exports to Japan. With (lermany, lielgiuiti, Kgypt and Turkey in Europe 
trade was naturally lower. 

.381. Th(' war has contributed greatly to the tea industry and ship- 
ments of tea from (hilcutta lM*at the record of last year. ’I’lio quantity 
ih'SpattJied show(‘<l constihn'abh! i‘xpanHion increasing from 200'163 million 
lbs. to 22d’729 million lbs. in the year undjsr report. There was a consider- 
able imn'i'ase in the shipnnmts to the Unitetl Kingdom from 14()‘8.^7 million 
lbs. to 17ti'01() million lbs. or 2 1*9 per (iont. value,being higher by 24‘5, per 
C(“nt. Exports to United Htates and Australasia also expanded by 10 and 13 
per cent., resi)ectiv(dy. All other countries, nanndj', Russia, Ottoman Empire, 
Oermany, (Jiinaall took less than the prcc»?ding year, 

•• .382, Owing to restrictions and prohibitions the tradcj in hides and 

skins exhibileil a decrease in quantity of 3o‘8 per cent, and in value of 38’ 1 
p»'r c(*nt. The decline was not confim'd to either hides or skins, hut both 
have shrunk linancially, the former by 40'7 attd the latter by 29'!) per 
cent. With the exci'ption of tlu' Unili'd Kingdom all the principal coun- 
tries took smaller (piantities than in 191.3-14. To the United Kingdom 
exports of both descriptions mounted Up very considerably from Us. 12’94 to 
Us. 12*07 lakhs e^jui valent to 225 per <*t‘nl. 

.38.3. 'rile total export of oilseeils deidinod slightly by 78,603 cwts. or 1*7 
per cent., but by reason of higher prici's the value rose slightly. 'I'lie quantity 
of liusi'ed shipped for export was greater by ,3*2 per cent, and the value by 6*6 
per emit. It covered 91 per cent, of the total export of oilseeds from 
Cahrutta. All countries exct‘pt (irermany t(x)k larger quantities than in the 
precis ling yt'ar. The I'xports of rape seed declined in quantity by 24*2 per 
cent, and in value by 19*8 percent. 

.*18 1. 'I’wo consecutive bad monsoons have had their effect on the rice 
harvest and on exports ; the cliin itic conditions for wheat in the oast of the 
United and Ueiitral Provinces wdience Calcutta draws her supplies wore 
adverse during the last three years. 'Pho result has been a serious decline 
in exports of grain and pulse fff)m Calcutta ; f he quantity has fallen by 
58*8 percent, and the value by 51*6 per cent, Shipmouis of rice /ell by 47*8 
per cent, in quantity' and by 16*3 imm’ cent, in value. Ceylon, the greatest cus- 
tomer, took 51 per cent, less. Shipments of wheat and Hour from Calcutta 
fell from 1,560,849 cwts, to 117,588 cwts. or 92 per cent. 'The outstanding 
feature of the year in the wheat luirket was the prohibition on the export of 
wheat. Exports of barley fell by about 100 per cent, from 1,081,997 cwts. 
to 1.075 irwts. only, while pulses fell from 1,5 13, .539 cwts. to 83Y,489 cwts. or 
44*7 per emit. 

385. 'Pwo years have now elapsed and no opium was exported from 
Calcutta to ( diina. Ilut there has been a marked expansion upon theprevioua 
year’s tigiires. 'I'lio number of chests exported from Calcutta rose from 9,151 
to 10,856 or 18*6 fier cent., but the value fell by 12*4 per cent, from Rs. 201 
lakhs to Us. 176 lakhs. 

386. Notwithstanding adverse circumstances the exports of lac wore 
greater by 10*6 per cent., but lower prices caused the total value to decline- 
by 16*7 per cent. 'Phe United States took the largest supplies, 53*6 per cent, 
of the whole ; the. United Kingdom comes next with 26*6 per cent. 

.387. Exports of raw cotton have receded considerably in quantity from 
566,433 cwts. to .366,.504 cwts. or 3.5*3 per cent, and in value by 47*3 percent. 
Japan has absorbed 53*2 per cent, of the total exports, but her demand in the 
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previous year was exceptional. Germany t(X)k 8’8 j or cent., Italy, tln' oidt widd tion. 
United States and the United Kingtloin all took much more. 

388. Shipments of indij^o rose by 13 per cenf, in (piantity, hut llu' valiu* indigo, 
expanded by 21)1*2 per cent., I In* ileelared avel•a)^e jtriei* having; rismi from 
Rs. 141) to Rs. 5l6 jier maund. 'Phe honui country has for some time past 
depended largely on synthetic indigo, hut with the commeneeiiK nt tjf hostilitii>K 
the import of that product from Germany stopptnl. Stocks of natural indig) 
were not large and the price rose to unheard of ranges. 'I’he high prie*‘S 
now ruling have encouraged the reopening of ahandoiied indigo faetorit>s, but 
the unprecedented prices for seed are an olistaele to much expansion. 

381). There was a decline of 1 7*8 per cent, in quantity and of 23*7 ]>er cooi and coko. 
cent, in value of coal and coke seirt to foreign ports. Th<) prcMluction of coal 
in Bengal and Bihar and Orissa increased during the year, but owing to 
want of tonnage th^ylon tooK less than in the preo'ding y«‘ar. All c«)untrie8 
except Aden which took more this year, rediicotl their purchases. 

390. The exports of saltpetre rose hy 21*7 per cent, in (piantity and 38*3 SMitpati.*. 
percent, in value, the highest n'corded since 191 1-12. With tlm outbreak of 
hostilities movements of this product wera controlled by (loverninent ami 
shipjuents of any quantity, under 20 per cent, refraction was only pmanitted 

to the United Kingdom. As a couhimiucmicc that country absorbeil .''lO'S |jer 
cent, of the year’s (‘xports. 

391. The export trach; of iMiittagong was much alfectfsl by th«) absence Aut«i.n ■•ng«i 
of tonnage and the v'aluo rt'ceded from Rs. 1*85 to Rs. 3*31 crones or by 31*1 p®*"*** 
percent. The heaviest deficits being under raw .lute and 'Pea. 

392. 'Pho following statement shows the relative shares of the principal Axport ti>ad« 

countries in the export trade! (merchandise only) of ('aleutta : — with otii«i. 

oounti*ltts. 



IU13-I4. 

1914-15. 


1914-15. 


Km. (IiiIcIih). 

Kh. (IiiIcIih). 

IVr cent, 
of total. 

I*cr cent, 
of total. 

United Kingdom 

25.11*17 

23.61*81 

25-6 

3.3-2 

Other British Po.ssessions 

12.7(M3 

10.38-93 

13-0 

14-6 

United States ... 

18..5313 

14,7736 

18-9 

20-8 

Germany 

11,2201 

3.12-16 

11-5 

4-4 

South America 

4,49*()4 

3,39-93 

4-6 

4-8 

Au.stria-Hungary 

3,98-01 

1,0.5-49 

4-1 

1-5 

France 

3,59*83 

1,4.5*15 

3-7 

2 

Japan 

2.75-46 

1.47-42 

2-8 

2 

Italy 

2,46-81 

1.7.5-67 

2-5 

2-5 

Hu.ssia 

2,08-27 

1,38-27 

2-1 

1-9 

.Tava 

1,. 50-65 

1.20-23 

1*5 

1-7 

China Treaty Ports 

1,10-91 

1.0.5-33 

1-1 

1*5 

Belgium * ... 

94-39 

40- 17 

1 

-6 

Total Exports (includ- 
ing bther countries). 

97,90-23 

71,1.3-00 

KiO 

100 


II.— FUO.VTIKU TKADK. 

[Report on the Frontier Trade of Betignl for 1914-1 6-] 

393. The total value of the trade with the .adjacent States of Sikkim pponciai. trai 
Nepal, Tibet, and Bhutan in the year ending 31st March 191.5, amounted to 

Rs. 108*88 lakhs exclusive of the movements of treasure, tho registration of 
Which continues to be defective. This figure represents a decrease of 
Rs. 14*87 lakhs or 12 per cent, due to the effect of war. 

394. Of the total value of the imports into Bengal (Rs. 76 lakhs), 38 imports into 
per cent, came from Sikkim, 34 fjer cent, from Nepal, 24 per cent, from 

Tibet, and the balance of about 4 per cent, from Bhutan. The principal 
articles of import into Bengal were : — from Sikkim animals, living — Rs. 5*90 
lakhs, grain and pulse 5*44 lakhs, Rs. 1*4 lakh and spices Rs. 2*72 lakhs. 

There was practically no import of brass and copper during the year from 
Sikkim. From Nepal, animals Rs. 15*32 lakhs, fruits, vegetaliles and nuts, — 
other kinds Rs. 6*61 lakhs, and provisions — ghi^ Rs. 1*46 lakh; from 
Tibet, raw wool, which constitutes the main staple of import, 47,223 maunds. 
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* valu«'<l at (Us. 1 n6 lakhs), mui-k atnl yaks’ tails, valued jointly at Rs 78 
thouHaml ; from liliutan, aniiiialH. valued at Us. 1*44 lakhs. 

'Mo. Of the total e.xports (Us. 33*90 lakhs), 46 per cent, went to Sikkim, 
lo |)er cent, to Nepal, 34 per cent, to Tibet, and about 5 jjcr cent, to Bhutan. 
The i;xports from Bengal to Sikkim consisted mainly of cotton manufactures 
(Us. 2*47 lakhs), provisions (Us. 2*8 lakhs), grain and pulse chiefly rice 
(Us. 2*38 lakhs), and metals and manufactures tlusreof (Us. 1*25 lakhs) ; to 
Nepal, cotton manufactures (Us. 2*72 lakhs), and metals (Us. 37,000) ; and to 
Tib«'t, cotton piece-goods (Us. 3*84 lakhs), metals (Rs. 1*69 lakh), and 
wotilhm piece-g«jo<ls (Us. 1'.59 lakh). The principal commodities exported to 
Bhutan w<*re cotton piece-gootls, valued at Rs. 34,000 and spices at Rs. 48,000. 


II1.-C0ASTI\(J TKAUK. 

[Krport on tlio Maritiiia* Tratlu i)f for 1914-15.] 


396. 'I’he total value of the cresting trade, including Government stores 
and treasure, of Bengal, amounted to Us. 23*3 cwores, a decrease of Usk 6*4 
crores. Iti (Calcutta, to which 86 per cent, of the trado belongs, there was an 
Increas<! in imports of privat<! merchandise from Us. 11*09 crores to Us. 11*86 
crores, but exports <leclined by Rs. 3*09 crores. Transactions in most of those 
articles that form the bulk of Calcutta’s import trade with Indian ports con- 
tracted, and it was oidy owing to the phenomenal receipts of rice from Burma 
(which rose in value from Us. 2*76 to Us. 4*88 ci'ores) and groundnuts from 
Ma<lrnH an increase from Rs. 13 to Rs. 91 lakhs that th < total trado showed 
any irnprovtuneut. Imports of mineral oil from Burma declined from 54 to 
51 million gallons and the value from Rs, 1*98 to Rs. 1*95 crore, paddy 
from Us. 73 to Us. 62 lakhs, teak from Rs. 69 to Rs. 49 lakhs and raw cotton 
from Us. 30 to Us. 15 lakhs. Under exports there was a general contraction 
in most of the' principal articles. Jute manufactures dropped from Rs. 3*14 to 
Us. 1*83 crore. Coal d<;clined from Us. 2*19 to Us. 1*68 crore. The partial 
failure of the Bengal crops restricted exports of grain and pulse and the 
value declined from Us. 107 to Us. 64 lakhs. 


IV.— TUAI>;-: BY KAILWAY AND lUVBR. 

[Report on tlie Tra*le carried by Rail and River In 1914-15.] 

397. The main divisions of this trade and its estimated value are 
exhibiteil in the following table : — 


Yk.\b. 

i 

Imports into 

including 
CalciUta from 
othor proviiKvs. 

Exports from 
Boiignl, including 
Uulcntta to 
other pniviiices. 

Imports into 
Calcutta from 
the rest of 
Bengal. 

Exports from 
Calcutta to 
the rest of 
Bengal. 

1913- 11 ... { 

1914- 15 ... ^^'”* 

196.102,324 
58,28,29.106 ! 
186.363,128 | 
51,02.81,614 I 

66.168,190 

49.72,48,571 

78,906,689 

51,90,64,381 

135,852,100 
59,28,04,187 ! 
118,315,429 1 
46,30.42,677 I 

j 

1 

I 41,519.657 
40,26,96,825 
40,819,917 
40,43,87,26a 


'The imports into Bengal, including Calcutta, were valued at Rs. 54 
crores, of which 37 per cent, came from Bihar and Orissa, 27 per cent, from 
Assam, 17 per cent, from tlie United Provinces, 6 per cent, from the Central 
Provinci's and Berar, 3 per cent, from the Punjab, and the balance of 10 
per cent, from other provinces. Of the total exports (Rs. 62 crores), 38 per 
cent, went to Bihar and Orissa, 25 per cent, to the United Provinces, 16 per 
cent, to Assam, 7 per cent, to the Punjab, 4 per cent, to the Central Provinces 
and Berar, and the remainder, 10 per cent., to other provinces. 
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398. The ))rineipal articles of import into Beiif^al. iuelmlin^ ('aleutta, p«»'*‘ ribu ti 
were from Bihar and Orissa, coal and coke (Ils. 4 croi’es), oil-seeds (Us. 2‘9 •"»p®'**» 
crores), railway materials (Ks. 2"4 crores), cfrain and pulse (Us. 2 crores), jute 

(Ks. 93 lakhs), hides and skins (Rs. 91 lakhs), and lac (Rs. (hi lakhs) ; 
from the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. oil-setvls (Rs. 2’2 erores;, grain 
and pulse (Rs. 1*6 crore), hides and skins (Rs. 1 cror<*), ^^{*(Rs. 74 lakhs), 
opium (Rs. 70 lakhs), and lac (Rs. 39 lakhs); from Assam, tea (Rs. 11*11 
crores), grain and pulse (Rs. 1*2 crore), and jute (Rs. 01 lakhs) ; from tin* 

Central Provinces and Berai*, cotton, raw (Rs. l*()5 crorc's), whi'at 
lakhs), and hid <*8 (Rs. 16 lakhs) ; and from the Punjab, wheat (Rs. 41 lakhs) 
and hides and skins (Rs. 18 lakhs). 

399. The exports from Btmfral, includinjf Calcutta, to Bihar and Orissa Ruport* frow 
comprised mainly cotton manufactures (Rs. 6*87 crores), rice (Rs. 2*63 crores), 

metals and manufactures of metals (Rs. 2*5() cn)res), oils, ehielly km'osene 
(Rs. 1 crore), railway plant and I'olling-stock (Rs. 1*21 crore), sugar (Rs. 80 
lakhs), salt (Rs. 77 lakhs), spices (Rs. 53 lakhs), and gunny-bags (Rs. 37 
lakhs) ; to the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, cotton manufactures 
(Rs. 3*67 crores), grain and pulse, chiefly rice (Rs. 2*89 crores), metals and 
maivwfactures of metals (Rs. 1*5 crore), sugar (Rs. 1*20 crore), k<>roHene oil 
(Rs. 71 lakhs), gunny-bags ami cloth (Rs. 54 lakhs), and railway plant and 
rolling-stcxjk (Rs. 44 lakhs) ; to Assam cotton manufactures (Rs. 1*96 crore), 
metals and manufactures of metals (Rs. 1*46 crori‘), i*lce (Rs. 79 lakhs) and 
sugar (Rs. 54 lakhs); to the Punjab, cotton manufactures (Rs. 82 lakhs), 
gunny-bags and cloth (Rs. 80 lakhs), rice (Rs. 51 lakhs), metals and manu- 
factures of metals (Rs. 38 lakhs), and sugar (Rs. 18 lakhs) ; while exports to 
the Central Provinces and Borar consisted principally of sugar (Rs. 26 lakhs), 
rice (Rs. 24 lakhs), gunny-bags and cloth (Rs. 16 lakhs), k(M*osem' oil (Rs. 16 
lakhs), and cotton jueco-goods — foreign (Rs. 14 lakhs). 


PUBLIC WORKS. 

Establishment. 

400. One of the principles of the reorganisation scheme iiromulgated »»•••"«»>* or th* 
in 1912 is that the superior posts {i.e., administrative and divisional charges 

and charges of equal importance), in the Engineer Establishment shall be supaHoi* pesta. 
held by qualified officers of the Imperial and Provincial services who have 
completed 10 years’ service. In order to a<lmit of an equable flow of promo- 
tion to timse posts, it was decided that the. total strength of the ostablishment 
should bear a definite relation to the number of the superior posts. On this 
principle the Gov<*rnment of India have fixed the superior posts for this 
Presidiuicy at 15 Imperial and 8 Provincial, and the strength of the Engineer 
Establishimuit of the Province at 48, of whom 32 are in the Imperial and 16 
in the Provincial branch. 

401 . Under the orders of the Government of India issued in 1892, 

one appointment in the I’rovincial Engineer Service was annually guaranteed SrAm!i?of ^iTo 
to the Engineer students of the Civil Engineering College, Bibpur. It is Pubiio wopus 
not, however, p-ossible to maintain this rate of i’<;cruitment, as the Bengal 
cadre of Engineers was reduced on the reconstitution of the Province in 
April 1912. The Government of India has accordingly decided, in order to 
keep faith with the students of the Sibpur Engineering College who 
entered the College when one appointment a year was guaranteed, to give the 
qualified student in alternate years a State Railway appointment. 

402. The Government of India, when sanctioning a second Chief ®» 

Engineer for Bengal for five years for the present, suggested that steps BrprJ^riitt «na 
should be taken to reduce work in the Secretariat. With this end in view PMW>owoi»k« 
the Local Government has sanctioned the delegation to Superintending ^^*'7"**"* 
Engineers of certain powers which have hitherto been exorcised by Govern- 
ment, the discontinuance of certain reports and returns to Government, and 

the submission of others at longer intervals. 

403. The system of entrusting electrical works in connection with 
Government buildings to private firms not, having proved satisfactory, a SIwwon.*' 
temporary Government Electrical Division was created on the Ist April 1908 
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HM an (■xp<trimcnt.. It provi><i to bo both BueceBsfuI and ocoiiomical, but its 
i>f)oratioiiH vvoro liarnpcivd owing to tho lotnporary nature of the Division. 
'I'lio best tiion both in tin: superior and sul)ordiuaro establishments could not 
bo induced to remain. With a view to remove this diiHculty and to retain 
other advantages, the Secretary of Statt* sanctioned the Electrical Division 
being placeil on a permanent r<M)tiiig. This was done on the 1st January 
11)14, and a specially riualified Electrical Engineer was placed in charge of it 
on a salary of Us. tj(K) — 4{) — 1,00() per mensem. 

404. At the instance of tho I’ort Facilities Committee a special officer, 
Major Hirst, i.A., Din*ctor of Surveys, was appointed to investigate the 
(}uestion of riv»:r improvcunent and to prepan* a complete survey of the river 
llooghly between Calcutta ami Nadia. The work was difficult, requiring 
very careful investigation. 

40,'». At tho instance of the Education Department preliminary works 
were started in connection with the buildings of the proposed Dacca 
Hniversity at a cost of 1) lakhs of rupees. As it was impossilile for this 
work to be umlertaken by tho ordinary staff of the Dacca Public Works 
Division in nd<lition to tht'ir other duties, a special temporary Divisirm called 
the Dacca Hniversity Division was formt'd and 'placed in charge of an 
expfu'iencod Executive Eugim'er assiste I by a subordinate Engineering 
staff of two Upper and three Lower Sul)ordinates. 


Buildings. 

lob. 'I'he total outlay of the j’ear on works ainounted to Us. 1,. 58, 70, 41 1. 
of \vhi<‘h Us. ‘,),7t58,OIS weri> spent by the Pul)lic Works Department and 
Us. fl,l02,.‘t!).‘{ by local authoritii's. Of the expenditure of Us. 97,68.018 
incurred by tin' Public W'orks Departnumt Us. 10, 27, .3,52 w’ero spent on 
Imperial works, Us. 86, 21, .‘151 o:\ Pr«)vincial Works anil Us. l,19,,S15 on local 
and contribution works. 


I.M1'KUIAL WORKS. 

107. aVu/< (loias (il ChiUayomj — The raising of tho low land and con- 
struction of embankment for railway sidings and roads were completed. Two 
wagon weighbridges wore erected and permanent-way for the sidings was laid 
through tlm agency of the Assam-Bimgal Uailway. The construction of two 
screw-pile jetties and a shed for w'eighing scales was commenced. A pucca 
w'ell for the use of the staff w'us sunk in the compound. 

108. The follow’ing works were in progress during tho year : — 

Ih'rtain inti'rnal improvements in the General Post Office bgilding, Cal- 
cutta ; construction- of the Postmaster’s quarters at Krishnagar and additions 
and alterations to the Post Office ; construction of a Post Office at Alipur 
Duars and at (diittagong; s*)mo additional work in connection w'ith the 
additions and alterations to the Post Office and Postmaster’s quarters at 
llarisal ; ciaistruction of a comlunod Post and Telegraph office at Natore 
town ; and aclditions and alterations to the combined Post and Telegraph 
office at Uajshahi. 

The following works wt're completed during tho year : — 

Fitting up the lirst lloor romns of tho old Central Telegraph Office, 
Calcutta, with bins, gangways, and staircases for the accommodation of the 
Cheek OlVn-e of the Telegraph Department ; additions and alterations to tho 
ground floor of the Central Telegraph Office, Calcutta, for the accommodation 
of the Parctd and Sorting Section of the Postal Department and for the 
(luarters of tin' Assistant Postmaster ; electric installation in the old Central 
'1'eh‘graph Office, (’alcutta ; erection of an electric lift in the Telegraph 
Check Office, (Jaloutta (old Telegraph Office) ; additions and alterations to 
the (Nimbiiu'd Post and Telegraph Offices at Suri and Burdwan ; additions 
and alterations to tho combined Post and Telegraph Office with Postmaster’s 
<]uarters at Dinajpur ; and construction of a combined Post and Telegraph 
office W'ith Sub-Postmaster’s quarters at Balurghat. 
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409. Wiriiiflf for twt) KKimp. are lamps at the l}iM»lo;rioal Survey Ollice. 
Indian Museum, Calcutta, was completed. 

410. The silver tanks in the compound of the I'hoto-litho OiKce, 
Calcutta, were enlarged and reeon.structed, an additional deveh>j)in:' room in 
the llolio section and a lavatory’ (»n the seeond floor of the Surveytir-deneral’s 
Office, (Jalculta. were provided. One Imrse-power motor, one fan ami sevim 
Solenoid starters were installed at the Photo-lit ho Office. 

411. In St. .lames’s Parsonage the surface drains wen' improveil — east- 
iron down pipe.s were suhstituted in place of earthen spouts. (%'rtain im- 
provements to the Church of Koine at Saidpur were completed. 

412. The adilitions and alterations in connection with the sanitary 
arrangements and other w«)rks in the Bishop’s Palace w»*i‘e completed. An 
installation of eight points for two ceiling and si.v tahle fans, three power 
plugs^and four liglits for the Lord Bishoji’s Palace was eompleti'd. 

413. At the Dhurrumtollah Pn*ss Buildings a cook-room and servants’ 
room for the Foundry Foreman and a cook-shed for menials wen' huilt. The 
rewiring of the electric installation in the Central Press, Calcutta, was taken 
up. The installation of a ventilating fan in the Type Foundry and tJic instal- 
latiou.of electric pumps ftg’ tire protection in the Dliurnimtollah Pn'sscs were 
completed. 

414. New latrines ami urinals with umler-drainage were constructed in 
the compound of the Meteorological Otlici' at Alipon*. 
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PIU)V1N(JIAL VVuUKS. 

41.5. The rewiring of the elet'tric installation in the old High Court High coui*t. 
building, Calcutta, was completed. 

41(5. No. iS.5, Low('r Circular Koid, was leased by Oovinuiment for 5 years 
for the establishment of a .Juvenile (Jourt and House of Detention for ®®‘*'***' 

juvenile offenders arrested or conv'ictcd within the Presidency t<twn of 
Calcutta. Necessary repairs and also adilitions and alterations, including 
an electric installation, were carrietl out. 

The following works were comph'ted liuring the ye.ir : — 

The installation of electric lights in the Civil Court at Howrah ; 
the new Civil Court at Bankura ; an additional Imilding 

for the Hubdi visional Court at Naruil ; a siiigb' Munsili at 
Asansol ; a record-rack in the new Munsili at Asansol; the 
new Collectorate at Midnapore; additions and altiu’ations to 
the Civil Court at Khulna; the MuiiHiff’s Court at (Jiubaria: 

the Collectorate at Barisal : a Khas Tahsil ollice at Contai ; a 

iibrary room in the Subdivisional Court building at Aram- 
bagh ; the Commissioner's Oflict* at .lalpaiguri ; record-racks 
foj* the criminal records in the Magistrate’s Court, Dinajpur: 
an installation of lights and fans in the Magistrate and 

Collector's Court buildings at Dacca; a Uecord-room and Verna- 
cular Office, including peons’ quarters, in the Hettlement 
Ollice, ami the Drawing Office for the Hettlement operations 
at Boalia. 

The following works wore in progress during the year : — 

Additions and alterations to the District .Judge’s Court at Midnapore ; 
the Subdivisional Court, Tamluk; two sheds for the Settlement 
Presses and Vernacular Office at Boalia ; and the Sub- 
divisional Court at Munshiganj. 

417. The construction of the two Munsiffs’ quarters at Diamond 
Harbour was completed. The construction of quarters for the Sub- Munsiirs' 
Deputy Collectors at Satkhira and Basirhat was completed. The •'•••danoaa. 

construction of a subdivisional residence at Tangail was completed. The 
construction of a Second Officer’s quarters at Pirojpur was completed, except 
for a few small details. The construction of a Thinl Officer’s quarters 
at Pirojpur was in progress. At Rajbari the construction of a Subdivisional 
Officer’s residence was completed, except one of the servants’ quarters, which 
was still in progress. 


M 
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« 

IIH. 'Dm* work of ailditionH and alteratioiiH to the Circuit-house at 
Paliiia was almost oonijilcfod. 

11!». 'I’ll*' eoiistrnetioa of a new iiniior wandiouse at Barrackpore 
w’as eoinmiMUM'd and nearly completed. The K.veise wai’tdiousi> at Bankura 
was ctanpleted ami that at KnHhnaf^ir wan extended. A liquor warehouse 
and (join at Bamhd was under construction, ami a li<iuor warehouse 
was constiueted at Basirliat. .Materials were <'ollectcd for the construction 
of an e.\cis“ warehouse at Bliairah, and work was cottumuiccd during tho 
year. At ( Miittaffonif a homled liquor wareloiiisc! was comph'ted, e.xcept tho 
cotnpound fencing and roads. 

120. Tlie installation of lights and fans in the Covernor’s Binly (fuard 
Lines at Alipore was completed. Tim fiXlowing works in eonni'ction with 
(L)vernment ILuise, Itarjeelintf. were completed ; — 

I J New kitehen win^f. 

(2) linmarrieil Bandsmen’s qiiarti.-rs. 

{'.») Marrii'd ditto. 

(0 t^uarters for the Band Serjfeant-major. 

(o) Hospital ami Assistant Surgt'on’s <iuarters. 

♦ • • 

rile latrines attached to ( iovernment Ifousi*. Darjeeling, were «lismanth‘d 
and new reinroreed concrete latrines of the Hush type erected and connected 
with the munieipal sewage system. 

'I'lm following new iuiildings wen* hegun and almost c‘omplcted : — 

1) (latetJuard ILmse at ( Jovc'rnment House, Darjeiding. 

' :i) ( oirkha t luarls’ quarters ditto, ditto.- 

(•!,' I.umlier Boom ditto, ditto. 


.\ eonsideralile extension to (.Iovernment Houst*, Dacca, was comnu‘nccd 
and completed as an urg<*nt work Itefore His Kxtjelleney’s visit in duly IS)I4. 

tifl. riie elect rie installation in tin* Bengal S(>cretariat Branch Press 
at No. .‘i, Koilaghat Street, was eonq)lct«*il. 'I'lie electric installation in the 
Beconl-mom. Block No. \ , and the installation of lights and fans in some of 
the rooms of the Bi'iigal Secretariat l’n*ss in Writers’ Buildings were com- 
pleted. The additions and alterations to the «>leetric installation in the 1st 
floor of Bl ock No. Ill, Writers’ Buihlings, occupied l>y the Public Works 
Department, were eoniph*t.<*d. 'I'he r»*inodelling of the latrines attached to tho 
(.'ireiiit -house, t he Bengal Secretariat, ami Meatlow Bank, Darjeeling, was in 
progri'ss. Certain improvements to the Branch Press Manager’s (piarters and 
the Press in fin* old (.hitcln*ry Julilding, Darjeeling, wi*re taken in hand and 
completed. I’he construction of a new vSecrclariat for the B»*ngal (Jovern- 
meiit oHiecs when in residence at Dacca was ooniniencM* I, and tho foundations 
were luiilt up to ground level. 

Land was purchased from the Calcutta Corporation for the 
resi lem*e of the Supcrinti'inlent of Police, 2-1-Parganas, Alipore, and the 
ciuistriK’tion of the building was nearly completed. The electric installation 
in the ipiarters of the Principal, Calcutta Madrassa. was complcteil. The 
iniprov«‘im*nts to t he Civil Surgeon’s residence at Suri, which were com- 
nu'iicod last year. w<*re conq>h*t('d. Tho construction of a residence for tho 
Distrii't diidge of Khulna and tin* construction of a resilience for the Civil 
Surgeon at Khulna were completed. The construction of the Settlement 
OtHcer’s quarters at Boalia was in progress. The impi’ovements to the 
Superintendent of Police’s residence at Bogi'a were finished, e.xcept the com- 
pound fencing. The construction of the Civil Surgeon’s I’csidence at Bangpur 
was completed. The a<ldilions and alterations to tho Civil Surgeon’s resi- 
dence at Bogra wi»re nearly completed. The construction of the Deputy 
Sanitary (.hunmissioner’s resideni'c at tialpaiguri was completed. The 
construction of a residence for the District Judge at Barisal was in prioress. 
A ivsidenci* for the Suivrintendent of Police at Faridpur was completed, and 
the construction of a residence for tho Civil Surgi?on at Bangainati was in 


prigress. 

li*J. 'riie New Forms Stores in connection with the Press in the Central 
.lail at Alipore were nearly completed. A water reservoir and pump shed 
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for supplyinjf unfiltoivil water from Tolly's n<i/«f to the of f|j(< jute 

mill in the rresideiicy .Jail were ereeteil. Quarters for the .Jailor aiul Head 
Warder were erected in the eoinpound of the Sul)-.Jail at JJarasal. The con- 
struction of tw«) diimi)inK stations in the I’n'sidency .Jail, (^dcutta, was 
completed. The erection of new quarters for the ;trd Assistant .Jailor of the 
Central .J.ail. Alipore. \yas nearly eomph-te.l. Th*‘ installai ion of lights and 
fans and a goods lift in the iMn-nis J}hx:k at the Aliport* N(mv ('entral 
Jail was completed. The installation of special lights for ISomh IVisiuiers 
in Alipore Jail was completed. The installation df eh'etric lights in the 
European Undertrial ward and in the Jute Mill, etc., in the Presidenev Jail, 
Alipore, was coinjdeted. The (‘Xteusion of the .Suh-jail at Satkhira was in 
progress. The construction of family (luarters for the Head ^\'arders attache<i 
to tin' Sul)-Jail at lialurghat, the improvt'unuits to the existing arrangement 
of water-sujiply in the jail at Dinajpur, the extension of the .Jailor’s ()lli<*e in 
the lloalia Central Jail, the enlargi'inent of the liogra .Jail, and the improve- 
un'iits to the jail huildings at IJogra wmu' complett'd. The construction of 
the Jail Hospital, llangpur. was more than thn'e-fourihs completed. The 
improvements of the Jailor’s qu.arters, Malda, was two-thirds compi«*tt‘d. A set 
of 12. quarters for the subordinate oHicers of the (’entral .lail at Dacc-a was 
constriicteil. Tlie water-supply of the Jail at Mymensingh was improved. 
Tlie construction of the Sub-Jail buildings at Mymensingh was comi)let.e<|. 
The construction of a hajat ward and confessing cells in the (\‘ntral .Jail 
at Dacca was also completed. The ad«litions ainl alt»>rations to the segrega- 
tion ward in the Mymensingh .Jail were nearly completed. In the District 
Jail at Comilla a rice godowii, segregation ward and a workshe 1 went nearly 
completed. Tlie construction of a hospital, an undertrial ward and tin' lilling 
in of low lands in the (Jomilla .Jail were in progress. The work of installing a 
pipe walei'-supjilj' in the .Jail at Harisal was completed. 

•121. 'Hie Sergeants’ Harr.ack, Lai JJazar, was comph'ted. The Jiirjitolla 
outpost buihling was recoiistructc'd on a new and raised site near tin' old 
building. The additions and alterations to premises No. 2, nankshall Street, 
to accommodatt' the Police (Jourt and to the Polic<! Morgue at the Medical 
(.’ollege were completed. At Paikpara in'w barracks for 120 arme.l Police 
and (lUarters for the European Sergeants ami .Jainadars wt'n* comph'ted. 
The construction of a European Female Vagrant Ward in tin' (loverninent 
Workhouse, Amherst Street, was completed. 'I’he electric installations in 
the New Police (Jentral I{arr,ack at Lal Bazar, the Jiarracks and jiaraile ground 
of the armed Police at Paikpara and in the Police (^ourt at No. 2, Bankshall 
Street, were completed. The Police Hospitals at (Jhinsurah and 'Bankura 
were complete 1. The Town outpost at Kharuabazar at (Jhinsurah, and the 
Sadar police-station at Bankura were also completed. The T/tana buildings 
at G.al8i were reconstructed. Land for the Police buildings .it (3hoa in Mur- 
shidabad district was acquired and the house known as Mission Hostel ” at 
Bankura was purchased and thoroughly repaired for the accommodation of the 
Bankura Town Police. A barrack with cook-room and privy for the accom- 
modation of 2 Head-constables and 24 constables at the S.adar poHce-sUation, 
Khulna, was constructed. The additions and altor.ations to the 1st and 2ncl 
Sub-Inspectors’ quarters at Ainta were in progn'ss. 

The following buildings wore completed in the Northern Gircb? : — 

European Iuspector.s’ quarters and a l)arrack for the armed Police Reserve 
at .Talpaignri; tlie Police Lines at Rangpur; a double-storeyed liarraek and 
k,itchen for the Town Police at Kcir.seong ; Police-station building at Nandi- 
gnim and Palma; Sub-Inspector’s and Head-constables’ quarters, Chau kidari 
shed, and Constables’ cook-shed at Natore police-station; additions and 
alterations to the Police offices at Rajshahi and Dinajpur ; aiul a temporary 
barrack for 60 additional recruits and 4 Head-constal)les in the Constables’ 
Training Scliool, Rajshahi. 

The following works were in progress : — 

Tlie Police barmcks at Bloomfield Spur ; Police buildings at Sibganj, 
Sherpur, Kahaloo, S:iidpur, Gangachora and HarisJichandrapur ; tlie two 
Sub- Inspectors’ quarters at the Eotwali police-station, Bogra; the Police 
Hospital at Jalpaiguri; the Police Investigating centres at Kaharul, Birol, 
Bochaganj, Debipur, Haripur and Eushmudi in the Rajshahi Division ; 
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• ImpniVuments t<‘ the quarters of the Inspectors of Police, Nos. 1 aiul II Divi* 
sions; anil the Deputy Superintendent of Police’s residence ut Balurghat. 

The following works in connection with the Central Police Training 
Colh-ge at Sarda were eonipleted ; — 

Dinirters for Deiuity Supi'rintcndentH of Police, ti Inspectors and 6 
Suh-lnspectors ; the Dispensary Imilding ; il Clerks’ and one Coinpounder’.s 
quarters; Suh-lnspector’s (juarters No. 4 ; the Obstacle course and nicks in 
the police Tiaining College. 

The (jxisting old V^)lunteer headquarters at Darjeeling were dismantled 
and the erection of quarters f*)r the Sadav Inspector, Ohourasta, Sergeant and 
Town Inspectors on this site was starteil. • 

In the Kastern Circle, the following Police buildings were constructed ; — 


.\ barnu’k and cook-sheds for 11 constables at Kagiuari in Myinensingh 
district ; quarters for 2 Sulj-Inspectors at Narayanganj and at Lohajang; 
Inv(^stigating cent res at ManikgsinJ and Lohajang ; and barracks and cook- 
sheds for Military Dtdachinents at .lanialpur, Munshiganj, Manikganj, 
Tangail, Netrokona and Kishoreganj. 

'I'he buihlings f(*r the D.acca .Military Police llattalion wen* still in*prr)- 
gresH. 'I'lie Investigating centri* at Pirojpur in Hakarganj district was 
eoinpleteil. 'I'he Investigating centre at Matberia and lladartuni were 
appmaeliing coiupletion at the end of tin* year. 'I'ln* Investigating centres 
at .lhalakati and llanaripara were under construction. An Investigating 
centre was constrmded at Muradnagar in tin* district of Tip| era. The 
construction of a barrack lor lil constables and a parade shed at Uajbari wa.*^ 
eomph*te«|. 'The construction of an otUci* for tin* Supi*rintendent of Police 
at Paridfiur was in progrc*ss. lh*si<lein*es for the Assistant Superintend(*nts of 
Police W(*rc constructt*d at Madaripur and Patuakhali. In the Keserve* Police* 
Lines at ( 'hit tagong the ejuarters for tin' married Sub-Insp(*ctors and Head- 
eonstabh's were eoinpleti*d. 'I’ln* in*w’ lnv(>stigating (*entre8 at Begumganj 
and at Sainlip were completed, exe<*pt tin* latriin*s and iinprov(*nn*nts in the 
compound. In the tdiittagong Hill 'I’racts the construction of a Police t/iana 
with Sub-Inspector’s quarters at Kuma was eomphded. 

li'.'i. Land was acciuiretl for (1) the Muhammadan Arts College and the 
Calcutta Madrassa ; (,!*) tin* construction of a hostc*! for St. Xavi<*r’s (’ollege, 
Calcutta ; v.‘D tlm construction of tin* David Hare 'rraining (Jollcgt*, Ballyganj. 
Sanitary improv(*un*nts wen* nnnh* in tin* Hastings House at Alipore, which 
has been converted into a ia'sid**ntial school for Indian 1 oy.s. Structural 
additions and alterations wer«* also carrit*d out tt) lit the buildings for school 
purjtoses. Land was also acquired for the construction of a host«*l fen* 
the llangabasi Colh*gc, (Calcutta. Tin* additions ami alterations to the 
l'oard»*rs’ (juarters at the lh*thune (Jollege, Calcutta, were comi)h*ted. The 
installation of an (*h*ctric ventilating fan in the Chemioal Laboriitory of tho 
Presidency College was completed. Provision of an (*leetric installation 
in Hastings ihjuse was commenced, ami an «*h*ctric installation for the 
College and School Departments and Students’ hostel, Hethune College, 
Calcutta, W(*re compIeti*d. 'I’he comjioiiml of the Harrackpore (lovernment 
School was raised, and surface drains and pathways constructed. Certain 
inq'idvements w»*re made in the C(m*rnment School at Barasat. The exten- 
sions <»f the Hindu hostel and the (Jhemical Laboratory buildings attached 
to tin* Hooghly Collegt*, tho extension of the Hindu hostel attached to tho 
Bankura Zilla Sclmol ami tho construction of a hostel for Muhammadan 
studt*nts attaclu*d to the Zilla School at Jessore were completed. The 
construction of a (/urM-training School at Sanko and Ghatbaor was 
completed. The construction of tho Practising schools attached to the 
(rM/*M-training schools at Kamalpur and Debagram in tho Nadia district 
was far advanced. The connection of the Hooghly Training School 
bivirding-house. Head Master’s quarters and Branch School, with the 
municijial main at ILxghly, was nearly comjileted. Tho construction of a 
residence for the Head Master of the Zilla School at Khulna was completed. 
For the 'I’aki Government School land was acquir«*d for the extension of the 
Himlu hostel, and a Muhammadan hostel was constructed. The works of 
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providing iulditional ac(;oinnKKlation in tlio (.JovornnuMit School at Taki and 
constructing an additi«>nal h«)Stcl for the siiulcnts \v«*iv in progress. 

The improvements t«) tlie (TurM-training seh«)t>ls at tloynagar an«i Kulpi 
were complefeil ami the improvements t»> ilie ^/nm-training School at 
Diamond llarhour wen* in progress. Tin' following works were compicfcd 
in the Northern Circh* : — ('onstruction of gtnh'wns over the t*xisting kiteln'n 
attached to the Victoria Ihiys’ Scho«»l, Kurseong ; the new school Iniildings 
and hospital for St. Paul’s School, Darjeeling; llayley (tohindnial Technical 
School, Kaiigpur ; the e.xtension of the Zilla School. Kangpur ; the High 
School, dalpaiguri ; the Shihhati Santihala Mcnlel (Jirls’ Sclnml at Rtgra ; 
the e.xtension of Muhammadan and Hindu hostels attaclnnl to the Malda Zilla 
School ; frwrM-t raining sclnxils atjiogra. Nilphaniari. llajshahi. Dinajpur and 
Pahna ; and hostels for the Muhammadan boys of the Palma Zilla Sclnx)!, 

The improvement to the sanitation of the Dow Hill (Jirls’ ScIkm'I and tin* 

V’ictoria Hoys’ ScIumJ at Kurseong wi're nearly completed. The construction 
of a hostel for the llajhanshis, Hangpur Zilla School, was linished c.xcept 
a drain and a few other jH'tty items. The main building for the Physical 
Laboratory, Kajshahi (h)lh’ge. was complett‘d, except tin* I'lectric installation. 

An installation of electrical lights and fans was provided in tin* Training 
Colh'j^o and Practising ^School at Dacca and conm'cte.l with the Dacca 
Klectric Sujiply ('<'mj)any’H mains. 'Phe restoration and rejviir of an old 
residence and tin' *)ld gateway in the Hidhanpalli area now added to the 
Dacca Oollege as a (hillegc* Museum wen; completctl. 'Pin* cfuistruction of a 
f?M.m-training School at Mymensingh was in in’ogn ss. A f/wm-t raining 
School at Cheria and a .^luhammadan hostel for the Mid<lh' Knglish School at 
Cox’s Hazar W(*re completed. Tin* construction of the Dr. Kliastagir’s double- 
storeyed (Jirls’ School and hostel with out-ollic'es at Ohittagong was ne.aring 
completion. Tin* three-storeye<l (^’iitral .Muhammadan hostc*! with oiit- 
oilices at (Chittagong was completed. Tin* (/urw-t raining schools at Kaliajuri 
and Aliganj were almost completed. A barrack for 4 teachers and the vSuh- 
Inspcctor of Schools at Uangamati Nvas nearly complet'd. Tin* construction 
of a Physical Laboratory for the new Dacca University was started and 
foumlations and plinth completed. 'Phe construction of a dining hall ami 
kitchen for the new (College of iln; Dacca University was commenc«*d and 
built up to plinth level when tlu' work was temporarily suspended. 

In adilition to the above a V(*ry larg«* numb(*r of grant-in-aid buildings 
w’l're designed in detail ami sujx'rviscil by the Public Works De|)artmcnt. 

42t>. A Pl.ague w’ard in the compotiml of the (Cami)bcll Hospital at 
Seahlah was built, (^tiarters for tin* stall’ nurs»>s were built on the roof of 
the lirst floor of the existing nurses’ (piarters in the Sambhu Nath Panrlit 
Hospital at Hhowanipur. A fire service ami an <*lcciric installation wen' 
l)rovitled in the Kuropean Lunatic Asylum at Hhowanipur. The construction 
of a now s;i(‘cial ward for feinah? inmates in tin* Albert V’ictor Leper Asylum 
at Oobra wjw in progress. Land was acquired for the* new Kyc* Hospital, 

Medical College, Calcutta The ScIk)oI «)f Tropical Medicine was completed 
except the out-hoU8f*s, which were not startcxl pi*nding tin' acquisition of a 
portion of .Medical (’ollege Street. The new Diptln*ria Ward on the roof 
of the M ('dical (’ollege Hospital, the electric installation and alteration to 
the lift for the Diptheria wanl wen3 complct<*<l. The rearrangement of tin' 
electric installation and the provision of additional lights anrl fans in the 
Isolation Hlock of the Medical (’ollege Hospital was completed. Mortu.aries 
at Mi'lnapore and Jalpaiguri were completed. The cf'nstruction of an office 
and godown for the Civil Surgeon at Dinajpur was completed. 

427. The construction of the Sub-Registrar’s office and quarters at R«B<«*'*a«oii 
D iamond Harbour was completed. The work of n;-r(jofing the 2nd Officer’s 
quarters at Contai to bo used as a Sub-Registry office was completed. The 
Sub-K(*gistry offices at Hera, Katheadi and Monochardi were completed. The 
extension of the Sub-Registry offices at Hogra. Noakhali and Palashbari and 
the alteratiotis to the Registration Office at (Jomilla were in pnjgress. The 
dispensary building at (xaibandha was purchased for the Sub-Registry office 
there. The extension of the Sadar Ri'gistration office at Dacca was com- 
pleted. The extension of the Khas Mchal office at Khanjanpur for the 
accommodation of the Sub-Registry office was in progress. 
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Tilt? oouipouml of this lieupfal Votfiinary CoUogo, Belgachia, was 
partly raim il. Tlio construction of an otfico, go lown, dispensary, two isolation 
cattlit sheds, an ainliiilaiice shed and the inipr<ivetnents to the filtered water- 
supply in tin? compound of the Bengal Veterinary Coll(‘ge at Belgachia were 
started. A roa<l was constructed along the west side of the ('alcutta Club 
in the Borahassar land at Bhowanipur. 'I’lie construction of a new museum 
in the Ph.'asance (iarden, l)arj«‘eling, was completed except the final coat of 
paint and tin? show cases. The work of <lraining the land acquired and laid 
out for the rt?siden«.‘es for ollieers at Barisal was in progress. Tho construc- 
tion of a douhle-storeyed ‘‘ (Jhummory ” for junior ollieers stationed at Barisal 
was completed except the compound h?ncing. At llangnmati a residence was 
constructed for the l)istri(?t Engineer. , 

4211. Land was purchased from the Ofiicial Trustee of Bengal for the 
construction of <piart(?rs for two Europ«?an Public Works Department Sub- 
divisional Ollieers at Alipore, tin* quarters were taken in hand and nearly 
finished. The .additions and alterations to the Executive Engine(‘r’s ollico at 
Berham] ore were eonqileted. The construction of th»‘ Public Works Depart- 
ment g«Mlown, SulKlivisional office and tin? qu.nrters for the Subdivisional 
Olliciu' and Sub-Ovt?rseer at Darjeeling and tho quarters for the Subdivisional 
()lfic»?rs at .laljtaiguri ainl Hangpur wer?? <?omplete*l. The extension df tho 
Executive Engineer’s office at Hajshahi and improvenumts to tin? Executive 
Engineer’s resideiici* at Jalpaiguri were also completed. The Sub-Overseers’ 
ipiarters at Dinaji>ur and Balurgliat. tin? Subdivisitnial Officer’s quarters at 
Palma, the Executivi* Engineer’s <juart«?rs .at H.ajshahi and tin? Public Works 
Dt?partment offi(?e af Kangpiir wt>re almost comph?ted. The constriiclion of a 
residence for tin? Executive Enginee?r of the Bakarganj Division at Barisal 
was in hand and go<Ml progress was made. 

IdO. A new op«‘ral ion-room was built and certain additions and altera- 
tions were m.adt' to the Oharitablo Dispensary at Barasat. 'rin* erection of a 
in'W chapel in tin* Pr»‘sidt‘ncy General Hospital at Bhowanijiur for the service 
of the ()hureh of England w.as commenc'd. Electric installations in tho 
Exhibition Room ainl in tho quarters of the Art Expert in the Victoria 
Memorial Exhibition at Belved<*re were completed. The installation of 
additional electric lights and changing the main distribution board for fans 
in iSt. Andri'w’s (.Jhur(?h were compiet(‘<l. 'riie Infectious Disi'ases Ward and 
the Nurst's’ llomt? for Mitford Hospital, Dacca, were in progress. 

4.'H. 'rile Mosipie of Murshid Kuli Khan was rtq)aired, and tho tombs 
of tin? Burmest? Prince and Princess at Berhamporo were practically rebuilt 
and a new enclosure wall and gate constructo?!. 'riiorough repairs to the 
Sari'swar 'romplo in Debar near V'ishunpur. at Bankura, were completed. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


ffurdwan. 


Din.Jpur, 


OapjMlIni, 


4vi2. 'I'ln' nu'talling of tho (.\alcutta-Jessore Road miles) was com- 
plctetl. 'rin* floor of the .lessore Dak Bungalow was paved and certain other 
improvi'inents carried out. 

'riie laiul on the sides of the Calcutta-.lossore Road whs also demarcated 
with stone boundary pillars. 

l.'tS. 'The widening of tho metalled portion of tho Grand Trunk Road 
from 8 to 12 feet between miles l2.o and 149 in tho Asansol Subdivision 
was begun and materials collected. 

484. Tho woi*k of metalling 4| miles of Hilli-Balurghat Road from the 8th 
mile post to tho upper end of tho existing metalling in the 13th mile was in 
progress. 

'I'he construction of a steel pile bridge on tho Jamuna river at Hilli was 
commenced. Materials Avero collected at site of work and most of tho pile 
driving done. 

435. Tho widening of the last three miles of the Tista Valley Road was 
completed, except works on 30th mile, 2nd quarter, where the Darjeoling- 
Himalayan Railw.ay work was going on. 

Metal was collected for metalling the Sukna-Adalpur Road. 
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The following works were taken in ham! ami coinpletetl : — 

(1) Reinolelling tlvain (.m the Hill (^art Uojul, Kurseong. 

(2) Cutting a trace for the survey of a mule roail from Kalimpong to 

Petlong. 

(3) Proviiling munieipal pattern ir»>n railing to ('alcutta UoaU. 

(4) Kenmdelling aide drains of the Hangit Koa«l within the Darjeeling 

Municipality. 

(5) Ueeonst meting the stable attached to the Kalijhora Bungalow. 

• 

436. The progress in const riictitm o[ new roails ami metalling exist ing 
roads was better than was exjjected in consideration of tin* unin'althy 
climate, ditlieulty in obtaining carls and gi'tting matiM'ials owing to the short 
supply of railway waggons and to tin* war delaying supply of joists of large 
section from England. 

Matt*rials were collect<*<l for the construction of Inspection Bungalows 
at Lankapara and Gairkatta and work was started on those at Dalgaon, 
Hathipotha ami Samuktolla, the out-houses «>f the last being m'arly finished. 

'I'lie Inspection Bungalow at Nagrakatta was improvi*d lo make it At 
for tfie temporary resicb'iiee of a married Assisi ant Euginet'i*. 

The construction <»f the bdlowing bridges was commence*! and progn'ss 
made as imted below : — 

(l) Bridge .wer tlie CJlialia riv»‘r on tin* Nagrakatta-t ’ln*ngmari Bo.ml — 
tin* abutnn*nts coinplet(*d and pitu's m>arly ciunj>h*tctl. 

(^2) Bridge ov*‘r tin' .lainti river on the ilainti-Dhowla Hoad— rthe 
westt'rn abutinetit ami pier cominem'cd. 

(3) Britlg»> ov(*r tin* Dudua riv«'r on tin* ( lairkatta-Dhiipguri Hoad— 

tho ste(*l piei's complet**<l. 

(4) Bridge' over tin* tiadadhar riv<*r and that oj) tin' 7th mile of tin? 

Alipur-Kiimargram l’oa«l — nnit(*rials colh*ct<*d. 

• (5) Briilge ov»'r tin* .fahlliaka river on tin* 'randu For<‘st Hoad — trial 
])it dug. 

Experimental t*X(*avations w<*re juatle in tin; b*'ds of the Kuji-Daina 
and Murti rivers wln're there are to be bridges abrait 210 and 400 f(*('t long 
respectively. 

Tlie f-)llt)wing roads w**r«* tak»*n uji during tin* year : — 

* 

(1) tIainti-Dhowla Hoatl. — First mile, collection of stoin; m.'arly 

comph*t('d, n*st, alntut 10 ])er c*>nt ; no (*arthwork doin*. 

(2) Dalgaon-Eatikapara Hoad, 1st Se(;tion. I miles — Earthwork about 

two-thinls ilofie ; nn*talling ami soling in*arly halfdom;. 

2n 1 S(*ctif)n. 6 mib*s — tb)llr*ction ol nn‘tal and s»)ling coimnenced. 

(3) fJairkatta-Binaguri Hoad —Was about thre(;-fourthK completed. 

(4) Banariiat-tJhaniurchi Hoad. — Work was more than throe-fourths 

conijdeted. 

Banarhat-tdiainurchi connection to station. — Work al'out threc- 
fourtiis dune. 

(5) Gairkatta-Dhupguri Hoad. — Bricks for soling and metalling for all 

but mile W('re, burnt ami s<»ling and niotalling spread for 
about one-third of the h*ngth. 

(6) Chalsa-Latiguri Hoad. — M«*talling was laid on six miles and for the 

remainder more than half coll»-*cted ; earthwork about half 
done. 

(7) Tandu Forest Road. — Soling, metalling and earthwork completed 

throughout, except tlie approaches to .Marti and .Jaldhaka 
bri<lg(*s. Consolidation about thn*t*.-fourths done. 

(8) Nagrakatta-Chengmari Roa<l, 1st Section (up to Gliatia river). — 

Laying of soling and metailing was thre<j-fourths completed. 
Earthwork nearly all <lone. 

Xagrakatta-Chengmari Road, 2nd Section (Ghatia river to Chong- 
mari). — Collection of soling and metalling eomplet(.*d in all miles. 
Laying of soling and metalling more than half done. Earthwork 
about three-fourths completed. 
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f'.)) Alipiir-Kiimargraiii Koad, first 3 inili-s. — Soling nearly all collected, 
riietal aliout half c«)llected. earthwork completed. 

Alipur-Knrnargrain Uoad. :ind section (4th to 12ih miles). — Al>out 
2o per cent, of soling collected and a: small quantity of metal. 

Flank tilling in these mih‘S comph'ted. 

487. 'I’lu! construction of iiit Inspection Hungalow at Munshiganj was 
nearly completed at the close of the year. 

4.8H. Three miles of the Stratid Koad at Chittaigong wen* nu'talleil and the 
Agral^ad lioaid improved, whleiied and remetalled with stone. 

Maleriads wewe collecte«l for metalling miles 1)0-98 of tlu‘ (’hittagong 
'rrunk Uoa<i iK'ar (himilln. 

Improvements wer*- made to tin' hrid'^es at Jinglatah'e at the 119th and 
at Ft'imai Jit the 12()tlj mile of the (jhittagong 'IVunk Uoail to give facility to 
hrjtit tralVn*. 

489. 'I’he vviiletiing and construction of bridges on the Kangama)i- 
Mahalsory Hoad in the (Ihittagong Hill Tracts were complete<i. 

A rest-hoiisi> was ('rected at Maniksory on the Hau/.on Hoa<l. 


AUBOKICl'I/rt.'KK. 


Arboriouituf.. 440. ArhoricuH Ural operations along roads in charge of the Public 

Works Departmiuit wert* carried out as far as funds were available. 


Cfiloutta. 


Howrah. 

Jalpaigurl. 


Hooghly. 

Daooa. 


. 11 . 


ganj. 


MLSCKLLANKOl'S PUBMC IMPROVKMIONTS. 

411. A combined latrine and urinal was constructed at tin* norlh-t'ast 
corner of tlie (Jalcutta Maitlan f«>r the usi' of the public and I he old urinal was 
(h'lnolished. 

The tank at the south-west corner of the ohl Presidency flail on the 
Calcutta Mahlan was filled in and turfed. 

142. The filling in a tank on tin* south and adjoining the old Police 
llarracks, Sihpur, was carried out. 

448. The reelamalion of the marshy land near Karla carl bridge was in 
progri'SH and the construction of a foot-britige over the Karla river was 
started. 

444. Tin* e.xtension ef the revetment of the left hank of the Darkeswar 
river ai Aramhagh was eommi'need ami three-fourths done. 

145. To imjirove the wat«*rway to Munshiganj, wliich was only navigable 
during the rains, the khnl lying hot ween tlie Munsif’s Court and the new 
(hvil Court at Munshiganj, was diverli'il. 

416. 'I’lm eiMJsionof the coast at Nt*akhali by the river Megiia continued. 
Observations of the changes in the coasi-line and of the tlocp water channels 
ami chars were carrii'd out during tlie yi*ar. The results of observations 
indicate that the town of Noakhali is still in ilanger, but at rlic present rati' of 
erosion the river will not reach the town for several years. Hopes for the 
safety of the town have not been abandoned. 

447. The erosion of the bank at Harisal was slight during the year. 
The protective spurs and groynes are being maintained. 


CONTUIBUTIOX WOKKS. 

caioutta. 448. The memorial statues of Lord Kitchener, late Commander-iu-Chief 

in India, and of Lord Minto and Lord Ripon, the late Viceroys and Governors- 
General in India, were erected on the Calcutta Maidan alongside the Rod 
Road. 

OAifjMiinA. 449. The ro-erection of Singhally suspension bridge was iir progress. 

T'he following works which wore commenced last year were completed : — 

(а) Water-supply to the i^ukiapukri Ilazar. 

(б) Improvements to tho wuter-stipply, Kalimpong Bazar. . 

(c) Improvements to tho water-supply to the Lower Homes at 

Kalimpong. 

[d) Dismantling the existing bridge over tho Ohenga river and * 
rc-orecting a portion of the bridge over Bone river on road No. 32. 
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450. There /(re no railways under the <liroct ndininistraiion of the Admini«»i'AMo»i. 
Government of Bengal. With tlio exception of the following private lines 
of l(K*al importance, which are subject to a certain measure of control by 
this Government, all the important lines an' under the direct administration 
of the Government of India in the Railway Department (Railway BiKird) ; — 

Oaiige. Miles. 



Ft. 

In. 


(1) Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway 

... 2 

0 

51*00 

(2) Tarkeswar-Magra Railwiy 

... 2 

(> 

33*27 

(3) Howrah-Amta Light Railway 

... 2 

0 

43*87 

(4) Howrah-Shoakhalhi Light Railway 

... 2 

0 

19*75 

(5) Bamset-Basirhat Light Railway 

... 2 

6 

52*24 

(6) .Iossoro-.Tlu*nidah Railway 

... 2 

6 

36*8(i 

236*93 


451. During the year 1914-15, 118*60 miles of new railway linos were 
opened for traffic. The additional mileage was made up as follows : — 


Standard (S' 6") gauge. 

Eastern Bengal State Railway — 

Dum-Dum Junction to Canal Junction 

Hardinge Bridge — 

Bhairamara to Shakholc... 
Sara-Sanlahar Extension — 

Shukhole to Santahav 


Miles. 


1*66 


14*22 


44*65 


Metre (3' 3i") gauge. 

Eastern Bengal State Railway — 

Kandirijara Ghat lino ... ... ... 5*90 

Assam-Bengal Railway — 

Bbairab Bazar-Tangi Branch — 

Daulaikandi Ghat to Tangi ... ... .59*07 

2' 6” gauge. 

Baraset-Basirlud Light Railway — 

Patt ii)ooker-Belgachia Extension — 

Pattipooker Junction to Shambazar ... 1*12 

2' 0" gauge. 

Darjeeling~Himalayan Railway Extensions — 

Kislicnganj Extension — 

Matigam to Naxalbari ... ... ... 12*00 


118*60 


With these additions the total mileage open on diet March 1915 was as 
follows : — 


Standard (5' 6") gauge 
Metre (3' 31") „ 


Miles. 

1,361*91 

1,180*81 

157*55 

140*90 


2,841*17 


N 
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4/>2. The following lines wore untler construction or Hanctioiu*<I for 
construction (luring the year : — 


Standard (6’ (T) (janye. 


Single line* 
(iniloH) 

Eastern Itenyal State Httil>ray — 

New goods appi'oach — 

Kankurgachi Koiid to North Healdali 

Jadabpur to Jiaruipur ... 

Ishunii to Herajganj ... ... 4it*Ul 

lim ga l-Nu ypur lia it way — 

Bankura to Jlhojoodih (only a portion of 
this lim( lies in Jkoigal;. 

East Indian Railway — 

* I 

T(*poHi to Baral)oni ... ... ()-4I 

Burdwan to Kaniarkundt ... ... H7‘S(t 

Haidyuhali to Hhadreswar 
IJttarpam to Lillooah 


S«?r(iitil, tliirJ, an the* 
4*Asc may ho (iiiih*8 . 


0‘7(> (third and fourth 
line.sj. 

I()’()5 (second line). 


.'»l'2.a (.se(a>nd line). 


2*4r> (lliird line) 
8*21 { til i I’d lino). 


Metre (.?' .3)1'' yaage). 

A ssa m- Ren ga I Ra iln 'ay — 

Daulatkandi to Bliaind) Bazar ... .‘1‘.54 

Ashiiganj junction to Kerry (that ... OSD 

Rengal Duars Railway — 


Clialsa to Matelli ... 

... 

.5-31 

A hmedpnr-Kalwa Railway — 
Ahmedpur to Katwa 

2' gauge. 

• • • • • • 

3211) 

Bankara’J)amo<l((r Rirer Railway — 

Bankura to iiuiua 

(UVtJO 

Burdwan-Kativa Railway — 
Burdwan to Katwa 

• « • • • • 

32-60 

Bengal Prorineial Railway — 
Dasghara to .lamalpurganj 

• • • • • • 

S-30 

2' (y yaage. 

DarJeeliny-IIimalayan Railway Extensions — 
So Yoke to Teesta Bridge 

17*38 


453. The following surveys were conipletoil during the year : — 

By the Eastern Bengal Stale Railway — 

Bongong to Satkhira, 5' 6" gauge, 27 miles. 

Nnbhai*an to Satkhira, 5' 6" gauge, 26 miles. 

Faridpur to Madaripnr tfid Bhanga-Baginara, 5' 6" gauge, 41 miles. 
Khoolna to Barisal and to Madaripur, 5' 6" gauge, 06 miles. 

By Messrs. McLeod Co . — 

Kalighat-Falta Railway — 

Ealighat (Majerhat) to Fatehpur, with a branch to Falta, 2' 6* 
gauge, 26 miles. 
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454. Authority was givon to iimlurtaku tiu* ftJlowing surveys : — 
Throu(/h Stttte Agency — 

Iiulo-Burina Connection Huihvay Survey — 

A pivliinlnary survey was sanctlonetl U) aHcortain the lajat route 
for a line of railway on the metro giixifio to connect Imlia 
wit It Burma. 


oq oii«i». IV* 

VRODUOTION 

AND 

DISTRIMTION. 

Sui*v«ys 

•iinetloii«d. 


To the Kastern Uenyal State Railway — 

Shamsi'BonarxKira Hailway Heconnaissance Survey — 

rcconimissance Kur\’t>y was sstnetionod fora line of railway on 
the metre ^augc from Shamsi or some other point on the 
Katiliur-CiiKlairari section of tlie Kastern Benpil Statu 
Hailway to Bonarpara. 


Mytnensingh District Railway — 

A i'econnais.sunco survey was sanctioned of the areas between 
the Jaguiinathj'anj-Alymen.singh-Bucca Hailway and the 
Brahmapulrii with a view to fniminif l)roiK)S}ils for a railway 
construction. 

Pabna District Feeder Railway — 

A I'econnaissance survey was sanctioned for a line of railway on 
the 5' 6" gauf^e to open out that part of the Pabna district 
lying between Ishaidi on the Kastern Bengal State Hailway 
to Sadhugaiij on the Jamuna Hiver. 

5f’o the Bengal-Nagpur Railtvay — 

Contai Hoad-Oontai Hailway Survey — 

A detailoil survey was sanctioned for a line of railvvaiy on the 
o' G" gauge from Contaii Jioiid Station on the Bimgsd-Nagjmr 
Hiiilwaiy to Contai, a distance of aibout 35 miles. 

To Jlfessrs Martin tj- Co . — 

Sainthisi-Naj'a Dumka Hailwaiy Survey — 

A «letaiiled survey W!is sanctioneal for a line of lailwjiy on the 
2' 6" gauge from Siuntbia on tlio Baist Indhtn Hailway to 
Naya Dumka, ji distance of about 41 miles. 


To Ikessrs. McLeod Co . — 

Patehpur-B’alta iiaulwjiy Survey — 

A detailed survey wjis sanctioned for a line of railway on the 
2' 6" gauge from Fatehpur to Failta, a distance of about 
9 miles. 

Jhenidah District Hailwaiy Heconnaissance Survey — 

Hcconnais.sance surveys were sanctioned for the following lines 
on the 2' 6" gauge : — 

(t) From Jessore to Bagmara, a distance of about GO miles. 

(ii) From Jhenidah to Madhumati, a distance of hbout 33i 
miles. 

(iii) From Jhenidah to Kaligunga, a distance of about ^7 miles. 

To Messrs. Ewing ^ Co . — 

Dacca District Light Railway Reconnissance Survey — 

A, reconnaissance survey was sanctioned for Light Railways in 
the southern portion of the Dacca district. 

M 2 
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The Hardinge Bridge. 

455. Tlio Lower f»ange8 Jirid^e project was first disciisseil about 20 
years ludorti it was finally sanctioned in 1908. The sito adopted for the 
bridge n(‘ar Sara was selected in that year by an Engineering Committee of 
wbioli Mr. W. A. Inglis, e.s.i., the then Chief Engineer and the Secretary to 
the (lovernnumt of Hengal, Public Works Department, was President. 

Mr. (now Sir) U. K. Gales was appointed as Enginoer-in-(Jliief and the 
construction of the bridge began in the cold season of 1908-09. The object 
of tlu 5 bridge is to link up the two portions of the Eastern Bengal State 
Kailway separat««l by the Ganges and thus »lo away with the costly and 
inconvemiont ferry arrangements which have hitherto alForded the sole connec- 
tion between the two systems. The bridge was formally opened for traffic 
by His Exo(*llency The Viceroy on the 4th March 1915 and with His 
E.xcellency’s p«)rmission was named the Hardinge Bridge. 


Sara-Snntahar Broad Gauge Extension. 

The project for extending the broad gauge lino to the territory north of 
the tJangc'S was the natural sequel to the project? for bridging the Ganges 
lu'ar Sara. Hitherto the unbridged Ganges formed tlu^ natural barrier 
b»*twet*n the standanl ajnl metre gauge sections of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, connection between those two st'ctions being maintained by costly 
and iiiconv<mient ferry arrangements. As soon as the construction of the 
bridge was well in hand, stops were taken to lay a bi*oad gauge track alongside 
the existing metre gauge liim from the neighbourhood of the bridge to 
Santaliar, a distance of 41'63 miles so as to allow of the simultaneous 
completion of both those projects. This idea was ultimately carried out and 
the lino was openo<l for passenger traffic on the 5th March 1915. 


Bhnirah Bazar-Tangi Branch of the Assam^Bengal liailiray. 

This section completes the connection between Akhaura station on the 
Assani-Bengal Railway and Tangi station on the Dacca-Mymensingh section 
on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, between which no railway communica- 
tion hitherto existed. It included a w.aggon ferry arrangement across the 
river Megna between Gauripur south of Bhairab Bazar, on the west bank 
of the river and Ashuganj, the terminus of the Assam-Bengal Railway to the 
east bank, d’ho line runs through a densely populated and very fertile pa«ldy 
anti juto-prtxlucing country. The line will, it is hoped, help considt>rably in 
the development of the Port of Chittagong as it tistablishes through railway 
communication between that port and tlie town and district of Dacca. 


Important woi 
undor 

oonatruotlon. 


Burd wan- Howrah Chord Railway. 

456. This project was put forward with a view to imi)rovo the transport 
facilities between the Port of Calcutta and the railway lines on the west of 
the Hooghly. Work on the whole scheme has proceeded rapidly during the 
year, and it is hoped that the lino will be opened to ti’affic about the middle of 
1916. 


Bankura-Damodar River Raihcay. 

A concession for the construction of this line was granted to 
Messrs. McLeod & Co. under the Government of India’s Bi’anch Line 
(guaranteed) terms of 1913. The alignment starts at the southern end of the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway station yard at Bankura and terminates at Raina 
on the river Damodar. 


Sara^Serajganj Railioay. 

Messrs. Gillandors, Arbuthnot & Co. and Killick Nixon & Co. obtained 
concessions for the construction of this line under the Government of India’s 
Branch Lino (Rebate) terms of 1913. The alignment starts from Ishurdi just 
north of the approach grade to the Hardinge Bridge and terminates at Seraj- 
ganj, a very large and important jute trading centre. 
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457. During the perioJ uiuler roviow, concossiuns hav»> hooii grnntod 
under the rebate and guai’anteeti terms (‘oi'nbined, ft) Messrs, (lilianders, 
Arbuthnot & Co. and Killick Xixon & Co. for tin* construetion of the Bhairab 
Bazai-Myinensingh Railway with branches. This line is of great importance 
to the Port of Chittagong as it will bring the port in I ouch with the rich 
and populous district of Mymensingh. Messrs. McLeod & t'o. obtaiiu'd con- 
cessions under the guaranteed terms for the construction of a railway on 
the 2' 6" gauge from Ahmedpur to Katwa. A concession was also granted to 
the Bengal Provincial Railway ConTpany under the giiaranteeil forms for the 
construction of an extension of the Bengal Provincial Railway from Das- 
ghara to Jamalpurganj, a distance of about eight miles. 

458. This lino was opened f<)r i>a8senger traflic in Oct«>ber 1913 as a 
railway under the Indian Railways Act IX of 1800, and worked by a (Com- 
pany, but subject to a ci^tain measure of imlirect control by tin* (iovi>rnnient 
of Bengal l)y virtue of ])er cent, guarantee from the District Board t)f 
Jossore. Messrs. Khetter Mohan Dey & Co. were the Managing Agents 
as well as the contractors for the construction of the line. Owing to 
deficiency of ballast and inefficient maintenance the line hail fo be close<l 
with* effect from 1st August- 1914, but it was n^opened for i)asseng«‘r traffic on 
1st Septembc'r 1914, the date on which the Managing Agency was assumed 
by Messrs. Law & Co. who claimed to have been .appointt'd Managing Agents 
in succession to Messrs. Klu'ttor Mohan Dey Co. whose partnership had 
been tlissolved. Difficvdtic's having arisen in connection with the alleged 
appointment of ^lessrs. Law & Co., tim Managing Agene-y was transferred to 
Messrs. Mcfseod & Co. with the full consent of all parties. 


Canals— Irrigation and Navigation. 

[AfitiiiiiiHiraliou itcport oi* Irrigation Workn for tlio year 1U14-15. StatiMties of Jiritinli India, Part 111 — 

Cuiiiineroial Service.] 

159. The transactions of the Irrigation Department, Bengal Presidency, 
for the year 1911-15 are exhibited in the following .statement so far as they 
relate to works of irrigation and navigation : — 

Capital Account. 


Hbaus. 

• 

Amount of 
construc- 
tion 

estimate. 

Expciulitu re 
during 
1914-1.’). 

B.xpciiditurc 
to cjul of 
1914-15. 

Balance for 
expendi- 
ture from 
1st April 
1915. 

Major Irrigation 
Works. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Direct charges ... 

Indirect charges ..." 

1,08,59,445 

2,48,603 


1,08,59,937 

2,48,678 

1 1 

Total 

1,11,08,048 


1,11,08,615 

(-) 567 

Minor Works and 
Navigation. 

• 


• 


Direct charges 

Indirect charges 

1,20,17,003 

1,40,335 

7,10,613 

2,780 

1,23,30,459 

1,82,383 

(-)3,13,456 
(-) 42,048 

Total 

1,21,57,338 

7,13,393 

1,25,12,812 

(->3,55,504 


OHap. IV. 

PROOWOTIOM 

AND 

DiDTWf UTION. 
Railways 
fllnanoad by 
pHvata 
antarpriaa. 


Jassops- 

tlhenlclaK 

Railway* 


Capital ancl 
Rovanua 
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VflOOUeTIOM 
AMO 

DISTRIOUTION. HEVENUB ACCOUNT. 


II KAOS. 


Mnjor I rt'Ujatiou 
Witrks. 

Minor Worku and 
Nnrignlion. 

VV^irk« f»ir wliicli 
Caiiital and Ucvo- 
nuo Accounts arc 

VV'orks for wliicii 
only 

Accouiilsarc kc])t. 
Works for which 
ncillicr Capital nor 
Ucvoniiu Accounts 
arc kept. 


licceipf.s. 

WottKiNO Expenses. 

% 

Net 

! Direct. 

1 

i 1 

Indiivct. 

Total. 

revenue. 

Ks. 

iU, 

lis. 

Ks. 

Rs. 

2,.53,36l) 

2,57,107 

9,484 

2,<it>,.591 

(-) 13,222 

.•1,SS,119 

6,52,900 

• 

15,918 

i 

6,68,818 

(-)2,80,369 

21,H)3 

5)S,O.S5 i 

7,74 f 

1,05,826 

(-) 8i:i23 

Il),7;i5) 

1 

6S,215* 

. . . 

68,215 

(-; 18,476 







* HfsidcH, Km. 2,oii,a7() ohierty on rivn iiniirovomciit wurku on tho rTan';c*H, niialeswuri, and 

UhA^iraihi rlvcTM. 


Irrigation. 


Longtho of 
oonnlo* 


Navigation- 


•too. 'File following statement shows tho areas irrigated during tin; year 
as compared with tho average of tho triennial period ending March 15)1.5 : — 



.MlI>N.il*ouiS (*ANA1« (MAJOH WunKi). 

KUKN Canal (Minoh Woukh). 


A'/virf/, tii'dimivu 
of hot Mc.it'ui'** 


To uL 

Kharif^ IiitdiiHivu 
of hot weatlipr. 

linbU 

To'al. 


Act OH. 

Aori>8. 

Actos. 

.An rod. 

Aertw. 

Acich. 

v«'i iigti of till* tiU'Uiiitiiu ending 

79.842 \ 

I.23U 

H 1.072 j 

24.743 

235 

31.998 

Mai I'll lull. 

Kor IWH.15 

\ 

77,4tHl 1 

1 

9*0 

7^3I0 * 

31.537 

163 

21.600 


M’he following statement shows the lengths of canals and distribu- 
t.arit's which w»'n' in operation during tho j'ear 191-1-1.5. 'I'liest) ligures an; 
identical with those reported in 1913-14 : — 

Midnapure (hinal. Rdon Canal. 


Main canals, irrigation 
Pranch canals, ditto 
Distributaries of abovu 
Navigable channels 


Miles, 
a.'l ) 
lG-7.5 J 
2.')4-.')4 
69‘7.’) 


Mtlps. 

271 

17§ 


•162. The following statement shows the traffic on tho uavigablo canals 
during the yi*ar 15)14-1.5 as compared with tho average of tho trionnium 
ending March 1914 : — 




.midnapohji 

Canal. 

HijiLi Tidal 
Canal. 

CAtiCUTTA AND 
KABTP.nN CANALB. 

MADARIPUn 1 

BniL lioUTR. 

NADIA RiriiiB. 



ArcraRc 
of tho 
trisanium 
cndinR 
March 
1914. 

For ills 
yotr 
1914*15. 

i 

Averafo 
of tho 
trieiintum 
ondInR 
March 
1914. 

For t'lo 
year 
1914-15. 

Avorags 
of tho 
tiionninm 
ending 
March 
1914. 

For the 
year 
1914-18. 

Averago 
of the 
trleiininm 
coding 
March 
1914 

For the 
year 
I8I4-15. 

Afcragc 
of the 
trienolam 
ending 
March 
1914. 

For the 
year 
1914-15. 

LdiirMi of oaaal open 

MUSS 

69| 

88| 

1 

89 

39 

1.115 

i.iik 


31 

§08 

48.1 

Reodpii 

Rs. 

39.674 

86.871 

1 49.078 

38.857 

3.80.314 

3.00.611 

1.03.758 

64.790 

98,916 

15.809 

Tonnaira of boats by 
canal lucasurenotit ... 
Kstlmatad wciflit of 

eargo 

M- mated Taluo of Roods 

Tons 

*« 

lU. 

IN.10I 

8S.V36 

8S.f'0.750 

387.390 

76,947 

78.8S.378 

! 19^.575 

78,871 

60.88,858 

139.109 

49.535 

35.15,845 

1.077.838 

687.748 

7.73.71.966 

783.038 

891.343 

5.51,41,533 

379.889 

354.395 

3.87.88,873 

988,819 

189.945 

1.78.51,803 

156.096 

110.014 

1.89,77.901 

88.884 

60.155 

79.45.987 

BsU mated saliio of rafis 

•• 

13.684 

8.174 

15.597 

6.078 

89.589 

4l.13f 

11,388 

4.797 

49.490 

35.088 
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463. In acoonlnnco with the instrnctionH of the 
tiie discharges of certain streams as shewn helow wert 
year under review. 


AND 

Government of India, potwiautiom. 
• observed during th«' 

rlv«rs. 


SoiITir-W KSTEKN OlHCl.K. 


The observed discharges of the Damodar Rivtu* at the places 
and of the Ajai Uiver at Satkahonia were — 


indicated 


Damodak River. 





( Dist'iiABi'iRs IN rrsKcs 

AT — 

Da'i'ic. 



Salalpiir. 

Jiijiiii. 

tJaiiialpiir. 

21th April 1914 

• • 

9 9 9 

197 



31st May „ 

• • • 




201 

31st,|fuly 

31at August 

/R • • • 



i 1.422 



• • • 

9 9 


I urej/j 


23rd September 191 1 




5,493 


7th October „ 

• • • 



2,4 H5 



• • « 

9 9 9 


1.226 


3lst „ 


9 9 9 

1,(M)2 

957 

1,115 

15th November 

• • • 

9 9 9 

628 


• • • • • 

16th 

• • • 

•90 



579 

30th 

m • • 

9 9 9 

S 545 



Slst December „ 

• • 9 

9 9 9 

378 



16th .Tannary 1915 

• 90 

9 9 9 

290 

• • • • • 


31st 

• • • 

9 9 9 

270 



loth February „ 

• • « 

9 9 9 


950 


16th 

• • • 

9 9 9 

1,081 



2 1 th ,, ,, 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 



190 

17th March „ 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 



31 

31st „ „ 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 



53 


Ajai River. 


Date 


Locality. 


niHcliarf^e (trtkoii by 
mcatiH of volfM^ity 
rudH) ciiHocn. 


27tliMay 19U... 

2()th .Tune „ 

30th July „ 

•2()th August ,, 

2(jth September „ 

12th October „ 

31st „ „ ... 

28th November „ 

25tli December „ 
loth January 191.') ... 


itkahonia 

... 4, .588 

Ditto 

... 1,200 

Ditto 

... 1,686 

Ditto 

... 2,493 

Ditto 

... 3,089 

Ditto 

... 1,526 

Ditto 

120 

Ditto 

111 

Ditto 

132 

Ditto 

41 


Central Circle. 




SKPTBMDEa 1914. 



(XrrOBEIt 1014. 


Name of iuvbiu 

Maximum Dihoh^rois. 

MIMIMUM DlBCHAROK. 

Maximum DiBctrAicOK, 

Minimum Dihuiiarqb. 


Date. 

Quaniify. 

DaU% 

QuanUty. 

Dale. 

Quantity. 

Date. 

Quantity. 

Dlftrlct Btibhum*— 

Uor9 

1 

4ih 

8.109 

tut 

87i 

Oth 

f.a»7 

1 68th 

104 

Bansloe 

'S7ih 

8.416 

tut 

8tt 

6th 

1.687 

8Ut 

647 

Brahmtol -• 

srdi 

1 

4.440 

tOili 

t8» 

6ih 

t.oeo 

mb 

1 78 
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461. 'riw! olayHiduation of works doalt with in this review is as follows : — 

Account — ''40 — Major Works" — In these are included the Midnapoi'e and 
Ilijili 'I'idal (Jannis. 'I’he latter is used lor navigation only, while the former 
provides for hoth irrigation and navigation. The original Capital Accounts 
of thes*< canals have been closed and all present capital outlay is cdiarged 
against head ‘* -46 — Minor Works and Navigation.” The Revenue Account 
is shown under “ 42 — Major Works — Working expenses.” 

Account — "43 — J/^/^or Works and Navigation. ” — (*) The works for which 
('apital and Revenue Accounts are kept include the Calcutta and Eastern 
Canals and the Madaripur Hhil route. These are all for navigation. Under 
this is also included tin* Utterbhag Lock which has been constructed in connec- 
tion with the Magra Hat Drainage Scheme. The work is wellnigh completed 
atul will be for navigation tally. (//) The works for which only Revenue 
Acounts are kefit are the Nadia Rivers, the Gaighata and Haxikhal, and portion 
of the Orissa Coast Canal whieh was formerly classed under («)• Those sire 
all us(h 1 for navigation only. Undiu* (iV) is also included the Magra H&t 
Drainage Scheme in the 24-ParganaK di.strict, which has boon carried out 
untler the i)rt»visionH <»f tlu! Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act, VIIT of 
189.0. (iii) 'I’he works for which ntMthor (kipital 'nor Revenue Accounts 
art' kt'pt iiitdiide (a) the Eden Canal which is use I partly for irrigation and 
partly to alford a supply of water for tlriuking and sanitation, and (/j) tr.aining 
works 'tuirried on the rivei’s Ganges, Bhagir.athi, Dhalesvvari and Buriganga. 

The transactions of the ytJar for tiach of the above works aro lirielly stated 
in tim following summary, which is given for convenienco by circles of 
sU))erintendenee. 


SOUTII-W ESTERN CIRCLE. 
Major luRiaATioN’ Works. 


MIAkapmi* canal 
Capital outlay. 

Plooda. 

Rainfall. 

l••l•IAatlon, 


Navigation, 


FInonoial ro« 

BUltS. 


HIJIll Tidal Canal. 


165. 'riiere was no outlay chargeable to the Capital Account of the canal 
during the year. The total capital outlay (direct charges) to end of the year 
amounts to Rs. 83,09,162. 

•166. 4’hero were no floods in the ( Jossye River during the year under 
review. 

•167. The rainfall at Midnaporo during the year was 59‘21 inches against 
65‘16 inches of the previous year. It was sulUcient and consequently the 
demand for (ianal wati'r was imxlerate. 

•168. The area irrigated from the canal was 78,310 acres against 80,179 
acres during the year 1913-14. The decrease was chiefly under mi* (6oro) 
irrigation. 

The cash realisation on account of water-rates during the year was 
Bs. 1,60,906, .against a tot<al demand of Rs. 1,61,521. The amount remitted or 
written of! during the year was Rs. 370 only, as compared with Rs. 6,883 in 
tin* jireceding yeai*. The balance unrealixeil at the end of the year was Rs. 246. 
'riu' collection on this canal continues in a satisfactory state. The rate for 
long term leases was raised from Re. 1-8 to Rs. 2 per acre with elFect from 
1st iVpril 1905. The question of further enhancing the rate has been held 
in abeyance till 1916-17. 

469. The navigation receipts* during the year amounted to Rs. 36,8b71, 
against Rs. lO. l?! during the year 1913-14. The decrease is due to depres- 
sion in trade. 

470. The gross revonue and working expenses (direct and indii’oct) of 
the Midtiapore Canal amounted to Rs. 2,23,058 and Rs. 1,37,775, respectively, 
as against Rs. 2,09,967 and Rs. 1,86,405 in the preceding year. The increase 
in gross receipts is under “ Water rates ” and is due to the fact that the 
collection of water rates for doro irrigation for the season 1913-1-4 was made 
during the year 191-4-15. 

The decrease in working expenses is due to no heavy repairs being 
necessary during the year, also to the allocation of the establishment charges 
against the canal being less as compared with the previous year. 

471. There was no outlay chargeable to the Capital Account of the canal 
during the year. The total capital outlay (direct charges) to the end of the 
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year ninountH to Ks. 25,50,805. The gross revenue and working expenses p**^***VTION. 

(direct and indirect) of the canal ainounttHl to Us. 80.811 and Its. 1,28,816, 

respectively, as asrainst Us. 86,105 ainl Us. 1.22,747 in 1918-14. The result 

was a net loss of Us. 98, ,505 against a similar li)ss of Us. 86,842 in the 

precotling yeai*. The decrease in ‘‘dross receipts” was due to the fact thai 

the traffic on the canal during tho year was low owing to the failure of 

crops in the preceding year and to tho clt^sn re of Uange II at the heginning 

of the year. Tho increase in working expenses was ehioHy on account of 

silt clearance t>f Uange II of the canal. 


Minor Woiiks and Navigation. 

472. Uupeos 5,81,985 debitahlo to tho Capital Account (direct (diargi^s) 

wore expended during the year, inclusive of a credit of Us. 91,850 on oi|ptt«"Aooount. 

account of tho hire of tho di*etlgor h'oyers and a similar credit 

Us. 17,855 chiefly on account of sale-proci^eds of tho old Toll Colh'ctor’s office 

at lieliaghata main road. The principal it«*m of expenditure of tin* year was 

tho 4 imrohaso of the doHlg(U‘ Alexandra, tiu* Ht<*am-tug J)unnedaw ami 

two coal barges from tho Kastern llongal Stat»‘ Uailway authorities at a total 

cost of Us. 6,14,000. A sum of Us. 15,888 was also sptuit during tho year 

towards the construction of live pontoons for the floating ilischargt? pijM) lino 

of the dredger Foyers. Some outlay was incurreil in connection with the 

work of doinai’cation of tho Govorninent laml along Tolly’s Nala from Hastings 

IJridgo to Saniukpotta. Tho total capital outlay (direct charges) to the end 

of the year now stands at Us. 87,56,680. 

473. The receipts from navigation tolls amounted to Us. 3,00,611 as croin- 
[lared with Rs. 8,52,408 in tho preceding year. The gross receipts and work- 
ing oxisiuses (direct and indirect) amounted to Us. 3,21,068 and Us. 1,11.120, 

H'spectively, as against Us. 3,76,010 and Us. 4,00,177 in 15)18-14, tlu‘ result 
IxMug a deflcit of Us. 1,28,052 against a similar deiicit of Us. 24,167 in the 
preceding year, ’riie decrease in receipts is chiefly due to depression in trade 
and a falling oil' in tho imports of juto on account of the war. 'riio incrt^aso 
in working expenses is due chiefly on account of dredging the Angeria Creek. 

474. 'I'lie expenditure (direct chargits) clohitablo to the Capital Account M«diii>ipui> shii 
of tho project was Us. 1,42,886 for works only. This was incurnvl on (1) 

dredging the Lower Kumar River, and (2) constructing an embankment with 
sluices along the south bank of the channel. Tho total capital outlay (direct 
charges) to cud of 1914-15 amounts to Rs. 88,80,445 against the sanctioned 
estimate of Rs. 84,82,491. A second revised estimate for tho project pr«)vid- 
ing for the Bhil Route embankment and sluices is now umler preparation. 

Tho receipts and working oxpousos (direct ami indirect) during tho year 
were!, respectively, Rs. 67,881 and Rs. 2,24,698 as against Rs. 89,8.‘12 and 
Rs. 1,18,976 ill tho year 1918-14. Tho decrease in receipts is duo to tho 
silting up of the western approaches at Manikdah and Lixip Channel, where 
about 2 miles were completely silted up, ilislcKiating the traffic for some 
months. To remedy this, an embankment with sluices is being cfinstructod on 
the south side of the channel, so that tho entrance may be flushed with water 
from tho Northern Bhil as soon as the Madhumati River commences to fall. 

Tho increase, in working oxjienses is chiefly on account of heavy expendi- 
ture incurred in dredging tho Manikilah Kiitrance (fliannel. Tho maundage 
of boats and steamers using the route was 4,110,615, against 5,912,825 of the 
previous year. 

475. The receipts and working expenses (direct and indirect) for the •••<»»•» aha 
year wore Rs. 5,032 and Rs. 311, respectively, as against Rs. 4,244 and 

Rs. 298 in tho previous year. Tho lelial has been leased out for three years 
from 1913-14 at Rs. 4,025 per annum. 

476. Tho I’ocoipts and working expenses wore Rs. 19,739 and Rs. 68,215, 
respectively, as against Rs. 32,765 and Rs. 39,799 in the year 1918-14. 

Tho decrease in receipts was chiefly duo to failure of crops duo to short 
supply of water in tho Damodar river for which remission to tho extent of 
Rs. 10,000 had to be granted, and partly to tho non-renewal of lapsed leases 
on account <4! the uncertainty of the supply of water under present conditions 

o 
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at thi5 h<*ad hIiucp. To mniMly tliiM a now supply cliannol with a sluico 
nii<i stop daiii iH Immik; ooiiHtructod at tnianpur. With the coinplotion of tho 
new ImmuI works it is oxiK‘Cto<l that tho supply of wator for irrigation 
and f<ir <Ioin(!sli«i purposes will ho considorahly iiKiroasiMl. Tho inoreaso in 
working oxp«niHoH is duo to tho construotion of tho supploinontary works 
on whioh Us. 11), 7 19 was spout during tho year. 

477. During tho y<*ar a sum of lis. 19,229 (direct charges) was spout on 
tho Lock, whioh is l>oing oonstriiotod on tho Poali Uivor at UUorhhag 
to give aoooss to the (;hannols of tho Magra llilt Drainage Schomo lotho boats 
coming from tho Sundarhuns and oastorn rivers. Tho work is lU'arly com- 
plohsl. Tho Lock was oiM*nod for traffic at tho latter part of tho year. 

478. Surveys in connection with a n<)w alignment for tho (iirand Trunk 
(Janal (as an allornativo to Mr. Loos’ alignment survoy»*d in 1912-18), with 
docks at Maniktala and an outh4 to the Hooghly alonjf the north of Calcutta, 
were taktMi up during the year. 

Surveys wore also started in coiinootion with tln^ moans of mitigation of 
IIoinIs in the Dainodar l>y constructing reservoirs in tho hills. A goiNl site 
for a reservoir was foiiml in tin* llarakar V^alloy, aixait 5 mill's above 
Uarakar. *• ». 

■179. There were five tloo Is in tho Dainodar, but they did no daniago. 


CKNTUAL (JIIKJLE. 

Minou Works and Xavioation. 


Nadi. Riv.p.. .|S(). Tho approxiinato length of the channels comprised in the Nadia 

Uivers are as detailed below : — 


Milos. 

Karaoea Channel from the Canges to Biswanathpnr ... 2.5 

Dhagiratlii Uivor from Disvvanathpur-Uhagirathi 
entraneo to Nadia ... ... ... ... 182 

Mhairal>>.lalangi from ontnineo to Nadia ... ... 1681 

Mathabhaiiga from entraneo to junction with tho Hooghly 18() 
ilooglily from Nadia to Mathabhaiiga junelion ... 82 


4881 


BhagirathI 

Rival*. 


'rile decrease in tho length of the Uhagirathi (4 miles) is due to the 
change in the bed of the river near Dad pur. 

No capital account is kept. The receipts and working expenses (direct 
and indirect) wiire Us. 16,871 and Us. 1.05, .51"), roBpoctivoly,i., as against 
Us. 24.828 and Us. 1,40,060 in tho preceding year. Tho doorcase in 
receipts is due chicily to a falling off' in tho number of steamers and Hats 
plying on tho rivers on account of extensions of railway lines on 
both sides of the Uhagirathi. also to tho shallowness of tho rivers which do 
not allow of through traffic except during tho rains and hiss traffic in jute 
and other cominiKlitii'S on account of tho war. The number of boats using 
these rivers during the year was 9,964 as against 18,113 in tho previous 
year. 

A brief description of tho rivers comprised in tho Nadia Rivers system is 
given below. 

481. This river is 1,57 miles long from tho Faracca entrance to Nadia, 
the portion below Nadia to tho mouth of tho river Mathablmnga being known 
as the Hooghly. The first 2.5 miles included in the above length is a sotn of 
the (langos called tho Faracca (Channel, tho next 68 miles from below Uiswa- 
nathpur entrance to Dadpur is taken as Upper Uhagirathi, and the remaining 
64 miles down to Nadia is called the Lower Uhagirathi. The Lower 
Uhagirathi is auain divided into two reaches, namely, (l)the Upper Reach from 
D.adpur to Katwa, and (2) tho Lower Reach from Katwa to Nadia. The Upper 
Uhagirathi was navigable for boats up to December 1914, the steamer service 
being maintained from 28th tlune to 8rd December 1914 between Jiaganj and 
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Calcutta and bctwtH'u A/iniganj an 1 Iti'rlianipnr rroni ntli duly to 80tli 
Novembor 1911. As loganls th«' Lower llha^iratbi tlu'ro was no coiiipleto 
stoppage* of boat traffic botw«*on Katwa and Nadia. Tin* stt*anu*r si‘rvici*s 
from Calcutta t<i Katwa and <Iiaganj conun(>nc«*d from 2Htli tin no I91-( and 
stopiM’el on .'ird Dooemben* 1914. 

The nnnibor ami longtii of sln>als trainee! were* 116 anei S(),700 fe*e*t, 
against 37 anel 122,90!) f(M*t, rt*8iit*clive*ly. eif tbe* previenis ye*ar. 

The minimum elepMis of the riven* at tin* emel of ^^arch W(*ree : — 


Oli«p> 


Dll 


IV. 

ITU 


AND 

RIDUV 


Least depth ok water 

SOUNDING. 


llKACIl OK UlVEH. 


MntKanco from (langos 


'J’henco to (Toria 
(ieria to Jangijxir 
.langipni’ tee llurhainpur 
lk'rham]mr to Katwa ... 
Katwa to Nadia 


1913. 

1914. 

Ft. 

In. 

Ft. 

In. 

1 

(> 

0 

8 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

G 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

(i 

1 

9 


1915. 


Width e»f 
e'hannel. 


Remarks. 


Ft. 

1 


0 

() 

0 

0 

y 


In. 


0 


9 

(> 

9 

3 

0 


Meire t hall 
2.') fe*i*t. 


Nee water in 
Ja n n a r y 
and Feb- 
ruary 1915. 

Obaiin o I s 
elo t e r i e»- 
raling. 


lir 


MAthii 

River. 


nge 


•182. 'riiis riven* is elivide‘cl into threeo dilFeront parts, viz. : — 

River. 

(1) Ilhairab from outrancej tee Mukhtcarinir. 

(2) Uppeu* dalangi from Mnkhtoaipnr te> Ceepinatb])!!!*. 

(3) Lower dalangi from (jropinath])iir tej Nadia. 

Through navigation was maintaineei in the river from dune; to Novennben* 

1914 and small local be>at traffic thremghout the year in the le>we‘r reaclie>s. 

TheTei werei altogether 40 sheials as against 12 e;f the last yejar. Of these 20 
she)als were! traine'd. 

■183. 'rile Mathabhanga bifurcates fremi the; Ganges at a place; about 5 
miles above* the* village; of dalangi anel falls into the* lles^ghly bele)w ('hakela. 

The* |•e)l'tieln of the; river fi*eaii the; onti’ane;e* te; Munshiganj is called the* llppeer 
Mathabhaiiga, while; that frenn Munshiganj elown to Hooghly junction is call(*d 
the; Lowe'v Mathabhaiiga Uivor. 'I’he; rive;r was ejpeii for through traffic in 
dune; 1914 anel continued e>pen till the onel of Novembor 1914, but inte;r- 
ine'diato traffic was maintaineei thi*oughe)ut the year. The number anel l<;ngth 
of shoals traine'd were 4 and 5,000 fe.;e*t against (> and 7,050 fejot le*ngth eif 
the previeius y(!ar. No training works are ne*cesBary for that portiem eif the 
Lower Mathabhaiiga which is uneler tidal influence from the Hooghly. 

484. In the year 1914-15 Govornment again elecidf*d to continue the 
operations, and a steamer w%as chartereel from the Inelia General Navigation 
anel KaiLvay Company, Limiteel, for the use of the e)ffice*i*8 engaged in super- 
. vising the Training Works. The number of shoals trained wore 21, of which 4 
wore in llengal and 17 in the province of Jlihar and Orissa, against 5 anel 15, 
reespectively in the previous year. The; cost to Government for the season’s 
operations was Ks. 33,347, against 11s. 33,577 in the previous season. In 
future tho eons<M*vancy of that portion of the Gan^;s which lies in llongal 
proper, t.e., from Hajmahal to Datmikdia, will be carried out under the orders 
of this Government, and tho conservancy of the river between Digha and 
Rajmahal by tho Government of Ilihar and Orissa. 

486. For some years past dredging operations have been conducted at the **'’*'**'p* no 
mouth of the llhagirathi River at its offtake from the Ganges, where it opens ^ n r g*" ****” 
out from a loop of the Ganges known as the Faracca Channel. 'I'liis loop com- th«D«na... 
mences at Faracca and rejoins tho Ganges about 4 miles below the offtake of 

o 2 
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th<! liiia^ir.'it.hi rivor. This Farfifjca Clianiii>i is fed by thrfu Pntraiic»?H from 
tlic main Htr«*ani, of which the first two tlry up «!vcry year resulting in tlie 
Faracca Channel above the third entrance remaining a pra<;ti(‘ally dead 
channi!l in the dry season ; the third (‘ntrance also brings but little 
waf«jr. During the j'car under review tlu' dredger Nemothn was chartered 
from tin; Intlia General Navigation and Railway ('ompany, Limited. She 
worked for l it) days and dredged a total length of 11,108 feet. Randalling 
and scraping were also done. The operations were not succi'ssfid owing 
to st'Veral adverse circumstances. The total expenditure iucurrotl was 
Rs. 16,925 4luri?ig the season, against Rs. 9,600 in the pn^vious season. 

•186. Major F. C. Hirst, i.a.. Direetpr of Surveys, Rcngal ami Assam, 
was placed on special <luty during the 3'ear to enquirn into the condition of 
the Upper ll<K)gldy ami its fetvler rivers. He has submitted an (‘xhaustivi'i 
■'('port on the subject, ami a Committe(‘ will be appointed (a) to examine the 
r«‘port, {!>) to determine what conclusions can be drawn from it, (c) to 
formulate ])roposals for the systematic record and examination of such 
data as will indicate any improvement or dett'rioraiion in the hea<l waters of 
the ll(K)ghly, etc., and {d) to advis(‘ as to the action to be taken to maintain 
and improv(f the eilic;iency of tln» rivers in the * int(n*e8ts of navigdfion, 
.sanitation ami drainage. 


NORTH FRN CIRCLK. 

187. Tiaining works were carrh'd out on the inner channel of the I’iver 
Ganges at Rampur Roalia to improve navigation as well as sanitary condi- 
tions and tini wattu’-supply of the town. A dr«*dgi'r was also chartered from 
the St<'amer Companies b»r t lm jiurposi*. The total amount spent on the 
operations was Rs. 26,085. Out of this the Steamer Companies, the District 
Hoard and th(> Rampur Roalia Municipality contributed Rs. 7, .500. 

KASTKRN CIRCLK. 

488. The work of improving the Dhaleswari and Riiriganga Rivers for 
navigation and for the water-supply of the town of Dacca was carried out 
during the year, Rs. 20,.5(M) being spent on dredging and Rs. 29,446 on 
bandalling th»> various shoals. 'I’lie river Dhaleswari was open for light draft 
steanuw traiHe fr«)m Dacca as far up as Pal ora throughout tlie ye.ai*, but from 
tln*n’ up to Porabari. a stc'anier station on the Assam route in the .lamuna 
river, steamer tralUo was suspended from 2()th .lanuary to 6rd April 1915. 
The rivor Ruriganga is open for steam u' tralHc only during the rains. 


Embankments and Drainage. 

[Tlio KiiiUirikinoiit and DraitinKP Keports for tlio year ] 914-15.] 

489. 'File (*xp('mlituro during the year on embankments, Including tho 
charges for Kstablishmont ami Tools and Plant, was Rs. 9,45,708 and on 
drainage works Rs. 1,17,697. 

490. Tho total length of embankments of all classes maintained by 
Govi'rnmont is 1,660 miles These embankmonts protect an area of 67,94,621 
acres. 

491. 'riiero were no high floods in any of tho rivers during the year and 
consequently very few breaches occurred in tho embankments and no damage 
was caused. 

492. A number of surveys wore carried out during the year : — 

(() A survey of the Baxikhal ami au escape channel north of Koria village on the 
Qaighatta kha!. 

(ii) A survey in connection with the proposed escape channel for flood water from 
the Cossye and Selye rivers across tho Chetna Circuit to the Rupnarain. 

(ill) A survey of the Hoorhoora kftat for providing additional channel capacity for 
the escape of flood water from the Damodar into the Rnpnarain. 
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(t>) An investigation was starti*^ ill tlu< Ciitchinoiit' nrfu of the Dainodur river for 
locating suitable reservoir sites fur iinpoiiniling Hood water of tho rivet. 
A site was selected in the Barakar river outchiueut about !t miles above 
Barakar and a complete contour survey completed. 


All tlio .ibovo survoya boar on tho probloin of tho liost disposal of iho 
Ihxxi wators of tlio (Jossyo, Solyo and Daniudar rivora. 

A Hiirvi'y for a drainago schonio to deal offoclivoly with tho drainage of 
tho fliKxlod area in tho (lontai and Ktamajrra siibdiviHions of tho iliatriot of 
Midnapnr was ooinplotod and an ostiniato for tho project prepared. 


493. Tho Danknni, Howrah, Kajaporo and Barrnjolla Drainage works 
wore maintained at a cost of list lo,7i(i, against tho avoraj^o amount of 
Us. 11,3(K) fixed for their maintonanco. 


•194. Tho Afa^ra Hat DrainajUfo scliomo which provides for naviiration as 
well as drainage is tho only work carrioil out umlor tho lien ral Sanitary 
Drainage Act. Tho scheme was oomphdod during tlio year at a coat of 
Us. 2tl,57,59(). cigainst tlio sanotionod estimate for Us. 2(1,73,091. 


•19.5. Tho construction of a seven-vented sluice at Arahamaya in the 
district of tho 2l-l’arganas and reiiKKlelling of tin* llistoopur Zamindari 
Kmhankmont were in progri'ss and tin* drainage sluice at Allumpur was 
completed during tho yi'ar. ,A largo number of sluices in Schedule D embank- 
ments W(‘r(* elficiontly maintained at tlio coat of estate's benefited. 
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CHAPTER Y.— REVENUE AND FINANCE. 

A.— Gross Revenue. 

'I’ll,. I'olldwiii^ shows tlm jfioHS revenue {i.e., total of 

liiil>erial an<l l‘roviiieial Revenues) for as compared with that of 

[The an* in tfnoiiHUiiiJs.] 



i 

1111314. 



11)14 15. 


|{K*Kin 

t 



— 

— 

- - 


i Iiiiprrial. 

Prtivinolal. 

T.4a|. 

Imperial 

. lV:)viiK‘ia]. 

Total. 


j Rm. 

\l . 

1 lis. 

Bh. 

JN. 

Kk. 

I'nnripal llra<U tif Krvi'iinr - 



• 




I. 

i.2:v2‘d 

1,50,99 

2,80,28 

1,27,45 

1,.55,15 

2,82,60 

II. ))ii(iiii ... ... 

1/J7,81 

... 

1,1)7,84 

1,93,11 

... 

1,93,11 

MI.— '^alL 


.. 

1,30,42 

1.40,25 

... 

1,40,25 

IV. — Stamp 


I,t>9,.55 

2,19,10 

1,01,34 

1,01,34 

2,02,68 

V. 

... 

I.53,H9 

1,53 89 


1,53.75 

1.5,3,75 

VI. t'lMvim ial ll.ilr, 

... 

1,31 

1,31 

• •• 

1.70 

1,70 

1 1. ll-itoillM 

3 48,«') 


3,48,60 

2,88,40 

... 

2,88,40 

\ III. — Iiifoiiii* Tax 

33,19 

33,19 

66,38 

34,92 

34.112 

09,84 

1 X. — |’\n 1* 4U ... ••• 

1 ••• 

10,10 

10,16 

• • s 

13,(5 

LVl^i 

X. iCr^isiraliMti ••• 

see 

2(),lti 

21), Hi 

• ff • 

18,13 

18,13 

.XL — 'IVilmti's 

r>8 

... 

58 

58 

... 

58 

Tntal 

9.43,57 

4,91,25 

14,31,82 

8,85,15 

4,78,04 

13,64.19 

\ 1 1. 1 llttTl'st ... ••• 

11,95 

4.30 

16,25 

11,79 

1,14 

16,93 

ItriM ipts liy I’ivil D^partiiiriit — 







XVI, — Law ami — 







A. — Courts nf Law 


8,43 

8,43 

... 

8,50 

8,60 

H. -JalL 


r»,72 

6,72 

• • s 

8,32 

8,32 

XVIL -Loliiv 

... 

1 57 

1,.57 

• • • 

1,77 

1,77 

XVIIL — l*mt'< aiul Lilnla;;i' 

... 

10.77 

15.77 

see 

15,53 

15,53 

XIX. '“‘Kiliifatimi ... 

... 

8. 11 

8,11 

see 

8,34 

8,34 

XX. -Mnli.al 


4 .20 

4.20 

... 

3,1)5 

3,05 

XXL'. — A;.;i ifultniT ... 


71) 

79 

... 

72 

72 

.\XIIL— St anti Mistirll.im* 

( see 

1,99 

1,1)1) 

• ss 

4 51 

4,61 

nir. l)t*partnivnt^. 







Total 

.Misccllaiii'tiii.s ■ • 

XXI I. — Urt’i ipis in aiil oT Siipor- j 

• «s 

l«,,58 

48,58 , 

... 

51,84 

51,84 

l,H.» 

31) 

2.19 

1.88 

57 

2,45 

ani iiatinp. I 







XXIII. — StalitHiory ami Lrintin^^... j 

1 

1,38 

1,39 

1 

' 1,45 

L47 

XXV. — Mi'^collaiiruii j 

Bi 

7,51) 

8,15 

43 

553 

5,95 

Total ... j 

Irrigation — 

2 27 

1),4U 

11,73 

2,32 

8.56 

10,88 







XXIX.-— Major Works (iJinct 

1,23 

1,23 

2,46 

1,27 

1,27 

2,54 

rroripta). 



XXX. — Minor Works nml Naviga- 







tion — 







Hy Piihlio Works 

2,83 

2,82 

5.65 

2,43 

2,43 

4,86 

lK‘partiiH'nt. 



By Ci\il IVpartiuont 

24 

25 

49 

25 

25 

50 

Total 

4,30 

4,30 

8,60 

3,96 

3,95 

7,90 

HniMiims and lioads — 







XXXIL- Cixil Works— 







By Pnldio Works 

74 

4,34 

5,08 

57 

5,63 

6,20 

Dopnrtnioiit. 




By I'ivil iVpartniont 

see 

1,06 

1,66 

• ee 

1.47 

1,47 

Total 

74 

6,00 

6,74 

57 

7,10 

7,67 

Transfors l>otwr«*n IinptTial and Pro- 
vinoial. 

(rKAxn Total 

—57,53 

+ 57,53 

• •• 

—68,92 

+ 68,92 

... 

9,0.5,30 

6,21,42 

15,26,72 

8,35,86 

6,22,65 

14,58.41 
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ll. — IMI'EKIAL ItKVKNllK AND FINANCE. 


Tilo chiof variations are o.\pI.iiiu> 1 in t.ho entries on linporial an«l 
cial Finance. 


IVov'in- 


Ohiip. V. 
IVBNUB At 
PINANOt. 


B.— Imperial Revenue and Finance. 

•l!)7. The followinjj stitoniont shows the Inipnrial n*e.'ipl.s in 11)1 l-ir» 
as tt)mpare<l with those of 11)13-1 I : — 


Majok Heads. 


1913-14. 

1914-1.5. 

1 

1 lnviva-w‘. 

1 K‘iTi‘artr. 



• Krt. 

i IN. 

1 

IN. 

Uh. 

J. — Laiiii Ki'vtMiiie ... 

... 

1.2:1.29,429 

1,27 I5.;U7 

4 15/318 

1 

II. — Dpiiiiu 

... 

1,97,84 32:i 

1,lKi,l0.*.»2l> 

... 

4,73.3*34 

in.— Salt 

... 

I,:i0 41,435 

1,40 25 2()() 

‘3,83.825 

... 

IV. StUlllpH 

... 

1 ,09.55,4 1 G 

i,oi,:u 

... 

8.2 1 .283 

VII. •'■CnHttuhs 


3,48,GiI,241 


... 

(lO 2<» 557 

VI II. — Inroiiif Tax 

... 

33,18 958 

:i4,‘.>2 :io5 

1,73.317 

• « • 

.\I.— Tiil.iitfM 

... 

G7,7»n 

<|7,701 

... 

... 

XII. — IlltlTfst 

... 

1 l,94,G90 

11, 78 ,(>(52 

... 

Hi, 028 

.X.XII. — Ikfceiptis ill aid of 
niialioii. 

.Siipcraii- 

1,8 >.117 

1 88,:i2:i 

8 20(i 

... 

XX III. — StatiuniTy aial Printing 

78;i 

4:u) 

... 

314 

XXV.— MiKiMllaiiotiiia ... 

... 

4G,0I2 

43,4 47 

... 

2,5<;5 

XX IX.-— Irn\i;aliDii .Ma jm- 
Piiiilit! Work*:. 

Works— 

1,23 290 

i,2r>,y8i 

3.r/3i 

... 

XXX. — Irri;;atit)ii .Miimr 

(’ivil. 

\V„rks— 

24,421 

24 725 

304 

... 

XXX. — Irri^afi.ai Minor 
I'lililif Work**. 

Work^— 

2,8 ',520 

2,43.233 

... 

33,287 

XXXI.— Civil Work-. -I’ul.lii: Works 

73,405 

57,0'.M 

... 

1(1,314 

TraiintVrs Indw-'uii Ii)i|H‘ria] and 
cial. 

PlMVill- 

— 57.52, 8(M} 

—08/32,311) 

i 

I 

••• 1 

11,3*3,51*3 

Tottil 

• 


9,05,29,941 

1 

8,:i5 85,941 

( 15,s5,291 ' 

85.29,2111 

• •• 

1 0‘3 44(HK) 


The variatitMis shown in the al)ov<i tahle weri! mainly due to the follow- 
inpr causes : — Land Itooftme — Ijarger recoveries of siirvify and sotLlemeiit 
charges. Opium. — Kedncetl prices ol)taini«l at the sales. Sail — Larger 
realisation of outstanding lialances of duty cleared in tin? j)r(!vious year 
under the credit systcnu and larijer adjustments of salt credit acteonnts 
before due dates. Stamps — General depression of traiie on account of the 
Knropean war and the collapse of the jute market. Oustonis — Dislocation 
of India’s foreign trade, Ci'ssation of im})orts from enemy countries and 
restricted imports from Europe owing to scarcity of shipping. Inconut Tax — 
Increased prolits made by Hanks, Jute and (Joal Com la lies in 11)13-1 1, which 
formed ns usual the basis of the assessment in 11)11-1. 5, and partly to more 
careful assessment. Intarest — Further growth of tin* sinking fund for th<' 
Kidderporo Dock loan, the interest payable to the fund being takem in re«lnc- 
tion of interest receipts for the loan. Sujjeramuiatw7i — Usual growth in the 
Civil Service pension fund. Miscellaneous — Smaller premia <»n supply bills. 
Irrigation Major Works{P. IT. Z).) — Improveirnmt in the <rollecti(»n 4)f water rat«'s 
in the Mi Inapore Canal. Irrigation Minor Works and ^favigation{V. W D.) — 
Smaller navigation receipts in the Calcutta and Eastern ('anals owing to the 
reduction in jute trallic, and in the Midnaporo Bhil route owing to th(^ silting 
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ii|) of til*; Manicktiaii Kiitraii*;** ('liniinol. (JioiHl^orka {I*. U^. D .) — Decreast; 
(hit; t«i I’roviticialiBatiiiii of cciMain Inip(;rial laiildin^H. Tfan^ec heUonen Int- 
and Pi-fwinchd — Larjfor aHsigiimentH to Provincial on account of ^rantH 
toklic Calcutta I’nivcrHity for liostciH and tin; Dacca UnivorHity Sclicinc. 

-P.)S. Tin; following KtaUMinuit hIiowh tin; Iniporial exp(;nditiiro in 1914- 
Ifj an coinpart‘<l with tlion*; of I91.‘i-14 ; — 



Major IIkads. 

1913-14. 

1 1914-15 

i 

1 

j I ncr«-*usc». 

1 

Increase. 



Hs. 

1 

Kh. 

Uh. 

Rs. 

1. 

JlffiiihlH an«l Dniwlmcks 

«;,C8,039 

1 8,11,121*1 

1,43,087 


2. 

Assi^iiiiiiMit-i uikI Ooiii|i«Mistitioiis ... 

97,2 It; 

j 99.083 

1,807 

... 


fiiiiiil UfVi'iiiii* 

20, 9r», 083 

22,88,754 

1,93,071 

• m * 

4. 


24,129 

22,272 

... 

1 ,8.57 

r». 

^11 It ... 

3,l4,93rj 

2,97,122 

• •• 

17,813 


... ..a .aa 

3,»;i,f>i;o 

i 3,11,1.32 

• a. 

.10,434 

y 

CllritdllM ... 

1.3,7rt.7l53 

i 13.52,529 

... 

20.234 

10. 

llirt>iii(‘-t*iX ... ... 

77,289 

77,042 


247 

14 

on otiki r Ohlii^iitioim 

1,13/J25 

1,45.2.37 

31,312 


IH. 

IrriKTiil Adiiiiiii HtnitiiMi ... 

4,73.H17 

4,80,400 

0,049 


2;i. 


1 ,84, .M 5 

1,90,758 

0,243 

■ • • 

25. 

IVilitical ... 

5,400 

5,400 

■ •a 

... 

2*5 A 

A^riviiltiiiv 

25,770 

... 

... 

2.1,770 

2)i|( 

SoitMililio and Mi^ridlaiiroi h IK*|Mik‘t- 

2,019 

2,020 

... 

23 


llUMltH. 





27. 

'rfrritorial and Political Pt'iiHiotm 

7,93,-382 

7,4,5,598 


47,784 

2H 

(’ivil Kiirloii^lk ainl Al»**t‘nh* » Allow- 

n: 

... 

... 1 

IG 


ancc.H. 





21). 

Siip.Tafinihition Allowanct's and 

38,591 

37,758 

... 

83.3 


IVnsioiiH. 





:u). 

Stationery mid Print irijLi: 

711,088 

70,(l0o 

^ ... 

28 

:i2. 

Mi^cidlaiKMiiiH 

37,305 

1,80,040 

1,42,741 

... 

35. 

C'Oiistriirtion of Prott‘rtivp fiTi^a- 

7,39i; 

2,.534 

• •• 

4,802 


tion Works. 





42. 

Irrigation Major Works --Intfrost 

1,97,928 

2 01,433 

0,505 

... 


on l)oht. 






Irrigation Major Works — Working 

1,48,891 

1.28.805 

... 

20,029 


^•x|n•lls^•K (P. W.). 





43. 

lrri;;ation Mdior Wtirks — (t’ivil) ... 

982 

10,057 

9,075 

... 


|)ilt<» ditto (P. W.) ... 

9,i;2.229 

13,09,811 

4,07, 5H2 

... 

15. 

t'ivil Works i('ivil) ... 

5,000 

5,000 

... , 

... 


Mitto (P. W.) 

u; 5(1, 4.33 

13,32,121 

1 

... j 

3,24,312 



97 40,740 

1,01,09,830 

9,49.3.32 1 

5,20,242 





"V — 



Total ... 

... 

• •• 

4,29,090 

. 



. . . 

. 




'riic principal IliictnationH aro (txplaincd as follows ; — Ri'funds and 
hratrltacks — Heavy paynnnits of Drawbacks of (histoms duty owing to the 
rt*-cxportation of .lava sugar to tin; llnitt'd Kingdom. ArnghinentR and 
doinpanmiians — Larg*>r paynn;nts of Malikana. Land lieoenne — Kxpansion 
of Survt'y and St'tth;incnt work. Ojuatn and Salt — Payment of owners’ sharo 
of rates and taxes hy the Public Works Dt'partiinmt. JStam/is — Sinallcr pay- 
nn*nt of dis<;onnt on smaller sales and reduction in the cost of stamps and stamp 
paj)«*r mnler tin' new agreenn*nt with the contractors. Customs — Smaller pay- 
nn>nt of ovt'itime allowances owing to slackness of trade. Interest on other 
Ohligations — (Jrowth *;f the General Provident Fund. General Administration 
— Larger payments of leave allowanct's. Ecclesiastical — Higher grade pay of 
(Miaplains. Agriculture — Provincialisation of tin; salaries of the oHicers of the 
(hvil Veterinary Department. Territo. ini and Political Pensions — The actuals 
of 191.S‘14 inchnh'd a special payment of Rs. 40,()00 to the Naw'ah Jlahadur of 
Murshidabad. Miscellaneous — Special expenditure arising from the war. 

(Construction of Protective Irrigation IPorA’-s — Smaller payments of allowances t*; 
District Hmr*l Kngineers for preparation of Famine Relief programmes. 
Irrigation Major Works — Interest on Debt — Raising of the rate of intei'est from 
3'.‘bS7‘.) to 8*1992 per ct'ni. Irrigation Major Works — Working Expenses — 
Smaller expi'iniitun; on the maintenanc*; and repairs of the Midnapore Canal. 
Irrigation Minor ir«/4*s ami Navigation ( Civil) — Special grant to the District 
Hoard of Hakargauj towards the re-excavation of the Damooda channel. 
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Irrt^ion Minor Works' and Naviyniion {Public Works Department) — Special 
cxponditu'ro on the piirchaso of droilgor for the niaintcnauct' of watqrwayB 
and larger expbnditnro (iti silt clearaneb. Civil IPJn’A'A {Public U orAvs Dcjmrf- 
ment) — Smaller expbhdituro on the conBtrrtotion of Imildings. 


V. 

RBVSNUB AMP 
mNAMOB. 


Land RevenUa. 

Chapter II of this Report.] 


Canal* Revenue. 

[aS'c'c Chapter IV^ of this Reporf — Canals.] 

Sources of Revenue other than Land. 

’ CUSTOMS. 


LReport on ihi! Muntiiiio Tratli* of for tlio year 1 914-15, of Mrili.^^li hnlifi, I*arl IV 

(/i) — Firmneo and Keveiiin*.] 

49‘.). The gros.s revenue from (histoins, including 1*00 lakhs jmid into 
district treasuries on account of salt imported into Calcutta amountcul to 
Rs. 1, 00, 38, 000, against Rs. ■!,. 06,88, 000 in the previous year. Refunds amount- 
ed to Rs. 0,6l,()0(), against Rs. .5,30,000, so that the nett revenue amounted to 
Rs. .3,5)0,77,000, I'epresenting a decrease of 11*.50 j;er cent, and being the 
lowest recorded since the year 1011-12. During the first four months of the 
year (ho gross import collections showed a substantial rise, ))Ut with the 
outbreak of liostilities revenue fell, and for the whole year the gross imports 
ilecreased by Rs. 40*84 lakhs, exfiorts also fell by Rs. 8*.53 lakhs, the season 
having been disastrous. 

The gross import duties amounted to Rs. 3,06*00 lakhs, of which 
Rs. 1,22*60 lakhs was yielded by salt alone (including the inland collections). 
The collections on account of other articles (exce]>t silver, pc'troleum and 
spices under which there were increases) fell by Rs. 63*17 l.akhs. This was 
cliiedy due to the decrease in the case of cotton gocxls (Rs. 18*71 lakhs), sugar 
(15)*13 lakhs), metals other than silver (5*60 lakhs) and miscellaneous articles 
(Rs. 10,70 lakhs). I’hc decrease in cotton gocxls was due to over-trading, 
while that under sugar was dii'cctly iluo to the war, owing to the divoi’sion of 
.Java sugar to the United Kingdom. Refunds and drawbacks increased from 
Rs. 5*36 lakhs to Rs. 6*61 lakhs or 23*.32 per cent. In spite of largo war 
exponditure*no change was made in the inchlence of taxation. 

500. The nett income, of the Calcutta (histom House amounted to 
Rs. 3,80,30,580, against Rs. 4,40,31,518 of the previous year, representing a 
decrease of nearly 11*50 per cent. Tlie nett income of the subordinate ports 
amounted to Rs. 16,82,500 as compared with Rs. 15,60,121 in 1913-14, 
representing an improvement of Rs. 7*20 per cent., which is to bo attributed 
to salt import duty and yola rents. 

501. There wore 416 cases dealt with under the Sea Customs Act 
against 672 in the previous year. Of those 252 related to under-valuation, 
including 0 cases in which action was taken under section 32 of the Act, but 
the goods were not taken over on behalf of Government. During the year 
there wore several important seizures of cocaine, opium and feathers and the 
Preventive officers showed considerable spirit in effecting them. 

502. The number of cases of infringement under the Merchandise 
Marks Act was only 300 in the year against 1,170 in the pi’cvious year. The 
great fall in number is attributable to the decrease of imports in general and 
to the stoppage of imports from Germany iu particular. Of the total number 
of cases 148 were in respect of false trade description, of which 50, 39, and 
10 related to consi^ments from Japan, Germany and Holland, respectively. 
The penalties realised during the year amounted to Rs. 4,973, against Rs. 
21,055 in 1913-14. 
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SALT. 

[Salt A<liiiitii'«tnilioti Ur*|>ort fur lh«‘ year 1914-16. StatiMtictf of British India, Part IV (6) — Kiiiatice 

and 

r>0.‘l. Thor«! was a ihjoreaso in the opurations under the salt credit 
system. Siicuritius to the e.Ktent of lis. 4.4,34,50) were deposited during 
the year a'^ainst Ks. 50,10,500 in 1913-14. 'J'he quantity of salt issued under 
the system amounted to 92,20,083 inaunds against 1,00,00,493 maunds in the 
])t'evioiis year. There were 42 depositors daring the year, 5 of whom 
closed their accounts, htaving a balance of 37 against 35 in the previous 
year. 

.501. The total imports into (Jalcutta decreas<*d by 33 lakhs of mauiids 
or 23’3 per cent. With the e.xception of prize cargoi^s there was no importa- 
tion from (.jcrmany since the outbreak of war. The importation of salt from 
Madras was probal)ly duo to lower freights being obtained during thti last 
quarter, and this also (explains the increase in imports from Ad<m. With these 
e.xceptions there was a largo general decreas(q which was particularly mai’ked 
in tlu‘ case of imports from the Unitcsl Kingdom, St>ain and Salif and was 
due to th(« shortage of tonnage and high freights. * *’ 

Then? was a dccrt*aso (d oven* 3 lakhs of maunds or 23*6 per cent, in the 
imports into the port of (Jhittagong. While imports fi’om Aden increased 
by »)ver 70 per ctmt. tlmrt* was a <lecr«!ase of 50 |)er cent, in imports of salt 
rr<»m I’ort Said. There were no imports from Spain or Massowali, owing to 
lack of tonnage, or from Oermany, owing to the war. 

.505. The total (piantity of salt which passivl into consumption in the 
I’rcsiilency during the year 1914-15 was 78,04,169 maunds, exclusivji of 
60,95, 166 maunds, the nett e.\|»ort by rail, road or river, but inclusive of 80 manmls 
reduced from saltpetre. 'Fhe average price was 4 annas and 6 pies higher 
than in the prtJvious year, which was due to the rise in the price of imported 
salt. 'Pile average whoh<salo price pt.‘r 100 maunds of Liverpool salt as sohl 
from the ship’s si«le in the port of (’alcutta, exclusive of <luty was Us. 77-4-9, 
against, Us. 54-6-7 in the i)revioU8 year. There was an upward tjuulency 
in the market prices of salt during the first half of the year, and after the 
<leelaration of the war pricers went uj) abnormally, espctciall}’^ in anticipation 
of an enhancement of the salt dury, some transiu^tions being 250 per cent, 
ovi'i* normal during th<> last <)uartor of tlu^ year. In the port of Chittagong 
the rise in prices is also attributable to the gem$ral effect of the Kurojx'an 
war on the salt market. 

.506. As compared with 1913-14 receipts showed an increase of 
Us. 9,83,387 or 7*5 p»u* cent, and charges, an increase of Us. 585 or 0*1 per 
cent. TIu' nett revenue was Us. 1,. 36, 9 1,938, which was greater than that 
of the previous year by Us. 9,82,802 or 7*7 per cent. 

.507, 'riie quantity of salt etluced in the process of refining fcaltpetre was 
21 maunds only as compared with 742 maunds in 191.3-14 and the quantity 
of Sitta (iuipuri' sail) left in the course of refinement was 41 maunds 
against 925 maunds in the previous year. Eighty maunds of educed salt 
were sold during the year against 261 maunds in the previous year, the 
iluty realised being Us. 80 against Us. 261 in 1913-14. 

EXCISE. 

[Tlio Ruport on tliu Adiuinistratioii of the KxcUo Deparliiieiit, Beni^^al, ftir the year 1914-15. 

StatinticM of BritiMh India, Part IV (6) — Finance and Itcveniie.] 

508. The system of Advisory Committees continued in force throughout 
the Presidency, except in the Calcutta district, for which Licensing Boards 
have been appointed. The Advisory Committees worked satisfactorily. Their 
recommendations which were confined to the number and location of shops 
were generally practical and usually adopted. The Calcutta Licensing 
Boards were constituted in November 1913, and they have since that time 
dealt with the proposal for two excise settlements. Their functions have, 
however, been somewhat limited. On the first occasion, in the year 1913-14. 
they had not to deal with the contentious subject of licenses for the sale of 
country spirit, as such licenses had been settled for Iwo years from the Ist 
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April 15)13. And wlion tho proposalH for tlio Bettlcinent t>r oountry spirit 
shopB came up in tho oud of 1014, tho Hoards had not an ontiroly fr(>i^ hand. 

This was tho result of tln» docision to separate tho vein! of oountry liquor 
from that of foreign liquor, and also the vend of foreign liquor for consuini - 
tion on the promises from that of foreign liquor for consumption off tlu« , 

premises. This decision necessitated a revision of the previous arrangements 
as to the numhor aiul location of both classes of shops, involving a consi- 
derable reduction of tho number of licenses of each kind. 'I’lie Ihwrds 
generally acctiptod the details of this revision which wore worked out in the 
Hrst instance by tlu^ Excise Department. 

509. Tho total excise revenue for tho year was Rs. 1,. 53, .59, 9 10, being 
a ilecreaso of Rs. 28,101 on tho figures of the previous year. 'I'ho chitd 
increase in receipts occurretl under the hofid of Opium ” (Rs. 1,79,252), 
followed by “foreign liquor” (Rs. 65,700), jMc/itmt (Rs. 44,282) and fan 
(Rs. 12,041). This was counterbalanced by a largo decrease' (Rs. 3,09,700) 
from” country spirit,” and a decrease of Rs. 18,320 from^rtnih. The nett 
result was that tho incidence of excise revenue remained the same as in tint 
previous year, namely, 5 annas and 5 pies. 

.540. There was no change in the syst(>m for the supply of country spirit country »piHt. 
during the year ; tho whole of tho Presklencj' is now supplied by tho coiitrnct 
system. There was a reduction of 47 in the number of shops and consumption 
fell bj' 105, 241 proof gallons. This decrease was general through thi' 

Presidency except in tho district of Hirhhiim, tiu' Asansol subdivision in 
the Kurdwan district, tho old outstill areas in the Hankura and Midna]>ore 
districts and in Jalpaiguri, where consumption increased. Tho (h)crease was 
largest in Calcutta (29,746 proof gallons), followed by Dacca (10,389 proof 
gallons), Rangpur (9,585 proof gallons), Dinajpur (8,043 proof gallons) and tho 
21-Parganaa (8,025 proof gallons). Tlio decrease was duo to two main causes— 
one administrative, tho other economic. The a<lministrative f, actor consistial in 
tho meastires taken by Government to check tho growth of consumi'tion by 
tln5 increase in tho rsito of duty on countrj' spirit in most districts, and in tlm 
maximum prices in Western Hengal and by tho curtailment of the hours 
during which shops may remain oi)en. Tho elFect of these nie.asures was, 
however, comparatively slight and. under normal conditions, consumption 
might have shown an inconsiderable decline. Tho outbri'ak f)f war was 
responsible, however, for a serious change in economic conditions, j)arti- 
cularly among tho labouring classes, which greatly afloctol the excise 
tnade. Not only was there a dearth of employment, but tlm i)rices of food 
rose, and tho margin for expenditure on luxuries was gn^atly reduced. I’he 
poorer labouring classes, who are the chief consumers of country spirit, were 
the greatest sufferers, and their condition is well reflected in the drop in 
consumption by about 30,000 gallotis in Calcutta. 

Out of Ijio total decrease of Rs. 3,09,760 in reve.niie, that derived from duty 
which represents tho decrease in consumption, was Rs. 3,07,577, while the 
decrease from license foes was Rs. 817 only. 

511. Tho total number of licenses issued for the sale of fermented r«r#. 
and unformented fari docrojised from 1,884 to 1,744 or by 140, and tho total 
receipts incre<a8ed from Rs. 4,74,601 to Rs. 4,86,6-12 or by Rs. 12,041. 

512. The total number of licenses issued was 25,301 as compared with **««*'»^*'* 
28,029 in 1913-14. The revenue from retail license fc'cs increased from 

Rs. 8,11,432 to Rs. 8,60,654 or by Rs. 49,222. As in the previous year 
the greatest increase was in Birbhum. 

513. The total number of licenses issued for tho wholesale and retail vend Foreign iiquor. 
of potable foreign liquor, exclusive of licenses for tho retail sale of 
medicated wines and rectified spirit was 623, against 668 in tho previous year. 

The total receipts from license fees amounted to Rs. 3,99,968 as compared 
with Rs. 3,77,075 in 1913-14. The receipts from duty on Indian-made 
foreign liquor were Rs. 2,75,464, against Rs. 2,32,597 in the preceding year. 

514. The total number of licenses issued in the Presidency for the retail «««/«. 
sale of ffanja was 1,347 as compared with 1,403 in 1913-14. The revenue from 
license fees increased by Rs. 1,55,711, while that from duty decreased by 

Rs. 1,74,031, the result being a nett decrease of Rs. 18,320 in tho total 
receipts. There was a nett decrease of 376 maunds in the quantity of ganja 

p2 
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conHU!iic«l, tlM} figuros boing 2,584 inaundH 16 soors against 2,960 inaunds 
10 st'ors ill 191 3- M. Tim gi'«*ator part of tho docroaso ciccurrod in the Pre- 
sidinicy and Dacca Divisions and in tin; plains districts of the llajshahi 
Division. The liigli rotail prioes of tin* drug, which had followed tho 
»*nhanc«'mout of the rate of duty from tho Ist April 15)13. were kept up by the 
onhancemmit in the license foes. The decreased consumption and tho prospect 
of an enhanccMiiont in the duty led, however, to a great fall in license fees for 
the year 15)15-16. Tho incidence of license fee per soor oi gtinja consumed 
was Us. 17-4 and that of duty Us. 15. Tho total taxation was thus 
Us. 32-1 pur seer as compared with Us. 28-9 per soor in tho preceding year. 

515. Th(! total consumption of bhnn^ amounted to 671 maunds 25 seers 
against 711 maunds 13 seers in the previous year. The total revenue from 
both licensif fees and <lutv amonntisl to Us. 1,06,953 as eomparod with 
Us. 1,07,168 in 15)13-14. 

516. Tile total number of licenses issued for the retail sale of cJiaras 
decreasi‘d from 10 in the previous year to 35 and tho total revenue fromi 
Us. 51,05)0 to Us. 18,883. There was a fall of Us. 13,650 in the receipts from 
license fees, while ri’ceipts from duty increased by Us. 11,443. 

517. 4’he system under which the issue of •opium to retail shops is 
restricted to the estimativl local demand continued in Hooghly, Howrah, the 
2l-Parganas, (lalcutta, llakarganj, (Jhittagong and in a few shops in llirbhum. 
'rile system was extended with effect from the 1st April 1914 to the whole 
of the Midnapori' and Khulna districts and to a few shops in Nadia and 
•lesson*, 'rile total number of licenses issued for the retail sale of opium 
was 855), against 886 in 15)13-14. 'riie consumption of opium decreased by 
156 maunds, the figures b(‘ing 1,551 maunds 11 seers against 1,710 
inatiiuls 6 si'ers in 15)13-14. 'Fho fall in the consumption was accompanied 
bj' a large increast! of Us. 1,75), 252 in revenue, tho total receitits being 
Us. 25), 22, 32 1, against Us. 27,13,072 in the previous year. This was entirely 
due to highe r lic(*nae fees, which were tho results of the incr(*as(*d 
])rofits derived from higher retail prices in which there has been a general 
increase in most districts. 

518. 'riio total number of licenses issued to chomiats, druggists, (jualifiod 
medical jiractitiouera and donlista for tho sale of cocaine were 220 as compar- 
ed with 221 in the previous year, while the license fees realised amounted to 
Us. 220, against Us. 225 in 15)1.3-14. Altogether .35) licenses for the possession 
of eiMjaine were issued free to managers of liosjntals or dispensaries not under 
(lovernment supervision. Of those, 29 wei’e for tea gardens in tho .Talpaiguri 
district and 5 for charitable dispensarii*s in Calcutta. The abuse of cocaine 
still continues, and illicit traffic in Calcutta still gives cause for anxiety. It 
might havt* be(*n anticipaled that this traffic wouhl have diminished witli tho 
closure, owing to the war, of the chief sources of supply. Uut this is not borne 
out by the statistics of olfi*nees for the possession and sale of c<x;aine. ^lore 
than 'one-third of the total number of arrests made in tho Presidency during 
the year was in connection with cocaine olTences, the number being 1,356 as 
compared with 1,175 in 1013-14. The arrests made in Calcutta alone for un- 
lawful possession of cocaine were 1,215) as against 1.051 in the previous year. 
'I’lie total quantity' of cocaine seized in Dengal during the year under report 
was 62 lbs. 5 oz. 3 drams 2()i.J grains (avoirdupois) as compared with 85 lbs. 
10 oz., 23 grains in the preceiling year. 

519. The total number of persons an*estetl on charges under tho Excise 
laws during the year was 3,935 as compared with 3,622 in 1913-14 and 3,589 
persons were convicted against 3,325 in tho previous year. 




STAMPS. . 

[Animal Statisticn of the Stamp Departiiiont for the year 1914-15. Statistics of British India, Pari IV 

(5) — Financ*f and Revenue.] 

520. 'riio total receipts under tho Stump and Court-fees Acts fell from 
Us. 2,21,97,277 in 1913-14 to Rs. 2,05,04,470 in 1914-15, showing a decrease 
of Rs. 16,92,807 or 7*6 per cent. The decrease occurred both in judicial and 
non-judicial stamps and was principall 3 ' due to the genei'al depression of 
trade on account of tho war. The charges during the year amounted to 
Rs. 5,37,485, against Rs. 5,54,201. 



1914-191&] 


80UKCE8 OF REVENUE OTHER THAN LAND. 


107 ..•SSR'.Y: 


521. Tho (ialo-procoed8 from Court.-foo stamps (oxoluiHitj; stamps for 
copies) declined from Ks. 1,37,60,789 in 1913-11 to Ks. 1,35,28,272. Tin* 
decrease occurred in the Dacca, Olutta<^on^ and Uajsliahi Divisions ami 
couiitorbalancod the increase in the Hurd wan and Presiclomiy Divisions. The 
decrease was principally due to tho unfavoui'ahlo condition of the jute trade 
on account of the Avar. The increase in tho Hurdwan Division was attrihuted 
to the institution of title-suits of greater value, to a larg*‘r numher t)f civil 
and criminal cases and to the large amounr of duty paid in a prohate case. 
The increase in the Presidency Division was mainly due* to payment of ln>avj' 
a<ltninistratlon duties by some large estates in (Calcutta. 

522. The receipts from the sale of non-judieial stamps di'cliiu'd from 
Us. 73,97,101 in 1913-14 to Rs. *.59,86,632. Though the grt*ater portion of 
the decrea.so in revenue in 1914-15 occurnul in Calcutta, the falling olF was 
general throughout the Presidency and was ascribed to the gomn’al depression 
of trade t)n account of tlm war. 

.523. The number of voudors who hohl lici'nses to stdl stamps <luring tim 
year 1914-15 w.as 5,232, against 5,105 in 1913-14 ; hut tlu! amount of discount 
allowed t«) a»icli vendors fell off from Rs: 3,67,882 in 1913-14 to Rs. 3,13,343. 

,,524. 'I’he total number of case.s in which deficient duty and pimalty 
were levied by tho Courts under section .35 of Act II of 189!) during tin' year 
fell from 2,234 to 2,002. and tin* amount of <luty and pj'iialty n^alised from 
Rs. 14,287 to Rs. 13,661. Tin* total number of caa<*s d(*cided by Ibu'enin* 
(’ourts, und(*r sections 32, 37, 40 and 41 of the Act, <leerease<l from 2,913 
to 2,806, and the amount of duty and penalty n^alised from Rs. 49,752 
to Rs. 36,400. The figures indicaO* that tin*, public is bt*coming lu'tler 
.acquainted Avith tho law and is taking greatt'i* care as to the valine of stamps. 

.52.5. d’he numher of c.asi's instituted for tho infringi'iin'nt f)f the 2)rovi- 
sions of tin' Stamp Act was 740, in vvJiich 7.58 j)ersons W(*re brought to trial 
and 731 convicted, .as .against 992 case's .ainl 893 convicted persons in the pre- 
vious year. Tho linos imposed, togethi'r with comiK)sition money, amounti'd 
to Rs. 4,469 as against 4,590 in 1!)13-14. The falling olf was particularly 
marked in Calcutta. The aiuount of r(*wards paid to informers was Rs. 2,087 
as compare<l Avith Rs, 2,375 in the previ«ius year. 

526. Enquiries wen' m.adc* in 88'5 jAor cent, of the casi's of valuation of 
estah's for tho issue of Probates or Letters of Administration reported during 
the yi'.ar. Tin* correspoinling percontagc' in 1913-14 was 76'.5. 'riio propor- 
tion borne by the deficitmt court-fees rc'alised to tin* amount liriginally paid was 
8'4 as compai’i'd with 7‘8 in tho previous year. 


iluOlolal atamiis. 


Non-Judlolal 

•tampa. 


Bala or atampa. 


oanolant duty. 


Pi*oaaoutlona 
undor tho Stamp 
Aot. 


WopkinS of 
aaotlon 1BH of 
tho Coupt-raaa 
Aot. 


l.VCO.MK-TAX. 


[Stalistic'iil inrurinntiiiii rt-giiniiiif' tlit: Iticoiiii! Tax DcpartiiiLMit Tor tin* year l'JI4-lA. btalistic.* dI' Britiali 

liuliu, I’art IV(/') — Fiiiaiiw oml Hcvfiiiu*.] 

.527. •'Idle receipts, cliarges and nett revenue! under tho head Income 'Tax Financial paauit. 
during tho year. 1914-15 Avere Rs. 69,90.941 , Rs. 1,70,755 ami Rs. 68,20,186. 

'Pile nett revenue sIioAved an iiici’uase of ,5’2 per cent, over that of the previous 
year. 

628. 'riio total collections on account of tho tax under all Parts during coiiaotion. 

Iho year 1914-15 showed an iucreiaso of Rs. 3, 19.890 or 5'9 per cent, ovi'r 
those of 191.3-14. 'To this increase, Part f (salaries, pensions, annuities and 
gratuities) contributed Rs. 48,270, Part II (companies) Rs. 2,72,332, Part 111 
(securities) Rs. 9,490, Part IV (other sources) Rs. 19,7!)8. 

'Phe percentage of tax collected under each Part on the total amount of 
the tax collected during the year 1914-15 was as .follows : — 


Part 1 — Salaries and pensions, etc. 
Fart II — Profits of Companies 
Part III — Interest on Seoiirities 
Part IV — Other Soaroes 


... IG-.i 
... 31-3 
... 27 

... 49-7 


529. 'The total number of {Aersons finally assossod in 1914-15 amounted Aooooomonto. 
to Rs. 54,176. shoAving an increase of 2*5 per cent, over the figures for 
1913-14, whilst the final demand showed an increase of 7 per cent, over the 
figures for 1913-14. Of tho total increase in damand,.Oalcutta contributed 
9 per cent. The increase was largely due to tho increased profits made by 
7 
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inalctaM* or too. 


iiaulcH, juto an<l (mkiI (MiinpaiiioH in tlioir workiiit^ in 1913-14, which formed 
tliM haHiH of the aHHossmonfc in 1914-1'). Part of the increase was also due 
to the eriiployiiietit of larger estahlishmeiits i>y thi> Hast Indian ami Hengal- 
Na^piir Railway (Joiiipanies, as well as to mure careful assessment in the 
districts. 

r#30. Kxcluiiin^ (lalciitla only OIK* person in every 1,397 of the popula- 
tion paid ineome-tax and the av<‘rn^e amount, paid by each assessee was 
Rs. . 0 . 0 . In ('alcutta, thit proportion was one pin'son in 54 and the average 
tax paid Rs. ::2I0. 


Forest Revenue. 

[*S'r6' (Jhaptcr IV of this Report — Forests.] 


C. Revenue and Finance other than Imperial. 

I'UOVl NCI AL FI X ANC K. 


Rooolpto ond 
oapondikupo. 


531. rin < rolliiwing statement 
on account of Provincial iServi<-es 
1913-1 1 


shows tint actind receipts and 
for 1914-15 as coinpai'ed with 


(Tin* li^iiri'M an* in of nip«.*c*.4.) 


oliaVjfi\s 
tiioso of 



1 .Votiials. 

t 

Acinala. 

llM KIl 'tH. 

i 

1 

K.KpKNhlTI UK. 

; 

I 


1 1913-H. 

1 

1914 *13. 

i 

1913-14. 

! 1914-14. 

1 


a% 

1 Km. 


Ha. 

Ha. 

Plitieiptil JleuiUof lU'VciKlu - 



Direct demand on tho reveiinea— 






1. Hefunda and Drawl tacka 

1.36 

1.94 

1. — l.aiul lleviMiiKt 

1 6A.99 

1.33.13 

9. AtMlgiiineuia and Ooinpciiaat Ions 

37 

31 

IV.— Htiiiiip 


1,01.34 

3* Land Uevomitt 

.11,41 

37,16 

V. 

l.kS.KU 

l,»:t.73 

6. Slampa 

.1,83 

3.11 

VI. -Pfov^nelftl Uutert 

I. .31 

1,7U 

7, KxeliMi 

«,3« 

7.18 

Vin. — lueoiiKi Tax 

33,10 

34,99 

10. Income Tux ••• 

77 

77 

IX. — FotwiH ... 


13,03 

1 1 • Forest 

6.10 

6,71 

X — lU*Kl-<lrutloii 


1H.13 

19. lU'gUtrutlou 

11,37 

11.17 

Totil 


4.7H,04 

Total 

64,86 

68,68 




13. I riturcHl on ordinary debt 

1.40 

4.40 

XI!.— Intorewt ... ... 

4.30 

4.11 




— 




.SalarlcH and ex|Mmtii»t of Civil Dupuriinout — 






18. Uuiioral Adiuliiiatralioii 

34,30 

34.11 

Umdp^M hy i'lvtl Uepurtiiivnt - 



f Coiirtb of Law 

1.00.38 

1,03,78 




19. Law and Jnatieci 



XVI.— I. iw and Jiwtleo— 



Uaila 

32.63 

38.41 

A. ^'oiirUof {.aw 

8.13 

H.6U 

30. Pidiee 

94.71 

1,03,96 

II. — Jalla 

«.7*i 

8 89 

31. porta and Pilotugu 

14,38 

13.31 

XVll.— I'ollei* 

I.i7 

1.77 

33* Kducatloii ... 

81.1 < 

93.07 

XVII 1.— rnrlN and IMIoNigu 

l«.77 

13.53 

34. Med leal 

88.30 

30, '6 

XtX.— Kdiu'atton 

H.tl 

8.31 

33. Political 

33 

IK 

XX.-M«‘dU.al 

4.2C 

3 93 

86A. Agrle.iiltiirn 

9.07 

10.39 

XXI.V.— AKiloiiUuro 

7li 

73 

3411. .Sclonttr.o and MiMcePaneoua Depart- 

4.19 

4.16 

XXIII.— HoUfutIrto and MkuvU.i noons 

1.99 

4,61 

mcniii. 





l)o|iartinviits. 



1'otal 

.1.80,43 

4.06.46 

TmIuI 

4H,38 

31,81 

MI'K'o laieoiis— 







89. Su|wraniitiat1oii, etc. 

?1,00 

31.99 

MlActdlaiiooiiN — 



SO. Statlounry and Printing 

14,83 

13.70 




83, Miacollaueoiia 

3,87 

4.38 

Xlf. — ItiMndptN In alil of Siiiut'aii' 

39 

37 


— 

— 

iinatiuii. 



Total 

31.73 

49,07 

X.XIlt. — StntioiiorN and IMntiiig ... 

l.-'.K 

1.46 


— 




7,«ll 

€.33 

Famine Uelief and Inaiirauco— 




— 

- 

83. Famine Kellef 

... 

... 

Total 

9. 18 

8,36 

34. lUMiuction or Avoldaiioo of debt 

60 

' 60 

Irrigation— 

1 

1 

I 


Hallway (llcveiine Aeooonta) — 




I 


40. Hiibaidiaetl Companies Land, etc. ... 

1 

... 

XXtX.— Major Workti (direct rivripts) 

I.M 1 

' 1,97 







Total 

61 

60 

XXX.— Minor Worku an«l NarlKa- 

1 





tion— 

1 


trrigatioii- - 



lly Piihlli* Worka Oupart- 

S.8J ; 

9,48 




iiiont. 



48. Major Worka— 


• 

lly Ulvil Department 

94 

83 





. - 

, _ . 

Working oxnanses ... 

1.49 

1.39 

Total 

4.30 

3,93 

lutoreat on oabt 

1.70 

1.74 




43. Minor Worka and NaTigation— 



llulldinKK and KoaiU-- 



Dy Public Works Department 

9.68 

18.70 




,, Civil Department 

1 

11 

XXXll.-aeil Worka- 





- — 




Total 

18.88 

I6,R4 

tly ruhiic Worka Depart* 

4.31 

3.f3 




meiit. 



Uulidluga and Roads— 



Dy Civil Da|iartni'*iit 

1.46 

1.47 







43. Civil Works— 



Total 

6,00 

7.10 







By Public Worka Departnie'it 

76.46 

1.00,41 




«• Olvil Dk'partmeat 

14.74 

83,98 

Transfer between I iiipcrUl and Piovfii- 

i-ftr.is 

-I-48.98 





Hal Itarenuca. 



Tout 

1,09.18 

1,14.4* 

Total Raoelpta 

4.91.43 

4.88.33 

Total charges 

6.16,4I 

6.70,49 
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532. Tlio deei'easu uncior Land Revenue wan cliiolly uwint'to thocoHapHo 
of the jute market ami the failure of the winter rice (;rop in tlu‘ Eiietern 
• liatricts which materially reducetl the eolleetioiiH from (xovernment t'Htates. 

The variations under the hea<l Stamps^ Income 'fax, Jrrigution — Major anl 
J/i«or H’orAra, whieli art' divitled ht>ads, have been explained in tint set'tiun 
on Imperial Finance. 'I’lu' decrease under Excise was tlue to th<‘ diminished 
consum])tion of opium ami ganf i .*is a result of the I'conomit* dt'prt'ssion 
createtl by the outbreak of hostilities in Kuroi>e, whih' tint inert>ase under 
Provincial Rates was due to the realisation of arri'ars of the Public* Works 
cess. Tho decrease undor Forests was due to a slump in the timber markt>t, 
while that under Registration was mostly caused by the ilishx^ation of trade* nml 
business brought about by tho war. Tlie tlecreast* undt'r Interest was ilm* to 
short collections from landlords and notabilities, whih* the inert'ast* under 
Law and Justice — Courts of' Law txscurrod chietly un-li*r magisterial fim*s. The 
increase undor Jails was contributed partly l»y larger sale proci*(*ds of jail- 
made quinine packets and tabloids, the sales of whi(;h were stimulali'd by 
an unh(5althy sc'ason and tho growing j)o;mlarity of tin* jail prcHlucts. and 
l)ai'tly by laigcu* supplies of gunnies and oth«*r maniifnetures to the Military 
Department. A part of the increased n*ceiplH on the fonm'r ac'connt was 
due to a change in the proportion (viz., from 1 : -I to 2 : .‘i) in whieh the 
sale pi’oceods of pice-packet quinine wi*re credited b«*tween this h(?ad and tin* 

Scientific and Miscellam^ous l)epartm(*ntH and to tin* credit und(*r this head 
of ^ths share of quinine treatments sold by Civil Surg«*ons wiiicli in previous 
y<*ars was wholly credited to Medical, d’his also (explains the corresponding 
decrt?as(* undor Medical. The increase* und(*r Police was causi'd by largi*r 
recov(*rie8 on account of punitive ))olico and other misceIlam<ous r(‘(*eipts, 
while the decn*ase under Ports ami Pilotage was due to slackness of shipping 
in the year on account of the war. Tho usual growth in the number «»f 
students in flovernment college's and scIukjIs ge'iierally aecounfs for tin* 
increase umler Education, while the incrc'ase* und(*r Scientific ami Miscella- 
neous Deisirtments was mostly dm* to larg<*r sah's of eiuinine sulphate* ami 
alse) feu* cr(*dit uneh'i* this head eef jlths share* of ejuinine tre*atmentH sold 
by Civil Surgeems which hael hitlieirto been wheilly creulite'el te* the* Me>elical 
I)ei)artme*nt ami te* the* transfer freun Registration te* this Imael e)f fe*es for 
I'Cgistratieui of Jejint Steeck ('e*mpanie*s. The incre'ase* uiule'i* Superannuation 
was mainly eauseel by special re*ceipts on account e>f contributieais e*f edliccrs 
li*nt t*> the Sara-kSe*rajganj Railway. The* incre'ase* umler Stationerg and 
Printing wa.s due te) the sale* eif waste pape*r aiiel e)tlie'r einHe*rvIce*able* materials 
fre)!!! the Dacca Jail Press eui its re*me)val te* (Jaya, while* the* elee*re*ase! under 
.Miscellaneous was due* te) smaller cre^elits eui acc*e)unt e)f une*Iaime*el depe)sitH. 

Tho increjase* uneler Civil Works in charge of the Puhlic Works Department. 
was mainly due to an aelelitie)nal ertidit of Rs. 89,000 eui ncce)unt e)f the* (jiove*rn- 
meiu shatj* *)f pre)(its e)n the Darjeicling -Himalayan Railway owing te) a change* 
in tho date* e)f ce)nipietie)n e)f the annual accounts of the* Railway ; it was alse* 
acceuintod for by the sulo-pre>cei*ds of the* e)ld Presiele'ncy Jtiil buildings and the 
cre*dit to Pimdncial inste*ail e)f to Imperial Revenues of the rent eif the pre- 
mises at No, 9, Haro iStre*ot. The decroaso undor Civil Works in charge of 
Civil Officers was eluc to aelvance colIe*ctions of ferry receipts in Mynionsingh 
at tho settlement e)f March 1914. 

583. Tho increase under Refunds was eluc to special refumls of Stamps, BMpanciitur*. 
Excise and Income Tax, that uneler Assignment s and Comj^ensations to larger 
payments of ‘‘malikana”, while that undor Land Revenue was the result of the* 
expansion of Survey and Settlement work and larger expenditure* on improve- 
ments in Govornmont estates. Tho variations under Stamps and Irrigation — 

Major and Minor Works, which are divided heads, have been explained in tho 
section on Imperial Finance. The increase undor Excise was due to tho 
partial reorganisation of this Depart vient and that under Forests to construc- 
tion of buildings and other forest improvements. The decrease under 
Registration was on account of special expenditure on iron safes in 1913-14, ^ 
that under General Administration to the reduction in the Board’s establish- 
ment, and to special recoveries from Bihar and Orissa and Assam on account 
of the Joint Court of Wards establishment. The increase under Law and 
Justice— Geurts of Law was mainly due to larger payments of tiloaders’ and 
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OmiiHelR^ /(‘eH hi coiuicction with political crhch and partly alHo io 4tio slren^h- 
of the judicial HtafT, the embargo on hiavo and tho grant of minimum 
HalarieH to Indian Uivil Service ollicerfi. The increaHo under i/atVs was mainlj' 
owing to larger expemditure on Kuropoan Htores, including machinery for 
making hlnnketH in the Dacca Jail, and that under Police to an increase in the 
pay of eonstalilcK and the introduction of other police reforms both in the 
Dresidency and District police, to larger expenditure on surveillance of political 
siihpects and to tho refirganisation of the Military Police in East Bengal. The 
• lecroase un<ler Porte and Pilotage was duo to dislocation of trade caused by 
the war which reduced the earnings of the pilots, while tho increase under 
Eduraiion was mainly caused by larger payments of grants-in-aid for school 
liuildings and hostels out of the Imperial assignments and payment of arrear 
salarii'H owing to promotions. The incre.ase under Medical was duo to larger 
expenditure from special Imperial grants and to the refund of tho special contri- 
bution of Uh. r>(),()00 made by the Indian Research Fund Association for jungle 
«‘h'aring, whih» the decrease under Politir^l is explained by smaller expenditure 
on Durbar presents. The incrcsiso under Agriculture was mostly duo to the 
ex|)nnHiou of the D(!]iartment and the transfer of charges hitherto adjusted 
under Impitrial to the Provincial account, and that ilhdor Superannuatioyi to 
larger grants for eommutisl pensions and togrowtli in the pensionary charges. 
J’lie d(U!reas(' under Staiionerg and' Printing was iluo to smaller supplies of 
stationery from (^mtral stores owing to the abolition of tho Dacca Jail Press 
and to the adjustment by t'ediiction of expenditure under this Iiead of the 
sale-|)ro(!('e4|s of tlie machinery of that Pri'ss. and tho increase under Miscella- 
neous was du(« t*) smaller expcmliture on relief operations and smtillor grants 
bir cliaritabh* jiurposeH. 'I’he increase under Civil Works in charge of the 
Pnhlie iror^.>! DeiHiriineut was (diielly caused by larger expentliture on land 
aeipiisition and works from 1m])erinl assignments for education and other 
«»l»jeets, tin* adjustnn*nt uinler this head of tho owners’ share of taxes on 
( (ov<>rnnn*nt buildings, the a«lvanee collection of road metal and improvements 
in the Duars roads. 'I’lie <h'cri.*ase in the Civil Department is explained by 
Hnialh‘r 4*xpenditun* from the ImiH'rial assignments for Sanitation. 


Local Funds. 


[Ut'port on Ijih'uI Fiiiuls in for tlio your 1914 15.] 

iianoM. ri.'U. 'I'he following statement shows tho iueunn* and expenditure and 

tlie opi*ning and closing balances of tln> dillerent Local Funds in tho Province 
for the yi'ar I J) I I -1.5 : — 


N.\.mk of Ki nd. 

i 

1 OjK'iiing 
balniur. 

Ui-cpiptH, 

Total. 

l^ayiiipiitrt. 

Closing 

balaiioo. 

District 

Dixtrirt l!oa<i Kiirttl, IXirjorliii^ ... 

Kn. 

.51,ly,«82 

a9,»u>r> 

Um. 

1,00,47,960 

1,14,9.54 

Its. 

1,51,67,812 
1,51, .559 

Its. 

1,08,37,612 

1,16,502 

Its. 

4.3,30,2.30 

38,057 

riiitm Fnmls — 
lUrbliiiiii 

Uimlwuii 

JeMMoro 

^ • • • . 

l\linliiti ••• ••• 

Mnrsiiitlalniil ... 

Faridpiir 

—7 

:i3i> 

4,(152 

4t(> 

s«s 

• •• 

6,250 

831 

13,677 

1,363 

4,912 

892 

1,855 

6,243 

1,170 

18.329 

i;779 

4,902 

892 

1,866 

6,793 

1,090 

•13,336 

635 

.3,961 

343 

1,855 

450 

SO 

4,993 

1,144 

941 

549 

Total 

5,400 

29,770 

35,170 

27,013 

8,167 

(*antoiiinoiit Fntnls — 

Alip«)ro 

Bar raok pore 

1 >11111-011111 
•Jiilapalinr .*• 

Lohoti^ 

Taktluli 

1.310 

9,409 

4,802 

376 

1,692 

1,740 

a, 749 
.55,428 
22,526 
9,223 
11,485 
8,860 

5,059 

64,837 

27,328 

9,598 

13,077 

10,600 

3,251 
57,637 
25,327 
8,689 
' 10,929 
9,277 

1,808 

7,300 

2,001 

909 

2,148 

1,323 

Total 

19,228 

1,11,271 

1,30,499 

1,15,010 

16,469 
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Xamk of Fusin 

Opening 

h^aiice. 

1 Beceipts. 

1 

i 

Total 

1 

; Paymentii. 

I 

ClusiiiK 

Imlaiico. 


Bs. 

! u . 

U<. 

Bs. 

Uh. 

Cantonment Ifoapital Funds — 






Bnrrackpore 

4 

4.141 

4.145 

4,14.> 

• •• 

L>utn Dam 

— 

1 1 217 

1.217 

1,217 


Total 

4 

5,358 

5 362 

5,362 

• • • 

Town and Bazar Funds — 


1 




ChittaKOn^ Hill Tracts Bazar 

(‘.,662 

6.111 

12,773 

5,060 

7,713 

Fiinil. 






Wester n Dnars Market 

3J.r>3fi 

3S,486 

69.122 

39,471 

29.651 

Fiiiida, Jalpaij(uri. 

1 

1 

1 




Total 

37,298 

[ 44,597 

81,895 

44,631 

37,304 

Police Funds — 

1 

! 




Di'itriot CItaukidari Be ward 

1.14,488 

67 390 

1,81,876 

79,039 

1.02,8.37 

FundH. 

1 





Foundling; Asylum Fund ... 

i 14 

3,419 

3.433 

3,410 

23 

Bri^a<le Fund 

37,>s75 

2,45,683 

2 83,558 

1,97,405 

86,1.53 

Total 

1,52,375 

3,16,492 

4,68,867 

2,79,854 

l,^9 013 

Marine Funds — 

1 





irnspital Port Dues'(Calc*uttn)' 3,204 

1,11 967 

1,15,171 

96,534 

18,037 

Hospital Port Dues (Ciiitta. 

4,120 

0,112 

10,238 

6.49.5 

4,743 

gotijf). 






Cliitta^oriK Port Fund 

1,82,212 

3,09.834 

4,92,046 

4,92,046 


Total ... 

1,89,642 

4,27,913 

6,17,455 

6.94,075 

23 380 

Kdiicatioii Funds — 

1 





Tin* Preshleiicy Collevo j 5,598 

4,752 

10,350 

7,763 

2,597 

Graduate Scholurship Fund. 

! 





Diir^a Cliaran Lalia's i^iiid 

. . a 

2,790 

2,790 

2,905 

—115 

Total 

5,698 

7,642 

1 .... 

13.140 

1 »),05H 

! 2.482 

.Medical ui<d Cliaritahlc Fund.s — 






PiljXririi Lod^iiilii: House 

12 253 

5,621 

17,874 

8.311 

9,563 

^'^llnJ. 






Bengal Famine Grplian 

6,393 

l.‘>22 

6,615 

• • ■ 

6.615 

Fiiiiil. 






Bam Lai Mukherji Endow- 

2,760 

1,750 

4, .no 

... 

4,610 

meni Fund. 






Joygoluiida Ltiiia's Fund ••• 

22,6<’.7 

5.741 

28,407 

... 

28,407 

Imaiiil»ara- Hospital Fund 

2,482 

27,867 

30,349 

19,341 

1 1 0o8 

Cliittai^on^ General Hospital 

8,125 

•22,572 

30.697 

23,029 

7,668 

Fund. 






Total 

53,680 

64,772 

1,18,452 

.50,681 

67,771 

Fiil.lic Works*Fnii<l— 






DarjeeJin;; [iiiproveiiiciit 

51.571 

1,05,498 

1,67,069 

91,127 

65,942 

Fund. 






MiaccdlaneoiiH FiiihIh— ' 






Strain Boiler Inspection 

23,622 

95,223 

1,18,X45 

72,699 

46,246 

Fund. 






Zoolo;;ical Oanleii Fmitl ... 

21,792 

76,411 

98,203 

83 732 

14,471 

Mosliin Endowment Fund ••• 

7,866 

l,35,^6•• 

1 43,227 

1,26,705 

16,522 

Ciiris'ian Burial Board 

7,109 

29,442 

36,551 

26,941 

9,610 

Fund. 






Muhammadan Burial Board 

795 

2 227 

3,022 

2,251 

771 

Fund. 






Total 

60.684 

3,39,164 

3,99,848 

3,12,228 

87,020 

Qbakd Total ... 

57,34,867 

1,16,15,291 

1,73,50,158 

1,24,84,653 

48,66,505 


bio. Kluvon Union Co.nmitte39 in tho discriots of Khulna, Mnrshidabad BMinta. 
and Fariilpnr opened banking accounts within the district treasuries dnrintr 
the year, while the Chittagong Port Fund ceased to bank with the Govern- 
ment treasury. In the absence of a separate district treasury the newly 
ereatod Dacca Cantonment Fund banked with the local branch of the Bank 
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of Thin fund started with a grant of Us. 1,112 from the Military 

I)o)>artiiit*nt, and the following grants were received by other Cantonment 
Funds : — 


Rb. 

Jalapahar ... ••• ••• ••• ... 4, .520 

... ... ... ... ... H|319 

1 alc^lali ... ... ... ... ... a.052 

The receipts of the Hospital Port Dues Fund, Calcutta, included 
Uh. 37,298 obtainetl l»y the sale of securities. The rate of the Port Dues has. 
also been raised from 1^ to 0 pies per ton from tlio 7th December 1914. The 
Chittagong Port Fund obtained a Government grant of Us. 1§ lakh, of which 
one-half Was contributed by the Imperial Uovenuos. The designation of the 
fund hitherto cnllci t.he “ Hindu College Fund ” w'us changed during the 
year to the ‘‘ Prt'sidency Colleg«) Graduate Scholarship Fund.” The Durga 
Charan Laha’s Fund received a Government grant of Us. 1,017. There was 
no <»ccasion f<ir any expenditure from the Ram Lai Mukhorji’s Fund or Joy 
Gobind Laha’s Fund. The* Darjeeling Improvement Fund received a Govern- 
ment grant of Rs. 3, .5 1.5 an«l also Rs. 8,194 from the Public Works Cess. 
Owing to the economic stringency brought on by the war the entrance fees 
of the Zoological Garden lell otf from Rs. 61,053 to Rs. 45,991, while the 
other items of n-ceipts also showed a similar reduction. The Mohsin 
Endowment Fund n>ceived an . additional remittance of Rs. 10,000 from 
the Syedpur 'I’rust Estates over and above the normal sum of Rs. 60,000 
and also a Government grant of Rs. 20,421 for meeting charges on 
account of short fee payments of Muhammadan students. The Muham- 
madan Ihirial Iloanl Fund received a grant of Rs. 2,227 from the Provincial 
Ri-venues. 


Road and Public Works Cesses. 


[Koport Dll tiu) LaihI Uevcinio AdmiiiiHtration of Bengal for tlie year 1914-16.] 


536. Except in the Chittagong Hill Tracts where the Act is not in 
force, the U(Kul and Puhlic Works Cesses continued to be levied at the 
maximum late of ouo anna in the rupee on the annual value of lands and 
annual net |>rolits of mines and other immovable properties. 

537. The current demand of land revenue for the coss-paying districts 
is Rs. 2,73y6l,621, ami the annual valuiition or gross rental on which the 
ct'sses are based amounts to Rs. 11,66,41.298. The land revenue time works 
out at 23*4 per cent, of the rental. The current demand of the year under 
1 ‘oport showed an increase of Rs. 1,89,607. This increase was shared by 
sevi>ral (listricts and was the result of valuations and revaluations and the 
annual revision of assesment of mines under section 72 of the Act. In the 
Presidency as a whole, there was a falling oflf in the percentage of collections 
from 100*2 to 96*9 owing mainly to the depression of the jute market in conse- 
quence of th(^ war in Europe. The total outstanding balance of the year 
was Rs. 9,31,620 or 12*9 per cent, of the total demand against Rs. 7,80,281 or 
11*1 per cumt. in the previous year. The remissions decreased from Rs. 60,826 
to Rs. 35,394. 

538. The number of certificates filed for the recovery of cess arrears 
was 40,669 as against 43,916 in the preceding year. The decrease was most 
marked in H(Xighly (1,779) and Chittagong (2,714). The falling off in the 
former district was duo to the fact that in the previous year a large 
number of certificates had to be issued for petty arrears to save limitation. 
The total number of certificates for disposal in the Presidency, includ- 
ing 14,686 pending from the last year, was 55,355. Of these 42,151 or 
76*1 per cent, were disposed of, leaving 13,204 as against 10,247 pending 
at. the end of the year. The number of cases pending over 6 months 
was 1,228, of which Hooghly atone was responsible for 554. Payment was 
made in 1 1,2- )3 cases - on the mere issue of preliminary notices and in 27,336 
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oases on the issue of notices for the attachment and sale of the certificate- 
debtors’ movable and immovable properties. Recourse to actual sale was 
necessary in only 687 cases out of 42,151 cases disposed of. 

639, Revaluation operations were in pr<^re88 in Dacca, Faridpur, Raj- 
shahi and Jalpai^furi under the control of the Settlement Department. In * 
Midnapore revaluation by the Settlement Department under Chapter II A of 
the Act was in progress in 4 thanas, but in the remainim' thanaa that 
procedure has been abandoned as unworkable. Revaluations on a largo scale 
under the ordinary procedure were in progress in the 24-Pargjina8, Nadia, 

Khulna, Bakarganj (revision proceedings), Dinajpur and Tippera and wore 
brought to a close in all those districts except Khulna and Bakarganj. 

640. The consideration of the Bill to amend the Cess Act has been 
postponed for the present in so far as its provisions relate to the surrender of 
the Public Works Cess. The other provisions in the Kill which have the 
effect of furthering the policy of decentralization have been incorporated in 
the Bengal Decentralization Act, 1915. 


Munlolpal Revenue. 

Chapter III of this Report — Municipal Administration.] 
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CHAPTER VI-VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICE. 
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vital Statistics. 

[The Hepiirt of the Sanitary CoiuiuuiMioner for the year 1914. Statistic 4 of British India — 

Part V^— Area, Population and Pul)lie Health.] 

541. Tlio total rainfall of tlio year wrfs helow tlio normal throughout tho 
IVovinco except in Darjeeling. Tho monsfxm rains set in gradually about the 
usual time .and go.Ml rains foil in duly and August, but tho rainfall for Sep- 
tember was in «lefect, while during Oct<jiior tho monscxjn was very weak. 

512. The numl)er of birlhs incro.a8od slightly an I the birth-rate rose 
from d;V75 to 33*85 per thousand of population as .ascertained at tho last 
census. If, however, tlm birth-rate f »r 15)14 In* calculated on tho actual popu- 
lation as «*Htiinated by adding the excess of births.over deaths since, 15)11 
to tho census population, it becomes 33*22. It would, thoroforo, appear that 
the birth-rate w.as more or loss stationary during tho last two years. 

543. 'riio registration of births in Kastorn nong.aI continues to be defoc- 
tiv(*. 'riie percentage of omissions to register deaths ranged from 5*71 tt> 
13*75) in fivt3 <listricts. It is probable tlmt many of the deaths rocorde 1 und<*r 
*‘ Fev(*r” or “ Other causes” should be recorded as duo to respiratory diseases, 

514. The number of deaths inere.ased by 5)5), 421, while the death-rate 
ros»j from 25)*38 to 31*57 calculated on the* basis of tho census figures. 
When calculat'd on thi' estimated actual population, tho doath-rato for 15)14 
lu'c'omes 30*5)7. The incn'aso in mortality, which was chiefly under tho head 
*‘ Fever,” reduced the excess of births over deaths by nearly. 50 per cent. 
Infantib' mortality was high in several districts, and the total de.ath-rato 
incre.asetl from 20*5)5 to 22*14 per cent, of the births. Although Calcutta 
retunuHl a higher infantile death-rate it no longi'i* headed tho list, tho first 
th r<M' places being occupied by Hirbhum, Nadia and Pabna. 

545. I’here was a considerable rise in tbe mortality from fovoi*. The 
number of d(*aths due to this cause increased from 5)65,546 to 1,061,041, tho 
death-rates per mille for 15)14, 1913 ami the quinquennial period 1909-13 
lieing 23*40, 21*30 and 20*54, respectively. Seventy-four per cent, of the 
total mortality, as against 72 per cent, in the previous year, was registered 
under this head. The lowest I'ates were as usual returned by tho urban 
areas where the death-rate continues to decline. 

546. Anti-malarial measures were carrieil out in a few towns, and quinine 
was freely distril'uteil in a number of districts by Sub- Assistant Surgeons 
from the mhhlle of August. It is gratifying to observe that the erforts of tho 
Malari-i Committee to popularise quinine .appear to be meeting with success, 
and there w.as a considerable demand for quinine in the ” treatment ” form in 
which it is now sold. The sale of quinine in this form has nearly doubled 
siuc(' August 1913. Quinine was distributed free to school children in the 
llooghly district through the agency of the FMucation Department, and some 
District Hoards spent considerable sums in the purchase of quinine for free 
distribution. The necessity for administering adequate doses of quinine 
to patients attending dispensaries was brought to the notice of District 
Hoards and Municipalities, and assistance was given to a few of tho poorer 
municipalities to enable them to purchase the requisite amount of quinine. 

547. Hesidcs considei'ing methods for inceasing the use of quinine, the 
Malaria Committee enquired into the malarious nature of Manikganj, and 
discussed the value of sub-soil drainage as an anti-malarial measure and the 
dangt>r arising from borrow pits in proximity to dwelling-houses. The 
Committee decided that no benefit would accrue from jungle-cutting experi- 
ments for which the Indian Research Fund had made a grant of Rs. 50,000. 
It, therefore, put forward a proposal that this grant should be utilised in 
carrying out two experimental schemes of sub-soil drainage drawn up by 
Dr. Hentley. This proposal did not. however, meet with the approval of the 
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Government of India and the grant for experimental jungle-cutting was •■■oioal 


■MIVIOI. 


accordingly withdrawn. 

648. The number of deaths from cholera increased from 78,898 to ohoi»i>«. 
89,224, the coi’responding death-rates being 1‘74 and 1’96 per mille. The 
average death-rate from cholera for the five years 1909-1913 was 1*98. The 
incidence of the disease was highest in the Murshidabad Circle, \^hile the 
districts of Nadia and Malda also suffered sevendy. 

549. The mortality from plague continiUH,! lo decrease, the number of 
deaths being 554 as against 984 in tlie previous y».*ar. Of these, 442 occurred 
in Calcutta. As no cases of plague were repi)rted iluring November and 
December, Calcutta was declared to be free from plague in the latter part of 
Decend^or. * 


5.50. The deatl»-rate from dysentery ami diarrhtea decreased slightly. 


DIarrhcftR. 


Emigration. 


COLONfAL liMIOU.\TION\ 

# • 

[The Amiiinl ICepi^rt on EinigratioL from tiio Port of C:ileutti to British nn«l Forci^ro Colonios during 
tlie your 1 914. Statistics of British India, Part V — Area, Population and Public llenJth.] 

551. The chief feature of the year was the effect of the war on emigra- 
tion to the Ct)lonies. There was little change in tin* demand for labour, but, 
as Govornmont ha<l chartered the emigrant ships for transport jHirposes, emi- 
gration had to be suspended from the month of August. It is not possibb*, 
therefore, to make any effective comparison of thei'esalis of tlio year’s working 
with those of the ijrevious year, nor to birmany full judgment as to the work- 
ing of the new measni'es introduced on the recjoinmemlations of Lord 
Sanderson’s Com'rnittoe on Emigration from India to tin* Crown Colonies and 
Protectorates. The I’eport of Atessrs. MacNeill and Chiiamau Lai, is under 
consideration. 

552. Four emigration agencies were at work during the year 1914 as 
compared with 5 in the preco«ling year. Of thes»j 3 repri*sented liritisli 
colonies, while 1 worked for the Dutch colony of Surinam. TIio nM|iiisitiou8 
fur emigrants amounted to .5,132^ statute adults ns against 5,167 in 1913, but 
owing to the suspension of emigration only 2..588 emigrants were difsj)atched. 
The colonies of Fiji and Surin.am secured a high pro])oriion of their demand, 
but there was a large shortage in the supply to llritish Guiana jiml Trinidad. 

553. The number of licenses issued to recruitei’s in 1914 was 643, or 568 
less than in 1913, the decrease being partly due to the stoppage of weruitment 
during the latter half of the year and i)artly to the amalgamation of the 
agencies for the British colonies, as under the new arrangement only one 
license is required for the amalgamated agency instead of two as formerly. 
Thirty-five recruiters’ licenses, including 17 granted in 1913, were cancelled 
during the year, of which 32 were cancelled for misconduct. In all 6,145 
emigrants — 4,026 less than in the previous year — were registered in 191 4, the 
decrease being mainly due to the teiapoi'ary stoppage of recruitment. Ilecrnit- 
ing operations were conducted, as in the pi’evious yt'av, in Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa, the United Provinces, Ajtnere, the Central Provinces, and the Punjab. 
The majority (86*56 per cent.) of the emigrants came, as usual, from tho United 
Provinces. Of the separate agencies Surinam shows tho highest average, viz., 

’23 per recruiter as against 7 for Fiji, Trinidad and Demerara. Of tho 5,210 
emigrants admitted into the sub-depots, 1,186 were rejected by the medical 
officers in the recruiting districts as unfit to emigrate, and of the remainder 
3,837 arrived at the Calcutta depdts. This number was subsequently reduced 
by rejections, releases, desertion and other causes to 2,698, all of whom wore 
embarked during the year under report. One hundred and thirty-seven or 
5*34 per cent., as compared with 3*83 per cent in 1913, of the number shipped 
were returned emigrants. 

554. The sanitary arrangements in the depdts were satisfactory and 
there was a decrease in sickness amongst the depdt population. The per- 
centage of deaths, however, rose from *34 in 1913 to *46 in. 1914. The 
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incrcRso wrh duo to un oiitbroak of nioaslos in epidoinic form in tho Suiinam 
Aifoncy's d*jpot| wliicli causod 7 out of tlio 18 <loatlib from all causos. 

656. During tho y»*ar 2,961 oiuigrantH left the colonies, of whom 843 
brought savings amounting in tho aggregate to Us. 4.48,284. Iho remaining 
2,118 emigrants, including 189 a.iults, are said to have returned empty- 
handed. Tho average savings [jer heatl of returned emigrants were 
Rs. 151-6^4 as compared with Ks. 181-3-9 in 1913. Remittance.s from emi- 
grants resident in the Colonies showed increases in the case of Seychelles, 
Surinam, Fiji, Trinidad ami . Mauritius. Remittances from tho last-named 
colony have been stt\idily rising and in the year under report amounted to 
Rs. lakhs, or more than twice the amount sent in 1912. Natal still 

he.i Is the list despite a fall of over Rs. 3 lakhs as compared with 1913, but 
the sums sent from that Colony probably include remittances from traders as 
well as from labourers. The average remittance per head of emigrant 
population, however, ilocreased in respect of all the Colonies, except Mauritius 
and Trinidad. Tho remittances from Mauritius and Fiji would have boon 
larger hut for tho fact that many immigrants invest large sums in immovable 
property and livestock, and that many of them have settled down with their 
wives an<l children and are therefore under no necessity of sending money 
to India. 

One hundred and fifty estates of deceased emigrants valued at Rs. 21,287 
were administered by Government during the year. Of these the heirs of 
84 were traced, 53 lapsed to the Colonial and Indian Governments, and the 
remainder were still under enquiry at tho end of the year. 

556. The emigration accounts closed with a deficit of Rs. 18,021. This 
is mainly <lue to tho cessation of receipts from embarkation fees during the 
latter half of tho year. 


INLAND BMIORATION. 

[Tho Hoportfi on Inland EuiiKPAtlon under the Aasatu Labour and Emigration Act| 1901 (VI of 1901), for 
the year ending the 30th Juno 1915 and tho lloport on the working of tho Jalpoiguri Labour Act, 
1912, for tho year ending the 30th Juno 1915.] 

567. Tho most important event of the year under report was the 
(tassing of tho Assam Labour and Emigration (Amendment) Act (VIII of 
1915), tho chief objects of the measure being tho abolition of the system 
of recruitment by contractors under Chapter III of Act VI of 1901, and 
the creation of a representative Hoard to exercise proper supervision over 
recruitment by garden snrdars so as to prevent tho recurrence in now forms 
of the old al)US0H connected with other systems of recruitment, and to advise 
Superintendents of Phnigration on a;)|)licatiun8 for local agents’ licenses. 
The system of recruitment by contractors was actually abolished with effect 
from tho Ist duly 1916 by a notification, dated the 19th June 19J5, issued 
by the Government of India. The Assam Administration also published 
a notiiication by which certain provisions of Act VI of 1901 relating to 
labour districts, which had, in 1908, been withdrawn from tho districts of 
Cachar, Sylhet, Kanu up and Goalpara, wore "now withdrawn from the 
I’cmaining laliour disM-iots, the result being tho abolition of penal contracts 
under the Act throughout the tea districts of Assam. In pursuance of the 
policy of facilitating recruitment of unindentureil emigrants by bond fide 
garden sardars the concessions previously allowed to certain approved 
associations wore extended by this Government to individual employers who 
may appoint duly licensed local agents in tho recruiting districts. Thus' 
emigrants recruited by mrdars working under local agents, whether appointed- 
by a recognised association or by an individual, are not required to be 
produced before a Government registering officer, and tho actual control and 
responsibility for recruitment ni>w devolves upon these local agents. A noti- 
fication was issued by this Government under section 91 of Act VI of 1901 
by which labour contracts were dispensed with in the case of emigrants 
recruited by certificated garden mrdars not accredited to any local agent. 
Formerly only emigrants recruited by mrdars working under the control of 
approved associations could not be required to enter into labour contracts, 
but now no emigrant rooniited, whether by a mrdar working under a local 
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aijeiit, or by a sardar working independently without the control o£ any 
local agent, may bo required to enter into such a c‘ontract. In view of 
improved facilities for the transit of emigrants, rule 146 of the rules framed 
by this Government under the Act was amended, and emigrants who have 
been in the train for less than six hours have no longer to halt at Asansol, 
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Kharagpur and Naihati. 

558 The number of emigrants of all classes recruited in Bengal, Madras, NumbArof 
Bihar and Orissa, the United Provinces, the Central Provinces and the 
adjoining Native States, who embarked at Gojilundo during the year under Ooalufido. 
reviexf, was 60,215 as against 55,166 in the pn*ceding year. Of this number, 
which is the largest recorded since the year 1908-Ott, 2,314 woro recruited 
by licensed cojitractors and 53,707‘by garden sardars of all classes, as com- 
pared with 4,785 and 43,043 in the year 1913-14. The increase was marked 
in all classes of sardari emigrants, but those recruited by contractors and 
alsf* those allegt^d to have been recruited in Native States decreased by ^1*64 
and 42’84 per cent., respectively. 

Recruiting operations were conductc<l in this Presidency in the luomiilnNiiit am 
districts of Bankura, Burdwan, Birbhum, Midnapore and the 24-iVgana8 
only as in previous years. • The total number of emigrants rogisteriHl in these 
districts under Chapters 111 and IV^ of the Act was 390 and 977, respectively, 
as against 864 and 595 in the preceding year. The number of emigrants 
recruited by garden sardars working under the control of approved associa- 
tions was 1,034, or 46 less than in 1913-14. Of these 833 emigrants were 
recruited in the district of Midnapore, 162 in the district of Bankura, and 
39 in the district of Burdwan. In Burdwan and the 24-Pa rganas no fewer 
than 977 emigrants were recruited by ordinary garden sardars working 
under Chapter IV of the Act. This is a high figure when compared wdth the 
number recruited through sardars under control, and there seems reason to 
fear that a considerable proportion of these emigrants was obtained through 
unlicensed intermediaries. The number of licensed contractors was the same 


as in the preceding year, but the numbt^r of recruiters licensed on their 
behalf was 24, or 4 less than in the year 1913-14. In all 13 local agents’ 
licenses were granted during the year as against the same number in the 
previous year. The work of these local agents was generally satisfactory. 

Of the 786 garden sardars employed in this Presidency during the year, 76 
worked under the ordinary procedure of Chapter IV of the Act, and 710 
under the control of approved associations, as against 109 an<l 980, res- 
pectively, in the previous year. 

560. There were 24 criminal cases connected with recruitment, the ortminAioASi 
same number as in the preceding year, but the number of persons convicted 
increased from 10 in the year 1913-14 r,o 22 in the year under report. 

561. The depdts, places of accommodation and rest-houses for emigrants oonditionof 

were duly .inspected and kept in proper sanitary condition, and the arrange- anj i j 

ments for the transport of emigrants continued to be satisfactory. Among heuMs. 
2,316 emigrants despatched by liccnsr>d contractors to Goalundo, there was 

no death during the journey to that station or afterwards on the steamer 
voyage, but among the emigrants recruited by garden sardars, of whom 53,781 
arrived at Goalundo, 10 deaths occuiTed there, while 17 emigrants are 
reported to have died en route. Among the 43,608 sardari emigrants who 
emiiarked for the Assam Valley districts 29 died during the voyage, but no 
death occurred during the steamer journey among the 10,099 sardari coolies 
who embarked for Cachar and Sylhet. Out of 36,592 emigrants of all classes 
who passed through Chandpur during the year there were only 5 deaths. 

562. Twenty-three emigrants were repatriated during the year from the R«p«tHation< 
labour districts through Goalundo, and 57 who refused to embark at Goalundo 

were also repatriated. In addition four coolies alleged to have been brought 
from the tea gardens and left stranded at Goalundo were sent back to their 
native districts. 


563. The number of tea estates in the Jalpaiguri district rose from 
119 to 121 and the coolie population from 182,608 to 193,940. The Managers aot, iwa. 

of the gardens are eager to adopt the recommendations contained in Major 
Mnnro s report of 1914, but sufficient time 'has not yet lapsed for any notice- 
able change in the general conditions to be effected. The vital statistics 
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collocttnl utiow tliat tho health of the coolie population on the tea gardens is 
getinrally sup^^rior to tha: of tho population both in tho surrounding district 
and in Ih^ngal as a whole. 




Olmmmmmm 


FInano#. 


Medical Relief. 

CALCUTTA MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS. 

[ li>^ port on tho ^vur kill o£ tli»i lionpitaU a ul I)i4pjiMario4 in Bengal for tho year 1914. Statuticf of 
Britirtti fiiiiia, Part V — Area, Population and Public Health.] . 

664. The total number of Hospitals and Dispensaries in the Presidency 
town increased from 19 in 1016 to 20 during tho year under report by 
the inclusion of Itai Hhagawan Das Bagla Bahadur’s Marwari Hospital, 
which is a private non-aided institution. The daily average of in-patients 
treat's! in clasHos I, III and IV institutions was 1,432*52 as compared with 
1,396*47 in the previous year. During the year the total number of patients 
treated in these 20 institutions was 388,677, against 355,782 trente<l in the 
19 institutions during the year 1913. The bods available in classes I, IH and 
IV hospitals show a decrease of 10 compared with those in tho previous 
year, their number having been 1,889 against 1,899. This reduction was 
principally duo to tlie closure of the in-door department of the Chandnoy 
Hospital and to the occupation of a number of liods in the Howrah General 
Hospital by nurses pending the construction of their quarters. Against this 
tluu'e was an increase of 12 bods in tiu) Medical College Hospital owing 
to the opening of tho diphtheria wai‘d. The scheme for associating members 
of the independent Medical Profession with the staff of Government Hospitals 
as Honorary Surgeons and Physicians which was intnxluced for the first time 
into the Mayo and Sambhunath Pandit Hospitals with effect from the 1st 
June and 1st July 1914, respectively, worked smoothly and well in those 
institutions. 

565. The number of patients treated at hospitals and dispensaries 
for cholera and small-po.x showed a fairly considerable increase owing to the 
prevalence of the diseases in the town in epidemic form, tho statistics being 
1,064 and 997, against 739 an I 69, respectively, in the previous year. There 
was a gratifying diminution in the mortality from phthisis among the 
general population of the town from 2,118 in 1913 to 1,867 in 1914. Tho 
number of iii-pationts treated for this disease was 607, against 687 in 1913 
with a diminished death-rate of 42*66 as compared with 47*43 per cent, 
'riie outbreak of plague during the year was of an exceptionally mild charac- 
ter, the number of cases having been the lowest recorded since tho city was 
infected. 

566. Tho total expenditure of classes I, III and IV hospitals, excluding 
amounts invested, aggregated Rs. 13,86,483 or an increase of lis. 64,929 over 
the expenditure in the previous year. During tho year Government paid 
3*51 per cent, more on the whole than in 1913. Private donations and sub- 
scriptions fell off cousiilerably, the fill being most marked in the case of 
subscriptions by Indians. 


DISTRICT HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES. 


NumbFr of 
Inotltutlono. 


Numbor of 
potlofito. 


567. Seventeen now dispensaries came into existence during tho year 
and 19 old institutions were brought on to the list, while 4 were closed; 
and 2 class V dispensaries were struck off tho list. The total number of 
dispensaries which remaineil open at the close of the year was 649 as 
compared with 619 in 1913. 

568. Tho total number of patients treated in these dispensaries was 
5,571,324, against 5,182,680 in the preceding* year. In aiMition 130,066 
patients, including those treated by travelling medical officers of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway received me lical relief at Mission and temporary 
epidemic dispensaries and at hats and fairs, which were visited by medical 
officers. Tho death-rate among patients of all classes of hospitals and 
dispensaries was 6*43 per cent, as compared with 7*79 in the previous year. 
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569. Ihe disease most ooiniiioiily Ireatod was, as usual, malaria. In 
every thousand attcmdiniPf the hospitals there were 247 malaria patients. 
Attendance at the in«door department of classes I, 111 and IV dispensaries tr^rnT* 
for malaria numbered 6,227 or an increase of 259 on the preeedinpf year. 

The death-rate was 6 per cent, the same as in 1918. There was a greater 
prevalence of small-pox in the Presidency during the year, the number of 
patients treated in hospitals and dis^'cnsaries consequently increased from 
268 in 1918 to 451 in 1914. Plague, it is satisfactory to note, was practi- 
cally extinct, only cases being treated as compared with 919 in 1918. 

The number of phthisis cases increased from 4,278 to 4,426. Grants were 
made from Provincial revenues towards projects for providing sc'parate wards 
' for phthisical patients in sadar luif^pitals. In some of the dispensaries tiu* 
wards hatl been compjeted, while in others they were under construction. 

570. ^ 1 ho total inconm of Government local fuml and privafi^ aided 
Dispensaries, excluding the opening balances amounted to Hr. 11,22,111, 
an increase of Us.^ 82,7.81 over the income of these institutions, in 191.8. 
Government contributions (including special grant for phthisical wards) 
accounted^ for 21*36 per cent, of this ; contributions from local funds ami 
municipalities for 86*67 ,and 16*91 per cent., I’espectivoly, public subsco'ip- 
tions for 17*,5l per cent, and the income from Miscollam^ms sources for 
/*,55 per cent. The upkeep of the abovti hospitals and dispensaries coat 
Us. 10,66,901, excluding amounts invested as compared with Us. 9,92,962 
in the previous year. 

571. There were three Leper Asylums in tlu^ Presidency, viz., those at 
Gobra, Uankura and Raniganj. They treated 752 lep«n*8. A sum of 
Us. 62,466 was <ixpeu(bvl for their upkeep, of which Government contributed 
Us. 87,548. 
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Lapai* Asylum*. 


Eden Sanitarium, Darjeeling. 

[llcport on the Edou Saiiitariiiiii anti IlOHpital for tlm year 1914.] 

^ ^ 572. The total number of admissions fell from 672 in 1913 to 606 in 1914. Admi««ion. 

The number of persons admitted to the several classes, viz., first, intermediate, 
second ami thirtl classes wore 69, 97, 296 and 144, njsjioctively, as companwl 
with 79, 125, 291 and 177 during the previous year. The number of ))atients 
treated also fell from 499 in 1913 to 188 in 1914 which in the records of the 
institution represents the smallest number over treated. This is mainly duo to 
a change in the classification of the residents. Hitherto any resident who was 
not classed under “ Uelativos or friends,” was classed as a “patient ” although 
suffering fi-om no illness whatever. This has been altered, and now only 
those persons who are admitted to the institution for treatment are classified 
as “sick.”* 

573. The receipts from patients fell from Us. 35,643 in 1913 to Us. 31,502 
in 1914, and the deficit which amounted to Us. 2,587 in 1912, and Us. 7,143 
m 1918, rose to Us. 12,906 during the year underreport. To enable the 
Managing Committee to meet the deficit Government sanctioned a special 
grant of Us. 12,^0 in February 1915. A general revision of the rates of fees 
charged from visitors seeking admission into the institution was also sanc- 
tioned in May 1915 with a view to improving the financial condition of the 
institution. 

^ 574. Fifteen patients were treated in the “ free beds ” during the year sr*«buA*. 
against 22 in 1913 ; and the total cost on all “ free beds” amounted to 
Rs. 1,058 as compared with Us. 1,417 during the preceding year. 


Lunatic Asylums. 

[I'rieniiial Report on the Lunatic Aayluius in Bengal for the yeara 1912, 1913 and 1914. Slalittica 
of British India, Part V— Area, Population and Public Healtli.] 

675. There are three asylums in Bengal — at Berhamporo, Bhowanipur Mumb** or 
(24-Parganas) and Dacca. . Asylum*. 


R 
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570. Tii<‘ problem of aceoinmodatiun for the insane population of Ilengal 
is one that has been before this Oovernment for some years, and the 
statistics of ]iopulation are tin^refore of special interest at the present time. 
The daily average sti-engtli was I,()t)0*4H in 1012, 1,084 '51 in 1013. and 
I,0()8'70 in 1014, giving a mean average of 1,072*23 for the triennium as 
against 084*73 for the period 1000-11. This increase has not been the result 
«>r a greater number of admissions, for although the number reache I the 
high Hgurtf of 237 in 1012, it fell during 1013 and 1014, and tlu^ year])' 
averag«5 for che triennium was 200, against 218 of the previous three years. 
Whibt the decline in the past two years was in |)art accountorl for by the 
closure of the Dacca Asylum to lunatics from Assam, it was inon* ])robably 
dut^ to tli(^ emleavotir which was notidbd in the last triennial review to 
restrict admissions to lunatics whose detemtion in an asylum is absolutely 
necessary, and to exclude harmless lunatics who could well bo supjiorted 
and taken care of by their friends and relations. 

The mortality has shown no groat change, but the fall in the number 
of cures in the past two ytvirs, coupled with the number of admissions, 
would tend to show that care has Inum taken to refrain from stniding the 
less serious cases of lunacy to the asylums, and that the asylum population 
consists mainly of cases in which a cure is almost hopeless. 

To meet the increasing population, increase 1 accomnnKlat'dn was 
provided in (tach of the three asylums in 1012, and in the last two years 
(»f the peritMl there was nsMii for 888 males ami 203 females as compared with 
7.54 and 103 in 1011. Hut the need For further accumnuKlation is still press- 
ing. 'riie mean strength (1,072) approximati‘8 too closely to the accommol.a- 
tion available, and actually more than 1,10 ) persons were confincit in one 
night in eacdi of the three years, the greatest number being 1,134 in 
1013. 


vinano*. 577. The total average annual cost of the asylums has again risen, being 

Us. 1,04,527, against Us. 1,37,512 in the previous period. After the Public 
Works Di^partment charges have boon deducted, the average cost per Iniad 
p(‘r annum works out at Us. 131-14-3, against Us. 158-7 in 1000-11, and tlio 
cost has risen from Us. 131-14-3 in 1013 to Us. 174-15-3 in 1014. This is 
mainly due to increase in the cost of diet. 

'I’he extraneous receipts of the asylums are deriv'ed from manufactures 
and from the foes of paying patients. There was a falling off in both cases in 
tin* year 1014 when the daily average strength of p.aying lunatics foil to only 
28*00 and unfavourable climathi conditions rotluced the receipts of the vege- 
table gardmi of the Herhampore Asylum. 

Aui>Qp*«n 'I’ho averagt) nundier of Kuropenn lunatics treated rose from 68 

lunMtioa. jij ij)()<)-ii to 30 in 1012-14, and the average daily strength from 41*75 to 

43*21. The need for increased ami better accommodation for Euroj>cans, and 
in particular the provision of a place of observation, are keenly felt. The 
question is connected w'ith the proposed asylum for Europeans at Uanchi, and 
until this h,ns been completed, the Hhowanipur Asylum must continue t«) bt< 
the asylum for European and Anglo-Indian lunatics from Bengal. Certain 
nlttu’ations and improvements have binm made to ameliorate the lot of these 
lunatics, but conditions will not be entirely satisfactory until the new asylum 
has been built. 

Haaith of 579. The health of the lunatics during the triennium under report shows 

lunatioo. marked improvement on the previous period. It was particularly gO(xl iii 

1914 when only 3.55 lunatics were admitted to hospital as agtiinst 830, 487 
and 514 in 191 1, 1912 and 1913, respectively. Thu use of quinine as a 
prophylactic was responsible for reducing the number of fever cases to an ex- 
ceptionally low figure. Cases of bowel com))laints were also comparatively 
b‘w as a n^sult t)f the precautionary measures adopted. But tubercular 
phthisis was again conspicuous and accounted for a very considerable propor- 
tion of the deaths. This disease has received great attention from the 
ollicers of the asylums,^ but despite measures of segregation, open air treat- 
ment and careful diet, it is difficult to overcome the unfortunate habits of the 
- insane and to ensure such sanitation and cleanliness as are necessary to 
eradicate the disease. 
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[l{e|M}i*tri uf the 8.iiiitary Boird, Bengal, aud tli.* Siiiitary Kii};tiioor, Bengal, for the year 1914.] 

.*>80. Tho Sanitary ituanl hold nine iiioelingH during tlio yoar. Eloviui 
uketch projt^cts ostiinatod to cost Us. 53,21,672 and four toon didaiitnl suhcinos 
ostiuiatod to cost Us. 12,65,625 won* forwarded to Govorniuent for approval 
and sanction. Tho Hoard also considered a schoinc for tho supply of water 
to the Municipalities and Cantonnionts on tin; Kastorn hank of tho lltK^hly. 

581. The total cost of sanitary works oxeeutod during 19 13- 1 4 by work*. 

Government, Municipalitios, Distriet Hoards and private individuals amounted 
to Us. 17,28,946, against Rs. 13,14,368 during the previous year. 

.582. Municipal expenditure on sanitation during 1913-14 inoreas*^! uiuler •«•»•»•••» 
all important heatls, tho total increase amounting to Rs. 5,56,687. This 
increase was principally due to capital expenditure on water-supply and 
dniinage, while there was also a considorahlo rise in tho amount spent on 
conservancy. 4()’1.5 per cent, of tho total receipts was spent on sanitary 
work^ agiiinst 32’21 in thn previous year. The surface draiuagi.* scliomo f«)r 
Howrah ma<le consiilerahlo- prtigress, and portions of the Garulia, Sorampore 
and Hudge-Hudgtj drainage schemos were completed. Water-supply projects 
wore completed in Hmghly-Chiusurah, Siwampon*, .lessore ami Khulna, 
and a largo sum was spent in tho oxteusitm of the Howrah water-works. 

Steps wore taken to improve village sanitation in several districts by ch*aring 
out im|>urc tank**, hy cutting down jungh* and by improving drainage. Thi* 

Midn.'iporo District Ibuird spent Rs. 36,9.56 on these mcasui'es, which appear 
to have boon appreciated by the villagers. 


Vaccination. 

[Anritinl Statistical Hi^tiirriH nnd short Notes tin Vaccination in Boik^ii! for the year 1914-15. Statistics of 
British India— Burt V^— Area, Bopnialion ami Bnhiio Health.] 

,583. One million six liundnMl and five thousand seven hundred and v*ooin*iion. 
eleven vaociuatiotis were performed during tin* y(*ar 1914-15, tin* num- 
ber of j)orson8 vaccinated being 1,690,362. Tlie number of primary 
vaccinations decreastjd from 1,575,510 to 1,139,384, while tins number of 
n’vaccinations increased from 281,784 to 466,.327. The (b'croase in primary 

vaccinations was most marke<l in tho Eastern <listrict.s, and is due to 

the fact that reliable returns have not boon submitt(t<l in previous years. 

'Die enquiries roganling tho falsification of V.accination n*turns which hav<? 
boon carried out in Hakarganj b}^ the Deputy Sanit.aiy (’oinmissionor of tin*. 

Dacca Gircle have had a salutary effect on the staff of the neighbouring 

districts, wi!.h tho result that tho I’oturns ar<! nearer tho truth than formerly. 

Tho inere.ase in the number of rovaccinations was dins to the prevalence of 
sinall-pox in (kilcutta ami elsewhere. Tho ratio of tho surviving infant 
population vaccinated fell as low as 29’9 per cent. ; in Hakarganj and Farid- 
pur the ratios were only 5*7 and 8*5 per (MUit., resjjoctivoly. 

.584. Tho death-rate from sinJiU-pox rose from ()‘19 to ()’21 per mille, but •"•••i-po*. 
it is satisfactory to noto that the decline in the infant mortality from this 
disease was well maintained. The number of deaths in tho Dacca Division 
decreased from 5,272 to 1,303, but tho mort.ality in the Chittagong Division 
'continued to be high. Small-pox was prevalent in Calcutta during tho 
first seven months and the last month of the year, and it spread into the 
neig^hbouring districts raised the death-rate in tho Hurdwan and Presidency 
Divisions. 


The Poisons Aot. 

[The report on tlie working of the Potions Act, I of 1904, diiring the year 1914.] 

58.5. No special stops beyond tho usual are reported to have been taken wpsking of th* 
to make the law known in any districts, except in Palma, Hankura, Midna- ***'"*"*^*** 
pore and Hooghly where tho provisions of the Act and tho rules thereunder 
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'"•■Svioli.**’ wore iimdo known through the* Polico and by beat of drum and also through 

' uhaukidarH and daflailars. The total number of licenses granted during the 

yoar 10 M, throughout tlu; Prosidoncy, including Calcutta was 166 under 
Hoction 2 and 282 under Koction 4 as compared with 142 an<l 236, respectively, 
in 1916. In Calcutta the total number of licenses issued under both the 
sections amounted to l()6, against 111 during the previous year. Outside 
(Jalcutta the largest number of licenses current were in the districts of Pabna 
(81 ), Birbhum (43), MMnapore (41), Dacca (29) and 24-Pargana8 (24). In 
Pabna the unusual increase from 9 licenses in 1913 to 81 in 1914 was duo to 
the fact that steps w(;re taken to make it known to the public that the sale of 
poisons without a license would be followed by prosecution. As it was 
suspectml from the small number of licenses current in several districts that 
in many places poisons are still sold to a considerable extent without licenses, 
instructions were issued to local oflicers to take more vigorous steps to make 
the law known and observtsl. The duty of inspection and supervision in 
certain districts of Kastern Bengal was carried out only by Medical officers ; 
instructions havt; now been issued that Police officers also should, as in West 
Bengal, inspect the proniist's of the licensed vendors of poisons. The total 
number of pr(^>secutions institute<l under the Act was 7, of which 4 
ended in conviction. No serious irn>gularitics wore detected during the year 
under report. 
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General System of Public Instruction. 


See 
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Education. 

* 

[Ui*|Hirtoii l*iihlic Instruction for 1914-15. Statistics of British India, Burt VII — Kiliioiitional.] 

.VG. Tho yi'av wah o»io of funeral progrows and wit iiosHi>d an incroaHo in wn«»*pi«i. 
tlio iiuinborH of schoola and HChol.ai'H within tho Crosuhnioy. Kxponditiiru on 
fducation incroasod by inc»ro than 33 lakha, 71*8 por cent, of which wan con- 
tributed from public fundH and 28*2 per cent, from private Hoarcen Hiich an 
foes. Hubscriptiona, ondowmenta, etc. The moat noticeable increaae waa 
under tho head “ Provincial Revenuea ” and ia explaineil mainly by the large 
expenditure met by tho Imperial granta for recurring and non-recurring pitr- 
poaea. There waa a general incroaao of oxpoinlittire from thia aource on all 
branchea of education, tlu^ largoat incroaao amounting to alxmt 12^ lakha 
under tho head “ lJuildinga.” 

587. Govorniuont Arta collogea ahowed a further increaae in attendance, ooiiptfiat* 
there being 3,293 atmlonta on tho roll on 3lat March 1915 jib agniiiat 3,171 mi 

the corresponding date laat ye'ar. . Extended aHiliation waa accorded to the 
Presidency College up to the M.A. Standard in Philoaophy. and to the M.A. 
and M.Sc. Standards in Physiology. Tho tt'aehing stidF in both I he liajshahi 
College and the llooghly College waa strengthened and the Chemical 
Laboratory of tin? Hooghly College waa (extended. At tln^ Preaidency (Jolhige 
tho Representative Committee of students, which was formed in the previous 
year to secure greater co-opor.ation between profeaaor and pupil, allowed 
enterprise in the organisation of a firat-ai<l clasa and proved of value in 
several ways. 

588. While the number of High scIkxjIh and Middle English achoola for ••oond«i*y 
boys has increased, the general level of ti^aching in thcae schools remains 
unsatisfactory, especially as regards English. The poor reanuneration and 
arduous ijrork of tho acboolmaster deter men of even imxlerate academic 
qualifications from adopting thia profession, and a gotxl deal has beim done to 
improve tho imsitiona of all grades of teachers, though funds have not as yet 

been forthcoming to enable the Department to «lo more than touch the fringii 
of this most important question. An effort has been made to improve the 
position in Government schools by utilising the recurring Imperial grant of 
Rs. 2,26,000 which was announced in tho year 1914-15 for tho purpose of 
granting local allowances to teachers on low salaries. This sclnmie has been 
sanctioned with effect from the 1st January 1915. Meanwhile, the greater 
part of this grant for the year 1913-14 was spent, together with the balance 
of other Imperial grants, in tho improvement of old buildings, tho construc- 
tion of new, and the acquisition of sites. The scheme for tho eatabliahiiumt 
of a “public school” for Indian boya received tho sanction of tho Secretary of 
State during tho year under review and has since been inaugurated at 
Hastings House, Aliporo. 

689.. Purely vernacular education for children who have passed tho Lower 
Primary stage has failed to advance in public favour, and tho numbers of the ■^"••***"* 
Middle Vernacular and Upper Primary schools and of the scholars attending 
them have a^ain decreased. On the other hand there has been a consider- 
able increase jn tho numbers of Lower Primary schools and of tho children 
studying in them. There were 32,728 Lower Primary schools with 1,045,948 
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oiiililrcii atUMi'liii)' tliuin in uh coniparoil with .’il,()05 such hcIiooIh 

und scholai'H in ltM3-14. CJonsidcrablu attention was paid by the 

Kdiicalioii Departniont to t in* improv4nnunt of tlic'se hcIiooIh durintr the year, 
and a huiii «»f Kh. ri,<i7,H32 was elevotod from recurring Imperial grants to 
iiiereasing the pay f)f Ih'imary school toacherH, while 3,801)34 were paid for 
the inainteiiaiiee of IbKird kcIkkJh. and a capital grant of Us. 1,18,075 was 
distributed to secure some addition t»> the equipment of Primary sclnwls. 
'i'he increase of the pay of teachers and the co-ordination of the curricula of 
tln^He hcIkniIh tliroughout tin* Kastei’n ami Western llengal are now thu two 
most pressing proi)lems with which Primary education in this l*rovinco is 
faced. 

Training of oDO. 'I’he essential work of training teachers of all grades, which has 

aao ora. receivcsl Sjx'cial attention from the Director f>f I’ublic Instructirtn ami his staff 

of reemit yt'ars, will unfortunately suffer to a special degreo from the (uirtail- 
meiit <»f expenditur**. (Jompleti^ sehomes for tin* reconstruction and ivorganisa- 
tioii of tint training colleges in Calcutta and Dacca have Ikhmi prepareti and 
* their ext'cutirm is only delayed for want of funcis. M(‘anwhile the outturn of 

t rain ‘«1 teachers i len’ased from 71 to 105, though the results, alike in the 
number of ticicln*rs a id the praetical elticieiicy acquired, must remain Micom- 
ineiisurate with the expenditure incurred by (government until the new 
schemes for reform <*au he carrieil out. A compreliousivu^ scheme for tin* 
improveimmt of /yarn-training schools has also heeii prepared hy the Depart- 
ment and placed before ( loverumeut in connection with the nmaignmatiou of 
the syslt'ius establisluxl in Knsterii and Western llengal. and (experiments arc 
hi'ing made with sehools of the typo which has now Ineen proposed. With 
assistanue from tlm r('curriiig Impi'nnl grant of lls. 3,(>5,()0() of 1913- 
191 1, tin* sti|HUtds of gurus in training hav(e Ix'en uniformly raised to Hs. 10. 
AtfuoHtion of r,jH_ 'I’here has Ix'en steady progress in almost all existing brandies of 

wommn. ''**'* ftuiiale ('diicatiou and a very encouraging inereasi* in the appreciation shown of 
its value among iliose e!ii(‘lly affected by it. 'Fin* number of girls’ scIkkiIh 
inereased from 7.573 to 8,2H8 within the year, and the nnmhor of scholars 
from 230,729 to 217,971. 'riiere was a remarkable increase in tin* iiumb(‘r of 
Muhammadan girts alti'iiding scIumiI, and then* is r(‘ported to he a growing 
(lesire for ('dneation among Muhammadan wonu'n thronghont the Province, 
'riie sanction of ( lovernmcMit was accorded in Oetohor, 1914, to the distrihn- 
tion (if tlie Imperial reenri'ing grant of Ks. 2,44,0''0 for female edneatioii, and 
.‘dlotmeiits wen* made for t!ie lH*m*tit of girls’ schools of all clas.s(is, for the 
training of teachers for Secondary and Primary seiiools. the ('stahlishment of 
scholarships, the fnvtheranee of education by /-anana t(*achers, the a(ivanc«v 
m(*nt of insti'n<*tion among Muhammadan girls, and the strengtin'ning of the 
Inspecting staff. A s<*heme for thi* establishment of a St>condary training 
college for wom*>n has ree('ivt*d tin* a' jiroval of (Jovernnnmt, while propasals 
an* under consideration for the reorganisation of the l*rimary traiiung scIumiI 
for wom(*n at Dacca, and tin* estnblislimenl of a purdunashin training class 
for .Muhammadan women, KxiM'riim'iits are being made in Ka.stern Ilongal 
• with Paneliayati nnion girls’ s(diools liiianced out of the imiiorial grants, 

and with sehools con<]nct(‘d by /.anana ladit'S in their own homes. A marked 
iiiiprov(*ment in tin' m*('dlework in the schools of Kastern Bengal is attrilnited 
to tlu' Ne(' Ih'work Kxhihition and diplomas instituted by Iler Excellency 
I.ady (Jarmi<*hael. It is la'ing n'cognised to an increasing dc'groo that the 
Matriculation eonrsi* of study is not ('qnally suited to hoys and girls, and 
elf irts are being mad(' both by imblio opinion and by the Department to 
discover a suitable siihstitnte for it. (Jeneral interest has undoubtedly been 
aroused in tln^ subject, and it may he hoped that a solution of the (liflicult 
prohhmi of the most siiitahh' ourriciilum for the education of girls above the 
Primary st<*ige will soon Im evolved. The question is receiving the unremit" 
ting attention of tin' Director of Public Instruction and his colleagues, 
iduoationar 55)2. SoiiK' improvement has been noticed this year in the standard of 

urapMM. teaching in European sefiools, and a slight increase was found possible in the 

allotments for staff allowances from Imperial grants. The old Kidderporo 
Orohanage was transferred to the Calcutta Free School and the Doveton 
College and Doveton Institution were wound up under the Doveton Trust 
Act, careful provision being made for the perpetuation of the objects of the 
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original ondowinonts. A distinetivo foaturt* in tho f.-icilitios for Kuro)H‘nn 
education is the range of vcxMtional classes available bn* women, tine largely 
to the onterprise of the Young Women’s Christian AsstMuation in Calcut‘a. 

593. The percentage of Muhammadans among tiu' sehool-going poptda- 
tion increased during the perio I under review frtun 43*1 per cent, to 44'S per 
cent. It is still, however, only in the primary slagt's that the Muhamma<ian 
element in onr schools bears any relation to its proportion in the total popu- 
lation, as it tl windles from 44 per cent, in Primary institutions to IG’8 per 
cent, in High schools and 7’8 per cent, in (\>lleges. This is attributed largely 
to the poverty of tin; classes from whitdi Muhammadan students art* drawn. 
Madrasahs and malctahs alike incroastHl in nnndier and w<*re mon* frtnpn'iiitsl 
than during the previous year. Difring the current year ti seheme «)f sludit's 
drawn up by the Dacea University Ctimmittee for all Madrasahs in Ilengal, 
e.Kcept the Calcutta Madrasah, has been publislusl by (iovt'rnment, and a 
recurring grant of Rs. 84,030 has been set apart from I he Imperial grant «*f 
its. 1,50,000 to aid those Madrasahs whiidi may adopt this course. At tin* 
same time the cost of the maintenance of (rovernment Madras(ths has beim 
transferred from the Moh.sin Fund to Provincial Revenues, the cons(«quent 
savings in the fund being slevoti* 1 to the provision of scholarships for Muham- 
m.adan students in colh;ges. It is belii.'ved that the appointimmt reetmtiy 
made of live special Assistant Inspectors for Muh.immadan t‘ducation will go 
far to stimulate the koenness for education alroaily evineeil by the Muham- 
madan community of this Province. Covernimmt awaits with interest I he 
report of the Muhammadan Educational Advisory Committee which con- 
(dude<l its sittings during tlu* year iiiuler review. 

594. There appears to have been a general awak<Miing to their ri‘s,ion- 
sibilities regarding t* lucation among the i>ackward ratn^s of the (Jhittagong 
Division. Free education is given to the b iys and girls of the Hill Tr.icts and 
to tin? Arakanese Maghs in (’ox’s Ilazar Subdivision. Tin* (b>vernment 
Weaving School at this sulMlivisitmal lu!ad-<piart«M’s prtanises W(‘ll, and it is 
proposed to establish Imn* also a Training School forMagh teachers. Schenu‘H 
for the extension of education among the Soathals recidv(*d the sanction of 
(lovorunient aft(W tin; close of the year reviewe<l. Two (dassess of laliotino's, 
the education of whose children re<piires spiicial treatment, are those (unployi'd 
on the mill.s along the iloo^hly and on th(‘ tea gardims in the Jalpaigiiri and 
Darjeeling districts. Sp(*cial schools for thesi! children in the latter ar(>a were 
well attended, those of Darjeeling giving the. best results ; amj proposals for 
the education of tin* children of the lloo^hly mill-hands were Huhmitt(.*d t«) 
Governmenl this year and have since becni sanctioned. 'I’he (piestion of 
imparting instruction to juviMiiie olfemlers has betm undm* tln^ consideration 
of Gov'ernment, and it is hoped that the sf)ccial tnnpiiry whicdi is now being 
made into problems of this nature will h*ail to early <h*vtdopnients. 

595. * Imperial grants to the Department facilitat(*d la considm'able 
advance in tin* provision <if hostel nce.ommo«lati«)n both for colleges ami 
schools. Sites were acquire I for some new host(*ls in (Calcutta, and the 
balance of the special grant made* for this purjavi; has now been amalgamatfMl 
with the grant of 10 lakhs recently made by the Government of India to tin; 
Calcutta Univ'ersity, to enable the Univ<*,rHity to take tins fiilh'St advantagi; 
oI the sum placed at their disposal. Schemes for the (nvetion of the hosUds 
out of the totiil sum thus made available are now un<l(*r the consideration of 
the University and of Government. Tin; details of a m)w Hindu hostel for 
•the Presidency College, to be erected at an approximate cost of lakhs, 
wore sanctiom^d during the year, though construction has iinfortunatcdy to la? 
deferred for want of funds. A new block b)r the Hindu hostel at tim 
Hot^hly Collegt! was completed. The numixw of hostels has increased and 
there has been also an increase in the expenditun; upon them. Out of this 
expenditure no less a sum tlian Rs. 9,14,980 was debited agiiinst Impm-ial 
grants in the year un<lor report. 

596. Hygiene ami physicivl training have receivtxl increased attention, 
and it is hopfxl that the recommendations of the Committee a{>pointod to study 
the hygienic condition of sclnxds with a view to the utilisation of the Imp< 3 rial 
grant for this purpose of Rs. 3,50,000, and an inttn-osting report which has 
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btMJii Hubiiiitti-d by the A<lvi8rr on PliyHi'cal Education, will prove tho basis 
of deliiiitH reCorms. 

oD7. During tins year tln^re were few reported cases of broach of 
diHeiplini*, and a r(‘curreiice in the disHeiniuation of seditious leatiets on the 
ourbniak of the war appears to have had little prejudicial effect. The reports 
reeeiveil on this sulijeet are not, however, uniformly favourable, and it would 
be a mistake t4> suppose that the time has come when constant watchfulness 
on the part <»f parent and teacher and tin; vii^orous condemnation by pnblie 
opinion of instances of want of discipline among school-boys can be dispensed 
with. 

5P8. iSfwcial action was taken during the year to assist the Director of 
Publij! Instruction tti setnire groattir ilevolution of powers and duti(>s from his 
itffiee to th(He of lnsi)eetors of SeluMtls aiul other otKcm's in order that In; may 
Is* left mor«4 fn*** for the ini|K>rtant work of. inspection and general adminis- 
tration. Other larg(« administrative problems of a like nature are also being 
ih'alt with, and the machinery for tho administration of the Department, 
vvhi«*ii has proved unetpial to the inerttased pntssure that has been put upon it, 
is iHung ovm'hnnled. 

• « 

Literature and the Press. 


[StiitiUicM of BritiHli Iitiliti, Part VlTr-KiliieatiouuL] 

atM). 'IMie miml>er of jMiblieatioiis registered during tho year was 4,093, 
vi/.. 2,741 IxHiks and l,3a2 issiU'S of poricNlioals. Of th(4 books, 2,422 wore 
original publications, the rt‘st being n^publications or translations. The issues 
of peri<Nli(rals r<*pn*sente4l 178 s«!parate publications, of which 46 wer(‘ in 
English and 101 in llongali : the remainder wore in other lnnguagt.'s. In the 
|»ree<*4ling yjtar, there wen? 203 perio.licals, of which 118 wore in Itengali. 
Sixty-thn'o pm’io licails ceasiMl to appear during the period umler review, 
.38 imw om*s wert* starO'd and 3 defunet ones wt're revived. Then? were 
83 eases »>f tHMsion of tlu' law of book registration <luviug tho year. 

600. Although th(>n' was no appreciable increase in the number of 
publications, the jaur was exet'ptionally fruitful in fiction and pocjtry. Tht' 
pnbbdtations on art, though piH>r, gave indications of a stisulily growing 
interi'st in Indian art. d'lu^ only regular biographiccal work was the setrond 
volume of Tin' Life the Swami \dv»'kanamla.” Tho quality of dramatic 
literature sIiowimI some improvi'iix'iit. Nium'rons mythological dramas were 
publislu'd of wljl4:!i 4»nly on*' deserves spi'cial mention, tlie late Mr. D. L. 
Uoy’s ” Mliishnia.” Tim development of fiction was seen Imst in tin) novels 
of doiiK'stie life which ('xet'cded in mitnln'r all other classes of fiction, 
'rile best novel of this type was “ Kumala ” by Asbntosb Bhattacharayya, 
wliieli portrays tin* devtition of a Hindu wife to her husband. Most 
of iht< works on history eoiisist(*d of textbooks for scln^ds ami colleges. 
The Bnddliistie peri«)d in the history of India continued to engross the atten- 
tion of distinguished scholars. 'Fhe year was marked hy an abundance of 
p(H>tioal eonqKisitions. The output of religious literature was much mon* 
plentifiil than in the previous year and was of a varied nature. The award 
of tho N4»bel Prize for Literature to Sir llabindra N.ath Tagore aroused 
great enthusiasm. 

601. The total luimher of newspapers and periodicals, both English and 
Vernacular, publisheil in Bengid during tho year was 385, of which 266 were 
published in the town tif Oaleiitta. Fifty-sevou nowspapors and periodicals 
started publication during the year, 30 old ones ceased to exist and 3 
defunct ones wore revived. Of these publications, 217 were written in 
Bengali, 116 in English. 13 in Hindi and the rest in Urdu, Assamese and 
other languages, 'riioro was an improvement in the general tone of the 
Prt'sH during the year. The outbreak of tho war evoked an outburst of loyalty ; 
but after Turkey became involved in hostilities, some difference of opinion 
manifested itself among Muhammadan papers. Tho more mo lerate section 
of the Muhammadan Press t(X>k tho view that Turkey’s action had been ill- 
ad visetl ; but other papers, in their sympathy for Turkey, manifested an anti- 
British tone, which in two oases necessitated action under tho Indian Press 
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Act. ^ After the outbreak of the war tw4> Press Censors were appoinleil to 
examine newspapers and to advise editors, witlt special reference to the 
Indian Naval ana Military News (Emergency) Ordinanet', 1914. In addition 
to the proceedings taken against the offending Muhammadan papers. 6 
leaflets, 2 books and a foreign newspaper were forfeited, and security was 
demanded in respect of 9 printing pn'sses and 2 newspaiiers. Warnings 
were issued in 6 cases, and 1 objectionable publication w’as voluntarily 
surrendered. 

602. The war was the most important topie which was discussed and vpsio* 
its bearing on Turkey and Persia lormed a special feature of the discussions 
in the Muhammadan Press. The question of the treatment of Indians in the 
British Colonies received a large share of attention. Other subjects in 
which considerable interest was shown by the Press w’ere the recrudescencf* 
of anarchical crime and in | artictdar tin* (Miitpiir murder case ; th(« Budg«>- 
Bud^ riot ; the educational policy of Government ; rural sanitation ; the 
division of districts in Bengal ; the India Council Bill ; the Bill to amend the 
Law of (’ontempt ; the Bengal Tenancy Act Amendment Bill ; the Bill for the 
Protection of Minor Girls and the Articles of Commerce, Ordinance IX 
of 1OT4. 


Literary Societies. 
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Arte and Sciences. 

606. There were 284 students on the roils of the school on the Slst aQvppnnipiit 
March 191.5, as against 262 in the previous year. Of tlieso, 8 were Christians or 

262 Hindus, 16 Muhammadans and 1 Buddhist. The lithcgraphy and wo(xJ- 
engraving classes had 23 and 5 students, respectively. During the year 29 
students have obtaineil remunerative employment and are working satis- 
factorily in different branches of art. As in the ))revioue years, students 
have been attracted to the schrx>l from all parts of India, including the Punjab, 

Mysore, Hyderabad, Cochin, Madras, Assam, and Bihar and Orissa. 

604. During the year under review a large Tibetan appliqu4 picture has an 

been erected at the north end of the gallery. This picture is protected by a eSoliSfc 
screen to prevent the cdours from being affected by light, but this screen 
may be temporarily furled by any visitor who desires to examine this valuable 
acquisition. 

605. There are 3 other Schools of Art in the Presidency, 2 in •ahoois 
Calcutta and 1 at Dacca. One of the Calcutta schools is aided ; the others 

are unaided. On the 31 st of March 1915 there were 86 students on the rolls 
of these schools. 

606. There were 2 Music Schools in the Bankura district against 5 the 
year before. The 3 unaided schools, which existed only in natne in previous 
years, ceased to exist during the year. The 2 schools had 37 pupils on 
.their rolls on the 31st March 1915. A grant-in-aid was given this year to the 
Conservatoire de Musique, Calcutta. 

607. The numbers in the various departments on the Slst March 1915 cmi angiiipprnii 
were 92 in the Engineering Department, 177 in the Apprentice Department, 

3 in the Dyeing classes and 41 in the Artisan classes. During the year the 
total admissions to the En|pneering and the Apprentice Departments 
number^ 24 and. 73, respectively. Of the 177 students attending the 
Apprentice Department, 140 were Hindus and 37 Christians. In the 
Engineering Department there was only 1 Muhammadan. The session of the 
Mining Branch opened with 10 students, viz., 7 in the third-year class and 
3 in the fourth-y^r. At the Colliery Managers’ Certificate Examination this 
year, 7 students passed, all in the Second division. In the workshops the 
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valut: of the work turned out amoujited to Uti. 20,691, including Ra. 2,042 
from loiiudry recuipta. The industrial classes for training young artisans had 
an average attendance of 39 ; 5 artisans left during the year, their earnini^s 
amountingto Us. 1,348. The Chemical Department was, asduringdast year, in 
charge of the Professor of Tinctorial Chemistry. In the Department of 
I'inctorial Chemistry there were 4 n.'guiar students — 3 in the first-year and 1 
in the second. Sanction was received during the year from the Secretary 
of State to the continuance of the Dyeing classes till the close of the session 
commencing in November 1916. The total direct expenditure on the college 
during the year was Us. 2,31,243, of which Us. 2,06,488 came from the 
public funds. 

608. The new admissions to tho vanous classes of the school during 
the year were 23 to the first-year class, 41 to the second-year class, 52 to 
the third-yt.iar class and 40 to the fourth-year. The Survey classes have 
been abolished, and ])ending their reconstitution on an improved basis no new 
admissions will be made. The total market value of the work turned out 
from the workshops was Us. 1,037 for outside work, Us. 3,283 for improve- 
ments in the workshop itself, and Us. 240 for work done at the school 
biiiUlings and hostels. The school had 202 students, including those in 
the artisan classt's, on the 31st March 191.5 against 256 on the 3l8t 
March 1914. 

609. As in previous years, the Mining Kducational Advisory Hoard 
controlled the five centres at Charanpur, Deshergarh, Raniganj, Sijua and 
Jheria. Out of .58 students eligible fur the sessional examination for all 
five cimtres only 25 actually appeared and 16 passed. The question of the 
development of the local mining classes on an improved basis, as advocated 
in the Ih'port of the Committee on Mining Education (1914), is still under 
consideration. 

610. During the year under review there were 14 students in the 
Training class at Sibpur and 8 at Dacca. At tho examination held in 
F(‘bruary 1915, 7 candidates passed out of 30. 

611. A spt^clal Committee was appointed to consider this question. 
The report of the (Jommittee is now under consideration. 

612. The introduction at the Goethars Memorial Orphanage, Kurscong, 
of the special first year class of the three years’ course in the Mechanical 
and Eh'ctrioal branch of the Overseer Examination was sanctioned during 
the year. At the Overseer Examination this year 84 candidates passed 
out of 109 or 77*1 iH*r cent., and at the Sub-Overseer Examination 81 
passed out of 145 or 55*9 per cent. In 1914 these percentages were, 
respectively, 57*8 and 63’4. There has been a general decline in the number 
of admissions to Technical schools. The Midnapore Technical School and 
the Snl)-Overseer classes of the Barisal Technical School have been closed. 
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618, Tho t 3 xainiiiation 8 in April anti May 1914 wore held at tv/o centres, 
Serampore and Calcutta. Fifty-four candidates in textile subjects appeared 
at the 8(>rampore centi'e and 20 in engineering subjects appeared at the 
Calcutta centre. Thirty-four candidates passed in textile subjects and 6 in 
engineering subjects. 

614. The session of the Government Weaving Institute at Serampore 
opened with 23 students in the higher classes and 83 in the artisan class. 
Sanction was accorde»l to the installation of a small power-driven factory at 
a cost of Us. 11,026 to enable the students to receive a more practical 
training, and to aftord them an opportunity of gaining experience by working 
on power-driven machinery, on the completion of their course in hand- 
weaving. The question of the site on which the power factory is to be 
installed is under consideration. The total cost ^ to Government for the 
Tn.stitute during the year was Us. 40,689, including the cost of the power 
factory. At the Malda Government Weaving Schod the expenditure for the 
year was Us. 1,178, at Cox’s Bazar Us. 1,133 and at Bankura Us. 1,243. The 
average number of pupils in these outlying schools was 14, 13 and 12, 
respectively. During the year under review steady progress has been made 
both at tho Institute and the outlj^ing centres. 

615. The question of providing schools for juvenile offenders was under 
consideration throughout the year. 
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616. There has been an improvement in the standanl of admissions of •owwiwwiw 
the school as compared with previous years. The number of pupils who SsMtstir'*' 
joined the school during the year was 54 in the first-year class and 17 in the oaMutta! 
second-year. In the evening classes there vrere altogether 148 students, of 

whom 88 took advanced subjects. In the hnal examination of the day course, 

14 appeared and 4 passed. The total cost of the Institute for thr year was 
Ks. 30,487. During the year under review a special grant of Us. 8.100 was 
made to the school for the purchase of intHiorn standard typewriters of 
diOerent makes, and rhe addition of 19 now typewriters has contributfHl 
considerably to the efficiency of the instruction. 'Phe o{ioning of a class in 
Accountancy has been sanctioned since the close of the period under review. 

The question of constituting a Governing Rtxly with defined powers in place 
of the existing Commercial Advisory Board is being opnsiderod. 

617. At the School Final Examination of “ B ” classes held in 1915, 25 “a** 
candidates appeared from Bengal schools, of whom 10 passed. At the 
examination of 1914, 31 candidates appeared and 17 passed. 
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ArohOMlogy. 

[Annual Report of the Archsological Survey of India, Eaatern Circle, for 1914*15.] 

618. The duties of the ArcheeologicitI Superintendent, Eastern Circle, 
as Oi1ic(4r-in>eharg(t of the Archieologtcal Section of tlie Indian Museum, 
have been lightened by the appointment of Mr. Percy Brown, Principal of 
the Calcutta School of Art, to take charge of the Exhibition branch of the 
MuHeuin work. 

61}). 'I'he total amount spent on (Jonaorvation work during the year 
umler revit'w was Its. 20,038. Special and quadrennial repairs to archaeo- 
logical inomimentH at tho important centres of ^Gaur and Pandua were 
executed at a cost of Its. 4,574 in all. Special repairs to the Old Sareswar 
t(>mple at Debar in the Bankura district were completed at a total cost of 
Its. 6,})87 in two years ; and in tho same district Its. 2.407 was spent on the 
conservation of five protected temples at Visl.nupur. Thorough repairs to 
the Itiidroswar Siva temple at Bamanora in the Burdwan district, which 
originated in the enterprise of local people, have been completed at Govern- 
ment expense. In the H(K)ghly district work on the tomb of Jafar Khan 
Ghazi and the mosques at Tribeni and at Satgaon and on other petty schemes 
was hiiished. In the Murshidabad ilistrict the mosque of Mur8hi<l Kuli 
Khan at Katra and the tombs of tho Burmese Prince and Princess at 
Berhanipore are under repairs. 

Twenty*tw'o notifications were published declaring monuments of 
interest to bo protected monuments under the Ancient Monuments Preserva- 
tion Act VII of 1904. In four cases agreements under section 5 of this 
Act were ma«lo between the Secretary of State and the owners of tho 
monuments. 

620. Finds of coins were reported from the districts of Murshidabad, 
Malda and Itajshahi. Action was taken in each case under the Treasure 
Trove Act VI of 1878. In the two latter cases the coins were of recent 
date and of no numismatic value. In Murshidabad district the coins were not* 
recovered. 

A silver locket with chains of ancient workmanship was discovered 
in the course of excavating a tank in the Porojpur Subdivision of the 
Bakarganj district. It was acquired on tho advice of the Principal and 
Vice-Principal of the Calcutta School of Art and deposited in fhe Dacca 
Museum. 
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« • Eoolaalastloal. 

621. The Ecclesiastical eRtal)li8hmciit in Bens^al during the year, paid BstaMiahmsnt. 
entirely or in part hy Oovornment consisted of the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, 
the Archdeacon of Caiciitta,*the Domestic Chaplain to the Bishop, the Reiifis- 
trar of the Diocese, 12 (Chaplains of the ('hurch of England, 2 Chaplains of 
the Church of Scotland, 9 Clergymen of the Additional Clergy or other 
Societies, the Moat Rev. Archbishop Dr. Brice Meuleman, s. j., and 4 priests 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Chamloal Examiner’s Department. 

[K' port cf the Chemical Examiner fur the year 1914. StatiaticM of British India, Part V1-— Adminiiitra- 

tive and Judicial.] « 

622. Captain R. B. Lloyd, i.m.s.. hold charge of the Departm3nt up to aanarai. 
the 8th September 1914, when he was relieved by the pormanent incumbent, 
Lieutenant-Colonel F. N. Windsor, i.m.s. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. D. Sutherland, i.m.s., whose appointment as 
Imperial Serologist has been sanctioned by the Secretary of State for India 
as an experimental measure for a period of two years ending in February 
1916, continued to carry on his special work in the Serological Laboratory, 

Calcutta, as in the previous year. This Officer has been appointed a Chemical 
E^xaminer to Government for the purposes of section 510 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. 

623. The total number of analyses performed in the General Analytical omm. 

Department during the year under report fell from 5,307 in 1913 to 4,936 

in 1914, the decrease having chiefly occurred in cocaine references made by 
different Elxcise officers. More than half the work of this Department was 
due to references from the Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta. 

624. One thousand eight hundred and forty-eight medico-legal cases 
were investigated in the, year 1914, as compared with 1,965 cases in the omm. 

'preceding year, a decrease of 117 cases. This decrease was due to the 
diminution in the number of articles received in connection with animal- 
poisoning cases and blood-stain cases, the latter being now sent direct 
to the Imperial Serolcgist. The number of articles examined fell from 3,313 
in the previous year to 3,161 in 1914. The total number of specimens 
of viscera sent by the Medical officers in suspected human poisoning cases 
was 896, which was the largest on record during the last quinquennium. 

As usual the most common poison was opjum. A smaller number of 
oases was received for examination during the year in connection with 
su8p(3Cted animal poisoning cases, but the percentage of detections of poison 
rose from 62*54 in 1913 to 64*59 in 1914. 
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[Itepo'l of tiM V'ftoriuary ColIcKi; and uf tlu- Civil Wturinary Departiiieut, Bengal, fur the year 1014-15.] 

025. Tho number of siiidants on the College roll at the l>eginning of the 
HeHHion was 118, but the actual number at the end of the sesRion was 06. 
Of these, 11 came from Bengal, 21 from Bihar, 6 from OrisBa, 12 from Assam, 
8 from Mailras and the rest from other Provinces. All these 96 students 
wore allowtHl to appear at the examination and 70 passed. Twenty three 
students appearud at the final exaraipation and the results were satisfactory, 
the perci.'iitage of passes being 82*60. 

The proposal submitted last yoar for the addition of a fully qualified 
Kuro[>ean oifiei'r to the teaching staff of the College to raise it to the level 
of other similar institutions in India and to enable it to keep abreast of the 
imKlern devel >pmentH of V'etorinary Scienoe has bi^en sanctioned by His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India and a suitable officer will bo recruited 
for the pcMBt as soon ns funds pc^rniit. 

626. During the year 2,680 cases were treated and 1,.50() operations 
wore performed at the College hospital. Though thefe were 8,455 proseciftions 
under the Prevention of (h-uelty to Animals Act, only 220 animals wore sent 
to the hospital for treatment. The number of animals sent for treatment at 
the hospital continues to be small in comparisgp with the number of prosecu- 
tions instituted. The question has been on^ging the attention of Govern- 
ment for some time and a Committee was appointed to consider whether any 
improvement was possible in the law of cruelty to animals, its administration 
and the present system under which public anti private agencies co-operate 
in the suppression of cruelty. The Comraittoo submitted its report after the 
close of year. 

627. In Calcutta and its neighbourhood all the stables lying in the area 
uiulor the Glanders and Farcy Act were njgularly inspected during the year 
and the disease was detected in six stables. I’hroo stables w’ero also found 
infected with aurra. In the mitfasaaU there wore 205 deaths from Glanders, 
of which 167 occurred in the Sodepur Ptnjrajwle. 

628. 'rtte work of the Raymond Research Institute continued to be satis- 
factory. The popularity of the Institute is increasing and the steady progress 
is being maintained in the diagnosis of contagious and obscure diseases. 
Auto-vaccine was prepared in the LalM)ratory with which some newly-im- 
ported horses of the Army Remount Dep6t wore successfully treated. Pre- 
ventive vaccine for fowl-cholera was also prejared and some healthy 
pheasants of the Zoological Garden among which the disease broke out were 
inoculated with satisfactory results. ^ 

629. The total number of deaths from contagious diseases is repotted 
to amount to 15,950 as against 13,136 in the preceding year. The increase 
is attributed to the more accurate record of deaths kept by the police in most 
districts and partly also to an improvement in many districts in the reporting 
of the outbreaks uf cattle diseases. Though the number of deaths amongst 
equines from the principal contagious diseases fell from 279 in the preceding 
year to 229, the number of deaths among bovines increased from 12,847 
to 15.707. The increase in the latter case is attributed to the fact that 
rinderpest was, as usual, fairly prevalent throughout the Province. In 
the area outside Calcutta and its suburbs, there were 340 outbreaks of 
rinderpest resulting in the death of 4,584 iinmoculated animals, while- 
out of 37,813 inoculated animals onlj’ 221 or about 0*6 per cent died. In spite 
uf this remarkable result, considerable prejudice against inoculation still 
exists among cultivators. 

6.30. Six new dispensaries were opened during the year making a total 
of 24, of which 3 are under private management. The total number of 
patients treated at 23 dispensaries was 24,049, against 21,503 in the previous 
year. The dispensary at Gooch Behar remained closed during the early part 
of the year for want of a suitable Veterinary Assistant. Since the close of 
the year sanction has been given to the transfer of the services of an Assistant 
for the dispensary, who wiU bo paid by the Gooch Behar State, but will work 
under the supervision and inspection of the Veterinary Det artmeiit. 
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631. The queHtioii of ike improveinont of the breod of c.iltlc continued pnr^aing at 
to engage the attention of the Diructoi* of Agriculture and of the Superiiiten- oatu*. 
dent of the Civil Wterinary Department. PeraiRtent efforts are being made by 

the officers of the Deimrtinent to impress on tiie minds of cultivators and 
owners of cattle generally the need for improvement in the breeding and 
management of cattle, though «vith very little appreciable result. 

632. There were 6 Inspectors. 4 Staff Vetevinary Assistants, 6 Reserve atair. 
Veterinary Assistants and 69 District Veterinary Assistants under the (control 

of the Superintendent during the year. 

A Deputy Superintendent and an Inspector from the Bengal Veterinary 
College and an Inspector of the Civil Votermary Department wore deputed 
during the year to Bombay and the Punjab to enlarge their knowledge 
in Veterinary matters. Th' reports submitted by the officers slmw that 
these tours were beneficial. 


Zoologloal Garden, Oaloutta. 

^ [Aimuiil Reporf of Honorary Oo riinitte.* for the year 1914-15.] 

633. The financial condition of the garden was not so good an in the 
previous year. The receipts from visitors amounted to Rs. 42,269-1, showing ■*■**•*•••• 
a decrease of Rs. 1 1 ,644-10. "^Iie total receipts amounted to Rs. 98,202-9-4 
and the total expenditure to Rs. 83,731>9-2, leaving a closing balance of 
Rs. 14,471-0-2. The visitors numbered 5.59,769 or 145,223 less than in the 
previous year. This is duo to the financial uncertainty following the outbreak 
of the war in Europe. 

The number of mammals, birds and reptiles in th:t garden at the close 
of the year were 334, 1,898 and 246 against 378, 1,659 and 223 of the previous 
year. The garden was, as usual, free to the public one day in each month, 
and 65,033 persons availed themselves of the concession. 


The War. 

634. War broke oat with Germany and Austria-Hungary on the 4th an I th* wai>. 
12th August, resp3ctively, and with Turkey on the Ist November 1914. 

Shortly after the outbreak of hostilities all hostile aliens were registered and 
placed under police surveillance. In Calcutta certain European gentlemen 
were appointed special constables and rendered valuable service in surveil- 
lance work. Under the Foreigners Act, 1864, the movements of hostile 
foreigners throughout the Presidency wore restricted and they were not 
allowed to travel without a permit. The exemption enjoyed by them under 
the Indian Arms Act was withdrawn and the arms in their possession were 
deposited. 

Germans and Austrians of military age were handed over to the 
military authorities for internment in the Prisoners of War Camp at Ahmod- 
nagar in the Bombay Presidency. Those above the military age remained 
under the control of the Local Government. Some were allowed to remain at 
their.places of residence, subject to such degree of restraint as was necessary 
and provided written undertakings vouched for by responsible British subjects 
.were given by them. A number of German and Austrian officers and sailors 
were kept under close supervision in Kidderpore Hou^e, Calcutta. Later 
they were transferred to Katapahar in the Darjeeling district, *where other 
hostile aliens who were not permitted to remain at liberty were also interned 
under the supervision of a police officer. 

The communiques issued by the Government of India in connection 
with the outbreak of war with Turkey were published broa least and every 
effort was made to remove any misapprehension on the subject. Special 
stress was laid on the non-religious character of the present war, and on the 
value and importance of the assurance given by His Majesty’s Government 
as to the absolute immunity of the holy placeh of the Muhammadans from npy 
hostile action. 
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Ill order tiiat correct information regarding the war mig^it be made 
known throughout the Presidency, it was deciilod to publish every week 
under the name of Saptahik dudiiabarta” (weekly war news) a Bengali 
translation of the telegrams on the war recoi\'ed by His Excellency the 
Viceroy from His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. Copies were 
J^stributcNl to Post Offices, selected Panchayats, Honorary Ma^ristrates, 
resident Zamiudars and other influential persons in the districts. Later a 
Hindi edition was published. 

Many persons and associations oifured help, monetary or otherwise; 
in connection with the war, or for the comfort of the wounded. In addition 
to a donation of Rs. 10,000 to the Imperial Relief Fund, His Highness the 
Maharaja of Cooch Behar offered his personal services and those of his two 
brothers, and placed the resources of his 8tate at the disposal of His Majesty 
tlu! King'Emperor. Maharaj-Kumar Hitendra Narayan of Coooh Behar 
was selected to serve on the personal staff of the General Officer Command- 
ing one of the Brigades of the Indian Expeditionary Force, and was appointed 
an Honorary Li<mtcnant in the Army. His Highness the Raja of Hill Tippera 
also placed himself and the resources of his entire State at the disposal of 
the Im]>erial Govornment. His Highness contribut3d Rs. 12,000 to the 
Imperial Indian Relief Fund. The European Association offered the services 
of its mumhers for employment in any manner considered suitable by Govern- 
immt. The Bengal Legislative Council at U'\ extraordinary meeting held 
on 1 1th August adopted a roKolution expressing loyalty to the Government 
and the Throne in this emergency and giving every assurance of hearty co> 
operation with the Government of India in whatever action they mi^ht 
consider it necessary to ailopt. A crowded public meeting of all the Indian 
communities in Calcutta and the suburbs was held at the Town Hall on the 
14th August to express loyalty to the Throne and to offer their services and 
resources. A scheme was initiated for the raising of a Bengali Ambulance 
Corps for service in the war, and at the close of the year negotiations were 
in progress between the promoters and Government. 

6S5. The Governor in Council appointed an Advisory Food Committee 
in Calcutta, the duties of which were to warn Government of any unusual 
movements in the prices of foolstuffs and also to take action itself, where 
necessary, to steady prices in direct communication with the Corporation, the 
owners of markets and the purveyors and manufacturers of fixidstuffs in 
Calcutta. Similar committees wore constituted in most districts. 
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